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House of Representatives, Jan. 24, 1855.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Petition of George W. Richardson, praying for a repeal of an
Act establishing a Fire Department in the town of Worcester,
and for the passage of an Act which shall authorize the City
Council to organize and control said Fire Department, have
considered the same, and report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

PUTMAN W. TAFT.

CommonlucalUj of JHassacfjusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Five.

AN ACT
In addition to An Act to establish the City of Wor-

cester.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and bp the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The city council of the city of Worces-
-2 ter is hereby authorized to establish and maintain a
3 tire department in said city of Worcester, consisting
4 of one chief engineer, and six assistant engineers, with
5 such number of fire companies, firemen, hosemen and
6 hook and ladder men, as they shall from time to time
7 judge to be necessary for the public good.
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1 Sect. 2. The city council shall, annually, either in
2 convention of the two branches, or by a concurrent
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5 vote, elect, or appoint so many of said engineers, fire-
-4 men, hosemen, and hook and ladder men as they may
5 deem expedient, and fix their compensation; cause*
6 certificates of membership to be issued, signed by the
7 chief engineer, and the clerk of the board of engi-
-8 neers, and delivered to each person who may be elect-
-9 ed or appointed a member of the fire department.

1 Sect. 3. The engineers, firemen, hosemen, and
2 hook and ladder men who shall be elected or appoint-
-3 ed under this act, shall hold their office during the
4 municipal year in which they are elected, or until
5 others are appointed and qualified in their stead.
6 They shall be governed by the same authority, and
7 exercise the same rights and powers in relation to the
8 extinguishment of fires, as fire-wards now possess and
9 exercise by law.

1 Sect. 4. The city council shall fix and ordain,
2 from time to time, the powers and duties of the fire de-
-3 partment in regard to the management of the engines,
4 hydrants, reservoirs, and other apparatus belonging to
5 the city, which is used for the extinguishment of fires,
6 and may establish such rules and ordinances as they
7 may judge proper, to prohibit or regulate the carrying
8 of fire, or any ignited materials, openly in the streets
9 of said city, and to prohibit any owners or occupants

10 of any buildings in said city from erecting or main-
-11 taining any defective chimney, hearth, oven, stove, or
12 stove-pipe, fire-frame, or other fixture, deposit of
13 ashes, or any mixture, or other material which may
14 produce spontaneous combustion, or whatever else
15 may give just cause of alarm, or may be the means
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16 of kindling or spreading of fires. And the said
17 city council may make and ordain rules and regu-
-18 lations for the conduct of citizens who may be
19 present at any fire, and may annex penalties for
20 the breach of any rule, regulation, or ordinance
21 which they may have deemed it expedient to make,
22 not exceeding twenty dollars; and the same may
23 be prosecuted for and recovered by the chief engi-
-24 neer, before any court of competent jurisdiction,
25 and all penalties so recovered shall be appropriated
26 by the board of engineers, for the improvement of the
27 fire apparatus of said city : Provided, such rules, reg-
-28 illations and ordinances shall not be repugnant to the
29 constitution and laws of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 5. From and after the organization of a fire
2 department under this act, and notice thereof given
3 in one or more newspapers published in said city of
4 Worcester, by the mayor thereof, the tenth chapter of
5 the special and private statutes of this Common-
-6 wealth, entitled “An Act to establish a fire depart-
-7 ment in the town of Worcester,” is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 6. The provisions of this act shall be void
2 unless approved by the voters of the city of Worces-
-3 ter, at meetings held simultaneously in the several
4 wards, upon notice duly given, at least seven days be-
-5 fore the time of said meetings, and within sixty days
6 after the passage of this act.
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