
The sympathies of the community, excited in an un-
usual degree by a recent melancholy occurrence in this
city, have led, through diligent and painful inquiry, to the
most astounding disclosures of an extensively prevalent,
although hitherto almost unheeded cause of personal and
domestic distress, of legal transgression, and of wide
spread and overwhelming moral evil. It has been satis-
factorily ascertained, that a high handed system of deal-
ing and gambling in Lotteries and Lottery Tickets is
now carried on, in this Commonwealth, in despite of the
prohibitions of law, in defiance of the vigilance of the
Prosecuting officers, and in utter disregard of the inflic-
tions of the Tribunals of justice. A highly respectable
Committee of an Association of Citizens of the Metropo-
lis, have, with the most commendable spirit, directed
their attention to endeavors to arrest the frauds and mis-
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chiefs of this demoralizing traffic, and, in furtherance of
their object, have addressed to me, in my official capaci-
ty, an earnest and impressive memorial on the subject.
They represent, that Tickets of Lotteries granted in other
Slates, are openly sold in this; that Tickets are manufac-
tured in fictitious Lotteries; and halves and quarters of
Tickets, representing the same number, are multiplied in-
definitely, both in real and pretended Lotteries, and these
indiscriminately and successfully, to an immense amount,
imposed upon ignorant and deluded purchasers.

The influence of such schemes of deception to allure
the laborious poor from the path of honest industry, and
to cheat them of their hard earned wages, to entice the
young and the unreflecting from their fidelity, and betray
them into a violation of their trust, and the commission
of heinous crimes, cannot be doubted, while the desola-
ting and fatal effects upon the social relations of life, are
scarcely less to be deplored. The memorial proposes
that measures should be taken, through the Legislature,
or otherwise, to induce, in all the States of the Union,
the absolute and entire abolition of Lotteries.

Deeply sensible to the nature and magnitude of the
evil practices which are thus found to be indulged, to an
unlooked for extent, I but obey a dictate of public duty
in respectfully submitting the Memorial and the matters
which it respects, to your consideration. The existing
Law for the restraint of Lotteries, I deem wholly inade-
quate to the purpose for which it was enacted. By the
Statute of 1825, chapter 184, the penalty for advertising
or selling any Lottery Ticket or Tickets, or drawing or
aiding or assisting in drawing any Lottery, or being con-
cerned in the management or conducting of any Lottery,
not authorized by the Laws of this Commonwealth, is a



3

fine, not exceeding One Hundred dollars for each offence,
so that the imposition of any sum, however small, may
be a satisfaction of the forfeiture created by the Statute.
It is well understood, that the gains of many of these
lawless Manufacturers and Venders of Lottery Tickets
are as immoderate as their trade is vicious. In a recent
exposition made under the most respectable authority, of
a similar traffic, in a City of a Sister State, it is stated
to have been ascertained, that an Officer of a Banking
Institution, who had been detected in abstracting from
the Bank divers sums of money, “ was found to be in
possession, in Tickets and parts of tickets in various Lot-
teries, of two thousand three hundred and twenty seven
chances, which, after having been all drawn, and exam-
ined, by order of the Bank, produced less than Twenty
Dollars. Another case of a Bankrupt is given, whose
accounts exhibited an aggregate of $BO,OOO drawn by him
in Lotteries at different periods, while his expenditure for
Tickets amounted to the sum of $120,000, and he was
then insolvent $70,000. Again it is stated, that the ad-
venturers in a single Lottery, in the same City, suffered
a loss of nearly One Hundred Thousand Dollars, which,
of course, must have gone to the managers and Venders
of the Lottery. When such are the results, the occa-
sional exaction of a small fine, especially taking into con-
sideration the chances of escape from conviction of the
offence, has little effect to prevent its commission. While
no disgrace attaches to the punishment, the trifling loss
of money by the forfeiture is disregarded, in the general
profit of the trade. Indeed the very character of the
penalty induces but to an indifferent estimate of the na-
ture of the transgression. If it does not serve to palliate
the crime in amoral point of view, it does little to rebuke
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it by any public admonition of its heinousness. In what
respect does the fabrication of Tickets in schemes of un-
licensed or pretended Lotteries, differ from the grossest
act of Counterfeiting ; or the unlimited multiplication
and sale of parts of Tickets, beyond whole numbers, con-

stitute a more venial fraud than the uttering of spurious
Bank paper ? I humbly submit, that these acts, wilfully
committed, should be ranked in the same class of offences,
and that imprisonment and infamy should be denounced
by the violated law, against the perpetrators of the felony.

Permit me earnestly to commend the subject to your
investigation, and to suggest the expediency of a revision
of the existing Statute, with a view to new provisions,
which shall reach the extensive and complicated frauds
which are represented to be now so recklessly practised,
in all the ramifications, through which the ingenuity of
depraved men has sought to conceal the pursuit of an
unlawful business, and to protect themselves in the enjoy-
ment of iniquitous gains, to the waste of the morals,
property, and oft times, the lives of their Fellow 7 men.
When we shall ourselves have adopted all such measures
as may promise effectually to restrain the enormity at

home, we can, with better propriety, appeal to other
States for their co-operation, in producing a more gene-
ral and lasting reform.

LEVI LINCOLN.
Council Chamber, >

February 12, 1833. y



A late occurrence in this City has attracted the pub-
lic attention to the evils which arise from Lotteries. A
person of the age of thirty-five years, who had been in
the employment of a Mercantile House in this City, as
Clerk, at an annual Salary, and whose integrity and
ability were so much relied on, as to place him for the
last ten years, in the relation of Book Keeper and
Treasurer, has lately sunk under the temptation of gain-
ing by Lotteries, in a manner which has excited very
general sympathy. The life of this young man had
been irreproachable. In the short space of eight
months he not only consumed all his own means, but
nearly Eighteen thousand dollars, of the money of his
employers, in purchasing lottery tickets, and at last un-
der the terrors of conscience, he closed his wretched
existence by suicide.

This mournful event has led the undersigned and
many other citizens to consider anew', with the serious-
ness which the subject demands, the evils which flow
from the disregard of the laws of this State prohibiting
lotteries, and the evils which arise from the existence of
lotteries in other States, of which lottery tickets are sold
in this State or purchased by persons dwelling therein.
It has been ascertained, that not only are tickets of lot-
teries granted in other States, openly sold in this State,

To His Excellency Levi Lincoln,
Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:
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but that tickets are sold of pretended lotteries; and that
“quarters” and “halves” of the same tickets, are multi-
plied indefinitely to obtain money from ignorant and de-
ceived purchasers. An immense tax is annually assessed
in this Commonwealth on poor and necessitous persons,
who are deluded by the hope of bettering their circum-
stances. If the evil were limited to such extent, that is
to the mere loss of money, however distressing this may
be to poor persons, it would be only a change of pro-
perty though by very unworthy means, from one class
of individuals to another. But the immoralities and
crimes connected with this traffic, are the subjects
which, in an especial manner, move us to address your
Excellency.

Young persons who are necessarily intrusted with
money and property, are easily prevailed on by the
desire of easy gain, (if not stimulated by those who are
sure of profit, through frauds committed by the young
on their employers,) to adventure in lotteries, intending,
perhaps, to replace all that they take when fortune shall
have favored them ; which desired event, from the very
nature of the hazard, never can arrive. A course of
fraud is thus begun, which soon becomes familiar, con-
science loses its power, only to resume it, (as in the
case first alluded to,) when nothing but its insufferable
presence is felt to announce the sacrifice of character,
the hopes of parents, of friends and of society.

It is in vain to make prohibiting laws in one State,
while lotteries are permitted in other States. Purcha-
ses can and will be made, while lotteries exist any
where. There is no efficient remedy but by simultane-
ous action throughout the Union, to abolish them. It
is well worthy of the attention of those to whom the
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welfare of the American People is confided, to legislate
on this subject to the full extent of exterminating, by
whatsoever means it may be done, these complicated
evils. The acquisition of property is not only lawful
but commendable and dutiful ; but the order and well
being of society require, that it should be obtained by
honest labor in some one of the proper callings in life ;

and not by adventurous and perilous speculations ; cer-
tainly not by means which must be certain loss to many,
that one may gain, where he has paid no equivalent.

This whole matter is fundamentally wrong, politically,
morally, and religiously.

Assured by your Excellency’s continued and watchful
attention to the public welfare, and to the moral sound-
ness of the community, that you will take an interest in
this serious subject, we pray leave to suggest that such
measures may be taken, as to your Excellency may ap-
pear best, through the Legislature or otherwise, to pro-
pose to the proper authorities, in all the States of the
Union, the absolute and entire abolition of lotteries un-
der such penalties and provisions as will be sure to ef-
fect the object.

WM. SULLIVAN, \

JAMES READ, )
CHARLES TAPPAN, /_ . Co>nmtteeof
ABBOTT LAWRENCE I Cltlzens associated
S. FAIRBANKS, ’> for the
G. TUCKERMAN, i PurPose ofsuppress-
WM. STURGIS, \ mS Lotteries.
CHAS. SPRAGUE, )

Boston , Feb. 8, 1833.




