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Ob<2^ (Tommonwealtl) of Mtassac^usetts

REPORT OF THE GREYLOCK RESERVATION
COMMISSION

The Lake on Greylock. The Highest Body of Water in the State.

Chairman—FRANCIS W. ROCKWELL, Pittsfield, Mass.
Treasurer—WILhlAM H. SPERRY, North Adams, Mass.
Secretary—ARTRVR B. DANIELS, Adams, Mass.

Forty-eight thousand, nine hundred and thirty-one acres of land, mostly
forests, are owned hy the Commonwealth in the County of Berkshire. Of
this number, eight thousand four hundred and eighty acres are reported in
the Greylock State Reservation.

Great interest is manifested in this reservation which includes the highest
three points in the state.

Just at present plans are being made to connect as far as possible the
different public lands in the various parts of the County by a foot trail,

which, including Greylock, will extend and fit into the larger Appalachian
Trail.

The Appalachian Mountain Club, the New England Trail Conference and
the Massachusetts Forestry Association have taken up the matter (see Chap.
284 also Chap. 289 of Acts of 1924,) and the century dream of opening up
the beauties of Berkshire seems likely to be realized.

Much has been written about the beauty of the county, its hills and
valleys, its lakes and views and fine descriptions have gone into American
literature. It only now remains to make its beauties easily accessible.

Northern Berkshire is noted for its rugged scenery while southern Berkshire
is famous in song and story for its picturesque and beautiful landscapes.

After the Reservation was established in 1898, a gift from the Greylock
Park Association of four hundred acres on the summit being made a condition

precedent to the original appropriation for the Reservation, it took two or

three years to complete the transfer. This gift of four hundred acres on

the summit with the roads from the north should always be credited to the

Association of Berkshire gentlemen whose forethought had secured it a num-
ber of years previously.

It might be advisable for the Commonwealth to add more lands to the

Reservation on the outside lines. The County pays the annual expenses under

the original act but as the State owns the land it might be the best policy

for the State through its Forestry Department to cut out certain timber and

reforest certain portions where the great fire in the latter part of the last

century swept over the mountain.

Mr. William H. Sperry, one of the Greylock Commissioners has charn-e of

the mountain and any inquiries should be directed to him at North Adams,,

Mass.
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The Reservation was fortunately free from fires the past season. In regard
to the fire on Greylock in September, 1923, credit should have been given to
a boy scout named Lawrence Pierce who discovered the fire and reported to
Mr. Hopkins at the Camping Ground and then made a non-stop run of over
three miles to notify the workmen at the summit. Fortunately, before they
arrived, Mr. Hopkins and others at the Camping Ground had succeeded in
extinguishing the fire. Mr. J. C. Musgrove thinks the boy should have credit
for what he did.

In case a forest fire threatens the Greylock Reservation, any person dis-

covering the fact will perform a public service by reporting about the fire

to the following address by telephone,—Verne Fitzroy, District Fire Warden,
Savoy 10, or A. R. Ordway, telephone Westfield 600. If Mr. Ordway is not
at home a message should be left for him. (Send message "collect" if you
wish.)

Inquiries are constantly made of Mr. Sperry from inside and outside the
state as to accommodations for parties visiting the summit. One gentleman
from Rochester, N. Y., in writing his thanks to Mr. Sperry said that their

"trip included the Catskills, the White Mountains, the Green Mountains and
the Adirondacks as well as your own Berkshires. We consider our trip to

Greylock, Stony Ledge and our ride over the Mohawk Trail the next day one
of the finest of our whole trip."

A party of eighteen from the Connecticut Chapter of the Appalachian
Mountain Club were on Greylock October eleventh and twelfth, one of whom
writes, "We were very well looked after by those in charge of the house and
given good accommodations and adequate food. I was quite impressed by the

way they handled the large number of people who came up Monday and still

were able to take care of us so well."

The accommodations on the summit are inadequate. The little house origi-

nally built for the Superintendent and his men (who are now quartered in a

little bunk-house) originally cost but eight hundred dollars, and repairs

costing about six hundred have been made. There are six little rooms for

guests, but the house hastily built in the early years of this century is a frail

little structure, cold even in the warm season and wholly unfit for the needs

of the public. There is a small fund, collected several years since in Dalton
and Pit^"sfield and deposited by the County Commissioners in the City Savings
Bank of Pittsfield amounting on July 10, 1924 to $1584.00.

On September 12. 1924, on the annual inspection trip of the County Com-
missioners an additional sum of five hundred dollars was pledged for the

construction of a new house. It is hoped this sum will be somewhat increased

so that a new house may be built in the near future.

In the early years of the Reservation the Legislature declined to pass a bill

for a house on the summit.

Ice Pond.

A few years ago when Mr. George A. Bauer was Superintendent, the Com-
mission had a small pond built for an ice pond, to furnish ice for drinking

purposes on the summit together with a small icehouse where, for several

years, ice was cut and stored in the winter. The design was to convey water

by means of a pipe about eighteen hundred feet to the summit, using a small

engine for that purpose.

Later, when Mr. Adams a new superintendent was appointed, the practice

rf storing ice was abandoned, and the little pond was never connected with

the summit. Water is still needed on the summit for drinking and sanitary

uses. There was a little spring, the head of a small brook which flowed down
into the Hopper and for some distance around the spring in the hollow of

the hills, the land was excavated for this pond. It is situated about eighteen

hundred feet from the summit, a little south-west of the foot of the County

Commissioners Road. Many visitors never catch sight of this little pond.

In the Springfield Sunday Republican of Nov. 16, 1924, is an account.
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written by Mr. G. B. Torrey of North Adams, of a trip made by Mr. R. E.
Sheuler of North Adams, a veteran of the Civil War who at eighty years of
age walked up the Cheshire Harbor Trail and took a photograph of the little

pond. It is very interesting and well worth reading.

The statement of Patrick Barrett, the Superintendent follows:

—

Adams, Mass., Nov. 20, 1924.
To the Board of Greyloek Commissioners.
Dear Sirs:

—

I herewith submit a statement of what I believe should be undertaken
with reference to the improvement of highways on Mt. Greyloek.
About two miles from the summit of Mt. Greyloek the Rockwell and Pitts-

field road should be made wider and protected by a railing so as to make it

safe for the public.

The High Bridge was in bad condition last Spring and one thousand dollars

was appropriated for repairs. Afterwards Mr. Sperry and I talked the matter
over and decided that to make it safe for the public it would be best to build

a new bridge on lower side of old bridge and ithat would straighten the road
on both ends which would make it safe for traffic. The wood work on old

bridge is fifty feet across and the wood work on new bridge would be twenty
feet across. The road on each end of bridge would be wide enough for two
or three cars to pass. I feel this would make a wonderful improvement in

the road.

Stony Ledge Road is badly in need of repairs. There should be a stone

foundation on the road for about one-half mile because the present road is

very dangerous after a rain.

Very truly yours,

P. J. Barrett.

Report of Expenditures on Mount Greylock, Season 1924.

Bridge, $1,000.00

Adams Road, 156.00

North Adams Road, 120.00

Stony Ledge, 124.00

Building Repairs, 125.00

Hopper Trail, 25.00

Adams Trail, 44.00

Cutting wood, ' 110.00

Rockwell and Pittsfield Road, 2,676.00

Extra work (for fire prevention) 36.00

$4,424.00

The High Bridge was not completed this year but it is hoped to complete

it next year. Mr. Barrett has recommended rebuilding six other bridges on

the reservation, one each year for six years.

The southern road up the mountain which is the only one to the summit

now used by automobiles, was in very good condition for a dirt road. It runs

from northern Lanesboro eight and seven-tenths miles to the summit. It was

closed this year to the public on October 31.

The caretakers in the house left a few days previously on account of the

intense cold on the mountain top, the water pipes having frozen for three

consecutive nights.

There are many persons who made the trip to the summit by automobile

throughout the dry season and there were many hikers who went up the

mountain by the Cheshire Harbor Trail and while all who made the ascent

did not register at the house it is estimated that over seven thousand persons

visited the Reservation during the season.

The proposed road from Adams to the summit of Greylock is a matter still

before the Legislature in the form of a bill asking for an appropriation for

a survey of the route.


