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House of Representatives February 8, 1855.

The Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, to whom was
referred the Petition of the State Board of Agriculture for
aid to purchase lands for the use of the State Reform School
at Westboro’, and who were instructed to examine said
lands, and to report to this House of their doings, have
attended to that duty. Your committee visited Westboro’
on Friday, February 2, and made as thorough and faithful
examination of the premises as was possible on a winter day,
with the ground covered with a light snow, and, having pos-
sessed themselves of the facts in the case, offer the following

The State Reform School, which was founded by the mu-
nificence of General Theodore Lyman, and under the auspices
of the Commonwealth, was located at ’Westboro’ at very great
expense, and will probably never be removed.

The adjoining lands will every year become more necessary
to enable the Board of Agriculture to supply the wants of the
institution, and to furnish additional facilities for the employ-
ment of the boys in the most useful, healthful and profitable
manner.

The original plan of the Reform School did not require
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valuable farming lands, seclusion and security and the health
and comfort of the boys being the main purpose. These objects
have been realized in the location at Westboro 7

; but the wants
of the institution, which greatly exceed all expectation, are not,
and cannot be, supplied from the lands belonging to the insti-
tution ; the daily supply of milk alone for the nearly 600
inmates of the institution would require the keeping of seventy-
five cows; they are now able to keep but twenty-five.

It is also matter of imperative necessity to have more
house room for the accommodation of the farm hands, the
State Board of Agriculture having been obliged to board
several men at the institution ; but there are many objections
to this course, and the Board of Trustees decline positively to
board them any longer.

This will make it necessary to build a house for the use of
the farm, unless the purchase of the adjoining lands be con-
summated ; in that case, the buildings acquired with the lands
will obviate the necessity for building for some time to come.

Your committee were forcibly impressed with one other
aspect of the case, which is perhaps of more consequence than
any merely economic view. These children, to whom the
State bears the relation of parent, are to be reformed ; to be
made, if possible, into good citizens of the Commonwealth; to be
educated in some art whereby they may live when discharged
from the institution. What art so healthful, so useful to the
public, so conducive to mental and physical expansion, as agri-
culture ?

Your committee believe that under the intelligent guidance
of the State Board of Agriculture, comprising as it does some
of the best and ablest minds of the State, the art of agricul-
ture will be greatly improved, that these boys will share in
that improvement, and will, many of them, go out into the
State to furnish intelligent labor where it is so much needed,
and, it is not too much to hope, to become good citizens of the
Commonwealth which has nursed them into a true manhood

Your committee, after full and careful deliberation, unani-'
mously recommend the passage of the following Resolve.

For the Committee,
E. W. BULL.
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RESOLVE

Authorizing the State Board of Agriculture to purchase Lands
in Westboro’.

Resolved , That Moses Newell, of West Newbury, William
G.Lewis, of Framingham, and Charles L. Flint, of Boston, in
behalf of the State Board of Agriculture, be and they are
hereby authorized to purchase for the State, at their discretion,
one or more lots of land lying contiguous to the State Farm
in Westboro’; provided that the amount of said purchases shall
not exceed in the aggregate the sum of twenty thousand
dollars.

Resolved, That the Governor be and he is hereby author-
ized to draw his warrant for- the sum above specified, in favor
of the Treasurer of the Board of Agriculture.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Five.




