
HOUSE No. 248.

House of Representatives April 23, 1855.

The Committee on Towns, to whom was referred the Petition
of Benjamin Rockwood and others, for the incorporation of
a new town in Norfolk County, have considered the same,
and

That, in their opinion, the convenience of the inhabitants
residing within the proposed new town requires that the
prayer of the petitioners should be granted.

Their population is about 1,050.
Their valuation is over $200,000.
Their territorial area is about 22 square miles
They are almost unanimous in favor of it; and the town

from which most of the inhabitants are taken voted without
opposition to consent, and not to oppose the formation of the
new town.

Then the trifling injury done to the towns concerned, com-
pared with the advantages that will be realized by the petition-
ers, seems to be a good reason why their prayer should be
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granted, and they be permitted to enjoy all the facilities of
their neighbors, in attending to their town affairs, who are so
fortunate as to reside near the territorial centre of their re-
spective towns.

They have all the elements of a flourishing and harmonious
town. There is one railroad running directly through the cen-
tre of the territory, and a branch railroad running to the centre,
and they are accomodated by three stations; their centre is not
over three miles from the most distant point of the territory,
their interests are identical, and they are almost unanimous in
their opinion that all their interests will be greatly promoted
by being formed into a new town by themselves, where they
can appropriate their money for their municipal purposes as they
shall see fit, without being obliged to travel from five to fifteen
miles, then to make all sorts of bargains with the other vil-
lagers to vote for their measures, providing they will consent
to vote for the measures which they feel ought to be adopted
in relation to the section of the town to which they belong.

For these reasons, and others your Committee have come to
the conclusion that there is here an exigency for a new town.

Therefore we respectfully submit the accompanying Bill.

GEORGE FISHER, Chairman.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Town of Fremont, in the County of

Norfolk.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows :

Sect. 1. a hat all the territory now within the
2 towns of Wrentham, Franklin, Medway, Medfield
3 and Walpole, comprised within the following limits,
4 that is to say: Beginning at a monument on the
5 Wrentham and Franklin line, about ninety rods
6 southerly of the house ol Eliphas Lawrence; thence
T in a straight line to the south-easterly corner of Pop-
-8 olatic Pond; thence along the easterly shore of said
d pond to Charles Elver ; thence, on the thread of said

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Five.
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10 river, to the lower side of the bridge of the Medway
11 Branch Kailroad ; thence a straight line to a stake
12 and stones on the Medway and Wrentham line about
13 seventy rods northerly of the monument, near Almond
14 J. Packard’s; thence the said Medway and Wrentham
15 line to Charles Eiver ; thence on the thread of said
16 river to a point sixty rods below or northerly of the
17 Medfield and Wrentham line, measuring at right
18 angles therewith ; thence running easterly on a line
19 parallel with said Medfield and Wrentham line at
20 sixty rods’ distance therefrom to Stop River; thence
21 running southerly along said Stop River to the en-
-22 trance of a small brook on the easterly side; thence
23 running still southerly in a straight line to a point
24 on the line between Walpole and Foxboro’ one hun-
-25 dred rods north-easterly of Dedham Rock, (so called;)
26 thence south-westerly on said Walpole and Foxboro’
27 line to said Dedham Rock ; thence running in a west-
-28 erly or north-westerly direction in a straight line to
29 the monument first mentioned,—is hereby incorporated
30 into a town by the name of Fremont; and said town
31 of Fremont is hereby invested with all the powers,
32 privileges, rights and immunities, and subjected to all
33 the duties and requisitions, to which other towns are
34 entitled and subjected by the constitution and laws of
35 this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants of said town of Fre-
-2 mont shall be holden to pay all arrears of taxes
3 which have been legally assessed upon them by the
4 towns of Wrentham, Franklin, Medway, Medfield
5 and Walpole respectively, and all taxes heretofore
6 assessed and not collected shall be collected and paid
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7 to the treasurer of said towns respectively in the
8 same manner as if this act had not been passed ; and
9 the said inhabitants of the said town of Fremont

10 shall also be holden to pay their proportion of all
11 county and state taxes that may be assessed upon
12 them previously to the taking of the state valuation,
13 said proportion to be ascertained and determined by
14 the last valuation in said respective towns ; and said
15 town of Fremont shall be holden to pay its just pro-
-16 portion of the debts due and owing at the time of this
17 act going into effect from the towns of Wrentham,
18 Franklin, Medway, Medfield and Walpole, and shall
19 be entitled to receive of the said towns its just pro-
-20 portion of all the corporate property now owned by
21 said towns, of whatever name or description, such
22 proportion to be ascertained and determined by the
23 last valuation of said towns respectively.

1 Sect. 3. Said towns of Wrentham, Franklin,
2 Medway, Medfield and Walpole, and Fremont, shall
3 be respectively liable for the support of all persons
4 who now or hereafter shall stand in need of re-
-5 lief as paupers whose settlement was gained or
6 derived within their respective limits.

1 Sect. 4. In case said towns of Wrentham, Frank-
-2 lin, Medway, Medfield, Walpole and Fremont, or any
3 of them, shall disagree in respect to a division of pau-
-4 pers, town property, town debts, or state and county
5 taxes, the court of common pleas for the county of
6 Norfolk is hereby authorized to, and on application of
7 said towns, or either of them, shall, appoint three dis-
-8 interested persons to hear the parties and award there-
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9 on ; and their award, when accepted by the said court,
10 shall be final.

1 Sect. 5. The said town of Fremont shall remain
2 parts of the towns of Wrentham, Franklin, Medway,
3 Medfield and Walpole, for the purpose of electing the
4 representatives or representative to the general court

5 to which said towns are respectively entitled, and for
6 the purpose of electing state officers and senators,
7 representatives to congress and electors of president
8 and vice-president of the United States, until the next
9 decennial census of the inhabitants shall be taken, in

10 pursuance of the thirteenth article of amendment of
11 the constitution ; and the meeting for the choice of
12 such representatives, state officers and senators, shall
13 be called by the selectmen of the said respective
14 towns. The selectmen of Fremont shall make a true
15 list of persons belonging to the territory of each of
16 said towns hereby incorporated into the town of Fre-
-17 mont qualified to vote at any such elections, and
18 shall post up the same in said town of Fremont, and
19 shall correct the same as required by law, and shall
20 deliver a true copy of the same to the selectmen of
21 the respective towns of Wrentham, Franklin, Med-
-22 way, Medfield and Walpole, seven days at least before
23 the day of every such election, to be used thereat.

1 Sect. 6. Any justice of the peace in the county
2 of Norfolk is hereby authorized, on application of not
3 less than seven of the legal voters of the said town
4 of Fremont, at any time within one year from the
6 passage of this act, to issue his warrant to any princi-
-6 pal inhabitant of the said town of Fremont, requir-
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•t7 ing him to warn the inhabitants of said town to meel
8 at the time and place therein appointed, for the pur-
-9 pose of choosing all such town officers as towns arc

10 authorized and required by law to choose at their
11 annual meetings, and also to transact any other neces-
-12 sary business.




