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House of Representatives, March 6, 1555.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Order directing them to inquire into the expediency of so
amending the 95th chapter of the Revised Statutes as to
exempt all persons from serving as Jurors who are not native-
born citizens, or who are unable to read and write, have con-
sidered the same, and

The list of persons exempt from serving as Jurors is now so
large as to deprive the State of the services of many citizens
whose services would be highly valuable. Excluding those
citizens who are not native born, it is feared by many, would
impair the confidence of that class of people in the adminis-
tration of justice, and lead them to distrust the fairness and
equity of verdicts and decisions rendered in cases where their
rights are brought in conflict with native-born citizens. The
English law at one time had, if it has not now, so much regard
to this feeling on the part of foreigners that they were allowed
to have their rights tried by juries one-half of whom were
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not native citizens. It is believed that it would not be wise
to exclude from the service of jurors persons against whom
there is no other objection than their foreign birth. The law
has heretofore left it to the selectmen and mayor and aldermen
to select inhabitants “of good moral character, of sound judg-
ment, and free from all legal exceptions,” and required them to
strike from the lists the names of persons convicted “of
scandalous crime, or guilty of gross immorality.”

Probably the preparing and revising the lists is most wisely
and safely deposited in their hands, subject to the ratification
of the people of the several towns.

In regard to cities, the law gives to the mayor and aldermen
final jurisdiction. Your committee, have thought it expedient
to require them to submit their doings to the common council.

The law as it now stands also requires a revision of the lists
only once in three years.

J J
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Considering the importance of the functions that jurors
exercise, and that for the time being, and so far as the rights
of parties are concerned, they become, as it were, the State,
holding in their hands the issues of life and death and the
liberty and property of the citizen, it would perhaps be well
to require these lists to be revised every year, and that they
should be posted up in some public places in each town or city
some days before they are to be accepted. With these precau-
tions, it is presumed that the names of unworthy persons will
not often get into the jury box.

C. P. HUNTINGTON, Chairman.
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Five.

AN ACT
Relating to Lists of Jurors.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, asfollows :

1 Sect. 1. The lists of jurors required by law shall
2 be carefully prepared and revised once in each year,
3 and posted up in public places in the town or city,
4 by the selectmen or mayor and aldermen of the towns
5 or cities for which they are prepared, ten days at least
6 before they are to be submitted to them for revision
7 and acceptance.

1 Sect. 2. The lists of jurors now required to be
2 prepared by the mayor and aldermen of cities shall
3 be submitted to the respective city councils, and they
4 shall have the same power to revise and accept them
5 that belongs to towns.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
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