
HOUSE....No. 113.

House of Representatives, March 1, 1855.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was recommitted
an Order relative to the expediency of providing by law for
further assistance to the Commonwealth’s Attorney for the
county of Suffolk, have considered the same, and submit
the following

REPORT;

The duties of the Commonwealth’s Attorney for the county
of Suffolk are arduous. Prosecutions under the liquor law have
latterly greatly augmented those duties. There is no reasonable
prospect that his labors will be relieved in the future ; on the
contrary, they will inevitably be enhanced. It is clearly,
therefore, the duty of the legislature to afford some degree of
relief.

The plan suggested at the time of the recommitment was
to appoint an assistant attorney. But it seems to the com-
mittee that the duties of the office cannot well be divided
between two officers; and it is apprehended that for a liberal
salary a single officer will be quite willing to discharge all the
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duties of the station with fidelity to the public. The present
compensation is but two thousand dollars, and it is clearly
inadequate. Any lawyer of moderate professional acquire-
ments can earn a larger sum in private practice, with far less
labor; and the incumbent of this office is mainly cut off
from private practice. The sessions of the Municipal Court
are monthly ; so that the attorney cannot, of course, engage in
the conduct and trial of civil causes. The salary, therefore,
should be such as will pay a good lawyer for his whole time.
It matters not how hard he is worked if he be well paid ;

indeed, the constant professional labor demanded of him will
but sharpen and invigorate his faculties. In no other pursuit
in life is unremitting labor so beneficial as in the practice of
the law. We think, therefore, that one energetic man, learned
and skilful in his profession, will be a more useful servant of
the public than two less able men with more leisure on their
hands.

We have, therefore, come to the conclusion that the salary
should be raised to three thousand dollars. For that sum an
able and discreet man can afford to labor with constancy and
vigilance in the service of the Commonwealth.

We report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

.1. Q. A. GRIFFIN.
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AN ACT

To establish the Salary of the Attorney of the Common-
wealth for the County of Suffolk.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. From and after the first day of April
2 next, the Attorney of the Commonwealth for the
3 county of Suffolk shall receive a salary of three thou-
4 sand dollars a year, to be paid quarterly out of the
5 treasury of said Commonwealth, and to be in full for
6 all services rendered by him ; and he shall render to
7 the treasurer of said county a quarterly account of
8 all fees, bills of costs and moneys received by him
9 by virtue of his office, and shall account with the

11 treasurer of the Commonwealth for the same.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Five.
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1 Sect. 2. Section second of the sixty-seventh chap-
-2 ter of the statutes of the year eighteen hundred and
3 fifty-five is hereby repealed.


