
Proposed Article of Amendment to the Constitution,
as amended in Committee of the Whole, and with
the amendment proposed by Mr. Barton, of Ox-
ford, incorporated therein.

The members of the House of Representatives shall
be elected in the following manner.

Each city, town or district, containing twelve hundred
inhabitants, may elect one representative, and two thou-
sand four hundred inhabitants shall be the mean increas-
ing number which shall entitle any city, town or district
to an additional representative ; and the number of in-
habitants in each city, town or district, shall always be
ascertained and determined by the next preceding cen-
sus, taken under the authority of the United States.

In every case where any town is now united to any
other town or district for the purpose of electing a rep-
resentative, such towns and districts so united are, and
shall be considered respectively as one town in all things
respecting the election of representatives, as provided
for in this article.
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Any two adjacent towns, of that class, which separate-
ly would not be entitled to elect a representative shall
be united together and form a district for that purpose.
And where any such town is so situated that it cannot
be united to an adjacent town of the same class, it shall
be united to an adjacent town which is entitled by itself
to elect a representative, to form a representative dis-
trict. In which case, such district, shall be entitled to
elect an additional representative every other year. And
whenever any town not entitled to elect a representative
every year, shall, by a majority of votes, at a legal town
meeting, for that purpose called, decide against being
united with any other town to form a representative dis-
trict, the Legislature, shall, upon the application of such
town, authorise it to elect a representative every other
year, commencing to elect on such a year, as that the
House of Representatives shall always be of as equal a
number as may be. The Legislature, which shall be
elected under the existing provisions of the Constitution,
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
thirty two, shall form the representative districts as here-
in specified, and shall by law prescribe the mode in
which they shall hold and make return of their repre-
sentative elections. And the right of representation, so
established, shall not be altered by any future Legisla-
ture, till the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun-
dred and forty two, and every tenth year thereafter-
wards.

And to prevent the House of Representatives from be-
coming too numerous the number of inhabitants which
shall entitle any city, town or district to elect one repre-
sentative, and the mean increasing number which shall
entitle it to elect more than one, shall be proportionally
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increased if found necessary, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and forty two and every tenth
year thereafterwards, so that the House of Representa-
tives at the time of fixing said number of inhabitants
which shall entitle a town to send a representative every
year, and of fixing said increasing ratio, shall not consist
of more than three hundred and fifty members ; and the
members of the House of Representatives shall be paid
for their travel and attendance from the public treasury.

Not less than seventy-five members of the House of
Representatives shall constitute a quorum for doing busi-
ness, and all the provisions of the Constitution, incon-
sistent with the provisions herein contained, are hereby
wholly annulled.
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