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RESOLVE

On the Petition of the President and Fellows of Harvard
University.

Whereas, Upon the petition of the President and Fel-
lows of Harvard University, praying for a grant of money
to enable them to erect a fire proof building for the
library of said University, it has been made to appear,
that the said library is deposited in rooms insufficient for
its proper location and arrangement, and where it is in
imminent danger of destruction by fire—and the said
corporation have no funds which they can rightfully
appropriate for the erection of a suitable building for its
safe keeping and arrangement—and the said library con-
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tains many valuable books, maps and charts in every
department of science, especially in relation to American
history, geography, and statistics, which if lost, could not
be replaced. And ivhereas it has further been made to

appear, that the said corporation have always treated and
managed the said library as a public institution, to be
used and improved on all proper occasions, by the various
institutions and individuals of the whole Commonwealth,
and of the Nation—and that several individuals, regard-
ing it as a public library, are willing to make to the same
large donations, provided a sufficient fire proof building
can be erected for its safe custody and arrangement—
therefore

RESOLVED, That for the reasons aforesaid, and for
the other reasons set forth in said petition, there be al-
lowed and paid out of the Treasury of this Common-
wealth, to the Treasurer of Harvard University, for the
purpose of erecting a fire proof building for the library of
said University, the sum of two thousand five hundred
dollars, on the first day of April and on the first day of
October in each year, for eight successive years, the first
payment to be made on the first day of April next. And
Ilis Excellency the Governor for the time being, is hereby
authorized and requested to draw his warrants according-
ly. Provided, That if upon an account to be rendered
by the said corporation to the Legislature of this Com-
monwealth, as often as shall be requested, it shall be
made to appear that the expense of erecting said building
will not amount to the whole of the sum hereby granted,
then no more money shall be paid by virtue of this Re-
solve than' will be sufficient to defray the expense of
erecting said building.
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This grant however, is made upon the special trust
and confidence, that the said corporation shall conduct
and manage the said library upon the principle of its
being a public institution, destined to aid and advance
the general literature and science of the Commonwealth ;

and that its use shall be granted to members of the vari-
ous theological, literary, and scientific institutions of the
State, and to individuals engaged in literary and scientific
works and pursuits, so far as respects all works not
readily to be obtained elsewhere ; and subject to all such
rules and regulations as the corporation shall deem
necessary, according to the nature of the respective
works, for the safe custody and preservation thereof, and
for the keeping the said library in a state best adapted
for satisfactory and easy researches, by all the said theo-
logical, literary and scientific institutions and individuals.





To the Honorable the Senate and Honorable the House oj
Representatives , in General Court assembled.

Humbly Shew,

The President and Fellows of Harvard University, that
by the liberality of a succession of enlightened and patri-
otic benefactors, the library of that seminary now con-
tains upwards offorty thousand volumes. In the number
of the works it includes, and the value and scarceness of
many of them, it is without a rival on the continent of
America. In the department of general geography, and
also in that of maps and charts, it is thought to be equal,
if not superior, to any in Europe. In whatever relates
to American history, American geography, and American
statistics, it is unquestionably unrivalled in the world ;

and when it is considered, that, in case of loss, this, the
most complete of its divisions, could not, in all human
probability, ever be replaced, the importance of its preser-
vation to the Commonwealth and the United States, will
at once be apparent.

In the recent controversy between the United States
and Great Britain, relative to the boundaries of the State
of Maine, charts and works were found in it which could
not be obtained elsewhere in Europe or America, and
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which being deemed in some respects conclusive in favor
of the right of the United States, by its counsel, were
solicited by the General Government, and granted by
the corporation of the University, for the purpose of be-
ing transmitted with the American Commissioners to
Europe, in support of the claims of the United States.

Although nominally the property of Harvard University,
it is scarcely possible for any library to be more truly
public, by its.use and influence, than that of this institu-
tion. Persons engaged in useful works in any part of
the Commonwealth, are permitted, by standing specific
provisions, the use of any of its books which are impor-
tant to their researches, and which cannot be obtained
elsewhere. The liberality with which its use is permit-
ted, is only limited by the necessity which requires its
volumes to be essentially at the command of the students
in the University, and of the literary men, or learned
associations, residing, or established in its immediate
vicinity.

The greatness of this library, its value, the stake which
the literature and intelligence of the Commonwealth
have in its preservation, as well as the absolute irre-
trievableness of its loss, should it be destroyed, render it
tbe duty of the undersigned, in their opinion, to lay be-
fore your honorable bodies, the constitutional guardians
of all the great interests of the State, its actual situation,
the difficulties under which it labors, and the hazard of
destruction to which it is exposed.

The only building in the possession of the undersigned,
capable of being applied to its protection and accommo-
dations, is now wholly inadequate to those purposes. In
consequence of this inadequacy all convenient arrange-
ment of the books is rendered impracticable; and they
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are also exposed to injury and loss irom the difficulty of
protecting and of subjecting them to an efficient superin-
tendence ; which is inevitable in their present situation.

In addition to these circumstances, the exposure of
this great collection of books, maps, charts and manu-
scripts to destruction by fire, renders an exertion in its
behalf, in the opinion of the undersigned, an indispensa-
ble and imperious duty. The whole is deposited in a
building almost in immediate contact with another, in
which there are every winter more than thirtyfires, under
the care chiefly of young men, who being called from
their rooms four or five times every day, to their recita-
tions or meals, necessarily leave them under circumstan-
ces in which fires are very liable to be communicated,
and where, in such event, the chance is great, of their
not being discovered in season to be extinguished. ToO O

those who are in the situation of daily knowing and con-
sidering these facts, the danger seems imminent, and it
is to them a source of continual anxiety and apprehen-
sion.

The undersigned have no means at their command,
capable of being applied to the erection of such a build-
ing as the exigency of this great public interest demands.
They have therefore no other resource than the liberality
of the public, to which, considering the deep stake of the
Commonwealth in the object for which it is solicited,
they confidently hope they shall not appeal in vain.

They therefore pray your honors to take the subject
into your wise consideration, and make such grant as
will enable the undersigned, by erecting a suitable build-
ing, fire proof, to place this great interest, as far as pos-
sible, beyond the reach of hazard ; and thus transmit to
posterity, enlarged, improved and secure, one of the
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greatest blessings of the present time, and one of the
noblest monuments of the wisdom and foresight of our
ancestors.

And as in duty bound will ever pray

JOSI AH QUINCY, President.

ELIPHALET PORTER,
CHAS. JACKSON, ( „ vNATH’L. BOVVDITCH, (

* eUom-

F. C. GRAY, )

House of Representatives, Feb. 16, 1833.

Taken from the files and referred to the Committee on
the Library. Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

Concurred,

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

In Senate, Feb. 18, 1833.


