
HOUSE.....No. 153.

House of Representatives March 8, 1855.

The Committee on Medical Science, to whom was referred
an Order to inquire into the expediency of amending the 242d
chapter of the Acts of 1845, have considered the same, and
report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

WALTER BURNHAM.
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AN ACT

Concerning the Study of Medicine.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The overseers of the poor of any town,
2 the mayor and aldermen of any city, and the inspec-
-3 tors and overseers or superintendent of any alms-
-4 house, prison, hospital or house of correction in this
5 Commonwealth, shall, upon request, grant permission
6 to, and deliver to the order of, any member of the
7 faculty of any medical college, or to any medical
8 practitioner, the dead body of any person which is
9 required to be buried at the public expense within

10 any town or city in this Commonwealth, for the ad-
-11 vancement of medical science, preference being given
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In the Year- One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Five.
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12 during the terms of lectures only to medical colleges
13 specially authorized by law to grant the degree of
14 doctor in ‘medicine, and annually exercising that
15 power for their use in the instruction of students.
16 And in case of conflicting applications to the same
17 board of overseers, superintendent or inspectors, such
18 bodies shall be delivered to the applicant under the
19 above provision according to priority of application;
20 provided no applicant who has already received one
21 body from said board, superintendents or inspectors,
22 shall receive another until subsequent applicants have
23 been supplied. And it shall be the duty of any
24 person having charge of any almshouse, prison, hos-
-25 pital, house of correction or workhouse in which any
26 person required to be buried at the public expense
27 shall die, immediately to give notice thereof to the
28 overseers of the poor of the town, or the mayor and
29 aldermen of the city, or the inspectors of the alms-
-30 house, prison or house of correction in which such
31 death shall occur; and the dead body of such person
32 shall not, except when the death was occasioned by
33 some contagious or putrid disease, be buried, nor shall
34 any dead body be delivered for dissection, until such
35 notice shall have been given, and permission therefor
36 be granted by said overseers, mayor and aldermen, or
37 inspectors of almshouses, prison or house of correc-
-38 tion.

1 Sect. 2, No such body shall in any case be sur-
-2 rendered if within twenty-four hours after his death
3 any person known to have been a friend to the
4 deceased before his last sickness shall become respon-
-5 sible for the funeral charges, or if any parent, child,
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6 husband or wife, brother or sister, of the deceased
7 shall request to have the body buried, or if such
8 deceased person was a stranger or traveller who died
9 suddenly; but the dead body shall in all such cases

10 be buried, and no body shall be surrendered until the
11 physician requesting the same shall give the bond
12 required by the twelfth section of the twenty-second
13 chapter of the Revised Statutes; and the expense of
14 removal shall be defrayed by the person or institution
15 which shall receive such dead body.

1 Sect. 3. The bodies of all such persons as may
2 be received as aforesaid by any physician shall be
3 used for the purposes of anatomical and surgical study
4 alone, and in this State only; and if any person shall
5 use such body for any other purpose, or shall remove
6 the same beyond the limits of this State, or in any
7 way dispose of the same for gain, shall on conviction
8 thereof be punished by a fine not exceeding five hun-
-9 dred dollars, or be imprisoned in the county jail for

10 a term not exceeding three years.

1 Sect. 4. The two hundred and forty-second chap-
-2 ter of the Acts of 1845, the tenth and eleventh sections
3 of the twenty-second chapter of the Revised Statutes,
4 and all acts inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


