
HOUSE.....No. 64.

House of Representatives, Feb. 12, 1855.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Order instructing said Committee to inquire into the ex-
pediency of extending the punishment of persons convicted
on third offence as night-walkers, have considered the same,
and report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

L. B. LINCOLN.

©ommontocaltt of JHassatfmsttts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Five.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. When any person shall be convicted as
2 a common night-walker before any court or justice
3 of the peace, and it shall be alleged in the complaint,
4 and proved at the trial, that such person has been
5 previously twice convicted of the same offence, such
6 person may be sentenced and committed to the House
7 of Correction, or to the House of Industry, or Work-
-8 house, if such be established in the town or city, for
9 any term not more than five years, to be governed

10 and employed according to law.
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1 Sect. 2. The directors or overseers of such House
2 of Correction, House of Industry, or Workhouse,
3 may, on being satisfied that any person so committed
4 is reformed, discharge such person at any period after
5 the expiration of six months from the time of sen-
-6 tence. And they shall also have power to bind out
7 such person, after the expiration of six months from
8 the time of sentence, for any term of time during the
9 period for which they are committed, as' apprentices

10 or servants, to any inhabitants of this Commonwealth;
11 and said directors or overseers, and master or mistress,
12 apprentice or servant, shall respectively have all the
13 rights and privileges, and be subject to all the duties,
14 set forth in the eightieth chapter of the Revised Stat-
-15 utes, in the same manner as if said binding were made
16 by the overseers of the poor, and the relations be-

-17 tween the parties shall not be affected by the age of
18 the parties so bound out. If the master or mistress
19 be discharged from such contract of service or ap-

-20 prenticeship in pursuance of sections twenty-two and
21 twenty-three of said eightieth chapter, the person so

22 bound out shall be returned to the place of confine-
-23 ment, and serve out the original sentence, if any por-
-24 tion thereof be unexpired; but the overseers or
25 directors shall not be liable to the costs of the process
26 provided by said twenty-second and twenty-third sec-
-27 tions.




