
HOUSE.....No. 223.

House of Representatives April 10, 1855.

The Committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was referred
the Petition of Charles H. Gooding and others for a bridge
across Taunton River, between the towns of Berkley and
Dighton, have considered the same, and report the following
Bill.

VELOROUS TAFT, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Five.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Dighton and Berkley Bridge Com-

pany.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. That Charles H. Gooding, Thomas J.
2 Burt, George Babbitt, and their associates and assigns,
3 be, and they hereby are, made and constituted a cor-
-4 poration for the purpose of building and maintaining
5 a bridge over the Taunton River, between the towns
6 of Dighton and Berkley, in the county of Bristol.

1 Sect. 2. Any two of the aforesaid proprietors
2 may call a meeting of said proprietors by posting up
3 notices thereof in twr o or more public places in each
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4 of said towns of Dighton and Berkley fourteen days
5 at least before the time at which said meeting shall
6be holden; and the proprietors may, by a vote of a
7 majority of them present or duly represented at such
8 meeting, (allowing one vote for each share; provided,
9 however, that no one proprietor shall be allowed more

10 than ten votes,) choose a clerk, who shall be sworn to
11 the faithful discharge of his office, and may also
12 agree upon a method of calling future meetings, and,
13 at the same or a subsequent meeting, may elect such
14 officers and make and establish such rules and by-
-15 laws as to them shall seem expedient and proper for
16 carrying into effect the purpose aforesaid.

1 Sect. 3. The said proprietors are hereby author-
-2 ized to erect a bridge across Taunton River, between
3 said towns of Dighton and Berkley, at the place where
4 the old Dighton and Berkley Bridge formerly stood.
5 Said bridge shall be well built with suitable materials,
6 with sufficient rails on each side for the safety of
7 passengers travelling thereon, with a convenient draw,
8 of forty feet in width, for the accommodation of ves-
-9 sels navigating said river, and said draw shall be

10 opened for any vessel to pass through the same at
11 any time free of toll; and for the purpose aforesaid,
12 the said proprietors are hereby empowered to use the
13 abutments of the old Dighton and Berkley Bridge;
14 and the said abutments shall remain, with such
15 alterations and additions as may be necessary for the
16 purpose of building and maintaining said bridge, to
17 the use of said proprietors for the term of forty years.

1 Sect. 4. The county commissioners of the county
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9 of Bristol shall, upon application being made to them
by said proprietors for that purpose, prescribe and
direct the form and construction of the draw in said
bridge; and the proprietors shall construct said draw
agreeably to such direction, and to the acceptance of
said commissioners, or a major part of them. The
said commissioners shall also determine and direct
the amount of tolls to be demanded and received
from passengers crossing said bridge; and the said
proprietors shall not demand or receive any tolls ex-

cept in accordance with said direction.
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1 Sect. 5. If the said proprietors neglect for the
2 space of four years from the passage of this act to
3 erect said bridge, then this act shall be void and of no
4 effect.


