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House of Representatives, March 27, 1555.

The Petition of the Selectmen and others of the District of
Marshpee, for the repair of their Meeting-House and School-
Houses, and for an increase of appropriation from the
School Fund, to enable them to maintain better schools and
for a longer term, was referred, by an Order of February 23,
to the Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies and to
the Committee on Education; and the two committees were
empowered to hear the petitioners, and report jointly or
separately as they shall deem best. Accordingly the com-
mittees sat together and heard the petitioners, and submit
the following

REPORT AND RESOIA
The chairman of the selectmen, Solomon Attaquin, the mis-

sionary of the parish, Rev. Mr. Coombs, the treasurer, M .
I'arston, and others well acquainted with the affairs of the In-
C ‘ an, S °f Marshpee, were present, and gave testimony in favor
of the petition.
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The district of Marshpee, in the county of Barnstable, is
inhabited by a population of about three hundred and ten
colored persons, composed of Indians and mulattoes and ne-
groes who have intermarried—the former being the descendants
of the once powerful tribe called the South Shore Indians,
who were the. native owners of the soil. The territory they
own (originally 13,000 acres) now consists of 10,500 acres.

In 1660, Quachatasett, Sachem of Monomet, with remark-
able foresight of the fate of his race, made a gift of this terri-
tory to the South Shore Indians, and with the aid of Richard
Bourne, their first missionary, got it confirmed by the General
Court of Plymouth in 1661 in these words: “To the said
Indians, to a perpetuity to them and their children, as that no
part of their lands shall be granted or purchased by any
English whatsoever, by the court’s allowance, without the con-
sent of all the Indians.”

Previous to this, in 1650, the General Court had ordered,
“ That if upon good experience there shall be a competent
number of Indians brought on to civility, so as to be capable
of a township

,
upon their request to the General Court they

shall have grants of lands for a plantation as the English
have.”

But in 1693 the General Court put the Indians under the
government of white men, called commissioners, appointed by
the governor and council; and in 1718 the Indians were deprived
of the right to make any contract, unless in the presence of
two justices of the peace. They continued under this guar-
dianship till 1760, the year of the coronation of George 111.,
when Reuben Cognehew, a Marshpee Indian, undertook a
mission to England, and in person presented to the king com-
plaints against the measures of the colonial government
towards the Indians. He returned with orders from the king
to give the Indiansa better government; and in 1763 the
General Court, after great opposition from the overseers and
others, and, as the preamble says, upon “the repeated and im-
portunate desire of the Indians and mulattoes, proprietors in
Marshpee,” passed “ an act for incorporating the Indians and
mulattoes, inhabitants of Marshpee, with their lands there,
into a district.”

This act empowered them annually to meet in the public
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meeting-house in said Marshpee and choose five overseers, two
being Englishmen, and also gave them the management of
their own affairs in town meeting.

The Revolution broke up their community; and twenty-two
of their most active men, who had enlisted in the first conti-
nental regiment of four hundred men raised in Barnstable
County, perished, except one, in the service. The Rev. Mr.
Holley, their missionary, reported that there were seventy
widows of Indians in Marshpee who lost their lives in the
Revolutionary war, and that this led to intermarriages with
the blacks.

Nevertheless, in 1788, (cb. 35,) after the Revolution, the
charter act of 1763 was repealed, and “ the Indian mulatto
and negro proprietors and inhabitants of Marshpee” were de-
prived of all their civil rights, and for the first time were put
under the sole control of overseers without their choice.

This last act was increased in restrictions by the act of
1789, (ch. 52,) and by subsequent acts down to 1819, (ch. 105.)
The Indians uniformly remonstrated against these laws, and
as early as 1788 said, in their petition to the legislature, “ Your
honors, for want of information, have put us under a disa-
greeable constitution.” They complained of “ the mortifica-
tion of being put under guardianship and considered as
minors.” But their civil disabilities were continued for half a
century before they found any relief. In 1818 they petitioned
the legislature, without success, “ to grant us the unspeakable
privilege of choosing our own overseers.” Down to 1834
they remained under this civil bondage, without the right to
cut their own wood, improve their own land, or manage their
property, or make any contract, or receive the wages of their
labor. The overseers were empowered “to manage all the
affairs, interests and concerns of the Indians and inhabit-
ants,” to let out their lands and tenements, control and regu-
late absolutely fheir bargains, contracts and wages, to bind
out their children without consent of parents, and to bind out
to service for three years at a time any adult proprietor or
member who in the sole judgment of the overseers was a
drunkard and idler, and appropriate his earnings as they saw
fit—there being no appeal in any case from the overseers to
any other tribunal.
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In 1833-34 earnest efforts were made to give the Marsbpee
Indians the rights of self-government. They petitioned the
legislature, were examined before committees., to test their
capacity, and, after meeting with great opposition, finally
obtained the act of 1834, (ch. 166,) establishing the district of
Marsh pee, with all the rights belonging to a district, subject,
however, at the request of the Indians, to the appointment of
a commissioner by the governor and council, who was to act
as moderator in their town meetings, and had a veto on their
acts.

From this period the legislature have exercised a truly pa-
ternal care over the Indians, and have enlarged the rights of
the people of the district as far and as fast as they have desired
to go. By the act of 1842, chapter 72, their lands, which
before were held in common, were partitioned among the pro-
prietors, in lots of sixty acres to each male or female proprie-
tor, (each owner having his or her deed duly recorded,) which
embraces every original Indian and mulatto proprietor and
their descendants, together with all who have married a pro-
prietor, and every person of Indian descent whose parents, or
ancestors, or himself, had been residents for twenty years on
the plantation.

This partition, which was made and adjusted in open meet-
ing, with the concurrence of the people of the district, by
Commissioners paid by the Commonwealth, embraced all the
inhabitants, and conveyed all rights of fee and of sale and
conveyance except to persons not inhabitants—a limitation
always desired by themselves. Under it all the proprietors
now own their several property, and have all the civil and
political rights of citizens of the Commonwealth, except that,
at their own desire, they are exempted by law from the pay-
ment of State and county taxes, and their lands shall not be

liable to be taken in execution.
In 1853 they petitioned the legislature to be relieved from

the supervision of a Commissioner, and that office was abol-
ished, (chapter 186, of 1853.) and a Treasurer, who keeps
and pays out their money on the orders of the selectmen, and
has no other power, is the only officer appointed by the Gov-
ernor and Council, and not chosen by themselves.
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They petitioned at that time to have permission to recom-
mend the person they should choose for Treasurer, subject to
approval or rejection by the Governor and Council; but this
provision, reported in the original bill, did not pass both
Houses.

It appears that the inhabitants of Marshpee are now well
satisfied with their civil privileges, and desire no further present
change in this i-espect, unless it be the right to nominate their
Treasurer; and it will be apparent, from this brief epitome of
their civil history, that they now form an interesting community,
peculiarly entitled to the paternal care of the Commonwealth
in all that may best advance their civil, moral and religious
improvement.

To this end they ask for means to repair and preserve their
meeting-house and school-houses, and for an increase for the
support of schools. There is but one meeting-house in the
district, and no other place or society for public worship is
desired.

The origin of the ancient meeting-house in Marshpee can
be traced back to 1684, when the Indians set apart a lot of
land (o build a meeting-house for them. The house was built
by the English Society for Propagating the Gospel among the
Indians of North America, who contributed to support a mis-
sionary until after the Revolution. It was first occupied by
their missionary, Richard Bourne. He was succeeded by
Simon Papmonet, an Indian, who preached for them forty
years. Joseph Bourne, grandson of Richard, was their next
pastor till 1729, and was succeeded by Solomon Birant, an
Indian preacher, who continued thirty years. Rev. Gideon
Hawley was missionary for a period of fifty-two years, until
he died; and in 1811 Harvard College instituted Rev. Phineas
Fish as missionary, and applied to his support the Interest of
a fund left by Mr. Thomas Williams, of England, “to the
College of Cambridge, in New England, for the blessed work
ol converting the poor Indians there.” Two-thirds of the
income of this fund is now annually allowed by the Trustees
to the selectmen of Marshpee towards the support of such
missionary as, since the act of 1840 establishing Marshpee
as a parish, shall be chosen by the proprietors of the whole
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district. With this provision and the contributions from the
district they have constant religious services.

The Rev. Mr. Fish, now deceased, continued to use the
meeting-house until the legislature established religious liberty
in Marshpee by the act of 1840, (chapter 65,) making the
district a parish, with all the rights of parishes and religious
societies. Under this act they took possession of their own
meeting-house and parsonage lands, and for the first time
chose their own minister, and have so continued in unanimity
ever since.

This ancient meeting-house the legislature has preserved.
In 1816 an appropriation of $5OO was made at the request of
the Indians, and in 1833 a like sum was granted for repairs,
chiefly inside. The exterior now requires repair, or the build-
ing will fall to decay. Having examined estimates of the
necessary cost, the Committee on Parishes report a Resolve
granting $5OO necessary for that purpose.

There are one hundred and five children in the district of
Marshpee who can attend school. In 1830 the legislature,
upon the petition of the Indians, built two school-houses in the
two school districts in Marshpee. The buildings were small,
20 by IS; and it now appears that the school-house in the
northern district, where there are seventy scholars, is wholly
insufficient, and should be enlarged. The other school-house
is of sufficient size, but needs repairs, filic Committee on
Education have examined estimates, which require sooo for
the necessary repairs of both school-houses.

The people of the district also pray for further means fir
educate their children. The district now receives $lOO from
the school fund and $6O from the surplus revenue, ibis, with
the means they can raise, which are limited, does not supply
them with requisite teachers nor with schools for more than

half the year. They ask for an additional appropriation from

the school fund, subject to their raising an annual sum from
the district, which will enable them to supply both schools for

the year.
The Committee deem it just that the Commonwealth, after

having by its laws placed the Indians under disabilities for so

many past generations, should now extend to them every tea-
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sonable allowance for the mental improvement of the present
generation; and to accomplish this object, they have reported
three Resolves.

H. G. STEWART, Chairman.

order of the two Committees,
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RESOLVES

On the Petition of the Selectmen of Marshpee.

Resolved, That there be appropriated and paid from the
treasury of the Commonwealth the sum of five hundred dollars
for the proprietors of the District of Marshpee, for the purpose of
repairing the Meeting-House at Marshpee, the same to be ex-
pended under the direction of the selectmen and the mission-
ary of the district and parish of Marshpee; said money to be
paid to the treasurer of said district, and by him paid out upon
the orders of the said selectmen, for the above-provided pur-
pose, and no other.

Resolved, That there be appropriated and paid from the
treasury of the Commonwealth the sum of two hundred and
fifty dollars for the purpose of enlarging and repairing the
School-House in the district of Marshpee, situated in tho
northern part of said Marshpee; and the sum of seventy-five
dollars for repairs on the School-House situated in the southern
school district of said district of Marshpee, which school-houses
were erected by the Commonwealth A. D. 1830, for the use and

©ommontotaltlj cf .fHassatfjuimts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Five.
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benefit of the Marshpee Indians. The said sums to be ex-

pended under the direction of the selectmen of said district,
and to be paid to the treasurer thereof, and by him paid out
upon the order of said selectmen, for the above-provided pur-
pose, and no other.

Resolved, That, in addition to the sums now paid, there be
allowed and paid out of the school fund to the selectmen of
Marshpee the sum of one hundred and sixty-five dollars, on
the first day of January, annually, to be applied by the select-
men in aid of support of common schools in said district, in
proportion to the average number of attendance of scholars in
each school in said district of Marshpee : provided that the
district of Marshpee shall annually raise the sum of seventy-
five dollars, to be appropriated in the same manner ; and if the
said district in any year shall fail to raise and appropriate the
said sum of seventy-five dollars on their part, then the above
sum of one hundred and sixty-five dollars shall not be paid for
the year next suceeding that in which such failure shall take
place. And it shall be the duty of the selectmen in each
year to make a return of the condition of the schools in said
district, and of the moneys expended therein, in the form and
manner prescribed in the Act providing for the distribution of
the income of the Massachusetts School Fund.
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