
House of Representatives, January 9, 1833.

Ordered, That Messrs. Thompson, of Charlestown,
Foster, of Worcester, and Peck, of Sheffield, be a Com-
mittee to consider the expediency of so far amending the
Act relative to the State Lunatic Hospital, passed March
24, 1832, as to provide for the free admission of such Lu-
natic State Paupers, as are now, or may be confined in
the Alms-houses in the several towns within this Com-
monwealth.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.
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House of Representatives, February 8, 1833.

The Committee to whom was referred the order “ to

consider the expediency of so far amending the Act
relative to the State Lunatic Hospital, passed March
24, 1832, as to provide for the admission of such Lu-
natic State Paupers as are now, or may be confined in
the Alms-houses within this Commonwealth,” respect-
fully

That the State Lunatic Hospital, as at present ar-
ranged, can accommodate only 120 subjects : That the
class already provided for by the Act of March 24, 1832,
and now being removed from the County .Jails and
Houses of Correction to said Hospital, will probably
amount, as nearly as can now be ascertained, to about 60.

That since the recent Proclamation of the Governor ol
this Commonwealth, “ all orders, decrees, and sentences,
for the confinement of any lunatic in any Goal or House
of Correction within the Commonwealth, made by any
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court or any judicial officers, by virtue of the statutes of
1797, chap. 62d, and of 1816, chap. 28th, are so far mod-
ified, that all such lunatics are to be committed to the
custody of the superintendent of the hospital at Worces-
ter.”

That from the Report of the Commissioners on the
Pauper Laws, it appears, that in 68 towns, containing a
population of 264,327, there are 168 insane paupers, ex-
clusive of such as were confined in gaols and houses of
correction—which would give to the whole Common-
wealth—predicating the number upon the whole popula-
tion in the same proportion,—the number of 388 insane
paupers —and that the proportion of state to town pau-
pers is about one third, which would give about 129 lu-
natic State paupers now within the Commonwealth.

The Committee have no means of ascertaining whether
the whole, or only a part of these State lunatic paupers
would come under that class who are proper subjects for
the State Hospital, nor do they deem it material to at-
tempt to ascertain with precision what this number would
be, in view of the following facts—that subsequently to
the Proclamation of the Governor, all commitments of
the insane, from all parts of the Commonwealth are to
be made to said Hospital—that there are now, probably,
nearly 400 lunatic State and town paupers, scattered over
the Commonwealth, a great part of whom would be pro-
per subjects for the State Lunatic Hospital—that, in the
event of any classification for the purpose of removing a
part of them to the better accommodations of this insti-
tution, it is a question yet to be settled, whether those
who arc citizens of this Commonwealth ought not to take
precedence of foreigners ; and viewing also the utter im-
practicability of but a small part of these 400 State and
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town lunatics—if indeed any more of them,—considering
the constant liability of the institution to have committed
to it new subjects—being accommodated, the Committee
are of opinion that it is not expedient to amend the Act
of March 24, 1832, entitled, An Act concerning the
State Lunatic Hospital.

Per order of the Committee,

BENJAMIN THOMPSON, Chairman.


