
Resolved , by both Houses, the same being agreed to
by a majority of the Senators, and by two thirds of the
members of the House of Representatives present and
voting thereon, that it is proper and expedient to alter
and amend the Constitution of this Commonwealth, by
adopting the subjoined article of Amendment; and
that the same, as thus agreed to, be entered on the
Journals of the two Houses, with the yeas and nays ta-
ken thereon, and referred to the General Court next to
be chosen, and that the same be published, to the end
that if agreed to by the General Court next to be cho-
sen, in the manner provided by the Constitution, it may
be submitted to the people for their ratification, in or-
der that it may become a part of the Constitution of
this Commonwealth.
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Instead of the Third Article of the Bill of Rights,
the following modification and amendment thereof is
substituted :

As the public worship of God, and instructions in
piety, religion and morality promote the happiness and
prosperity of a people, and the security of a Republi-
can Government:—Therefore, the several religious so-
cieties of this Commonwealth, whether corporate or
unincorporate, at any meeting legally warned and hol-
den for that purpose, shall ever have the right to elect
their pastors or religious teachers, to contract with them
for their support, to raise money for erecting and re-
pairing houses for public worship, for the maintenance
of religious instruction and for the payment of neces-
sary expenses : —And all persons belonging to any reli-
gious society shall be taken and held to be members,
until they shall file with the clerk of such society a
written notice, declaring the dissolution of their mem-
bership, and thence forth shall not be liable for any
grant or contract, which may be thereafter made or en-
tered into by such society:—And all religious sects and
denominations demeaning themselves peaceably, and as
good citizens of the Commonwealth, shall be equally
under the protection of the law : and no subordination
of any one sect or denomination, to another, shall ever
be established by law.

The foregoing Resolution and Article of Amendment
to the Constitution, having been passed and adopted in

In H ouse of Representatives, Feb. 10, 1832.
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this House, two thirds of the members present and vo-
ting thereon, having voted in the affirmative, the same
are accordingly sent to the Senate.

W. B. CALHOUN, Speaker.

In Senate, Feb, 11, 1832.
Committed to Committee on the Judiciary.

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
an Article of Amendment to the Constitution, pro-
posing a substitute for the third Article of the Bill of
Rights, and also sundry petitions and memorials pray-
ing for an alteration of that article, have had the sub-
ject under consideration, and submit the following

REPORT,

The permanency of the Constitution is of the utmost
importance. An instrument of this solemn nature the
foundation of the government, should not be liable to
change with temporary incitements or fluctuations of
opinion. Frequent changes must necessarily impair the
respect due to that instrument.

In the opinion of the Committee, it is a settled prin-
ciple, that the constitution ought not to be changed ex-

In Senate, February 16, 1832.
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cept for practical purposes , and when an evil exists,
which can only be remedied by that extraordinary mea-
sure. The committee are not aware that any such evil
exists under the third article of the Bill of Rights. They
believe that perfect religious freedom is now enjoyed
under the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth,
and that no citizen can justly complain of oppression.
And further, if any evil does exist under that part of the
constitution, they believe that it is now in the power of
the Legislature to provide relief.

The Constitutional provision for the support of pub-
lic worship, and for instruction in piety, religion , and
morality, has, in their opinion, had a most important and
salutary influence in promoting “ the happiness of the
people, and in securing the good order and preserva-
tion of the government.”

Under these circumstances, they believe it to be
their duty to report—that it is not necessary nor expe-
dient to adopt the proposed “ Article of Amendment.”

All which is submitted by

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,

Chairman.


