
Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Message as
relates to the choice of Electors of President and Vice
President of the United States, and the returns of votes
for members of Congress, be referred to Messrs. Cross
and Hawes with such as the House may join.

Sent down for concurrence,

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Jan. 11, 1832.

Nonconcurred and sent up.

In Senate, Jan. 12, 1832,

The Senate recede from their former vote and the
subject is referred to Messrs Cross, Hawes and Merrill.

Attest.

SENATE No. 27.
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In Senate, Jan. 10, 1832.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.
1 s



Ordered, That the committee on so much of the
Message of His Excellency the Governor of 9th Jan-
uary last, as relates to the choice of electors of Presi-
dent and Vice President of the United States, be in-
structed to report a bill providing for electing on gen-
eral ticket in the month of November next, by the peo-
ple of this Commonwealth, Fifteen electors of President
and Vice President of the United States.

Attest,

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.

In Senate, Feb. 27, 1832.

eomiuornucaitij of iMassacljusetts.



In the Senate, February 29th, 1832.

The Special Committee, to whom was referred
so much of the Governor’s Message as relates to
the choice of Electors of President and Vice Pre-
sident of the United States, and the returns of votes
for members of Congress, and also an order of the
Senate, passed on the 27th inst., instructing said Com-
mittee to report a bill providing for electing, on general
ticket, in the month of November next, by the people of
this Commonwealth, electors of President and Vice
President of the United States, report a bill.

JAMES C. MERRILL, Per Order.
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AN ACT

Directing the mode of choosing electors of President
and Vice President of the United States.

1 Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House
2 of Representatives, in General Court assembled and
3 by the authority of the same, That the Selectmen of
4 the several towns and districts in this Commonwealth
5 shall notify, in the manner prescribed by law for no-
-6 tifying town meetings, the inhabitants thereof, duly
7 qualified to vote for Representatives to the General
8 Court of this Commonwealth, to assemble on the
9 first Monday of November next, and give in their

10 votes for fifteen electors of President and Vice Presi-
-11 dent,-which electors shall be qualified according to
12 the Constitution of the United States; and the
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In the Year of our Lord, One Thousand Eight Hundred
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13 names of all the electors, to be then chosen, shall
14 be written or printed on each ticket or ballot, and
15 every such ticket or ballot shall contain the name of
16 at least one inhabitant of each of the several Con-
-17 grcssional Districts into which this Commonwealth
18 is divided; and against the name of each person on
19 every such ticket shall be designated the Congres-

-20 sional District to which he belongs. And the
21 Selectmen shall preside at such meetings, and shall,
22 in open town meeting, receive, sort, count and de-
-23 dare the votes given in, and the same shall be re-
-24 corded by the town and district Clerks respectively,
25 and exact lists thereof shall be made and certified by
26 a majority of the Selectmen and the Clerk, who
27 shall deliver the same sealed to the Sheriff of the
28 County in which such election shall be held, within
29 three days next after the day of such election ; and
30 the said Sheriff shall transmit the same to the office
31 of the Secretary of this Commonwealth within eight
32 days thereafter, or the Selectmen or Clerk may
33 themselves transmit the same to the office of the
34 said Secretary within ten days after the day of such
35 election. And all votes, not so returned, shall be
36 rejected ; and the Governor and Council shall open
37 and examine the said returns and count the votes,
38 and the Governor shall forthwith transmit to each
39 person who shall have received a majority of the
40 votes so returned, a certificate of his election.

1 Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That in the City of
2 Boston, the said election shall be holdon, and the
3 returns thereof made in conformity with the direc-
-4 tions and provisions of “An act establishing the City
5 of Boston” and the acts supplementary thereto.
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6 Provided, that such elections shall be holden and
7 the returns thereof, by the Mayor and Aldermen of
8 said City, be made at and within the times herein
9 before prescribed.
1 Sec. 3. Be itfurther enacted, That the electors so
2 chosen shall convene at the State House, in the said
3 city of Boston, on the Tuesday next preceding the
4 first Wednesday of December next, at three of the
5 clock in the afternoon ; and, in case of the death or
6 absence of any elector so chosen, or in case the
7 number of electors aforesaid shall, from any cause,
8 be deficient, the electors then present, or a majority
9 of them, shall forthwith elect, from the citizens of

10 this Commonwealth, so many persons as shall sup-
-11 ply such deficiency. And on the said first Wednes-
-12 day of December, all the said electors, convened as
13 aforesaid, shall vote by ballot for one person for Pre-
-14 sident, and one person for Vice President of the
15 United Stales, one of whom, at least, shall not be an
16 inhabitant of this Commonwealth; “ they shall name

17 in their ballots, the person voted for as President,
18 and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice
19 President, and they shall make distinct lists of all
20 persons voted for as President, and of all persons
21 voted for as Vice President, and of the number of
22 votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certi-
-23 fy, and transmit sealed to the seat of the Govern-
-24 ment of the United States, directed to the President
25 of the Senate,” and, in all respects, shall proceed
26 and conduct conformably to the Constitution of the
27 United States, and the laws in their behalf provided.
28 And the said electors shall receive such compensa-
-29 tion for their travel and attendance as the members of
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30 the General Court of this Commonwealth are entitled
31 toreceive. And all laws now in force, inrelation to the
32 duties of sheriffs, town officers, and voters in the
33 election of Governor, Counsellors, Senators and Re-
-34 presentatives, shall, as far as the same are applica-
-33 ble, apply and be in force in regard to the meetings
36 and elections to be holden, and the returns to be
37 made, under this act; and like penalties shall be in-
-38 curred for a violation thereof.
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