
HOUSE.....No. 82.

House of Representatives, Feb. 16, 1855.

The Committee on Banks and Banking, to whom was re-
ferred the Petition of Charles B. Hall, for further legislation in
regard to counterfeit Bank plates, Bills, &c., have considered
the same, and report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

GEO. F. WILLIAMS

ComnioutoMUi) of jaansactjnsctto.



2 PREVENTION OF COUNTERFEITING. [Feb.

AN ACT

For the Prevention of Counterfeiting.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as folloivs :

1 Sect. 1. Whenever any false, forged, or counter-
-2 feit bank bills or notes, or any plates, dies, or other
3 tools, instruments or implements, used by counter-
-4 feiters, or designed for the forging or making of any
5 false or counterfeit notes or bills, shall come to the
6 knowledge of any sheriff, constable, police officer, or

7 other officer of justice in this Commonwealth, such
8 officer shall immediately seize and take possession of

9 the same, and deliver the same into the custody of the
10 court of record having jurisdiction of the offence of

11 counterfeiting in the county in which the same shall
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
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12 be; and the said court shall, as soon as the ends of
13 justice will permit, cause the same to be destroyed by
14 an officer of the court, which officer shall make a re-
-15 turn to the court of his doings in the premises.

1 Sect. 2. Whenever the charter of any bank in this
2 Commonwealth shall expire or become forfeited, or

3 whenever any such bank shall close its business for
4 any cause whatever, the members of the board of
5 directors of such bank which shall have last been in
6 office shall forthwith deliver up all their plates and
7 dies to the court of record in the county in which
8 such bank shall have been established having juris-
-9 diction of the offence of counterfeiting; and such

10 court shall cause the said plates and dies to be dis-
-11 posed of in such manner as the court shall deem ex-

-12 pedient, in order to prevent their being afterwards
13 used for any unlawful purpose.

1 Sect. 3. Any member of such board of directors
2 who shall wilfully neglect or refuse to comply with
3 the requirements of the preceding section shall be
4 punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.




