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To the Hon. the Senate and House of Representatives of
Massachusetts in General Court assembled :—

The undersigned, members of a Committee appointed by the
Board of Trade of the City of Boston, respectfully remon-
strate against the passage of any Act increasing the capita-
tion tax on Alien Passengers, for the following reasons
among others: —

Ist. The passage of such an Act would at once destroy a
large part of the commerce of Boston, ruining all her passenger
trade, and thereby cutting off much of her importing business.
It can be demonstrated that this business, in some of its
branches, cannot be profitably conducted except in connection
with the carrying of passengers, at least while the ports of
other States are open to both branches of traffic. The great
lines of Liverpool Packets would be immediately withdrawn ;

and it is doubtful whether the Ocean Steamers could be run
with advantage if such a bill were enacted. Its effect would
be to give a great and unjust preference to the rival ports of
New York and Portland ; and it is not improbable that Ports-
mouth and Providence would each gain a portion of the busi-
ness banished from our own Commonwealth.

(Eowmantotaltl) of JUnßsatiiMßrttß.



REMONSTRANCE. [Feb. ’55.2

2d. The ultimate effect of such an Act would be, not to
increase our receipts of head money, nor to guard us against
the evils of immigration and of foreign pauperism, but greatly
to diminish the amount received from the capitation tax, and
to bring into our State an immense number of alien paupers
over whom the Commonwealth would have no control, except
the right to send them home at the expense of the treasury.

No foreigner would be prevented from coming to reside here;
but immigrants would come by the way of New York or Port-
land, or through other cities, and they would consequently pay
us no tax whatever; nor could the common carriers who would
bring them be obliged to give bond for their support or to pay
for their removal; for Congress has sole power to regulate
commerce between the States, and we cannot forbid our lines
of steamboats or railroads from bringing any persons from other
States into Massachusetts.

3d. It is our opinion that, beyond the faithful execution of
existing statutes, little can be done to check the evils of pauper
immigration without action on the part of our national legis-
lature. And we would suggest, that the General Court should
memorialize Congress for a general law, which shall, as far as
possible, cure this evil, and which shall work equally in the
different States.

SAM. S. LEWIS.
GEO. R. SAMPSON.
GEO. B. UPTON.
AND. T. HALL.
ENOCH TRAIN.

Boston, February 10, 1855.


