
HOUSE.....No. 186.

House of Representatives, March 22, 1855.

The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of George
H. Weatherbee and others, for permission and authority to
open a channel for North River through Scituate Beach,
have considered the same, and

REPORT:

The improvement of the navigation of the rivers and har-
bors in the Commonwealth, although coming more immediately
under the jurisdiction of the general government, and entitled
to its fostering care, yet, in the opinion of the Committee, the
State should grant such facilities to her citizens as to encourage
them to increase its commercial prosperity.

The Committee, under the authority of the Legislature,
visited the river and beach, and found—both from their own
observation and the testimony of competent witnesses liv-
ing in the vicinity—that the facts set forth in the petition
were strictly true, and are therefore of the opinion that the
ship-budding interests in the towns of Marshfield, Scituate,
South Scituate, Pembroke and Hanover, as well as the coasting
trade of some of these towns, require the proposed channel.
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On account of the shoals near the mouth of the river, (which
will be avoided by the proposed channel,) no vessels but those
of small tonnage can now be built at the different ship yards
in the towns before mentioned; and the packets that afford an
important means of communication between Marshfield and
Boston, and other towns and cities, find it very difficult to ob-
tain ingress and egress through the present mouth of North
River, and utterly impossible except at the highest point of the
tides.

The expediency and feasibility of this project have already
received the sanction of skilful engineers sent by the general
government to examine the premises, and it has also received
the favorable consideration of former legislatures.

The Committee have been unable, after careful inquiry, to
find that any interest, either public or private, will be injured
by the proposed channel, and therefore report the accompany-
ing Bill.

For the Committee,

WM. J. EAMBS.
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AN ACT

To authorize George H. Weatherbee and others to cut a
Channel through Scituate Beach.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. George H. Weatherbee, Edward Ames,
2 Biratn Simmons, and their associates, are hereby
3 authorized and empowered, within four years from
4 the passage of this act, to open a channel through
5 Scituate Beach, as a new outlet for North River, at
6 any place on said beach within two miles from the
7 present mouth of said river.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.

(CommonUmiltij of jHassacljusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Five.




