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Executive Department,
Council Chamber, March 30, 1855. 5

Sir :—I transmit herewith, in accordance with the request
of the House of Representatives, the Annual Report of the
Land Agent, which was placed on file in this Department, in
accordance with usage, when received.

HENRY J. GARDNER.

Comnumtocalt)) of - JHagg'icfittgtUß*

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives :
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Land Office, Boston, j
January 20, 1855. j

To His Excellency Henry J. Gardner, Governor of the Com-
momoeallh of Massachusetts :—

I have the honor to transmit to your Excellency, for the in-
formation of the executive and legislative departments of the
government, the following

The residue of the Commonwealth’s land in Maine having
been disposed of, the duties of this office are mainly limited to
the indebtedness of individual purchasers, and to the preserva-
tion of the liens reserved for its security. These liens embrace
more than one hundred separate tracts distributed widely over
the State, forming an aggregate area of over one million of
acres. They are more extensive and more scattered than at
any former period, and require increased attention for their
preservation. The knowledge that no new credits are to be
obtained of the Commonwealth for rendering more facile the
extinguishment of the old is not calculated to render the col-
lection of our debts more easy. There is an increased tendency

to the depreciation of our liens ; and sagacity and decision can
alone arrest it.

The promisors upon our land notes are few in number, and
they are, with few exceptions, rather men of adventurous en-

terprise than of capital. A neglect of these liens, subject as

®ommonU)eaUs of
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they would be to the hazardous operations of the debtors,
together with the accumulation of interest, would soon return
the Commonwealth to a situation, in regard to land debts, of
which she has had sad experience.

The amount of indebtedness of individual purchasers on the
81st of December, 1854, including principal and interest, was
$328,681.39. This is about the average of indebtedness for 11
past six years. Of this amount about $B,OOO is due on sales
made in 1845, $17,000 on the sales of 1846, and $20,000 on
those of 1847. These arrears are mostly due from the larger
operators.

The amount received on land notes during the year 1854
was for principal, ...... $73,866 91
For interest, . 25,877 89

Total, $99,744 80

Considering the extent of the timber cuttings, and the en-
hanced value of stumpage, this amount is much below what
should have been received. The aggregate of cuttings cannot
be made up ; but the value of the stumpage cannot fall much
below double the amount of principal paid in. The pleas of
delinquents are, the increased expense of their operations, the
severe drought in keeping back their timber, and the depression
of the market. Where the timber has not been converted,
these considerations should weigh in favor of indulgence.

It is obvious that the security of the Commonwealth’s inter-
est requires that the reduction of the principal of the land
notes should keep pace with the reduction of the stumpage.
Although a purchaser’s note may not be clue if he has taken
away its value from the lien securing it, it should be paid, or
satisfactory security substituted. In some cases this has been
obtained, and is expected in others.

The amount of principal of the land notes overdue on tin
31st of December, was $108,634.53. With the interest includ
ed, this would be increased to about $130,000.

Arrears of stumpage still remain due under permits and by
trespass. The amount cannot be precisely determined till oui
account with the Maine Land (Mice is settled.

Claims for reduction have been preferred where the indebt-
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edncss is under joint permits ; and Maine, by a Resolve of last
winter, has directed her Land Agent to investigate one of
them, and to make an equitable allowance. This office was
invited to unite in the examination of the claim. Authority
for such equitable reductions is vested by law in the Land
Commissioners. Under their advice and authority, it was
agreed with tire Land Agent to unite in the examination. No
meeting has been had, as was expected ; but I have held myself
ready on notice from the Maine Land Agent. This claimant
is largely in debt and delinquent to the Commonwealth.

A large number of small claims for stumpage have been long
due. A part are worthless; but it has been thought by my
predecessors that something could be collected of sureties. In
one case the Attorney-General considers the estate of a deceas-
ed surety as liable, and its amount is considerable. Coercion
alone will secure these demands in any case, and would be
fruitless in most of them.

The question of keeping up the expense of official surveys
of the timber, cot on townships sold has not been fully settled.
On the greater proportion of the townships it would be per-
fectly superfluous ; and it is to be hoped that in ail cases
satifactory evidence of its amount can be obtained without
that expense. If, however, the liens are wasted and the debts
neglected, we shall be compelled to a more expensive vigilance
and to the exercise of our reserved rights. A more careful
attention, in Maine, will be demanded of the incumbent of this
office, if no surveyors or agents are authorized to act for him.
Near two thousand dollars was paid for this kind of duty dur-
ing the year 1853. A large amount of duty performed by
these surveyors had reference to permitted stumpage and tres-
pass cuttings. Such duties ended with the sale of the lands.
Trespassers can only injure our interest through the negligence
by purchasers of their own interest. We have nothing to
guard against but the irresponsibility of purchasers and their
assigns. The measure ofrequisite vigilance demanded for our
security, in the relation we now occupy, will be better known
after another year’s experience.

The importance of the records, the surveys, the plans and
field books, in this office, have not been duly considered. It
would seem no more than just to grantees and their heirs and
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assigns that they should be carefully preserved. They are not
well secured nor conveniently arranged. From the commence-
ment of the sale of the public domain, up to the separation of
Maine, this office was the sole depository of data becoming
more valuable with the growing value and settlement of the
lands in Maine. Their due preservation and arrangement
seem due to the grantees and to the character of the State.

The delinquency of our land debtors here presented is a
breach of conditions of sale, and clearly revives the Common-
wealth’s right of defeasance. It is exceedingly desirable that
our land notes should be placed on a solid foundation. We
may equitably demand, where conditions have been broken,
new, substantial and available security.

It was a desideratum, in seeking to close up our land sales,
to terminate all connection with those lands, and terminate
the functions of this office. This can still be attained by sub-
stituting satisfactory and available security in the place of
existing sturapage liens. It is
serious difficulty in effecting this
of the indebtedness. For the
perfect right to require it.

believed there would be no
in three-fourths of the amount
remainder, we should have a

When we recollect the lo heretofore sustained, and the
iecurity, the policy of a changeexpenses attending this kind of

is apparent.
My predecessor’s term of office terminated on the 16th of

June; and his account, to that date, accompanies this as a part
of the annual account of the office.

My assignment to this office was coupled with conditions
looking to a union of its lessening functions with analogous
duties pertaining to the Commission upon the Back Bay.

EBENEZER BRADBURY,
Land Agent.



uJs,Me ,N
<r>

K

a:id S-

s,

G
M

.Si

'res
Sn

Ci
$3,500 10r

&M Bp>
2c
>

Q
B2
cc
B
B
B
O
B
B

10 10to Au

' Ageu
•ei

8(trs.
s.

Tl
H

'0■e<

11l
fl'

M s.

s

,000 00

,8.15 75,s-

Ju:
s
P 5
Q

S. V V te<ieiIX:
■o

N



Dr. Commonwealth of Massachusetts in account with E. Bradbury, Land Agent. Cr.
Ol

-

_

_ . __ Cl
1854. I 1854.

July 8, ! Cash expenses to Wrentham $2 00 June, Cash from Warner, $260 95

Aug. 8, “ paid S. Warner, Jr., .... 200 Sept. “ balance on T. 4, R. 15, 16, . . 795 56

Sep. 14, | “ expense to Maine, 46 75 Oct. “ Treasurer, 288 35
“ 30, | “ expense to Gloucester and Roxbury, . 500 “ “ “ 115 26

Oct. 6, j “ Snelling’s services, . . . . 115 26 Dec.3l, “ “
...... 250 00 O

“ 24, “ exp’se to Gloucester with Land Ag’t of Me., 500 00

“ “1 “ Snelling’s services, .... 10 00 1
Nov. 1, “ to Treasurer, 795 56 ?

toDec. 31, j “ salary from June 16, ... 538 35 o

j “ balance, 190 20

$1,710 12 $1,710 121
__




