
HOUSE....No. 22.

House of Representatives, June 14, 1831.

The Committee on Education, who were directed by
an Order of this House “to inquire into the expe-
diency of appropriating all or a part of the funds
received from the General Government to the uses
of Common School Education,” have considered that
subject and ask leave to

REPORT:

That in their opinion the establishment of such a fund
for the support of Public Schools in this Commonwealth
as would relieve the several towns from the necessity of
an annual appropriation for their support, would not be
expedient. It is the character of man to attach a value
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to the benefits he enjoys in some degree proportionate
to the labor and expense which it costs him personally
to procure them, and to neglect them or to cherish them
and profit by them accordingly. If our citizens should
cease to feel that the public schools were supported at
their individual cost, it is to be feared they would lose
much of the interest in them which is now manifested,
and would neglect to take proper measures for their im-
provement. The state of the Public Schools in this
Commonwealth, compared with their condition in many
of the other States, confirms us in this opinion, and en-
courages us to persevere in the present system of sup-
porting them ;—at any rate, that system ought not to be
hastily abandoned. Your Committee are not prepared
to say that a fund devoted to this purpose, intended to
come in aid of the appropriations in the respective towns
for the support of Public Schools, and to be distributed
only on condition that a liberal appropriation should be
made by the towns, might not be desirable. But they
find that the whole annual income of the public funds
which the order proposes to apply to this purpose, is at
present only about fourteen thousand dollars, an amount
too small, when distributed through all the School Dis-
tricts in this Commonwealth, to furnish adequate assist-
ance to any. And they are therefore of opinion, that it
is not expedient to take any further order at this time on
the subject.

For the Committee,
THOMAS A. GREENE.


