
HOUSE.....No. 272.

House of Representatives. April 25, 1855.

The Committee on County Commissioners, instructed by an
Order of the House of March 27 “ to inquire whether any
further legislation is expedient with reference to the duties
and powers of said Commissioners,” have considered the
same, and

That, in their judgment, the variety and extent of the duties
and powers of County Commissioners make it necessary that
a portion of those duties should be transferred to another offi-
cer. The erection and repairing of public buildings, and all
other measures of extraordinary expense, seem to be entirely
in the control of the County Commissioners. To this control
they do not undertake to say that there is any objection; but
it has occurred to the Committee that the estimation and
assessment of the county tax, in other words, the raising of
the public funds, should be placed in other hands than those
which are to expend them, and that the power of auditing and
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allowing demands against the county should not longer remain
with those by whose authority, principally, such demands are
created. They therefore report the following Bill.

For the Committee,

RUFUS L. MASON,
On the part of the House.

W. O. FLETCHER,
On the part of the Senate.

I. D. ROBINSON,
SENECA HILLS,
N. P. MANN,
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Five.

AN ACT

To establish the Office of County Auditor.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. There shall be chosen annually, in each
2 county except Suffolk, a suitable person, being resi-
-3 dent in the county for which he is chosen, to be the
4 county auditor. In the county of Suffolk, the auditor
5 of the city of Boston shall be the county auditor.

1 Sect. 2. All the provisions of law which are now
2 in force concerning the time and manner of election
3 of county treasurers, their term of office, their oath
4 of office, their bond, or concerning: their appointment
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5 in case of vacancy, shall in like manner apply to the
6 county auditors.

1 Sect. 3. The county auditor in each county shall
2 examine all accounts and demands against the county,
3 (except where special provision is made by law for
4 the payment of any moneys by order of any court
5 or otherwise,) and shall certify the amount due on
6 any such demand, and the head of expenditure to
7 which the same is to be charged, to the county treas-
-8 urer; and no account or demand shall be paid which
9 has not been certified as above ; and all receipts given

10 by the treasurer shall be approved and countersigned
11 by the auditor, and no such receipt shall be valid
12 until so countersigned.

1 Sect. 4. The auditor of each county shall keep
2 at all times a distinct account of all the receipts and
3 expenditures of the county under appropriate heads.
4 He shall also keep a like statement of all the county
5 property, and of all debts and obligations due to and
6 from the county. He shall, annually, in the month
7 of January, examine and allow the annual account of
8 the county treasurer. He shall also, in the month of
9 January, annually, make a complete statement of the

10 public property of the county, its debts and obliga-
-11 tions of every kind, its revenue and expenses in de-
-12 tail, during the preceding year, and the balance left
13 in the treasury at the close of such year, explaining
14 whether such balance resulted from an excess over
15 current expenses or otherwise. He shall likewise
16 make at the same time an estimate of expenses for
17 the current year, distinguishing those which are or-
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18 dinary and current from those which are extraordi-
-19 nary, together with an estimate of the ordinary in-
-20 come of the county, and of all other means which he
21 may be able to point out for the defraying of expend-
-22 itures, and shall annex to the said statements or
23 estimates such representations or suggestions as he
21 may deem necessary; and he shall cause the said
25 statements and estimates in full detail, with the sug-
-26 gestions thereto annexed, to be published, in such
27 manner as he shall deem necessary, for the informa-
-28 tion of the citizens of the county.

1 Sect. 5. The county auditors shall, annually, for
2 their respective counties, prepare and make up to the
3 last day of each year the estimates of taxes for all
4 county charges and debts for the year then next en-
-5 suing, including the building and repairing of court
6 houses, jails, houses of correction, and other county
7 buildings, with their appurtenances; and the said
8 estimates, being so made up and approved, shall be
9 recorded in a book kept for that purpose ; and a fair

10 copy of said estimates, properly attested, together with
11 the annual account of the county treasurer, duly ex-
-12 amined and allowed, shall be transmitted under seal,
13 on or before the first day of February, annually, to
14 the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 6. The county auditors shall, within their
2 respective counties, apportion all county taxes ac-
-3 cording to the then last State valuation.

1 Sect. 7. The county auditors, the better to enable
2 them to discharge the duties of their office, shall have



6 [April, '55)COUNTY AUDITOR

3 free access to any books or papers in the possession
4 of the county treasurer, the county commissioners, or
5 the clerk of the commissioners, in their respective
6 counties; and the office of each county auditor shall
7 be located in the same building with that of the
8 county treasurer.

1 Sect. 8. The board of examiners of each county
2 shall, once in the month of January, annually, ex-
-3 amine the accounts of the county auditor, and shall
4 allow him such compensation for his services as to
5 them shall seem reasonable.

1 Sect. 9. No person who holds the office of county
2 treasurer, or any of the offices which disqualify a
3 person for the office of county treasurer, shall be a
4 county auditor.

1 Sect. 10. Sections thirty-two, thirty-three, thirty-
-2 five, thirty-six, thirty-nine and fifty of the fourteenth
3 chapter of the Revised Statutes, and all other acts
4 or parts of acts inconsistent with this act, are hereby
5 repealed.

1 Sect. 11. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its pass;


