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REPORT.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In accordance with chapter 211, Acts of 1912, I have the

honor to submit herewith the following report as Commissioner

on War Records.

The work of the Bureau has been carefully carried on during

the past year under the direction of Mr. William H. Alline, the

compiler, notwithstanding the many interruptions owing to

existing war conditions.

As Commissioner on War Records, I have followed the work

being done with careful attention, and am satisfied that it is

being performed in a thorough manner, and I consequently

adopt the report of the compiler as my own.

Respectfully submitted,

JESSE F. STEVENS,
The Adjutant General, Commissioner on War Records.





EEPORT OF THE COMPILER OF WAR
RECORDS.

Adjutant General Jesse F. Stevens, Commissioner on War Records,

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Colonel: — I have the honor to submit the report of the

Bureau of War Records for the year ending Nov. 30, 1918.

The work of the publication of the Civil War records has been

pushed as fast as possible during the past year in consideration

of the unusual interruptions owing to the present war, and the

many other annoyances with which it has been obliged to con-

tend. This Bureau is not alone in this respect, as other depart-

ments have suffered in the same way.

It was not until September that the work of obtaining final

records at the War Department in Washington could be started.

This was caused by the extreme difficulty in obtaining depend-

able clerical help, those having considerable initiative and ex-

perience in the files being necessary, as this work requires very

painstaking, accurate care. Nevertheless, since that time the

number of completed records received has more than exceeded

our expectations, some 1,000 final decisions having been fur-

nished. These were mostly of men serving in the 30th, 31st

and 32d regiments of Massachusetts infantry. Included in this

figure are 22 additional cases where desertion had been charged

erroneously and such charges had been removed. These, added

to the 224 previously reported, make a total of 246 men whose

records now stand cleared on the roster books of The Adjutant

General of Massachusetts.

It is most satisfactory to me to be able to report that of the

approximately 36,000 men from Massachusetts, who served in

the United States navy during the Civil War, every one (officer,

marine and enlisted man) now has a final record standing

against his name on our navy lists.



COMMISSIONER ON WAR RECORDS.

During the past year the Bureau of Navigation and The

Adjutant and Inspector of the United States Marine Corps, at

Washington, have forwarded returns, in response to letters from

this Bureau, which have enabled us to attain this result.

Duplicate typewritten lists of all the officers and a large num-

ber of the enlisted men in the navy, and all the officers and

enlisted men in the Marine Corps, have been prepared for use

when publication is ordered.

Similar lists are being made of the Massachusetts troops,

with practically all the short-term regiments completed. All

this work is carefully verified in order that this compilation

shall be as free as possible of errors, and contain a complete,

accurate history of every Massachusetts man who served in the

Civil War, army or navy.

There has been considerable correspondence with Adjutants

General of other States, city and town officials. Grand Army
posts, and individuals, resulting in much valuable information,

all of which has been carefully noted against the proper record.

The appropriation for the year 1918 was ..... $7,000 00

The expenditures were as follows :
—

Salaries, $5,190 00

Office supplies and printing, .... 45 69

Work at War Department, .... 1,033 33

Work at Bureau of Navigation, . • . . 93 38

6,362 40

Balance returned to treasury, $637 60

It is hoped that, with satisfactory clerical help available and

conditions improved at the War Department, Washington, the

war being over, it will be possible to procure such a number of

final records during the coming year as will offset the loss in-

curred during the year 1918.

Very respectfully,

WILLIAM H. ALLINE,
Compiler of War Records.






