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AN ACT

To Regulate the Slaughtering and Weighing of Beef
Cattle.

i Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
2 Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
3 the authority of the same, That from and after the
4 first day of April next, all Beef Cattle sold in market
5 by weight, (except the same shall have been agreed
6 upon by the buyer and seller,) shall be slaughtered
7 and prepared for weighing in the following manner,
8 viz : The Legs shall be taken off at the Knee and
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9 Gambrel Joint, and the skin taken from all other parts
10 of the animal ; and the head shall then be taken off
11 at the second Joint of the neck. The Entrails shall
12 be taken out, and all the fat of the same taken off
13 and weighed with the rough tallow ; and no other
14 part of the animal (except the udder of cows) shall
15 be cut off before the same is weighed. And all Beef
16 shall be weighed upon the day succeeding that on
17 which it may be slaughtered, and every Butcher who
18 shall slaughter Beef, or prepare it for being weighed
19 in any other manner than is above prescribed, shall
20 forfeit and pay the sum of thirty dollars for each of-
-21 fence, one half to the use of the Commonwealth, and
22 one half to the person who shall prosecute, to be re-
-23 covered by an action of debt in any court proper to
24 try the same. Provided, that nothing in this Act
25 shall prevent the buying and selling of Beef Cattle on
26 the foot, or affect in any case in which the mode of
27 slaughtering cattle shall be agreed upon by the buyer
28 and seller.
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