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REPORT. 

The Commissioners on War Records have the honor to 
submit the followIng report: -

Section 6, chapter 475, Acts of 1899, provided a fixed 
annual appropriation ?f $10,000 to carry out the provisions 
of the act establishing this Bureau. Chapters 491 and 634, 
Acts of 1908, amended this section so as to appropriate 
$11,000 for the current year, $1,000 to be used for employ
ment of two additional clerks. The ways and means com-

o mittee of the House desired that these should be women. As 
the appropriation was not voted until almost midsummer, 
the commissioners decided to use the amount additional 
($1,000) in the employing of fop.r female clerks for the few 
months remaining of the year in which it could be used, as 
this was clearly carrying out the intent of the Legislature 
that the work of this Bureau should be expedited. Conse
quently, the compiler selected four women, who have under 
the necessary supervision become as competent for this work 
as could have been expected in so short a time. The experi
ment is regarded as fairly successful, and the commissioners 
have asked for an appropriation of $12,000 (the amount 
originally proposed to be appropriated by the House of Rep
resentatives of 1908), ·in order t~at these four women clerks 
should be continued in their work for the ensuing year. 

The carding of town records, sworn to by city ando town 
authorities and forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the 
Commonwealth during and after the year 1862, is completed. 
There are very many discrepancies between the statements 
of the city and town officials and the records of the Adjutant
General; and the work in this line has proved its importance 
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in leading to verification and connections of service in very 
many cases, and consequently has been of great value, both 

, directly and indirectly. The necessity of comparing every 
town record card written with regimental rosters or lists of 
sailors, is manifest. It takes time, but the results warrant 
the examination. The following is the summary of the 
work:-

Sworn reports of enlistments from the city and town 
authorities of-

Medway, Princeton, South Hadley, 
Melrose, Provincetown, Southwick, 
Mendon, Quincy, Spencer, 
Methuen, Randolph, Springfield, 
Middleborough, Raynham, Sterling, 
Middlefield, Reading, Stockbridge, 
Newton, Rehoboth, Stoneham, 
Northampton, Richmond, Stoughton, 
North Andover, Rochester, Stow, 
Northborough, Rockport, Sturbridg'e, 
Northbridge, Rowe, Sudbury, 
North Bridgewater, Rowley, Sunderland, 
North Brookfield, Royalston, Sutton, 
North Chelsea, Russell, Swampscott, 
Northfield, Rutland, Swansea, 
North Reading, Salem, Taunton, 
Norton, Salisbmy, Templeton, 
Oakham, Sandisfield, Tewksbury, 
Orange, Sandwich, Tisbury, 
Orleans, Saugus, Tolland, 
Otis, Savoy, Topsfield, 
Oxford, Scituate, Townsend, 
Palmer, Seekonk, Truro, 
Paxton, Sharon, 'Tyngsborough, 
Pelham, Sheffield, • Tyringham, 
Pembroke, Shelbu!ne, Upton, 
Pepperell, Sherborn, Uxbridge, 
Peru, Shirley, Wales, 
Petersham, Shrewsbury, Walpole, 
Phillipston, Shutesbury, Waltham, 
Pi ttsfield, Somerset, Ware, 
Plainfield, Somerville, Wareham, 
Plymouth, Southampton, Wan'en, 
Plympton, Southborough, vVarwick, 
Prescott, Southbridge, Washington, 
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WateTtown, 
Wayland, 
WebsteT, 
VlT ellfleet, 
Wendell, 
Wenham, 
WestboTough, 
West Boylston, 
vVest Bridgewater, 
West Brookfleld, 
Westfield, 
WestfoTd, 

vVesthampton, 
VI[ estminster, 
West Newbury, 
Weston, 
vVestport, 
West Springfield, 
West Stockbridge, 
Weymouth, 
·Whately, 
Wilbraham, 
Williamsburg, 
Williamstown, 

vVilmington, 
Winchendon, 
Winchester, 
Windsor, 
Winthrop, 
Woburn, 
W Ol'cester, 
vVoTthington, 
vVrentham, 
Yarmouth, 

5 . 

have been carded; every card has been compared with the 
record books of the Adjutant-General, all discrepancies 
noted, and in almost all cases the lacking company letter 
ascertained; in many instances the regiment itself found, in 
which the man served, which was not on the town record. 
The navy cards have been quite as carefully examined and 
noted. Total number of cards, representing 30,111 men. 

The muster and descriptive and the provost marshal's 
rolls of conscripts and recruits are completed, and the de
scriptive rolls of the regiments on their first formation, 
together with accompanying rolls of individual recruits, are 
well on the way to completion. The whole number of descrip
tive cards written, or, when practicable, additional facts 
from descriptive rolls noted upon muster-in card~ already 
made, will number 77,129. 

The muster-out rolls of twelve nine-months' regiments have 
been carded, 11,892 men. 

Some original enlistment rolls have been carefully com
pared and noted. These papers are especially valuable, as 
they have the signatures of the men, which frequently prove 
to be of great importance in determining identity. They 
number 11,101 men. 

Monthly reports of eight nine-months' regiments have been 
carded, 4,220 men. 

There has been reading over and comparing for verifica
tion, in army and navy cases (largely owing to employment 
of new women clerks) to the number of cards embodying 
service of 37,292 men. 
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NAVY. 

Constant correspondence has been kept up with the Navy 
Department, eliciting prompt replies, and obtaining final 
records of about 500 men. Frequent visits to the Navy Yard 
to look up records have been made, with the usual satisfactory 
results. The most persistent and careful work on the part 
of the clerk in charge of the naval records has also brought 
about many of the connections of service so desirable to 
establish. 

Eighty-nine naval letters have been found in books of the 
Adjutant-General's department, which contain new informa
tion for this Bureau, which have been carded. Naval cards 
made to number of 1,149. 

The number of service cards written each year is prac
tically the only feasible way of measuring, one year with 
another, the annual work accomplished preparatory to pub
lication. The cards, made by the original clerical force of 
the Bureau (as first constituted and before its augmenta
tion), numbered in the year 1906, G8,243; in 1907, 71,702; 
in 1908, 87,203. 

The above-mentioned cards have been examined and com
pared with the rolls and record books of the Adjutant-Gen
eral, and the very numerous discrepancies and contradictory 
records n.oted for correction. 

The four new clerks, who began work after the amended 
law had allowed of an increased appropriation (made on 
June 12, 1908) providing for this addition to the force, have 
been engaged mainly in copying rolls, under proper super
vision. The ciu'ds made by them number 37,298; total card
ing during the year, 124,501. 

Letters written to the Navy Department, and those to 
Adjutants-General of other States, the Grand Army, other 
officials and individuals for information, numbered in the 
year 1906, 312; in 1907, 297; in 1908, 420. 

Replies received containing full details and final ,dispo
sitions from the Navy Department and from outside sources, 
as above, numbered in the year 1906, 205; in 1907, 219; 
in 1908, 543. 
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The fact should be recognized that all corrections and all 
connections of service are not only made and recorded on the 
books of the Adjutant-General in the interest of the War 
Records Bureau, but are for the present and future benefit 
of living veterans, or their widows, who apply for State or 
military aid, or pensions, or admission to the Soldiers' Home, 
or for burial purposes. The certificates of service needed 
for these purposes are called for in great numbers every year. 

It is already kno~, to all who have read the reports of 
the commission for 1906 and 1907, that the system employed 
is the best yet devised for such work. There can be no ques
tion of that, if accuracy and completeness are desired. It is 
identical with that in use at the War Department, and was 
used by the Secretary of this Commonwealth in the Revo
lutionary Records. 

When the compiler visited Washington before beginning 
this work, in 1900, he made a study of the way such work 
was being done by the government, and, in the course of a 
long consultation with the present Adjutant-General of the 
Army, spoke of the fact that a certain percentage of the 
information would . necessarily be required from the War 
Department. General Ainsworth, replied: "I cannot give 
you the information that you desire, at the present time. In 
the course of a few years I shall be able to do so. JYIean
while, you had better do all that can be done there, and 
eventually the small proportion that you will require from 
here will be furnished. At present we have too much to do 
in this department, owing to the condition of affairs attend
ant upon the war with Spain, and from some other causes." 

The compiler had been told by the Adjutant-General who 
was chairman of the commission when the work began, that 
fully ninety-five per cent. of the information necessary to 
the revision of the records existed in the archives of the 
Adjutant-General of the Commonwealth. 

The State saw fit to make the law as it is. It calls for 
more information regarding soldiers and sailors and covers 
more grounu than any other State has undertaken up to the 
present time; and will be of more lasting yalue than any 
State history of troops and sailors yet published. 
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The total appropriation figures $91,000 for nine years; 
total amount expended, $86,563.68. 

\i\Tith increased efficiency and experience on the part of the 
force engaged, it seems not unreasonable to believe that pub
lication may be at hand in about five years. 

WJ'lL H. BRIGHAJ'I£, Adjutant-General, 
WJ'lL J'l1(. OLIN, Secretary, 
HENRY E . TURNER, Audito?', 

CommissioneTS on . Wa1" R ecQ1"ds. 
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