
HOUSE No. 13.

House of Representatives, Jan. 12th, 1833.

Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Message to
the Legislature as relates to the sale of Ardent Spirits, be
referred to a Select Committee of this House—to wit :

Messrs. FLINT of Boston,
BOND of Springfield,
FOOT of Salem,
HURLBUT of Lee, and
NYE of Fairhaven.
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L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.
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The Committee charged with so much of the Governor’s
Message as relates to the sale of Spirituous Liquors,
respectfully submit the following REPORT.

That they regard the portion of His Excellency’s Ad-
dress referred to them, as calling the attention of the
Legislature to the whole great subject of Intemperance,
associated as it seems to be, with the terrible pestilence
which has lately swept over our land—and particularly to
that important element of it—the traffic in intoxicating
drinks. This branch of trade, in consequence of the fa-
cilities and temptations to intemperance which it offers,
especially in its retailing departments, has always been
regarded by the successive Legislatures of this Common-
wealth, as a proper subject for legal restraint and regu-
lation.

The License Law of 1832, professes to embody all
the provisions of former enactment, which the Legisla-
ture then thought it expedient to retain, and repealing, as
it does, all that are not re-enacted therein, this Act con-
tains all the statute law, respecting the traffic in spiritu-
ous liquors, which is now in force in this State.

After a careful examination of this Act, and a diligent
inquiry into its practical effects, so far as it has gone into
operation, your Committee are unanimously of opinion,
that it should be subjected to a thorough revision, in order
to render its general spirit and influence more conforma-
ble to the improved state of public opinion on the subject,
and to substitute for several of its provisions, others,
whose object and effect shall be to reduce the number,
and effectually to regulate the conduct of all descriptions
of places in which these dangerous articles are permitted
to be sold.

Nothing is more evident to us, than that all these es-
tablishments, under whatever name, sustain to the vies

2



3

of intemperance, in an eminent degree, the relation of
cause to effect, and that no law which disregards this re-
lation, or which tends to extend and perpetuate it, can

long remain on the statute book of a people so widely
awakened to the evils and dangers of that vice, as are
the inhabitants of this Commonwealth.

Nevertheless, your Committee do not think it expedi-
ent to institute any new legislation on this subject at the
present session. The existing law is so recent, that, al-
though time enough has elapsed to manifest some of the
mischievous tendencies of its provisions, an attempt to

change it at the present time might appear to argue un-
dignified precipitancy, and vacillation in the Legislature.

But we find a more solid reason for postponement, in
the conviction, that the measure we now recommend, if
adopted by the House, will introduce to a succeeding
Legislature, a body of facts and suggestions which will
ensure more intelligent and decisive proceedings, than
may be attempted at the present time.

It may be thought, at first view, by those who have
attended to the investigations which have occasioned and
accompanied the Temperance reformation, as it is justly
called, that these facts and suggestions, constituting the
statistics of Intemperance, are already sufficiently ascer-
tained and made known, to justify and guide us in imme-
diate action.

But it must be remembered that there are many
among us who have not yet yielded to the claims of that
cause sufficient time, and interest, to become acquainted
with the impressive developments it has made of the suf-
fering and immorality occasioned in our community by
the multiplication of licensed drinking houses, in the fa-
cilities and inducements to drunkenness, which they pre-
sent. And also, that the statements and rcasonhw" con-
tained in the reports of Temperance associations, may
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naturally be regarded with some degree of distrust by
those who have not participated in the proceedings of
those philanthropic societies, and are not acquainted with
the various and satisfactory means of information, which
they and their agents have employed.

But whatever degree of credit may be due to these
unofficial publications, the Committee are decidedly of
opinion that the Legislature is not, and never has been,
in possession of evidence relating to this important sub-
ject, of so complete and authentic a character as it can,
and ought to obtain.

W ith these views, the Committee respectfully recom-
mend the adoption of the accompanying Order.

For the Committee.
JOSHUA B. FLINT.

<£ommonU)t<ilfs of iHassaeOttsctte.

House of Representatives, Jan. 22, 1833.
Ordered, That five Commissioners be appointed by this

House, to meet during the recess, having authority to in-
stitute and pursue such methods of investigation as they
may deem best, to determine the extent and general
causes of Intemperance, as it appears in this Common-
wealth; and particularly to inquire into the relation which
the traffic in Spirituous Liquors sustains to this prevalent
vice—with instructions to report to the next Legislature
all the important facts they may obtain on this subject,
and to prepare, digest, and present to the same body,
such modifications of the License Law as their observa-
tions and inquiries may suggest for the general security
and welfare.


