
The Committee of Agriculture, to whom were referred
the several Petitions for the encouragement of the
Culture and Manufacture of Silk in this Common-
wealth, submit the following

They have learned from information derived from
different parts of our Commonwealth, that the culture of
Silk is becoming an object of considerable attention,
that successful efforts in raising it have been made in
almost every County. From considerations of the value
and importance of this branch of industry, the Commit-
tee are induced to recommend legislative encourage-
ment to foster its infancy. The domestic consumption
of this article in various shapes, is believed to be not less
than ten millions of dollars worth annually in the United
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States, and in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts not
less than three hundred thousand dollars worth. Jt be-
ing now abundantly proved that the climate, soil, and
state of society in this Commonwealth are adapted to
the production and manufacture of this article, and that
the Silk grown here is equal, if not superior, to that of
most other countries. The question seems to resolve
itself into this, whether we shall encourage our citizens
to produce and supply this market, or whether we shall
contribute such vast sums annually to the support of
foreign agriculturists and artizans. We are met with
the objection, that on account of the low price of labor
in other countries, the article can be produced cheaper,
and that we had better purchase from abroad to supply
ourselves. But your Committee are led to believe that
a great portion of the labor of producing the article, re-
quires only the efforts of females, children and aged
persons, in and about their homes, and that the amount
of such in this Commonwealth is very considerable, and
that a field is here opened for a species of industry which
at present is scarcely available at all, but if slightly en-
couraged might greatly add to the general mass of pro-
ductive employment and wealth. Almost every farm in
this Commonwealth is capable of being made to produce
the leaves of the white mulberry-tree, which by a natu-
ral process, are converted into the rich and durable ma-
terial of Silk. Every farmer might raise in his family,
at least, enough of this article to pay his taxes, without
materially interfering with the requisite labors of the
farm, or diminishing the usual amount of other agricul-
tural productions. If each farmer in this State would
devote a little attention to the raising of the mulberry-
tree, and allow his daughters to raise the silk-worms, the
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profits to the State in a few years would amount in the
aggregate to many hundred thousand dollars. One acre
of full grown mulberry-trees, it is calculated will produce
two hundred dollars worth of Silk. If hedges are culti-
vated, as some have thought the most judicious way, a
crop is furnished in three years, and a most durable fence
may be made by them. A tree which at three years old
may be transplanted for six or eight cents, will be worth
one dollar for timber if continued in a healthy and grow-
ing condition for twenty years. A neighboring State
has long been aware of these advantages, and has afford-
ed a bounty to encourage the setting out of mulberry-
trees, and reeling the Silk, by legislative enactment.
By means of information heretofore diffused at the pub-
lic expense in this Commonwealth, a considerable num-
ber of our citizens have gone so far as to raise the silk
cocoons, or balls, and a few to reel and manufacture
them in their own families ; but as yet there is no meth-
od by which the cocoons can be converted into cash, as
such, and the producer receive the avails of his industry
in that shape ; and as the cocoons are not as yet a sale-
able article, it becomes necessary that he should go one
step further, and reel them into raw silk. He then has
an article which is merchantable in any part of Europe,
and in some parts of our own country. Millions of dol-
lars worth of raw silk are imported into France and
England every year.

The art of reeling from the cocoons is rather discour-
aging at first, and attended with some difficulty, waste,
and expense, so that without some public aid, few will
be found to undertake it. To obviate this difficulty,
and to encourage those who may choose to reel in then-
own families, which may be done on a reel, the expense



/

4

of which does not exceed twenty-five dollars, the
Committee recommend a bounty of one dollar on every
pound of Silk which shall be reeled in this Common-
wealth, that is capable of being manufactured into vari-
ous silk fabrics ; also a bounty of one dollar on a hun-
dred white mulberry-trees, transplanted in a proper
manner for the growth of the leaf.

The subject of reeling Silk has been before Congress.
A bill appropriating forty thousand dollars to aid that
business was introduced into the present House of Rep-
resentatives, and lost by a majority of seventeen votes,
all the Representatives from Massachusetts voting in fa-
vor of it. In looking into the history of other nations,
we find that the most generous attention has been given
even by despotic governments to the promotion among
their subjects of this species of domestic industry. We
have thought, therefore, that in our own free govern-
ment, administered in the name and for the benefit of
the people, an interest of so general a nature, and lead-
ing to such important and beneficial consequences,
should not be neglected. The Committee would, there-
fore, introduce the following Bill.

LEMUEL WHEELOCK, Chairman.



AN ACT

To Encourage the Culture of Silk.

1 Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
2 Representatives in General Court assembled , and by
3 the authority of the same, That whosoever shall trans-
-4 plant one hundred white mulberry-trees, of three or
5 more years growth, upon his, her, or their land,
6 within this Commonwealth, adapted to the growth
7 and cultivation of the same, at such distances from
8 each other as will best favor their full growth and the
9 collection of their leaves, shall receive, at the end of

10 two years next after said trees shall have been trans-
-11 planted as aforesaid, one dollar, and in the same
12 proportion for a greater number transplanted as

©ommontoealt?) of Jflaasartjttsetts.

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Three.
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13 aforesaid, upon proof and certificate thereof as here-
-14 inafter prescribed : Provided, That such trees shall
13 at the end of said two years after being so trans-
1G planted as aforesaid, continue in a healthful and
17 growing condition.

1 Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That whoever shall
2 reel, or cause to be reeled, in this Commonwealth,
3 from cocoons produced from silk-worms in this Corn-
4 monwealth, in the present improved method of reel-
-5 ing silk from the cocoons, merchantable silk, capable
G of being manufactured into the various silk fabrics,
7 shall receive, upon proof and certificate, as is here-
3 inafter provided, one dollar for every pound of silk so
9 reeled, as aforesaid.
1 Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the
2 duty of any two Justices of the Peace in the County
3 where any trees shall have been transplanted, agree-
-4 ably to the provisions of the first section of this Act,
3 or where any silk shall have been reeled in manner
6 prescribed by the second section of this Act, upon
7 application of any person or persons claiming any
3 bounty for the same, carefully to examine such claim
9 or claims, and upon proof that the same are well

10 founded under the provisions of this Act, to give a

11 certificate thereof under their hands, directed to the
12 Treasurer of this Commonwealth, to such person or
13 persons so claiming as aforesaid, specifying on what
14 account such bounty becomes due and the amount
15 thereof, and the Treasurer is hereby authorized and
16 directed to pay the same.






