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To the Honorable Senate,

and House of Representatives :

I herewith lay before the Legislature a letter just
now received by me, from His Excellency the Govern-
or of Maine, with an accompanying Report and Resolu-
tions adopted by the Legislature of that State, wherein
the payment over, by this Government, of the sum of
seven thousand, seven hundred and sixteen dollars and
eight cents, on account of the money received of the
General Government towards the payment of the Mas-
sachusetts Claim is requested. It appears from these

HOUSE', No. 58.

1 b



■>
$ %\ /ns

Documents, that this requirement is founded on a con-

struction now given to the third Article of the first Sec-
tion of the Act of Separation, which respects the distri-
bution of the money which may bo received on account
of the claim, and the fact, that from the money already
paid, this State has retained an indemnity for the expen-
ses she has actually incurred in its prosecution, with in-
terest upon the" advances made for this purpose, togeth-
er with an estimated sum to meet some yet unsettled
accounts, and future probable charges. Maine de-
mands one third of all the money received, without any
deduction for expenses, and insists that these are whol-
ly to be borne at the charge of Massachusetts. This
construction of her right is the more unexpected, from
the fact, to which I feel it my duty to advert, that the
Legislature of that State, on the Bth of March, 1831,
passed a Resolve, authorizing the Governor and Coun-
cil of Massachusetts, to examine and settle the claim of
General King, for services performed by him in prose-
cuting the Massachusetts Claim, at Washington, and to
pay the samefrom the generalfund. His claim was sub-
sequently presented for settlement here, and by a refer-
ence of it, by the Legislature of this State, to the Gov-
ernor and Council, would have been immediately there-
upon adjusted, but for a difficulty which occurred in sa-

tisfactorily ascertaining the just amount, when it was

voluntarily withdrawn.
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The sum retained from the common fund on account
of expenses, is stated in a particular exhibit of pay-
ments and interest, and an estimate for contingent lia-
bilities and future charges, filed in the office of the
Treasurer of the Commonwealth, a copy of which was
furnished to the Executive of Maine.

LEVI LINCOLN.
Council Chamber,

March 20th, 1832.
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