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EEPOET OF THE COMMISSIONER ON WAR RECORDS.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Re'presentative^.

In accordance with chapter 211, Acts of 1912, I have the

honor to submit herewith the following report as Commissioner

on War Records.

As Commissioner I have kept in close touch with the work

of the Bureau during the past year. This work has been under

the direct supervision of Mr. William H. AUine, the compiler,

assisted by two able clerks, and I know that in all ways it has

been performed in a careful, thorough manner, and as rapidly

as possible consistent with obtaining a correct record for each

soldier and sailor. I consequently adopt the report of the com-

piler as my own.

Respectfully submitted,

JESSE F. STEVENS,
The Adjutant General,

Commissioner on War Records.





EEPORT OF THE COMPILER OF WAR RECORDS.

Adjutant General Jesse F. Stevens, Commissioner on War Records,

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

General: — I have the honor to submit the report of the

Bureau of War Records for the year ending November 30, 1921.

During the past year, beginning in May, the Bureau through

its agents, Leet Brothers Company, Inc., continued its investi-

gations at the War Department, Washington, D. C, of the

final disposition of some 2,100 men. These men were mostly

those who saw service in two unattached companies, one bat-

talion and four regiments of heavy artillery, fifteen batteries

of light artillery, with a few miscellaneous infantry cases.

Thirty-eight of this number were found to have been wrongly

charged with desertion, notice of the removal of the same not

having been sent to this Bureau. Added to the 323 reported

in the year 1920, this makes a total of 361 men now bearing

honorable final statements against their respective names on the

roster books of The Adjutant General of Massachusetts.

Realizing the great importance of examining all desertion

cases, I would again quote a statement, bearing on this subject,

which appeared in a letter addressed to Hon. E. M. Stanton,

Secretary of War, under date of September 11, 1865, from

Provost Marshal James B. Fry: "I estimate that 25 per cent

of these are not deserters in fact, but are men who became

absentees unintentionally or unavoidably, and afterwards re-

turned to duty."

The organizations completed or practically so are as follows:

5 regiments of infantry, 1 battalion of rifles and 1 light battery

(three-months men), about 5,500; 8th Battery and Company B,

7th Infantry (six-months men), about 200; Boston Cadets and
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Salem Cadets and 4th Battalion Infantry, about 800; 17 regi-

ments of infantry (nine-months men), about 18,000; 5 regi-

ments of infantry (one-hundred-days men), about 5,000; 33

unattached companies of infantry (ninety-days, one-hundred-

days and one-year men), about 3,400; 40 regiments of infantry

and 2 companies of sharpshooters (three-years men); the 61st

Regiment of Infantry (one-year men), about 73,000; 4 regi-

ments of heavy artillery, the 29th and 30th Unattached Com-

panies of Heavy Artillery, and the 1st Battalion of Heavy

Artillery, with 15 batteries of light artillery (three-years men),

about 18,000; general officers of the United States Army,

United States Volunteers and United States Colored Troops,

some 650 in number; all officers and enlisted men who saw

service in the United States Navy and Marine Corps, approx-

imately 36,000.

There still remain 5 regiments of cavalry (three-years men),

having about 2,600 records which need to be looked into at the

War Department, Washington, D. C, as to final termination of

army service and desertion charges.

Massachusetts had a number of men who, during the years

1861-65;, enlisted in various branches of the regular army, and

during the years 1863-65 in the Invalid Corps, or Veteran

Reserve Corps as it was finally designated. These records are

in a very incomplete state, in most cases the enlistment date

only being known. The compiler hopes that a large part of

the data needed to complete these records will be obtained

during the coming year.

There has been some correspondence with Grand Army posts,

town and city clerks and individuals which has added valuable

information to the files of the Bureau.

The compiler in his last annual report respectfully requested

and would again request that steel cases, similar to those now

being used for the World War records, be furnished this Bureau

for the protection of the 900,000 odd cards or slips which repre-

sent the records of the Massachusetts men in the Civil War.

The estimated cost of these cases does not exceed $2,000, and

would contain in addition to the Civil War records those of the

Spanish War and Philippine Insurrection.
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The appropriation for the year 1921 was

The expenditures were as follows :
—

Salaries

Office supplies and printing .

Work at War Department

Balance returned to treasury 174 40

Very respectfully,

WILLIAM H. ALLINE,

Compiler of War Records.

December 13, 1921.
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