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PiTTSFiELD, Mass., Dec. 31, 1922.

To His Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth and the Honorable

Council.

Gentlemen: — Enclosed please find the annual report of

the Greylock Reservation Commission.

Very respectfully yours,

FRANCIS W. ROCKWELL,
Chairman.





Ci)e Commontoealtl) of ®a00aci)U0ett0

REPORT OF THE GREYLOCK RESERVA-
TION COMMISSION.

The Greylock State Reservation lies in the northwest

portion of Massachusetts. It was created by chapter 543

of the Acts of 1898.

The Original Petition.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts in General Court assembled.

The undersigned petitioners, citizens of various towns and cities

in Berkshire County, respectfully represent the desirability of the

passage of an act "to establish the Grejdock State Reservation in

Berkshire County."

J. M. Stevenson.

Almon E. Hall.

Frank S. Richardson.

George W. Mellen.
Wm. a. Nettleton.
L. J. Macken.
Julius C. Anthony.

John E. Magenis.

W. A. Whittlesey.

The original petition was signed by all the Berkshire

Representatives of the House in that year, except Daniel

England; also by Hon. Wm. A. Whittlesey, senator of the

Northern Berkshire District. There were other petitions in

aid. A Senate bill was reported, No. 145. Almon E. Hall,

for the ways and means committee, reported a new draft,

House Bill No. 1394.

The House bill differed from the Senate bill by adding,

first, that the necessary expense for the care and mainte-
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nance of the reservation should be paid for b}' the county

of Berkshire; second, that the county treasurer should hold,

subject to the order of the Greylock Reservation Commis-

sion, all sums raised by taxation according to section 5 or

donated to the Commission; third, that the appropriation

for purchase of land should not be available until the prop-

erty of the Greylock Park Association should be transferred

to the Commonwealth.

By these bills $25,000 was appropriated, and various sums

have since been added by legislative acts, as appears in

former reports.

The bill was finally approved by the Governor. The

House bill above mentioned was reported by Mr. Hall, as

the committee on ways and means favored the changes above

noted, and Mr. Hall himself suggested the changes in order

to have the bill approved by the committee.

Of course these changes marked the difference in the legis-

lation of other States in reference to the creation of reserva-

tions, — where the State pays all the expense for the care

and maintenance.

The public must not expect as much annual appropriation

from the county as it would have received from the State,

so it must not be surprised if the development of the reserva-

tion is held back.

Mr. Wm. N. Tuller, the present surveyor, reports 8,480

acres in the reservation.

The reservation is mountainous, several of the peaks being

2,500 feet high, while a few range up toward 3,505 feet,

which is the highest. There is some timber upon the flanks

of the hills, that upon the higher portions being smaller than

on the lower. There is very little chestnut, but the wood is

mostly spruce and hardwood.

There are some rough trails over the reservation and a

roadway from north to south with a few branches. These are

mostly rough, narrow roads originally built for teams. It is

about 24 miles around the outside line of the reservation.

The legislative act contemplated a reservation of 10,000

acres. More lands could be added advantageously along the

sides of the reservation.

Markers have been set up at outside points except in three
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or four places (one on Ravenscrag and one on the Dean lot

never placed). Three of the exceptions occurred where it

was impossible to place markers, but in these cases locations

were indicated in another way. There should be a revised

plan of the reservation upon which the little streams and

roads could be located, and the outside lines should be more

clearly cut out and defined.

Certain maps of the reservation are of particular interest.

There was a topographical map of the Greylock region issued

in pamphlet form years ago by the Appalachian Club. It

was based upon the United States Surveys under a joint

appropriation with the Commonwealth. The United States

Geological Survey map, known as the Greylock sheet, in-

cludes the lands of the reservation.

There is a large map, known as the Topographical Map of

Massachusetts, compiled from astronomical, trigonometrical

and local surveys, made by order of the Legislature, by

Simeon Borden, superintendent, 1844; also a geological map
of Massachusetts made by Edward Hitchcock in 1844.

There is also an atlas of Massachusetts by O. W. Walker,

copyrighted in 1891, based upon the United States Coast

and Geodetic Survey, the Borden Survey and the Geological

Survey by the LTnited States and the State of Massachusetts,

published by George H. Walker & Co. Plate No. 25 gives

a map from Lanesborough to the Vermont line, including the

lands now in the Greylock State Reservation. It is said that

the original plates of this atlas were destroyed by fire. (Mr.

Rockwell has a copy.) This plate shows the heights now in

the reservation. There are other maps pertaining to this

section at the State House.

The Greylock Commissioners have an outline plan made
by Mr, John H. Emigh, February, 1904, revised to January,

1906. On that plan is shown a right of way (north of the

Scholtz property) from the highway running westerly from a

point north of the Scholtz house, which was not used as an

approach by the Commission, as it was uncertain whether it

belonged with the reservation.

There was a right of way running south of the Scholtz

house (obtained by deeds), the upper part of which is now
used only for foot passengers. Some land west of the
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Scholtz house was afterward purchased and a new road

placed over it. These portions have not been placed upon

the map.

The surveyor has in his possession one of these plans upon

which he has noted certain changes to be made when a new

plan is made, which will contain also certain lands since

acquired. This is now known as the Reservation Plan.

Reservation Work.

Mr. P. J. Barrett of Adams was superintendent on the

reservation. He did some work in May. The reservation

was not opened until Memorial Day, May 31. There were

trees fallen on the road to be cleared away, and the season

was a very busy one until about August 7; but soon after,

all but one team and two men were discharged. In the early

part of the season, on June 23, after severe storms, the roads

were closed for repairs for about a week. At the end of the

season, October 28, the reservation was closed, there having

been severe cold on the mountain with a slight flurry of

snow, the water freezing, which made it advisable to close a

few days before November 1. The season was a stormy one,

there being many rainy days, and yet the average number of

visitors to the mountain was about the same as usual.

The southern road up the mountain which is used for

automobiles (8tV miles) was in better condition than any

previous season. Turnouts were made on a portion of this

road, and dirt removed from the east side preparatory to a

future widening. The tower was repainted. The road

toward Pittsfield was widened and much new rail put up,

and other roads were cared for. The garage roof was made

tight by putting on wooden strips so the wind will not lift

the paper. Stony Ledge Road was improved and many
persons made use of it. With the small force employed the

work was done very satisfactorily, and visitors appreciated

the good roadway. The house was well kept during the

season.

Professor Smith of the North Adams State Normal School

told Mr. Sperry how well they were treated at the house this

year. Mr. Hopkins, grandson of Mark Hopkins, camped with

his family on the mountain again this season, and was full of
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praise of the work on the reservation. There were more

campers than usual.

In another part of the report it will be seen that the dam-

age in the November and December storms of 1921, and

those following, which extended over the State, cut oif the

tops of many softwood trees and marred the appearance

wherever the winds swept down the mountain side. In

consequence of this it was quite a task to clear some of the

mountain roads. There was a great deal of damage done on

the mountain by the later storms. Many trees were up-

rooted in the Hopper section and in other portions of the

reservation. This fallen timber should be removed, but

there is no appropriation made for this purpose. Possibly it

might be sold on the ground.

The Supeeintendent's Report op Certain

Expenditures.

Repoet of Expenditures on Mount Greylock, Season of 1922.

Expenditures from May 1 to August 7.

Rockwell Road 1237 50

Pittsfield Road .

Adams Road
North Adams Road
Stony Ledge

Hopper Trail

Adams Trail

Cutting wood
Building repairs .

Telephone

1,089 25
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Adams, Mass., Nov. 18, 1922.

To the Hon. Feancis W. Rockwell, Chairman, Greylock Reservation

Commission, Pittsfield, Mass.

My dear Mr. Rockwell:— In response to your request I herewith

submit a statement of what I believe should be undertaken with

reference to the improvement of highways on the mountain.

1. Public convenience and necessity require that the Rockwell

Road and ' the Pittsfield Road should be
^

put immediately in good

passable shape. Under existing conditions there are so many auto-

mobiles using the mountain ways that travel is attended by difficulty

if not actual danger. The cars frequently come in large numbers

at the same time, and at some places are unable to pass in safety.

The roads should be widened, straightened and guarded by railing

and otherwise improved, and there are bridges that "will need atten-

tion. Much blasting will be involved. In addition, a gasoline engine

should be procured, and where there is blasting the stone should be

crushed and used on the road. This will do away with long hauls,

and Tvall be in the interest of economy; otherwise stone will have to

be brought a considerable distance.

2. For the straightening and widening of the Rockwell and Pitts-

field roads S3,000 would be required, and $4,000 mil be needed for the

other roads.

3. Buildings on the mountain are seriously in need of repair.

Very truly yours,

P. J. Barrett.

86 Park Stbeet, Adams, Mass., Nov. 25, 1922.

Dea5i Mr. Rockwell:— Have been speaking with Mr. Daniels,

and he thinks it is a wise plan to have a tractor for the mountain.

I have written for prices of tractor and gasoline engine and wall

send the prices to you when I receive them.

When Mr. Howard returns home I will see him and talk the matter

over with him.

Yours truh^,

P. J. Barrett.

These reports, although not complete for the year, show-

in a general way how the larger part of the annual appropria-

tion is expended. Add to the total of these reports the super-

intendent's salary of $1,000 and the smaller items that

appear in Mr. Sperry's report to the county commissioners,

and the general character of the expenditure of the $5,000

allowed by the county for the year will be seen. No unnec-
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essary work was done, and Mr, Sperry, as usual, kept

watchful charge of the disbursements of the appropriation.

There are many needs of the reservation, some of which

have been indicated in previous reports.

. Larger appropriations could be expended every year for

the proper care of the reservation. It is a great deal larger

than the Wachusett Reservation, and yet that has a larger

county appropriation.

The unusual severity and duration of the winter snows on

the reservation, as well as the severity of the summer storms,

is well known.

In order to meet these conditions unusual attention should

be given to the top surface of the roads. This surface should

be impervious to moisture. It is believed that nothing but a

tarvia road to the summit of Greylock will prove satisfactory

for the increasing number of motorists who each year visit

the reservation. Such a road leads to the summit of Wa-
chusett.

In January, after the November storm, Mr. Sperry re-

ceived the following report from a man who went over

-certain roads and noted the damage done :
—

North Adams, Mass., Jan. 13, 1922.

We started from North Adams at 9 a.m. for Greylock summit by
the North Adams Road. Almost from the begimiing of the reserva-

tion conditions caused by the storm began to show and became more
pronomiced as we advanced. At the 1-mile mark or stone near lookout

to Williamstown we found the trees broken badly. Just around the

corner above we found the basswoods, which stood higher than the

rest of the growth, stripped almost clean. The white birch and ash,

which grew faster and towered above the rest, were almost entirely

stripped of their branches. The birches, being slender and softer

than the other trees, seemed to have fared worse. This section of the

road had been cleared as far up as mountain pasture by the city em-
ployees. On the turn below the water barrel, where the embankment
was protected by railing, said railing has been carried away and broken
by trees. The forest around this bend seems to be a tangle of limbs

and trees, several large trees being uprooted as well as broken. The
road from there to the old boiler was practically cleaned, but the

woods seemed to show no diminishing of the force of the weight of

the storm. Commencing again at the boiler, from there to Money
Brook the road is filled with trees of all descriptions and sizes. The
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railing at Money Brook bridge has been broken away and lies in the

stream. Above here there are not a great many trees in the road^

probablj^ not over a dozen or such matter of small trees. We found

about four or five feet of snow in the road from there up. When we
arrived at the summit we found the mountain house open, the door

being broken and everything appearing to have been ransacked.

Snow had blown in the opening and the parties, to see around the

darkened house, had folded up and used the Supplement of the "Sun-

day Post" as a torch. The bunk house we found in good condition^

clean and closed, but not locked, the teakettle and bunks being in

good shape. The garage roof we found with probably about two

squares of paper blown off and the small door on the side was open.

We started down Cheshire Harbor trail at about 4 o'clock. The

trail seemed in much the same condition as the road below Mountain

Pasture on the North Adams side, only the trees being very much
smaller would not make so hard going, and of course would clear up
much easier. Where the openings were cut seemed to allow the trees

to form heavier on that side, and the ice carried the small tree tops

into it. About 2J miles above Scholtz farm house at Cheshire Harbor

we had to take off our snowshoes and come without them because of

the softness of snow and the limbs underneath. We arrived in Nortli

Adams about 8.30 p.m.

Samuel Martin.

In the "Eagle" of June 12 it speaks of the storm in

northern Berkshire. "A party who made the trip to Grey-

lock (the day before) reported that the tributaries to Hopper

Brook left their course and flowed down the road, making a

stream several feet deep. The descent of the mountain was

made through this stream, and the water was over the

running board."

On October 18 Greylock's summit was white with snow.

Fires.

Fortunately Greylock escaped damage by fire this year.

In May and the early part of June the papers were full of

accounts of forest fires in central and southern Berkshire, also-

extending throughout western and central Massachusetts,,

northern Connecticut and even into Rhode Island.

These accounts show that fires will cross streams and

roads and that the ordinary fire guard is almost useless.

Some of these fires burned over ten-mile strips, and when
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starting at the foot of the hills will climb with the speed of

race horses. The State fire wardens make the best fight

they can, and Commissioner Bazeley's department works as

well as can be expected with the small arrangements and

appropriations for fighting fires. He reported 2,000 fires in

Massachusetts up to May 2, most of which were due to

carelessness. It seems useless to expend money for large

tracts of timberland and not provide for their protection.

The suggestions of the Commissioner for laws preventing

forest fires as far as possible should be considered well by

the Legislature, and any means to prevent fires or to check

them when they are started should be adopted. The towers

built in various parts of the State, where watchers can be

placed at certain seasons to give warning of fires, are few in

number, and in the hills a fire cannot always be discovered

easily. The fire wardens are instructed to give notice of

fires in their vicinity, and they have done the best they

could to prevent fires. In certain sections there should be

patrols in the spring season before the leaves are out. The

great fire on Greylock mountain years ago, which burnt even

the soil on the hillside, leaving bare rocks, is an example of

the damage that fires may bring in their wake, and proves

that unless care is taken to prevent fires, our hills and

mountains may in time present the same appearance as

many of those in China and Japan.

In Canada airplanes were used to direct three hundred

men fighting forest fires. Reference to some of the articles

describing a few of these fires follows :
—

"Springfield Republican," April 29, Pelham.

"Springfield Republican," May 1, Becket and Housatonic, editorial.

"Springfield Republican," May 3, Holyoke Range, Mount Washing-

ton, Granville, Potter Mountain.

"Berkshire County Eagle," May 4, Lulu Cascade.

"Berkshire County Eagle," May 4, Mr. Bazeley's statement, asking

further control.

The fires were somewhat abated by the rain of May 4.
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A Few of the Visitoes to the Reservation.

Mr, Arthur Palme, who took the photographs that appear

in this report, the frontispiece, with the view of Pontoosuc

Lake and Greylock from an aeroplane; a winter view from

the tower, showing the Taconic Mountains; a view taken

from the quarry in Cheshire, showing the Greylock range

from the east; and also a view from Stony Ledge, with

IMount Prospect in the foreground, wrote on September 2 to

the "Eagle" as follows: —
Greylock Mountain.

To the Editor of the "Eagle.

"

Greylock Mountain is a State reservation, comprising some 8,000 acres.

On the top of the mountain there is a tourists' lodging house, where hot

meals, drinks and souvenirs can be obtained at any time, and on the

upper floor of which are located six rooms, with a double bed in each.

A 40-foot steel observation tower gives, on a clear day, a wonderful

panoramic view, extending, for example, as far as the Catskills and

Adirondacks.

All this should be known from personal experience to every Berk-

shire man, but you would be surprised how relatively few Pittsfield

people have been on Grejdock. I have spent the first week and last

week in August on the mountain, to become familiar with the daily

life up there. On a clear, warm day, from 20 to over 100 cars reach the

top, aside from a large number of hikers. It is interesting to note

that far less than one-half of these cars bear Massachusetts licenses.

Connecticut, Ohio, Illinois, New York and Vermont cars are among
those most frequently seen.

The automobile road from Lanesborough to the summit (11 miles)

was never in better shape, and can be traveled easily by any car.

Frequent turnout places permit the passing of cars. For hikers, the

Cheshire Harbor trail (4^ miles) is really a trail de luxe.

For a man who loves nature, and who wishes to enjoj^ a wonderful

vacation, a week spent at the Grejdock summit house will never be for-

gotten. A great variety of daily trips, such as those to Stony Ledge,

camp grounds. Hopper Trail, BeUow's Pipe Trail, Saddle Ball, etc.,

can be made, all within an hour or two, from the top.

You have daily new company to while away the evenings. A sun-

rise in the morning and a sunset at night makes a spectacular opening

and closing of each day. The food is good and plenty, and the cost

of it all is but $12 a week. It is cheaper to live there than in the city.

It is really a shame when a tourist from, say, New York City has

to tell a resident of Pittsfield about the beauties of Greylock. Try it

some day. It is the finest recreation you can think of.

A. Palme.
66 Edward Avenue, Pittsfield, Sept. 2, 1922.
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A party from the Pittsfield High School of Commerce

made the trip to Greylock by the Cheshire Harbor Trail on

June 4.

On September 17 six girls from the Shunya Camp Fire,

with their guardian, Miss Bessie More, and a guest climbed

Greylock by the Cheshire Harbor Trail.

The Rotary Club from North Adams made a trip to the

summit on September 27. (See "North Adams Evening

Transcript" of September 28, and its editorial of Sep-

tember 29.)

In October the county commissioners, accompanied by

newspaper men from the county and others, including Com-
missioner Sperry, made their annual inspection of the res-

ervation. (See "North Adams Transcript," October 16;

"North Adams Herald," October 16 and 22; "Berkshire

County Eagle," October 14 and 16; "Springfield Repub-

lican," October 16).

The Boy Scouts' hike to Stony Ledge, Greylock, on Columbus Day
was very successful. North Adams was present with 24 scouts and

three leaders, Adams with 40 scouts and one leader, and Pittsfield

with 29 scouts and six leaders. Owing to the fact that some of the

manufacturing plants did not close for the holiday, the attendance of

the scouts and leaders was cut down very materially. The trip from

Pittsfield was made by auto truck as far as New Ashford, from which

point the hike was made to Stony Ledge. The hike was in charge of

Stanley M. Anderson.

The first part of the hike followed a winding brook, all along which

there was excellent opportunity for observing many different kinds

of trees, and special attention was called to these by the leaders. On
the first part of the trail are some very excellent specimens of gray

birches; in fact, they are as typical as can be found in the Berkshires.

Many of the hornbeams are very large and beautiful and attracted

much notice. The trail, in general, follows an easy ascent to the camp-
ing grounds, but for one short distance the climb is quite steep. On
the way up several partridges and gray squirrels were observed by
different scouts. The local scouts met the scouts of Adams and North
Adams at Stony Ledge, and after spending about a half hour there

enjoying the beautiful scenery the entire party returned to the camp-
ing grounds for dinner. The view into the "Hopper" at this time was
especially beautiful, and the many colors of the foliage, due to the frost,

afforded an excellent view.

The scouts and leaders were divided into three groups and each

group prepared its own meal.



16 GREYLOCK COMMISSION. [Jan.

' The leaders making the trip were R. E. Miller, H. W. Rose and

W. D. Heiser from North Adams; J. T. Beals of Adams; and S. M.
Anderson, Kenneth Bassett, C. Henrichsen, Miles Hapgood, George

Shepardson and George P. Goodrich. — Berkshire CouisrTY Eagle.

Miss Dorothy French, valedictorian of her class at the

Pittsfield High School, took for her subject "The King of

the Berkshires," which shows the appreciation of the younger

generation for Greylock.

On March 9 Prof. T. Nelson Dale delivered a lecture at the

Pittsfield Y. M. C. A. before the electrical engineers, explain-

ing the geology of Greylock, Professor Dale said the United

States Geological Survey work of that region was done in

the summers of 1886-88 by the lecturer, assisted by W. H.

Hobbs under the orders of Raphael Pumpelly. The results

were published by the survey in 1894, and will appear again

in the Greylock-Berlin folio of the Geological Atlas of the

United States.

Professor Dale gave an admirable, concise and detailed

history of the formation and characteristics of the mountain,

and at the close of the lecture questions were asked upon the

subjects therein stated.

This lecture excited great interest in the large gathering

assembled. For a more full account of the occasion, see the

''Eagle" of March 10, 1922.

•Over twenty years ago. Professor Dale gave a lecture,

illustrated by lantern slides, at the Parish House of the First

Church in Pittsfield, the subject being "The Geological

History of Mount Greylock."

Dr. John Bascom also read a paper on the "Greylock Res-

ervation" at the Berkshire Athenseum in Pittsfield soon after

the reservation was established. Both of these papers were

afterward published by the Greylock Commission in pam-

phlet form, most of these being distributed, a few being sold.

Some of the proceeds, $25 from the sale of Professor Dale's

pamphlets, was put in Professor Dale's name as a subscrip-

tion toward a new summit house, and added to other sums

raised in Dalton and Pittsfield, these amounts being de-

posited with the county commissioners and afterward placed

by them in the City Savings Bank of Pittsfield, as stated in
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a previous report. The balance resulting from the sales was

deposited by Mr. Sperry in the Trust Company at North

Adams.

Trails.

In the January, 1915, report of the Greylock Commission

there is a map with an index to foot trails. These trails are

simply narrow paths cut through the woods. Some of them

never have been completed. The trail from the camping

ground, westerly, ends abruptly. The trail from the Switch-

back Road to Saddle Ball goes through a swamp and should

be widened. A trail should be made from the summit to

Mount Fitch and Mount Williams. The trails to those peaks

from the North Adams Road are not much used. The trail

to the inner Hopper should be made over; in fact, all these

trails need attention in addition to the work done upon them
the past year.

The Reservation and the Public.

This reservation is for the benefit of all. Four hundred

acres were given by the Greylock Park Association with the

tower on the summit and with certain rights to an approach

from North Adams.

A small tract also was given by Miss Susan Churchill of

Pittsfield at the former southeast corner of the reservation.

Ten of the Lenox cottagers contributed $500 toward the

excess of land purchases under the first appropriation from

the State.

The reservation now consists, according to Mr. Tuller, of

8,480 acres. There is a narrow automobile road from upper

Lanesborough to the summit, 8.7 miles. There are several

trails on the reservation, the one chiefly used by the public

Is called the Cheshire Harbor Trail which runs from the

highway from the arch bridge near Cheshire Harbor 4^ miles

to the summit. This follows the highway for a mile and
a half to the Scholtz house, and thence leads up the moun-
tain. As persons can approach on the street railway from
the north and from the south, this trail is the one most used.

Perhaps 90 per cent of the public who visit the reservation

make use of the Cheshire Harbor Trail.
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There is a narrow automobile road extending a mile and
three-quarters from near the high bridge on the southern

road (which point is about 2| miles south of the summit) to

Stony Ledge. This ledge presents a beautiful view of the

Hopper, a name derived from the old-fashioned hopper used

for grinding corn. The Hopper is surrounded by mountains

on the north, east, south and west. There is a small opening

on the road to Stony Ledge used for a camping site, and

every season a few persons camp there in the latter part of

July and August.

There are other trails approaching the mountain from

different points, and the people of the vicinity make use of

them in their excursions on foot.

It is 16.2 miles from Pittsfield to the summit by automo-

bile; the journey takes about an hour and a quarter, and

from northern Lanesborough to the summit the way is

quite steep in places and commands fine views of southern

Berkshire.

Parties of excursionists come from the eastern part of the

State, a few staying on the summit where the accommoda-

tions are limited to six little rooms in the house occupied by
and built for those in charge.

Many parties during the season camp on the summit, and

some in other parts of the reservation. On public holidays

there will often be parties of a hundred and fifty or more who
fill the little house and the large garage building near by and

camp in the open.

Associations of young people, sometimes made up entirely

of girls and at other times entirely of boys, go up for the

night to obtain a view of the sunset and sunrise, often

taking their own lunch with them.

In pleasant weather quite a number of automobilists visit

the reservation. Various clubs of hikers use the Cheshire

Harbor Trail, and excursions are planned for all parts of the

mountain. It is quite a sight to see a bevy of a hundred

young girls and a large body of Boy Scouts making the

ascent of the mountain from various sides.

Associations from the eastern part of the State often stay

at North Adams, on the north of the mountain, or at Lanes-
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borough on the south, and make excursions not only to the

mountain but also to scenic points in the surrounding terri-

tory. It is estimated that from eight to ten thousand people

visit the reservation from the first of June to the first of

November, yearly.

The little house on the summit furnishes meals for the

campers, and the accommodations for the night, as previously

stated, are limited.

The North Adams and Adams roads are not used for

automobiles to any extent, but are useful in caring for the

reservation.

The financial statement in this report shows the small

annual amount spent upon these roads, but many of the

people of northern Berkshire are clamoring for better ap-

proaches from their towns to the mountain.

The Rotary Club on its excursion was enthusiastic for an

automobile road from Adams to the north end of Ravenscrag;

thence down on the west side of Ravenscrag; thence circling

Mount Fitch and Mount Williams on the east; thence

circling Mount Williams on the north; thence southerly on

the west side of Mount Williams and Mount Fitch; and

thence to the summit following the survey made several

years since for a railway from Adams to the summit.

This route was originally surveyed by the Berkshire Street

Railway Company. The route is 12.8 miles in length. It

would make a beautiful scenic drive as it crosses the moun-

tains, and many people using the Mohawk Trail might drive

over it through southern Berkshire and thence to New York

City.

The Rotary Club proposal is a large undertaking. It

should be undertaken by the State as a part of the scenic

road development of western Massachusetts. The State

already has acquired by gifts and purchase many thousand

acres of the Berkshire Hills for forest reserves, preserving

as far as possible the wooded beauty of the hills.

When we reflect upon the characteristics and enterprise

of the people of northern Berkshire, recalling how they

wrested homes from the unbroken wilderness a hundred

years after the Connecticut Valley was settled; and when
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we recall, too, the plan they had in 1826 for a canal from

Boston, piercing Hoosac Mountain by a tunnel, thus con-

necting with the Erie Canal, the Great Lakes and New
Orleans via the Mississippi River; when we recall that by

a plan in 1829 for a railroad through towns in western

Massachusetts where granite blocks could be obtained in

place of ties, they planned that Boston might be connected

by rail with the Hudson River by a tunnel through the

Hoosacs (all of which appears in the reports of those years

to the Massachusetts Legislature); and when we recall the

successful efforts of northern Berkshire in having the Mo-

hawk Trail built for the development of a complete east-to-

west Massachusetts motor highway offering world-famous

views of the rugged western Massachusetts hills, — then,

indeed, we readily can believe that the same spirit, striving,,

for the benefit of all Americans, to reveal the recesses of the

highest and most strategically situated mountain of the

western bulwark of our Commonwealth, can accomplish,

with the aid of all public-spirited citizens, this project,

originated by the Rotary Club, for a trunk road over Grey-

lock Mountain.
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