
HOUSE.... No. 255.

CommoubjraUij of iHassadjusetts.

House of Representatives April 24, 1855.

The Joint Special Committee to whom were referred the Pe-
tition of E. S. Hall and three hundred and twenty-threeothers, legal voters of the town of Blackstone, praying thatjurisdiction may be conferred upon Justices of the Peaceconcurrent with that of the Police Court established in saidtown, and also the Memorial of the Hon. Dan Hill, haveconsidered the same, and

as follows

( Blackstone is one of the southern towns of WorcesterCounty, and borders directly on the northerly line of the Stateof Rhode Island, it has a population of about forty-five hun-dred, collected mainly into three large villages—namely, Black-stone, Waterford and Millville; besides these, there are twoother smaller villages within the territorial limits of the town,called Paine and Kelly’s Village and Chestnut Hill. Mill-
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viHe contains from 1,000 to 1,200 inhabitants; Blackstone Vil-
lage about 1,500; Waterford, from 1,000 to 1,200; Paine and
Kelly’s, some 400 or 500; and Chestnut Hill, some 300 or 400.
Millville is about three miles distant from Waterford ; Black-
stone Village is distant not more than one-half mile from
Waterford ; and the other two small villages are between three
and four miles distant. Tims’ it appears that there is no large
central village in which most of the inhabitants of the town
reside and transact their business, but that the population is
distributed over different and distant portions of the town.
'There is a large manufacturing interest in several of the above-
named villages, and no inconsiderable portion of the inhabit-
ants are employed as operatives in the various factories; the
population is therefore less permanent than in many other
towns, and consequently a greater proportion of them less con-
nected with and interested in the municipal affairs of the town.

The number of legal voters was stated to be 600. The high-
est vote ever cast, which was at the last November election,
was 549. Of the 600, it was shown that not more than 400
are native American, or permanent citizens. Of the 324 sign-
ers of the Petition referred to your Committee, nearly all be-
longed to the permanent class of citizens. The petition was
signed by all of the selectmen of Blackstone, by two of the
three assessors, by all of the overseers of the poor, by the town
clerk and town treasurer. The petitioners were proved to
represent about three-fourths of all the taxable property in the
town.

The town, in town meeting assembled, voted by a very large
majority, instructing their selectmen and their representative
to use all proper means to secure the relief sought for by the
petitioners. A large number of witnesses were examined, all
of whom, with only one exception, testified that the change
asked for would greatly promote the interest and good order
of the town.

The Police Court in Blackstone was established by an act
of the Legislature in 1854, ch. 72, with an additional act of
the same year, ch. 345. These acts confer original and exclu-
sive jurisdiction upon said court over civil and criminal mat-
ters, cognizable by Justices of the Peace, which arise or have
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their origin in the town of Blackstone. The court is located,
or holds its sessions, in or near the village of Waterford ; and
therefore the entire population of Millville, of Paine arid Kel-
ly’s and Chestnut Hill Villages, are compelled to travel three
or four miles for justice, when they could just as well have it
administered within their own limits. It is not usual, as the
Committee understand, for Justices of Police Courts to have
exclusive jurisdiction in civil suits ; and if it were so, scarcely
a town in the Commonwealth can be found where so many
and great inconveniences would result from such an arrange-
ment as in the town of Blackstone, owing to the peculiar situ-
ation of its inhabitants. The relief sought by the petitioners
can be granted without in any way injuriously affecting the
rights or interests of those who are accommodated by the Police
Court. The petition for the establishment of the Police Court
in Blackstone was signed by only 10S persons, (42 of these
were foreigners,) showing conclusively that a very small part
of the permanent citizens of the town desired any such change
in their mode of obtaining and administering justice ; and the
vote of the town adopting the act establishing the court was
shown to have been small. One of the main reasons urged at
the time for the establishment of the court can no longer
be relied upon for the continuance of its exclusive jurisdiction,
especially since this feature in the act establishing the court
has been found to result in such manifest hardship to so large
a portion of the inhabitants of the town. Allusion is here
made to what was said in favor of the court, on the ground
that it would afford additional facilities to those who desired
to obtain naturalization papers—the power to naturalize aliens
being no longer possessed bv Police Courts. All but fifteen o
the original petitioners for the court resided in the village of
Waterford, near the location of tho court. Of these, eight 1

Jenceid the present petition. There was much other evidence
before the Committee, tendi show a change in the sent

court, and tho real iniustic
t

merit ol the town, r ig t
resulting from its exclusive jurisdiction, and also showing tlowing a

very general desire to have concurrent jurisdiction conferred
upon the Justices of the Peace in other portions of the town
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Five.

AN ACT
To confer upon Justices of the Peace in the Town of

Blackstone jurisdiction concurrent with the Police
Court established in said Town.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. Justices of the peace in the town of
2 Blackstone, in the county of Worcester, shall have
•3 and exercise original and concurrent jurisdiction with
4 the police court now established in said town in all

■5 civil and criminal matters now cognizable by said
6 police court, and the same jurisdiction which they
7 had before the passage of the act establishing said
8 police court in all cases and causes, both civil and
9 criminal.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty'
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1 Sect. 2. So much of the seventy-second and three
2 hundred and forty-fifth chapters of the acts passed in
3 the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four,
4 and of all other acts and parts of at
5 sistent herewith, are hereby repealed.

are mcon-


