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To His Excellency the Governor, and
The Honorable Council.

The Inspectors of the State Prison respectfully
submit the following Report for the year ending Sep-
tember 30th, 1831.

At the close of the last year, the whole number of
convicts in the Prison, was two hundred and ninety. In
the course of January, the number was increased to
three hundred and five, but has since that time dimin-
ished so much, that it now amounts only to two hun-
dred and fifty-six, the number of commitments for the
last six months being less than during the same months
at any time within twenty years. The whole number
received this year is seventy-one. In the same time,
eighty-five have been discharged on the expiration of
theirsentences, and twelve by remission ofpunishment;
and one has been removed by order of Court.

Seven have died, and none have escaped. Other
details will be laid before you by the Warden, and by
the Physician and Chaplain, in the Reports relating to
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their respective departments, to which details the In-
spectors need not refer, except in so far as may be re-
quisite to illustrate those general views of the condition
of the establishment, which it is their peculiar duty to
present.

It is not yet four years since the passing of the Law,
providing for the present organization of the Prison,
and not quite two years, since the completion of the
new building enabled the Government to carry into full
operation the system contemplated by that Law. Even
in this short period, the success of the system is obvi-
ous to the most careless observer, and is more and more
conspicuous as the Institution is more closely scrutiniz-
ed. The nature and extent of the improvement can be
realized only by comparing the former with the actual
condition of the Prison. Formerly, the facilities for the
intercourse of the convicts with each other, and even
with strangers, their control of the money allowed them,
under the name of over-stint, and above all, the con-
finement of several in the same cell, without superin-
tendence during the night, gave them means and oppor-
tunities for corrupting each other, for evading the reg-
ulations and defeating the objects of the Prison, and for
endangering the public peace. They were constantly
engaged in plots, not only for their own escape, but for
the perpetration of felonies by associates without the
walls, or by those of their own number, who were about
to be liberated; so, that many of the most flagitious
crimes, committed in this vicinity, were contrived or
suggested within the Prison itself; and it was by no
means uncommon, immediately after the discharge of a
convict, to hear of some new atrocity in the neighbour-
hood.
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The recent and not yet hardened criminal, being
here exposed to the steady influence of the worst inter-
course and the worst example, and far removed from
every moral restraint, soon became familiar with every
species of guilt, reckless of punishment, and the slave
of vices which at once brutalized his intellect and pros-
trated his strength, till all were brought down nearly to
a level with the most abandoned. At the same time,
their various offences exposed them to frequent punish-
ment, and kept them in perpetual apprehension of being
detected by some officer, or betrayed by some compan-
ion. Devoted to such pursuits, and absorbed by such
feelings, they seemed to regard themselves as the irrre-
concileable enemies of society, and became entirely in-
accessible to all human sympathy, and to all moral or
religious impressions. Obduracy was to them manli-
ness, and every thing like compunction was a subject of
ridicule. This state of things was not peculiar to our
own Prison ; it belongs to all which arc conducted on
the same principles, by which tiiat was then regulated—-
to all in which the control of money, a ready communi-
cation by day with each other, and unrestrained inter-
course with several of their companions by night, are
allow'ed to persons guilty of every crime not capital.

On the other hand, by the system now in operation
here, the convicts are precluded from all intercourse
with each other or with strangers, and are confined each
in his solitary cell at night. They not only receive no
pay for their labor, but arc not permitted to have any
property whatever in their possession, excepting the ar-
ticles of necessity furnished them by the Prison, and
arc so strictly disciplined and secured, that these regu-
lations are effectually enforced, and thus the worst evils
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existing under the former system are rendered impossi-
ble. It must be added, that the moral and religious in-
structions of the Chaplain, given on all fit occasions,
and especially in the Sunday School under his charge,
form an important auxiliary to the discipline of the
Prison.

Though the present system has been in operation so
short a time, and so many still remain who were educa-
ted under the former, its results are conspicuous in the
whole demeanor, the habits, and the health of the con-
victs. They are obedient and respectful to their offi-
cers, are more cleanly, industrious, and contented, sen-
sible to kindness, accessible to feelings of compunction,
and easily induced to express resolutions of amendment.
How far such resolutions will in general be adhered to,
and the temptations which they may meet in society,
after their discharge, be resisted, can be determined
only by long experience and close observation.

We hope much, and we expect not a little. This
one thing ive know, that, whatever may be the influence
of this Institution, as a school of reform ; it has ceased
to be the school of depravity. The Warden states, that
of the ninety-seven who have been discharged the last
year, only six are known by him to have committed any
new offence ; a statement which would have been alto-
gether incredible under the old system, though less pains
were taken then than now, to trace the history and
movements of those who had left the Prison.

During the past year, the health of the convicts has
been remarkably good, especially when it is considered
how many of the inmates of such a place come there
diseased, or debilitated by their vices. There have
been 107 Patients in the Hospital, seven of whom have
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died, all of lingering complaints, and yet the aggregate
number of days residence there has been only 1,87d,
though in the preceding year, which was deemed
healthy, it was 2,490 days. It is observed by the Phy-
sician, that recovery from acute diseases here is usually
rapid and regular, and that no instance of a relapse is
known ; a circumstance which can only be ascribed to

the care taken of the sick, and to their entire exemp-
tion from all irregularity, anxiety, or exposure. Though
the Hospital has been found at all times in perfect
order, yet it is not possible, from its construction, to
prevent all intercourse among the patients; and it is
therefore most earnestly to be desired, that an apart-
ment should be provided for this purpose, in which a
proper supervision may be exercised, and thus the last
relic removed of that system, which the Legislature so
wisely determined to abolish. The expense would not
be considerable, and no additional officer would be
necessary.

The accounts of the pecuniary affairs of the Prison,
which are required by law to be made up to this date,
are, of course, not yet completed. But in order that
the results, which they will present, may be relied on
with perfect confidence, an estimate of the stock on
hand at the end of the year will be made by a person
well qualified for that purpose, and who is not in any
manner connected with the Government of the Prison.
It is perfectly obvious, that without a correct valuation
ot the Stock, no precise or satisfactory conclusion, as
to the condition of the property, can be drawn from the
books and accounts; and the Inspectors therefore
have not hesitated to sanction the charge incurred by
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this proceeding, as a necessary expense of the Prison,
though it is not expressly authorized by law.

According to the best estimates that can now be
made, the expenditure of the year will be found to
have exceeded its income less than one thousand dol-
lars.

This deficit is far less than that of the last year,
which was less than that of the preceding, and it is
hoped, that these repeated diminutions are an evidence
of that gradual improvement, which is most likely to
be permanent.*

The contracts already made for the supplies of the
next year, are on terms somewhat more favorable than
heretofore. In the last year also a contract was made
lor disposing of the labor of forty men for several years
at thirty three cents each per day, in which it was pro-
vided, that since most, if not all of them were entirely
ignorant of the business for which they were hired, they
should serve a sort of apprenticeship for three months
without pay. That time is past, and pay will hereafter
be received for the labor of every new convict thus let,
from the time, when he is first employed. This cir-
cumstance alone will make an immediate difference in

* tn the year 1828, when the affairs of the .Prison were settled by Com-
missioners, the deficit of the year was $12,167 07. In 1829, it was $7,599
<0; and in 1830, it was $6,897 02. Tho improvement in the finances,
which now appears to have taken place this year, is greater than was anti-
cipated, and must be ascribed in part to the facts, that there has been an un-
usual demand for stone, and that while all occupations have been amply re-
munerated, the Prison has shared in the common prosperity. But though it
cannot be supposed, that the reduction ofexpense will go on in future, at the
same rate, so as to render this Institution a source of large income to the
State, it may be confidently expected, that while it shall continue to bo con-
ducted on the present system, it will not prove an onerous burden.
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favor of the prison of more than One Thousand Dol-
lars per annum.

There is another consideration which is likely to have
a favorable, though more remote effect on the finances
of the Institution. Hitherto few persons have been wil-
ling to hire the services of the convicts in consequence
of the inefficiency of their labor compared with that of
other men, and the danger of loss by their misconduct;
the shops in the Prison having been repeatedly set on
fire, probably by design, and the property of the con-
tractors thus destroyed. But when it shall be generally
understood, that in the present improved state of disci-
pline, there is little danger of the recurrence of such
losses, and that the labor of the convicts is more effi-
cient than formerly, it is probable, that it will command
a greater competition, and a higher price. The incon-
veniences heretofore experienced from the admission of
contractors, and their agents within the walls are not
perceived under the present system.

The occupations now pursued here are the follow-
ing;

One Hundred and Twenty seven men are engaged in
Stone cutting, and in employments connected with that
Department.

Forty are let as Cabinet Makers, and ten as Brush
Makers, at the rate of thirty three cents per day.

Eighteen coopers paid by the job are estimated to
earn about the same sum.

Seven White Smiths, and Fifteen Shoemakers, paid
in the same manner are estimated to earn somewhat
more.

In all Two Hundred and Seventeen.
All the others, who are capable of labor, arc cmploy-

2 s
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od in making clothes, washing, cooking, and in the va-
rious offices requisite for the promotion of health and
cleanliness, but which yield no direct pecuniary profit.

In order, therefore, to make the income of the Insti-
tution equal to its expenses, these two hundred and
seventeen convicts must earn sufficient to provide food,
clothing, fuel, and medicine, for the whole number in
the Prison, to pay the salaries of the Officers, amount-
ing to twelve thousand dollars, and to pay the expense
of transporting convicts from all parts of the States to
the Prison, which, though small this year, has sometimes
amounted to almost a thousand dollars, as well as that
of providing the clothing and money allowed by law to
Prisoners on their discharge, which has this year ex-
ceeded eighteen hundred.

In comparing the cost of this establishment with that
of others, sufficient regard is not always paid to these
several items of expenditure, which are not in all places
charged against the Prisons.

It has been mentioned as tending to lessen the profits
of the Prison, that, of late, convicts are almost always
sentenced for short periods, and are of course discharg-
ed before they have had time to become skilful work-
men and earn high wages. But surely for such a loss
we may find consolation in reflecting, that if sentences
are milder than formerly, it is an evidence that crimes
are less atrocious, and that society gains, though the
finances of the Prison may suffer. Many other circum-
stances lead to the same conclusion, and incline us to
think, that crimes of the more violent character bear
a less proportion to others among us than was once the
case. Of the Seventy one committed this year, sixty one
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were convicted of larceny and one of cheating, ft may
be worthy of remark also with reference to the state of
society, that the great majority of the convicts appear
to be far inferior in ability and information to what has'
sometimes been supposed, and indeed to the average of
any class of our citizens. There are several Prisoners
here, said to be natives of New England, who arc un-

able to read and write, and many who seem almost in-
capable of taking proper care of themselves.

The law imposing additional punishments for a second
and third offence, was, till lately, supposed to apply only
to cases, in which the new offence was committed after
punishment of the preceding. But this construction is
now settled to be erroneous, and the additional punish-
ment is inflicted, even when there are two convictions
at the same term of the Court. However clear may be
the language of the law, it may be doubted whether the
general object of the Legislature might not be more ex-
actly accomplished by some modification of it.

The appointment by the French Government, of Com-
missioners to visit the United States, and enquire into
our systems of Prison Discipline, and the principles and
administration of our Penal Laws, is a credit to that na-
tion and a compliment to this—and the duty has been
confided to Gentlemen who seem every way qualified
to discharge it in a manner highly honorable to them-
selves and useful to their country. They have recently
made repeated visits to this Prison, and its Officers
have taken pleasure in giving them every aid and in-
formation in their power.

It is highly gratifying to the Inspectors to express
their entire satisfaction with the conduct of all the
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present Officers of the Prison; though their testimony
can hardly be necessary to the merit of the Physician,
of the Chaplain, and especially of the Warden, who
have performed their respective duties with a zeal,
ability, harmony, and discretion, of which the pros-
perity of the Institution, is the best proof and the best
reward.

F. C. GRAY, }

S. LELAND, Inspectors.
CHARLES WELLS, S

State Prison, Sept. 30, 1831.
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Massachusetts State Prison, )

Oct. 28th, 1831. j

His Excellency Levi Lincoln,

I have the honor to transmit my Report on the af-
fairs of this institution, for the last year, amended in
a few instances as suggested. It will be seen that the
accounts were correct, and that the profits only fall
short of income $477 41 ;—and it may be doubted whe-
ther the charge of $826,97, for the depreciation and
decay of Stock, should be considered as a part of the
financial operations of the Prison. Without that charge,
there would have been a gain to the Institution.

I have the pleasure to report, that all is quiet as re-
gards the Prison, and that the number of Convicts is
now reduced to 247, all of whom are advantageously
employed, and generally in a condition of excellent
health.

Most gratefully,
Your Excellency’s

Obedient Servant,
(Signed) WILLIAM AUSTIN, Warden.

A copy of the Report will be lodged in the Office of
the Secretary of State.

Sir,
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The Warden of the State Prison has the honor to
present, on the close of the year, a “ Statement of the
Affairs of the Prison,” as required by law, and asks
leave to Report, as follows:

The whole number of Convicts remaining Oc-
tober Ist, 1830, was - •• 290

Number received during the last year, - 71

361
Discharged during the year on expiration of

sentence, 85
Sentences remitted, -

- 12
Died, 7; Escaped none, - - 7
Detained by Court, - - - I—los

Whole number in confinement Oct. Ist, 1831, 256

Ages of those remaining , viz :

16 to 20 y’s 18, 35 to 40 y’s 31, 55 to 60 y’s 5,
20 to 25 “ 45, 40 to 45 “ 31, 60 to 65 “ 4,
25 to 30 “ 55, 45 to 50 “ 12, 65 to 70 “ 3,

30 to 35 “ 45, 50 to 55 “ 7, Making 256.

To His Excellency Levi Lincoln, and The Honorable
Council of the Commonwealth.
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Terms of Sentences of those remaining.

Fori y’r, 31 For 3J y’s, 1 For 8 y’s, 4 For Life
“ U “ 13 “ 4 “ 15 “ 10 “ 10

i, 40

“ 1| « 2 “ 5 “ 23 “ 12 “ 2
» 2 “51 “ 5J “ 1 “ 14 “ 2
“ 2£ “ 5 “ 6 “ 7 “ 15 “ 1
« 3 «28 “ 7 “ 19 “ 17 “ 1 Making 256

States and Counties to which belonging.

9
2
2

15 England,
124 Holland,

Maine,
Massachusetts,
New York, 10 France,

17 Ireland, 20New Hampshire,
Vermont, 6 British Colonies,

1 Scotland,
7

New Jersey,
Maryland,
Pennsylvania,
Connecticut,
Virginia,

4
6 Naples,
7 Spain,

1
1

10 St. Domingo,
1 Brazil,

1
1

South Carolina,
Rhode Island,

2 Africa, 1
8
- Foreigners, 49

207 Americans, 207

256
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Larceny, 184 Murder, Sentence commuted, 2
Burglary, 15 Attempt to Rape, 7
Counterfeiting, 18 Assault with intent to Murder, 7
Forgery, 8 Felonious Assault, 5
Arson, 3 Manslaughter, 23 Manslaughter, 2

1 Robbery,
1 Adultery,

1Bestiality
Perjury, 9.

256

41Cabinet Makers,
Bakers,

Stone Cutting, 86
1Grinding implements, 3

Breaking Stone for > g
Macadamising, )

Porters —N. Prison and )
„

yard, )

Attendant in Chapel, > j
and Messenger, j

Shoe Makers, 15
Shop Waiters, 5
Washing, 4
Barbers, 2
Coopers, 18
Brush Makers, 10

Black Smiths, 20
Patients in Hospital, 4
Carpenter and House- > g

White Smiths, 7
Transporting Stone, 12
Attending in Hospital, 2

5waitersImbecile,
Tailors,
Cooks,

10
256b

Crimes of those remaining.

Employment.
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Of the Convicts remaining, 38 are Negroes and Mu-
lattoes, and 3 are Indians; 44 are confined on second
commitments; 21 on third commitments; 2on fourth,
and 3on fifth commitments. Of the 71 committed dur-
ing the last year, 61 were for Larceny, 2 for Burglary,
4 for Counterfeiting, 1 for Robbery, 1 for attempt to
Rape, 1 for Assault, and 1 for Forgery.

The events of the last year have not been important.
The System of discipline and police has been further
tested, and found adequate to its objects. The power
vested in the hands of the Warden, by law, cautiously
exercised, has been found equal to the enforcement of
order and obedience, with few resorts to Coercive
Measures,

The salutary restraint and compulsion to labor of
such men as are sentenced to the Penitentiary, necessa-
rily demands the application of occasional punishments.
These punishments must be cither internal by starva-
tion, or external by corporeal Infliction of Stripes.
The latter of these modes has been adopted in this
Prison, as being less cruel and injurious to the health of
the Offender, producing a more prompt and cheerful
obedience, and preserving his labor for the benefit of
himself and the community ; but neither of these modes
have been resorted to, when the mind of the Offender
could be reached, and properly affected by Argument or
Admonition.

An opinion has been inculcated in this Institution,
that if a Convict sentenced for a term of years, can
escape by Stratagem and without violence, and shall
avoid detection until the expiration of the term express-
ed in the Warrant referring to its date, he cannot then
be arrested and recommitted, and that if he shall be rc-

3 s
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taken previous to that time, then that the time he shall
have been absent must be counted the same as though
he had not escaped. The law provides only for the
punishment of escapes by violence, and is entirely si-
lent as to escapes by stratagem ; and this fact has too
often induced the more ingenious and wary of the Con-
victs to engage in concerting plans for such escapes.
Two such have fallen under the decision of the present
Warden. He, however, has dissented from the opinion
heretofore entertained, and in one case has detained a
Convict six days, and in another as many months, to
make up the time they were thus absent ;—constru-
ing the Warrant to require that the Convict shall be
subject to the discipline of the Prison as many years,
months and days as may be expressed in the Warrant;
and that the Convict owes so much of his time and la-
bor to the Commonwealth in atonement for his crimes ;

and from which he can only be exempted by a higher
tribunal or Executive elemenev.

It is believed that these decisions have had the effect
to abolish the various plans for escape, heretofore too
much the occupation of the minds of the inmates of
the Prison; and if these decisions should be deemed to
be untenable, it is hoped that provision may be made
by law for the government of such cases.

Two individuals have been sentenced to this Prison,
for life, during the last year, under a construction of the
law providing for additional punishment (sth and 6th sec-
tions of the law of 1817—8 and 19th and 20th sections
of that of the 11th March, 1828, for the government of
this Prison) for the repetition of Offences, which they feel
to be peculiarly severe. These individuals were con-
fined here on a second commitment, but for two dis-
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tiuct crimes on the last commitment, making three sep-
arate convictions. This construction undoubtedly com-

ports with the language of the law, but varies essentially
from the construction of the same law heretofore given,
since the year 1818, and has an expost facto bearing on
these individuals, and will have, on many others ot the
Convicts, who are thus liable to its consequences, but

who under the former practice would have again an op-
portunity of evincing their good or evil conduct, at lib-
erty among their fellow men, and who could not have
been conusant of this change of construction, and their
consequent liability when they committed their last of-
fences.

The supplications of these unfortunate, though de-
graded men, has induced the Warden, though with
great diffidence, to make these remarks and sugges-
tions, and in the behalf of those not sentenced, to re-
spectfully express a hope that the language of the law
may be so modified by the Legislature, as to produce a

recurrence to the practice heretofore, (until this year,
since 1818) and thus relieve these unhappy men from
sentences so awful and alarming, and give them one

more opportunity to evince their reformation.
The law appears to require that the Warden and

Deputy Warden, shall “reside within the limits of the
Prison ground, as soon as accommodations” can be
provided for them; but there has not been any plan
suggested by which accommodations for the Warden
could be made, without incurring an unwarrantable ex-
pense.

In the present state of the Institution, however, the
larger portion of the Warehouse becomes unnecessary
for conducting the labor of the Prison, and it is respect-
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fully submitted whether alterations in or additions to,
that building might render it a suitable residence for
the Warden. In the course of the ensuing Summer, it
will be necessary to replace the pickets on a large por-
tion of the walls, and to set entire new pickets along
the street and round the front yard ; and the occasion
would be favorable to the alterations and additions to
the Warehouse before suggested, if it shall be deemed
expedient to make them. The Warden cannot in jus-
tice to his own feelings, close this report, without grate-
fully acknowledging the judicious counsel and ready
support of the members of the Board of Inspectors, the
humanity and ability of the Physician, and more espe-
cially the assiduous labors and pious zeal of the Reve-
rend Chaplain, evinced in his teaching and in the great
utility and moral effect of the Sunday School under his
direction, as well as for the interesting accumulation of
facts which he has obtained in regard to the early his-
tory and habits of the Convicts, and which it is hoped
ho will communicate in his report. Nor is the unwea-
ried attention, and industry of the Deputy and all the
officers connected at the present time with the Institu-
tion less worthy of the thanks and approbation of the
Warden. In order to a proper distribution of labor and
to take due advantage of the various capacities of the
Convicts, it was deemed necessary to erect a new cab-
inet shop, 100 feet long and 30 feet wide, and forty
Convicts were let to Mr. Charles Foster, to work at
cabinet work at 33 cents per day, three months labor of
each of them being allowed gratis as a short appren-
ticeship. In recurring to the financial results of the
year, it is proper to take the amount of this labor thus
granted for the benefit of future years into view, amount-
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ing to about 1000 dollars ; also that on the new shop,
which has not been charged to the Commonwealth,
amounting to about 200 dollars. It is to be noted that
of the expenses of the Institution, 1,859 dollars have
been expended on the 97 Convicts discharged during
the year, in supplying them with clothing and money,
in conformity to the wise and benevolent provisions of
the law; that it pays a considerable sum for the trans-
portation of the Convicts from the County Jails, and
which is not borne by any similar establishment, —and
that it pays the salaries of every Officer attached to it,
amounting to 12,000 dollars per annum ; the location
and arrangements of the buildings, and height and ex-
tent of walls being such that it requires a greater num-
ber of Officers in proportion to Convicts, than most
other Penitentiaries.

The detailed accounts of the Institution will be de-
posited in the Treasury Department, as required by law.
The following account of income and disbursements
shewing that under all the disadvantages stated above,
the earnings of the Convicts have met the expenses
within the sum of 477 dollars —— is respectfully referred
to as exhibiting the financial results of the year.
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Dr. Cr.

To Cash paid for Provisions, .
.

. 7,276 97 By Profits of Stone Department, . . 19,082 39
To Cash paid for Clothing, . . . 3,160 86 By Profits of Labor Department, . . 4,911 82
To Cash paid for Hospital expenses, . . 229 50 By Fees of Admittance,

.... 606 12
To Cash paid for Fuel and General expenses, By Profits of Coopering Department, . . 1,244 20

including various repairs, &c., . . 2,359 20 By Fixtures and Tools, $56, Rents, $lO, . 66 00
To Cash paid for Officers’ Salaries, . . 11,975 00 By Sales of Merchandize, ... 97 86
To Cash paid to Prisoners discharged, . 887 08 By Balance of Profit and Loss, ... 6 16
To Cash paid for transportation of Convicts, 277 28 By Balance, being excess of Expenses over
To Depreciation of Stock by decay, &c., . 825 97 Income for the Year, .... 477 31

$26,491 86$20,491 86

All of which is submitted with the most profound respect. —(Signed)
WILLIAM AUSTIN, Warden

Massachusetts State Prison, Oct. 14, 1831.

Disbursements and Income for one Year, ending September 30, 1831.
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To His Excellency Levi Lincoln , Governor vf the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, and the Honorable Coun-
cil:

The Chaplain of the State Prison begs leave most
respectfully to submit the following remarks, touching
the department in which he is called to labor in this
Institution.

Since the completion of the new Prison, and the in-
troduction of the present well defined and salutary
system of discipline, so uniform has been the course of
business and events from month to month, and so little
has transpired to excite particular attention, that scarce-
ly any thing remains to be said, in addition to the re-
marks, which he had the honor to submit in his last
annual Report. A repetition of these, on this occa-
sion, can hardly be thought necessary. He, however,
has the happiness to say, that during the year which is
now past, he feels confident, that there has been a
gradual and constant improvement of feeling in the
minds of much the greater portion of the convicts.
With few exceptions, they have been quiet, orderly,
submissive, and industrious; and it is moreover true,
that there has been manifested a deeper and more fixed
attention, during the various religious services which
are performed in the Institution; and private instruc-
tion and advice more generally sought, and with deeper
interest and emotion listened to, than at any former
period, since his residence in it.
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In addition to these remarks, it is exceedingly grati-
fying to be able to say, that the minds of a consider-
able number of the convicts have been, much more
than ordinarily, affected by divine truth; have been
unusually serious and attentive to moral and religious
instruction, and desirous to be taught the way of life
and salvation. Numbers, it is hoped and believed,
have been brought heartily and truly to repent of their
sins, both of heart and of life; and to consecrate
themselves to a far different life, and to the service of
a far different master. It is obvious, that in judging of
the penitence and reformation of persons, circumstanc-
ed as they are, great caution and circumspection are to
be exercised. This, it is believed, has been done; —

and after all due allowance, it is confidently believed
there are numbers, who will prove, “ by their fruit,”
that the “ tree” has been made “ good” ; and who will
not disappoint the hopes and expectations which have
been cherished in regard to them. The feelings and
impressions of others will, doubtless, be “like the
morning cloud and the early dew,” passing quickly
away.

The Sabbath School, during the past year, has fully
answered our best anticipation. Its numbers has been
increased, from about sixty, to somewhat more than
one hundred. This school has been instructed by
pious and competent teachers from without, who, from
Sabbath to Sabbath, volunteer their services for the
benevolent object of instructing, in the duties they owe
to God, to their fellow creatures, and themselves, tins
degraded and unhappy class of our fellow-men.

The average number of Teachers is about twenty-
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five. T hey have uniformly expressed great satisfaction
in their work, and have manifestly been actuated by a

spirit which could not fail to be happy in its results.
The Chaplain feels his great indebtedness to these

Christian friends for their benevolent services in this
department of labor ; and doubts not, that much of the
good, which has resulted to the Institution from moral
and religious instruction, is to be ascribed, under a
merciful Providence, to their instrumentality.

The Commissioners sent out by the government of
France, to examine the best constructed and best regu-
lated Prisons in the United States, were present one
Sabbath, during the whole of the exercises of this
school, were very attentive to the manner in which it
was conducted, and the instructions communicated by
the teachers, and expressed themselves highly pleased
with an exhibition so novel, and at the same time so
interesting, in an Institution like this.

Some results, obtained from inquiries lately made of
the convicts, may not be wholly out of place in such a
report. It is not to bo supposed, that the truth has, in
all cases, been obtained in the answers given to the
various interrogatories which have been put; though it
is to be presumed, that on most of the subjects of in-
quiry, true answers were given. There is little doubt
in the mind of the writer, that on the subject of Intem-
perance, the truth was often kept back. In some cases,
ho has the means of knowing that it was. It is not an
uncommon thing for those, who are almost constantly
under the excitement of ardent spirits, to deny that
they are intemperate, unless they drink themselves ac-
tually drunk, so as to lose all consciousness, and to be-
come utterly incapable of helping tlmmselves. Then,

4 s



74/

26

they have clrinked too much. From much and carcfui
examination, as it regards the connexion of intemper-
ance and crime, the writer is satisfied that at least
three-fourths of all the tenants of our State Prisons are
the victims of intemperate drinking. How cheerfully
and promptly then, should the cause of Temperance be
espoused, and by every practicable means be patronized
and sustained by every lover of virtue and his country.

The results referred to above, are as follows :
Did not know the alphabet when they came to

Prison, 20
Could read only in easy lessons for children, 21
Could not write, 64
Had been accustomed, though not in general, in-

temperately to the use of ardent spirit, before
the age of 16 years, 127

Acknowledged that Intemperance led them to
crime, 156

Addicted to intemperate habits when they came to
Prison, 167

Whose parents, one or both were intemperate, 50
Guilty of theft, (mostly of a petty nature, such as

stealing fruit and the like), before the age of 16
years, 45

Brought up without any regular trade or employ-
ment, 82

Left parents before the age of 21 years, without
their approbation or consent, 68
Many others, who had been apprenticed by their
parents or guardians, did not complete the terms
of their apprenticeship, but ran away, and thus
fell into crime.
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Had, before coming to Prison, lived in the habit-
ual neglect and violation of the Sabbath, 182

Whole number of convicts questioned, and from
whom the foregoing results were obtained, 256

Of this number, there were convicted in Boston, 112
Number of colored persons, including Indians, 48

Of these, a much larger proportion are found
without education, than any other class of con-
victs,

Number of those born without the limits of the
United States, 48
These as a class much more poorly educated
than those born within the United States.
When the Institution is compared with what it was,

but a few years past, we have abundant occasion to

say,
“ The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we arc glad

To His merciful care, let it ever be committed, and
may His smiles ever be supplicated and enjoyed.

(Signed) JARED CURTIS,
Chaplain Ma.

Charlestown, Oct. 14, 1831.
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Gentlemen :

Ihe number of Patients admitted to the Hospital of
this Institution, during the year ending September 30th,
is 107; the aggregate number of days’ residence in the
Hospital is 1875. The Clerk’s account will show the
gross expenses of this Department to be $229 60. If,
from this sum, be deducted $l3l 25, being the value of
1875 rations, at 7 cents per ration, which would have
been served to the convicts, had they not been in the
Hospital, we shall have $9B 25, as the net expense of
this Department for the current year. The annexed
Schedule will show that seven patients have died during
the year. Of this number, one died of Mania, origi-
nating in organic disease of the brain, of long standing.
Two died ofVenereal complaints, and the baneful effects
of mercurial medicines unskilfully administered before
their admission to this Prison, and four died of Pulmo-
nary Consumption. This, though a disease of frequent
occurrence, docs not appear to originate in any employ-
ment or privation to which the convicts are subjected,
but to organic lesions, induced by vicious habits and
exposures previous to their admission. Acute diseases
occur less frequently than elsewhere, and have, as yet,
been treated with uniform success. Relapses of fever,
and other acute diseases, arc not known in this place.
The solution of this interesting and curious fact is to be

To His Excellency the Governor , and the Honorable Coun-
sellors of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
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found, I apprehend, in the following considerations:
Firstly, an early application for relief, on the part of the
sick;—Secondly, that the Hospital of this Institution
affords the sick all the rest, nursing, and medicine, their
several cases require, while it effectually protects them

from the excitement of seeing visitors and over-anxious
friends—from the interference of busy-bodies with their
harmless and infallible remedies, and from the too early
indulgence in food and exercise during convalescence.
It gives me pleasure to add, that the convicts entrust-

ed with the care of the Hospital, have been assiduous
in the discharge of the duties assigned them—that order
and decorum have been maintained, and that the sick
have been treated with attention and kindness.

1 am, Gentlemen,
Most respectfully yours Stc.,

(Signed) WILLIAM J. WALKER,
Physician Mass. State Prison.
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Deaths during the Year ending September 30, 1831.

Silas Ripley, aged 29 years, December 31, 1830.
Pulmonary Consumption.

Stephen Symmes, aged 32 years, January 18, 1831
Paraphlegia and Venereal Complaint.

Jonathan Bullock, aged 47 years, January 19, 1831.
Pulmonary Consumption.

John Quinn, aged 37 years, February 20, 1831
Venereal Complaint.

Lewis Gray, aged 41 years, May 6, 1831. Pulrao
nary Consumption.

Peter Stickling, aged 47 years, May 12, 1831
Mania.

Josiah Veasey, aged 27 years, August 4, 1831. Pul-
monary Consumption.

Medicines for the use of the Hospital, for (be year
ending September 30, 1831,—032,43.
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