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House of Representatives, March 1, 1855.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Petition of Reuel Richmond, of North Bridgewater, for a
law authorizing Tillages to form themselves into Watch Dis-
tricts, have considered the same, and report the accompanying
Bill.

For the Committee,

E. MILLIKEN.

Commonwealth of J&assatijwsetta.
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Tn the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Five.

AN ACT
Empowering the Inhabitants of Villages to establish

Watch Districts within the same.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, asfollows :

1 Sect. 1. The inhabitants of a village of any town
2 in the Commonwealth qualified to vote in town affairs
3 at a meeting thereof held for that purpose may estab-
-4 lish a watch district, the object of which shall be the
5 protection of property against fire, thieves and robbers,
6 and also to keep the streets quiet in the night time,
7 the officers of which shall have charge of and be
8 responsible for the watchman and apparatus which
9 shall be employed in the purpose aforesaid: provided

10 that no district containing less than one thousand
11 persons shall have the benefit of this act.

(TommonU)caU!j of
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1 Sect. 2. The selectmen of any town, upon the
2 application in writing of not less than seven freehold-
-3 ers, inhabitants of any district of such town the limits
4 of which shall be defined in such application and
5 shall contain not less than one thousand persons re-
-6 quiring them to notify a meeting of the inhabitants
7 of such district duly qualified to vote in town affairs
8 for considering the expediency of establishing a suffi-
9 cient watch for and within the said district, shall

10 without delay give notice to such inhabitants, in the
11 same manner in which notice of town meetings is
12 given, to assemble at some suitable place within the
13 district for the purpose aforesaid, the substance of
14 which shall be expressed in the notification, and at
15 such meeting the selectmen shall preside. If the
16 selectmen refuse or neglect to summon such meeting,
17 any justice of the peace in the county in which such
18 town is may call the same. If none of the selectmen
19 are present at the said meeting, a moderator may be
20 chosen to preside over it, who shall have and exercise
21 the same power as the moderator of a town meeting
22 has.

1 Sect. 3. No person shall be allowed to vote at a
2 meeting held as above provided except the inhabit-
-3 ants of the district duly qualified as aforesaid. They
4 shall choose a clerk, who shall make oath to keep a
5 true record of the proceedings of the same and all
6 other meetings, and to perform all the other duties of
7 clerk of such watch district, so long as he shall hold
8 the office. The clerk so chosen may be removed by
9 the inhabitants of the district, or may resign, and

10 another may be chosen in his place; and the same
11 may be done in case of his decease or incompetency-
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2 meeting held in the manner aforesaid, may vote to
3 establish a watch district within the same, which shall
4 consist of a Prudential Committee, of not less than
5 three, nor more than five, persons.

1 Sect. 5. The Prudential Committee of any watch
2 district shall be chosen by ballot at the meeting called
8 in the manner aforesaid, or at any adjournment
4 thereof, or at any other meeting called by the clerk
5 for that purpose, and shall be under oath faithfully to
6 perform the duties of such offices respectively.

2 district, after the first meeting, shall be called by the
3 clerk of such district whenever he is requested in
4 writing to do so by the Prudential Committee or by
5 seven legal voters of the district; and he shall give
6 notice thereof by posting written or printed notifi-
-7 cations of such meeting in at least six public places
8 in the district not less than seven days prior
9 to the meeting, which notification shall contain a

10 brief statement of the purposes of the meeting. At
11 all such meetings a moderator shall be chosen to pre-
-12 side, who shall have the same power to keep order as
13 the moderator of a town meeting has. The clerk shall
14 preside with like power until a moderator is chosen.

1 Sect. 7. The inhabitants of any watch district
2 constituted as aforesaid may, at a meeting called for
3 said purpose in the manner aforesaid, raise money for
4 the payment of watchmen and for any apparatus or
5 necessary expense which may be required to carry out

1 Sect. 4. The inhabitants of sucb village, at a

1 Sect. 6. Meetings of the inhabitants of any watch
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6 the purpose aforesaid. And the Prudential Committee
7 shall have the care, custody and management of the
8 moneys so raised, and shall expend the same for the
9 purpose provided by the vote of the inhabitants of

10 the watch district by whom it was raised, and not
11 otherwise; and such committee shall be accountable
12 to the said inhabitants for all moneys so intrusted to
13 them, who shall have power to maintain any suit
14 thereof in their aggregate capacity of inhabitants of
15 the said district.

1 Sect. 8. The Prudential Committee of any watch
2 district shall issue their warrants to the clerk, requir-
-3 ing him to call a meeting annually in the month of
4 March, each succeeding year, for the purpose of
5 choosing their officers; and in case of refusal or neg-
-6 lect to call and to hold such meeting as aforesaid, the
7 officers of said watch district shall be authorized and
8 required to perform the duties heretofore provided
9 until others are chosen.

1 Sect. 9. The clerk of each watch district consti-
-2 tuted under this act shall certify to the assessors of
3 the town all sums of money that shall be voted to be
4 raised by the inhabitants of such district for the pur-
-5 poses and in the manner aforesaid, which shall be
6 assessed and collected by the officers of the town in
7 the manner that the town taxes are assessed and col-
-8 lected, and shall be paid over by the collector of the
9 towm to the town treasurer, who shall hold the same,

10 subject to the order of the Prudential Committee of
11 the watch district. The assessors, treasurer and col-
-12 lector of any town in which a watch district shall be
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13 organized under this act shall have the same power
14 and perform the same duties in reference to the assess-
-15 ment and collection of town taxes, and make abate-
-16 ments in the same manner: provided, nevertheless, that
17 the sum so voted shall be assessed upon the property
18 located within such district, both real and personal.

1 Sect. 10. The inhabitants adjoining any watch
2 district may be annexed thereto in the following man-
-3 ner, viz.: A petition shall be presented to such district
4 for annexation, describing the territory to be annexed*
5 and subscribed to by a majority of the freeholders
6 therein. The clerk of such watch district shall then
7 proceed to give due notice of the addition above
8 referred to at their next annual meeting, when such
9 object may be consummated by their concurrence.

1 Sect. 11. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


