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HOUSE No. 8.

House of Representatives, May 27, 1831.

Ordered, T 1 1at Messrs. Holden of Charlestown—Bas-
sett of Boston —Whitman of Lancaster —Thurber of
Mendon—Osgood of Andover—Rantoul of Beverley
fisher of Franklin —Baylies of Taunton—Kingman of
East-Bridgwater—Lewis of Barnstable —Foster o(Brim-
field—Loomis of Lee—and Smith ot Hatfield be a Com-
mittee to prepare and report an article of Amendment
to the Constitution of this Commonwealth, relative to
the number and mode of electing Representatives to the
General Court—and that the several orders and peti-
tions presented on the subject of the Constitution be
committed to the same Committee.

Attest, P. W. WARREN, Clerk.

<£owmontoealtl) of JHassarijuscttG.
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Resolved, By both blouses, the same being agreed to,
by a majority of the Senators, and by two thirds of the
members of the House of Representatives present
and voting thereon, that it is proper and expedient to
alter and amend the Constitution of this Commonwealth,
by adopting the subjoined article of amendment, and
that the same, as thus agreed to, be entered on the
journals of the two Houses, with the yeas and nays
taken thereon, and referred to the General Court next
to be chosen, and that the same be published, to the end
that if agreed to by the General Court next to be cho-
sen in the manner provided by the Constitution, it may
be submitted to the people for their ratification, in or-
der that it may become a part of the Constitution of this
Commonwealth.

<£ommonto*altlj of JHassacfutsettsi.

In General Court, at the May Session thereof, A. D. 1831.
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The members of the House of Representatives shall
be elected in the following manner: —

The several cities and towns in this Commonwealth
shall be formed into Representative Districts, in such
manner, that no town or city shall be divided ; that no
district shall be so large as to elect more than four
Representatives, except when composed of a single
town or city ; and that each county in the Common-
wealth, shall have at least one Representative ; and in
forming such representative districts, regard shall be
had to the number of inhabitants in the cities and towns
composing such districts, so that as nearly as may be,
the same proportion may be maintained in all the dis-
tricts, between the number of Representatives, and the
number of inhabitants in such representative district.
And the whole number of Representatives to be elect-
ed, shall not be less than one hundred and seventy five,
nor more than tw7 o hundred and thirty, and it being deter-
mined, what number of inhabitants shall be assumed as
the number to give one Representative, such districts
shall be formed of single towns, or of two or more ad-
joining towns, containing as nearly as may be such as-
sumed number of inhabitants, which may elect each
one Representative, or containing twice such number of
inhabitants, to elect each two Representatives, or con-
taining three times such number of inhabitants, to elect

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.
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each three Representatives, or containing four times
such number of inhabitants, to elect each four Repre-
sentatives. And in all cases, smaller districts shall be
preferred to larger, when they can be found without too
great a departure from the principle of equality.

It shall be the duty of the General Court, at their
first session after the ratification of this Amendment, by
a law made for that purpose, to divide the Common-
wealth into representative districts, upon the foregoing
principles, regard being had for the number of inhabi-
tants in each town or city, to the then next preceding cen-
sus, taken under the authority of the United States.
And to secure and maintain an equal representation of
the people, such districts shall by law be formed anew
conformably to the rules above mentioned, after each
census so taken.

And when any representative district shall consist of
two or more towns, the qualified voters shall meet in
their respective towns, and give in their votes for one or
more persons as Representatives, according to the
number to be chosen in such district, under the super-
vision of their respective selectmen, whose duty it shall
be to receive, sort and count such votes, and declare in
town meeting the name of each person voted for, and
the number of votes given for each; and it shall be the
duty of the Clerk of such town, to enter at large, on
the records of such town, the name of each person vot-
ed for, and the number of votes given for each person.
And it shall be the duty of such selectmen, and town
Clerk, forthwith to make out and duly certify under
their respective hands, a true transcript of the records
of such votes, and to deliver the same to such clerk.
And it shall be the duty of the several clerks of the
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towns composing such representative district, to meet
together at some convenient place within such district,
at some convenient time, not exceeding three days after
the completion of such election—such lime and place
to be fixed by law, and there to produce and compare
the several transcripts aforesaid, and thereupon to as-
certain whether any person has a majority of all the
votes given in, and if so, to make out a certificate of
such tact, under their hands, or the hands of a majority
of them, and to cause the same seasonably to be deliv-
ered to the person elected ; and in case of more than
one, then one such certificate shall be so delivered to
each of the persons elected, which certificates shall
be primafacie evidence of the title of such person to the
office of Representative. It shall also be the duty of
such clerks at such meeting, to make out in like manner,
as many such certificates, as there are towns composing
such district, one of which shall be delivered to each of
said clerks, whose duty it shall be, without delay to
cause the same to be recorded at length among the~ O

records of the town of which he is clerk.
And incase the Representative or Representatives to

be chosen in such District, shall not be chosen at the
first trial, it shall be the duty of such clerks, or a major-
ity of them forthwith to certify that fact to the Select-
men of each of the towns composing such District,
whose duty it shall be to issue their warrants for anoth-
er meeting of the qualified voters in their respective
towns, at which like proceedings shall be had, and the
votes shall be in like manner sorted, counted, declared
and recorded, and the transcripts thereof, compared,
and the result certified by such clerks at a meeting, as
herein before directed ; except, that at such second
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election, the person or persons to the number required,
having the highest number of votes, shall be deemed
and certified to be elected. But in case two or more
persons, at such second meeting, share the highest and
equal number of votes, the fact shall be certified by such
clerks, the House of Representatives arc authorised to
elect one or more to the number required, from the per-
sons thus having an equal number of votes. And in
case the Clerk of either of said towns shall be prevent-
ed by sickness, or other cause, from performing the du-
ties hereby prescribed, or any of them, or in case of a
vacancy in the office, it shall be the duty of the Select-
men of such town to appoint a clerk for the purpose
herein provided, who, for such purposes shall have all
the powers and perform all the duties of the standing
clerk of such town : and the rule that at such second
meetings the person or persons having the highest num-
ber of votes, shall be deemed to be elected and returned
accordingly, shall apply to all the Representative Dis-
tricts.

In all cases, where towns are herein mentioned, mu
nicipal districts shall be deemed to be included.

And when such Representative District is composed
of a single town or city, the votes of the qualified voters
shall be taken, examined, recorded, and certified and the
person or persons elected, notified of such election, and
furnished with a certificate thereof, by the Selectmen and
town clerk of such town, or by the Mayor, Aldermen and
clerk of such city, as the case may be.

The members of the House of Representatives shall
be paid out of the public treasury of the Commonwealth
for their travel and attendance in the General Court.
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No member of the Senate or House of Representa-
tives shall be arrested on mesne process or execution,
during his going to, or returning from, or attendance in
the General Court.

All the provisions of the existing Constitution incon-
sistent with the provisions herein contained, are hereby
wholly annulled.
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