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House of Representatives, April 25, 1855.
The Committee on Fisheries, to whom was referred an Order

of the Legislature of the third instant, directing them to
examine the dam of the Essex Company, in the town of
Lawrence, in regard to the fishway, have complied with that
Order, and ask leave to submit the following

The Essex Company was incorporated in 1845. In their act
of incorporation there is contained a provision for a good and
suitable fishway, to be built and maintained by said company
to the satisfaction of the Essex County Commissioners.

But your Committee are unanimously of the opinion that
the present fishway is not good or suitable, and that few or no
fish can go up into the pond to propagate—thereby causing
fears of a gradual decrease of the various kinds of valuable
fish which would otherwise seek those still waters for the pur-
pose named.

Your Committee are also of the opinion that it would be
extremely difficult, if not impossible, to construct a fishway
in its present locations that would accomplish so desirable an
object, nor can they see but one method by which it can be
obtained. The plan your Committee would now suggest is,
to construct a canal of suitable dimensions, commencing at
the pond and emptying into a space below and between the
two bridges, on the southerly part of the dam. Although such
a structure would require a considerable outlay of money,
still, in view of the original rights of the numerous inhabitants
on this river of some two hundred miles in extent; considering
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the great quantities and varieties of fish that would naturally
go up, which have yielded an annual revenue of not less than
ten thousand dollars, but which now seems to be diminished
one-half, your Committee think the expenditure would be
fully warranted.

The fisheries on this river have heretofore furnished not only
a source of revenue, but have also supplied a luxury to many,
of high value.

But your Committee deem it but justice to all parties inter-
ested to have this proposed plan submitted to the considera-
tion of the proprietors of the Essex Company ; but as this
company have at various times purchased, at a cost of some
$25,000, the rights and fishing privileges of a number of
individuals, justice and equity would seem to demand that
remuneration should in some way be made to said company to
defray, in part at least, the cost of the proposed canal, more
especially if the present inefficient fishway was constructed on
a plan prescribed by said County Commissioners, who were
directed by the charter of said company to prescribe the mode
of constructing the same.

From the very great interest and importance of the fisheries
on the Merrimack River, your Committee feel that the sugges-
tion here made by them in this report is well worthy the
attention of the legislature of this Commonwealth.

All which is most respectfully submitted.

SYLVESTER BAXTER,
RICHARD LIBBY,
GEORGE FRAZAR,
WILLIAM C. BUNKER,
FRANCIS E. ANDREWS,
THOMAS H. LEWIS,

Committee.

House or Representatives, April 25, 1855,

Accepted.
Sent up for concurrence.

H. A. MARSH, Clerk.


