
SENATE No. 4.

IN SENATE, JUNE 1, 1831

The Committee to whom was referred so much of
His Excellency’s Speech as relates to an amendment
of the Constitution providing for a reduction of the
House of Representatives, have attended to the sub-
ject, and beg leave to submit herewith a draft of such
an amendment, accompanied with a statistical table
and a coloured map of the State, exhibiting its effect.

All which is respectfully submitted,
By order of the Committee,

A. H. EVERETT.

Commontoraltlj of iWassadjusctts.



The two hrst articles of the 3d. section, and the
Ist. chapter of the Constitution shall be stricken out
and the following substituted in their stead.

In order to provide for a representation of the
people, founded upon the principle of equality, and
adapted to the present and future condition of the
population, the Commonwealth shall be divided into
thirty-nine districts, in the manner following, and the
inhabitants of each district shall elect the number of
Representatives herein specified, until after a new
census of the inhabitants shall have been taken, by
the authority of the government of the United States,
in conformity with the provision in the constitution
thereof, to wit:

The Boston district, to choose thirteen Representa-
tives, shall consist of the city of Boston and the town

of Chelsea.
The Salem district, to choose three Representa-

tives, shall consist of the town of Salem.
Lynn district, to choose four Representatives, shall

consist of the towns of Lynn, Marblehead, Saugus,
Lynntield, Danvers and Topslield.

Gloucester district, to choose four Representatives,
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shall consist of the towns of Gloucester, Manchester,
Essex, Beverly, Wenham, Hamilton, and Ipswich.

Newburyport district, to choose lour Representa-
tives, shall consist of the towns of Newburyport, New-
bury, West Newbury, Rowley, Salisbury, and Ames-
bury.

Haverhill district, to choose three Representatives,
shall consist of the towns of Haverhill, Methuen,
Bradford, Andover, Boxford, and Middleton.

Charlestown district, to choose four Representatives,
shall consist ol the towns ol Charlestown, Malden,
Medford, West Cambridge, Stoneham, South Read-
ing, and Reading.

Cambridge district, to choose three Representa-
tives, shall consist of the towns of Cambridge, Brigh-
ton, Watertown, Newton, Waltham and Weston.

Lowell district, to choose four Representatives,
shall consist of the towns ol Lowell, Dracut, lewks-
bury, Billerica, Chelmsford, Carlisle, Bedford, Bur-
lington, Wilmington, Lexington and Woburn.

Framingham district, to choose three Representa-
tives, shall consist of the towns of Framingham, Marl-
borough, Sudbury, Concord, Lincoln, East Sudbury,
Natick, Sherburne, Holliston and Hopkinton.

Groton district, to choose three Representatives,
shall consist of the towns of Groton, Shirley, Ashby,
Townshend, Peppered, Dunstable, Tyngsborough,
Westford, Littleton, Acton, Boxborough and Stow.

Worcester, district, to choose four Representatives,
shall consist of the towns of Worcester, Milbury, Sut-
ten, Northbridge, Uxbridge, Mendon, Milford, Upton,
Grafton and Shrewsbury.

�bsr



'J-/'
4

Oxford District, to choose three Representatives,
shall consist of the towns of Oxlord, A\ard, Charlton,
Sturbridge, Southbridge, Dudley, and Douglass.

Brookfield District, to choose four Representatives,
shall consist of the towns of Brookfield, Western,
North Brookfield, Spencer, Leicester, Paxton, Hol-
den, Rutland, Oakham, Bane, Dana, Hardwick, and
New Braintree.

Templeton District, to choose three Representa-
tives, shall consist of the towns of Templeton, Hub-
bardston, Westminster, Gardner, Ashburnham, W in-
chenden, Royalston, Athol, Phillipston, and Peters-
ham.

Lancaster District, to choose lour Representatives,
shall consist of the towns of Lancaster, Lunenburgh,
Fitchburgh, Leominster, Princeton, Sterling, West
Boylston, Boylston, Northborough, Westborougb,
Southborough, Berlin, Bolton, and Harvard.

Northampton District, to choose three Representa-
tives, shall consist of the towns in the County of
Hampshire, situated on the west side of Connecticut
river.

Belchertown District, to choose three Representa-
tives, shall consist of the towns in the County of
Hampshire, situated on the east side of Connecticut
river.

Springfield District, to choose four Representatives
shall consist of the towns in the County of Hamp-
den, situated on the east side of Connecticut river.

Westfield District, to choose three Representatives
shall consist of the towns in the County of Hampden
situated on the west side of Connecticut river.
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Greenfield District, to choose three Representa-
tives, shall consist of the towns of Greenfield, Ley-
den, Bernardston, Gill, Northfield, Montague, Sun-
derland, Leverett, Shutesbury, Wendell, New Salem,
Orange, and Warwick, and the District of Irving’s
Grant.

Deerfield District, to choose three Representatives,
shall consist of the towns in the County of Franklin,
not included in Greenfield District.

Great Barrington District, to choose three Repre-
sentatives, shall consist of the towns of Great Bar-
rington, Tyringham, Otis, Sandisfield, New Marl-
borough, Sheffield, Mount Washington, Egremont,
Alford, West Stockbridge, and Stockbridge.

Pittsfield District, to choose three Representatives,
shall consist of the towns of Pittsfield, Dalton, Hins-
dale, Peru, Washington, Becket, Lee, Richmond,
Hancock, and Lanesborough.

Adams District, to choose two Representatives, shall
consist ot the towns of Adams, Cheshire, New Ash-
ford, A\ illiamstown, Clarksburgh, Florida, Savoy, and
Windsor, and the plantation of Zoar.

Roxbury District, to choose three Representatives,
shall consist of the towns of Roxbury, Dorchester,
Brookline, Milton, and Quincy.

Weymouth District, to choose three Representa-
tives, shall consist of the towns of Weymouth, Co-
hasset, Braintree, Randolph, Canton, Stoughton,
Sharon, and Foxborough.

Dedham District, to choose three Representatives,
shall consist of the towns of Dedham, Needham, Do-
ver, Medfield, Walpole, Franklin, Medway, Wren-
tham, and Bellingham.
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Taunton District, to choose three Representatives,
shall consist of the towns of Taunton, Dighton, Nor-
ton, Mansfield, Easton, and Raynham.

Pawtucket District, to choose two Representatives,
shall consist of the towns of Pawtucket, Seekonk,
Rehoboth, and Attleborough.

Troy District, to choose two Representatives, shall
consist of the towns of Troy, Somerset, Swansey,
Berkley, and Freetown.

New Bedford District, to choose four Representa-
tives, shall consist of the towns of New Bedford,
Fairhaven, Dartmouth, and Westport.

Scituate District, to choose three Representatives,
shall consist of the towns of Scituate, Hingham, Hull,
Hanover, Hanson, Pembroke, Duxbury, and Marsh-
field.

Bridgewater District, to choose three Representa-
tives, shall consist of the towns ofBridgewater, Mid-
dleborough, Plympton, Halifax, East Bridgewater,
Abington, North Bridgewater, and West Bridgewa-
ter.

Plymouth District, to choose three Representatives,
shall consist of the towns of Plymouth, Kingston,
Carver, Rochester, and \\ areham.

Barnstable District, to choose three Representa-
tives, shall consist of the towns of Barnstable, Sand-
wich, Falmouth, Marshpee, Yarmouth, and Dennis.

Orleans District, to choose three Representatives,
shall consist of the towns of Orleans, Brewster, Har-
wich, Chatham, Eastham, Wellfleet, Truro, and
Provincetown.

Nantucket District, to choose two Representatives,
shall consist of the town of Nantucket.
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Edgarton District, to choose one Representative,
shall consist of the towns of Edgarton, Tisbury, and
Chilmark.

And the towns from which the several Districts
are named, shall be called the District Towns, ol

those Districts respectively ; and the Legislature
shall have power to make any other town in either ol
the Districts, the District Town for the same, in
place of the towns herein named as such, whenever
such change will promote the convenience of the in-
habitants thereof, and to change the name ol the
District to correspond therewith.

And the inhabitants when assembled in their re-

spective town meetings, and in the ward meetings ot
the city of Boston, for the choice of Representatives,
shall give in their votes for the number of Represen-

a

tatives to which their respective districts are entitled,
in the manner provided for voting in the choice ot
Senators ; and the Selectmen ol the respective towns,
and the wardens and inspectors ot the respective
wards of the city of Boston, shall sort and count the
votes so given in open town or ward meeting, and
publickly declare the result, and the town and ward
clerks respectively, shall make a lair record ol the
number of votes given in, the name of every person
voted for, and the number of votes for each ; and in
the towns which singly constitute a district, the per-
sons chosen shall be notified in writing ol their elec-
tion, and in case the number of Representatives to
which the said districts are entitled shall not be elec-
ted, the Selectmen shall issue their warrant for the
holding of a second meeting, for supplying the said
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vacancies on the second Monday next after the first
election; and in the towns which constitute a part of
a district, (with the exception of the town of
Chelsea) the Selectmen shall appoint some suitable
person, who may be either the town clerk, or one of
the Selectmen, or any qualified voter of the town, to

be a judge of the election for the district, and a
record shall be made of this appointment; and a

transcript of the record of the votes, and of the ap-
pointment of a judge of the election, attested by the
Selectmen and town clerk, shall be sealed up, di-
rected to the town clerk of the district town of the
said district, with a superscription expressing the
purport of the contents thereof, and delivered by the
town clerk within three days after the election to the
person so appointed judge of the election, or to the
town clerk to whom the same is directed, or at his
office by 12 o’clock on the next succeeding Monday.
And the said judges of the election shall assemble at

12 o’clock on the Monday next succeeding the elec-
tion, at the office of the town clerk of the district
town, and after organizing themselves by the choice
of a chairman and clerk, shall proceed to open the
returns of votes from the several towns composing the
district, to compute the number of votes returned, and
the number given for each person, and to make a
record thereof; and having determined what persons
are elected by a majority of the votes duly returned,
shall cause notice thereof in writing to be given to each

O a

of the persons so elected, under the signature of the
majority of the said judges, or of their chairman and
clerk ; and if it shall appear on an examination of
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the return, that the number of members to which any
district is entitled is not duly elected, the judges ot
the election for the said district sliall make certifi-
cates of the fact, and of the number of vacancies, at-

tested by the major part of the said judges, or by
their chairman and clerk, and shall address one of
such certificates forthwith to the Selectmen of each
of the towns composing the district, requiring them
to call meetings of the inhabitants of their respective
towns, for the purpose of proceeding to the election
of the requisite number of Representatives to supply
the said vacancies; and the record of the said pro-
ceedings shall be attested by a major part of the said
judges or by their chairman and clerk, and shall be
deposited in the custody of the town clerk of the dis-
trict town ; and the Selectmen of the towns belong-
ing to districts in which the said vacancies shall be
found to exist, shall call meetings of the inhabitants
thereof to be held on the second Monday succeeding
the day of the election already held ; and in the
several wards of the city of Boston the clerks thereof
shall make a transcript of the record of the votes
given in their respective wards, which shall be at-
tested by them and by the wardens, and a majority
of the inspectors, and the town clerk of the town of
Chelsea shall make a like transcript of the record of
the votes given in said town, which shall be attested
by him and the Selectmen, which transcripts shall
be within three days transmitted to the city clerk of
the city of Boston, and it shall be the duty of the
city clerk forthwith to enter a plain and intelligible
abstract of the said returns in a book to be kept for

>
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that purpose, and it shall be the duty oi the Mayor
and Aldermen of the said city, to meet together
on or before the Monday next succeeding the said
election to examine and compare the said returns,
and to ascertain what persons are elected Represen-
tatives of the said district, by a majority ol the votes

so returned, and to give notice thereof in writing to

the persons so elected ; and it on such examination it
shall appear that the number of Representatives to

which the said district is entitled are not duly
elected, the Mayor and Aldermen shall issue their
warrants for the meeting of the inhabitants of the
respective wards on the second Monday after the day
of the election already held, for the choice of a suffi-
cient number of Representatives to supply all the

vacancies in the said district, and shall give notice to

the Selectmen of Chelsea of the number and names

of the persons elected, and of the number of vacan-

cies, and the said Selectmen shall thereupon issue

their warrant, calling a meeting of the inhabitants of

the said town of Chelsea to give in theii votes in the

said election ; and at the said second election, the

same proceedings shall be had in the seieial town

and ward meetings, as on the former election, in re-

ceiving, recording, and returning the votes, in ap-

pointing judges of the election, the assembling and
organizing of the judges of the election on the suc-

ceeding Monday, the examining and recording of the

returns by the judges of the election, and by the

Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Boston; and on

every such election held for the choice of Represen-
tatives to fill vacancies occasioned by the failure of
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the choice of the number appointed to be chosen at

any preceding election, a plurality ol votes shall be
taken to constitute a choice, that is to say, the candi-
dates, equal in number to the vacancies to be filled,
who shall appear to have received the highest number
of votes, although they may not have received a ma-

jority of the whole number of votes given, shall be
deemed and taken to be duly elected, and the judges
of the election, or the Mayor and Aldermen of the
city of Boston, as the case may be, shall give notice
thereof in writing to the persons so elected ; and in
case the requisite number of Representatives to fill
the existing vacancies shall fail to be chosen at any
election held for the purpose, the same proceedings
as are before directed shall be had for holding
another election on the second succeeding Monday,
for supplying the vacancies still existing, and the de-
termination of the result shall be made in the man-
ner before directed ; and in case at any time there
shall be a vacancy in the representation of any dis-
trict, by the death or resignation of any Representa-
tive elected, or otherwise, the Selectmen of the dis-
trict town, if they shall see fit, or if they shall be
requested so to do, in writing under the signature
of the major part of the Selectmen of any town with-
in the district, or if the said vacancy shall be in the
district of Boston, the Mayor and Aldermen of the
city of Boston, if they shall see fit, shall appoint a
suitable time for holding an election for supplying
the said vacancy, and shall give notice of the time
so appointed to the Selectmen of the several towns
in the district, and meetings shall be notified and



held, and the same proceedings shall be had for
supplying the said vacancy, as are required to be
had at the annual election of Representatives.

And it shall be the duty of the Legislature at each
regular session thereof, next after the taking an offi-
cial return of the census of the inhabitants of the
State, taken by authority of the Government of the
United States in conformity with the provision for
that purpose in the Constitution thereof, to make a

new apportionment of Representatives by an equal ra-

tio to the population of each District, in the following
manner, viz. ; they shall determine the number of
inhabitants which shall be taken as the average ratio
for each Representative, which number shall be such,
that the whole number of Representatives will not be
greater than one hundred and fifty, nor less than one
hundred and twenty, and the number of Representa-
tives, to which each District shall be entitled, shall be
determined by dividing the number of inhabitants
therein, by the average ratio so fixed, and each Dis-
trict shall have a number of Representatives equal to

the number of times which the said ratio is contained
in the number of inhabitants, together with one addi-
tional Representative, when the remaining portion
shall exceed half the said ratio ; and each District shall
be entitled to choose at least one Representative.

And the Legislature shall have power by law to

alter any District, by transferring any town or towns

therein to any other District, on an application made
by vote of the inhabitants thereof, at a meeting or

meetings duly notified for the purpose, provided that
the inhabitants of the District so to be altered, by the
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withdrawing or annexing of such town or towns, shall
give their consent thereto, by vote of a majority of
the inhabitants voting thereon at town meetings duly
notified for the purpose, and provided that no Dis-
trict shall be so far reduced by the withdrawing of
any towns therefrom, that it shall have a smaller
number of inhabitants than would entitle it, by the
ratio fixed for the time being, to at least two Repre-
sentatives, and no new District shall be so formed,
having a less number of inhabitants than will entitle
it to two Representatives.

13
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The number of districts by this plan is 39. Present number of Repre
sentatives proposed, 131.

The average ratio of 131 Representatives, to the whole population
of the State, is one to every 4,656 inhabitants.

,
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The assumed ratio, by which the apportionment was made to the
several counties, in forming the districts, and to the several districts, is
one to every 4,700 inhabitants.

The ratio in each district and county is as follows.

I Inhabit- Represeii- Ratio of Reps, in
County. District. ants. taiives. Ratio, county, county.

Suffolk Boston 62,162 13 4,781 4,781 13
Essex Salem 13,886 3 4,628 "'I

lt Lynn 18,104 4 4,526
(t Gloucester 18,493 4 4,623 4,604 18
“ Newburyport 18,578 4 4,644 j
11 Haverhill 13,872 3 4,624 j

Middlesex Charlestown 14,000 3 4,669^
“ Cambridge 17,026 4 4,406
“ Lowell 18,332 4 4,583 y 4,586 17
“ Framingham 14,384 3 . 4,794
u Groton 13,616 3 4,538 J

Worcester Worcester 18,324 4 4,581
ic Oxford 13,668 3 4,556 (
“ Brookfield 18,609 4 4,652 y 4,687 18
u Templeton 14,250 3 4,750
11 Lancaster 18,944 4 4,736 J

Hampshire iNorthampton 15,577 3 5,192) r noe a
“ Belchertown 14,633 3 4,877 $

Hampden Springfield 17,614 4 4,403 ) 4 rnn 7
“ Westfield 14,026 3 4,675 ] 4>s^U 7

Franklin Greenfield 14,869 3 4,956 ) 4 won n
“ Deerfield 14,475 3 4,825 J °

Berkshire Great Barrington 14,887 3 4,962}
“ Pittsfield 13,906 3 4,635 V 4,728 8
11 Adams 8,987 2 4,493}

Norfolk Roxbury 14,111 3 4,703}
11 Weymouth 13,249 3 4,416 > 4,655 9
11 Dedham 14,587 3 4,862}

Bristol Taunton 13,393 3 4,464''j
“ Pawtucket 9,275 2 4,637 I 4 r ., 4 1 .
“ Troy 9,680 2 4,840 f 11
“ New Bedford 17,271 4 4,319 J

Plymouth Scituate 14,947 3 4,982}
u Bridgewater 13,934 3 4,644 > 4,777 9
u Plymouth 14,112 3 4,704 }

Barnstable Barnstable 14,458 3 4,819 ) 4
li Orleans 14,007 3 4,689 3 ’

Nantucket Nantucket 7,202 2 3,601 3,601 2
Dukes Edgarton 3,518 1 3,518 3,518 1

Total 39 610,014 131 4,656 4,656 131
average, average. Total.

APPENDIX,



5VV

16

Districts too Small. Districts too Large.

Deficiency. Excess.

Edffarton 1,138 24 pr. ct. Northampton 536 ct.
Nantucket 1,055 22 “ Scituate 326 7 “

New Bedford 337 7\ “ Great Barrington 30b 6£ u

Springfield 297 li Greenfield 300 u

The greatest variation which there can be, according to the principle
proposed, from the average ratio, is in districts of two members, twenty-
live per cent.; in districts of three members, sixteen and two thirds per
cent.; and in districts of four members, twelve and a half per cent.


