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Office of the Commissioner of State Aid and Pensions,

State House, Boston, January 7, 1927.

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives.

In compliance with the requirements of Chapter 115, Section 2, General

Laws, I submit herewith to your honorable bodies the annual report of the

Department of State Aid and Pensions, the matter pertaining to State and

Military Aid and Burials being for the year 1925, and that part relating to

pensions covering the year 1926.

Very respectfully,

Richard R. Flynn,
Commissioner.

REPORT

State and Military Aid and Burial Expenses.

Expenditures on account of State and Military Aid to soldiers, sailors and

marines of the Civil and Spanish Wars, the Philippine Insurrection, the

Mexican Border Service and the War with Germany, and their dependents,

and also on account of burials of soldiers, sailors and marines of the Civil and

Spanish Wars, the Philippine Insurrection, Indian Campaigns, Mexican

Border Service, and the War with Germany, and their wives, widows, and

dependent mothers, and Army Nurses, were made by 318 cities and towns in

the Commonwealth during the year 1925, reimbursement being due and payable

to the disbursing municipalities on or before November 10, 1926, as follows:—

State Aid to soldiers and dependents, Civil War $214,705.00

State Aid to soldiers and dependents, war with Spain 13,146.00

State Aid to soldiers and dependents, Philippine Service 792.00

State Aid to soldiers and dependents, German War Service 5,439.00

Military Aid to soldiers and sailors, Civil War
^'^^^'aa

Military Aid to soldiers and sailors, war with Spain 8,745.00

Military Aid to soldiers and sailors, Philippine Service 1,627.50

Military Aid to soldiers and sailors, Mexican Border Service 935.00

Military Aid to soldiers and sailors, German War Service 39,885.05

Burial Expenses of soldiers and their dependents 6,983.78

Total for 1925 $294,823.83

Tlie decrease in the amount paid to veterans and their dependents is brought

about mostly by the decease of the veterans and widows of the Civil War.

The steady decrease noted annually in Civil War cases must be expected owing

to the passing away of many widows and veterans of the war of 1861—1865.

The increase of pensions to soldiers of the Civil and Spanish Wars and their

dependents has, in many cases, made it possible to reduce the amounts paid

as State and Military Aid, but in the majority of such cases we found it un-

wise to resort to any reduction, especially if the recipients required constant

home care, or much medical attention.

It is a pleasure for me to be permitted once again to testify to the excellent

co-operation we receive from both the Central Office of the U. S. Veterans'

Bureau, Washington, D. C, and the local office in Boston. In the investigation

of the merit of Military Aid claims, the advice of the Chief Surgeons of the

U. S. Naval Hospital and the U. S. Veterans' Hospital in West Roxbury, as

well as the Home Service Section of the American Red Cross in the various

Government Hospitals in the State, has been of the greatest help to us in

reaching proper decisions in Military Aid claims.

The Headquarters of the various veterans' organizations in the State House

have given us excellent support in the way of helping us to give the best

service possible to veterans and those depending on them.
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State Aid.

The total number of State Aid recipients, Civil War, for 1925, was 3474,

classified as follows:

—

Soldiers, 836 ; decrease, 199.

Wives, 18; decrease, 4.

Widows, 2598 ; decrease, 309.

Children, 22; increase, 2.

Total, 3474.

Net decrease of recipients during 1925, 510.

Average cost to State per person aided, $61.80+.

The total number of State Aid recipients, Spanish War, for 1925, was 216,

classified as follows:

—

Soldiers, 26; increase, 1.

Wives, 2.

Widows, 159; increase, 3.

Mothers, 28; decrease, 5.

Army nurses, 1.

Total, 216.

Net decrease of recipients during 1925, 1.

Average cost to State per person aided, $60.86+ .

The total number of State Aid recipients, Philippine Insurrection Service,

for 1925, was 19, classified as follows:

—

Soldiers, 6.

Widows, 11; increase, 1.

Mothers, 2; increase, 1.

Total, 19.

Net increase of recipients during 1925, 2.

Average cost to State per person aided, $41.68+ .

The total number of recipients of State Aid, War with Germany, for 1925,

was 92, classified as follows:

—

Soldiers, 4; increase, 1.

Widows, 45; increase, 17.

Mothers, 16; increase, 2.

Fathers, 1.

Children, 25; increase, 12.

Army nurses, 1.

Total, 92.

Net increase of recipients during 1925, 32.

Average cost to State per person aided, $59.11+ .

Military Aid.

Military Aid to the amount of $53,758.05, a decrease of $11,983.40 from 1924,

was disbursed as follows:

—

Civil War soldiers, 32; decrease, 8.

Spanish War soldiers, 91 ; decrease, 11.

Philippine Insurrection soldiers, 14; decrease, 1.

Mexican Border Service soldiers, 7; decrease, 1.

German War soldiers, 481; decrease, 23.

German War army nurses, 2.

German War Yeoman F., 1; increase, 1.

Civil war:—Amount expended, classes 1 and 2 $2,565.50
Average cost to State per person aided, $80.17+ .

Amount expended, Classes 3 and 4, none.
Spanish war:—Amount expended, classes 1 and 2 $8,690.00

Average cost to State per person aided, $96.55+ .

Amount expended, Classes 3 and 4 $55.00
Average cost to State per person aided, $55.

Philippine service:—Amount expended, classes 1 and 2 .$1,627.50

Average cost to State per person aided, $116.25.

Amount expended. Classes 3 and 4, none.
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Mexican Border service:—Amount expended, classes 1 and 2 $935.00

Average cost to State per person aided, $133.57+ .

Amount expended. Classes 3 and 4, none.
German war service:—Amount expended, classes 1 and 2 $39,885.05

Average cost to State per person aided, $82.40+.

Amount expended, Classes 3 and 4, none.

Total $53,758.05

Burial Expenses of Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines, their Wives, Widows and
Dependent Mothers, ayid Army Nurses, under Sections 19 to 21,

Cfutpter 115, General Laws, as amended by Chapters 262 and 266, Acts

of 192U, and Chapter 115, Acts of 1926.

The burial law^ provides for the payment of an amount not to exceed
$60.00 for the burial or funeral expenses in the cases of soldiers, sailors and
marines of the Civil and Spanish wars, the Indian Campaigns, the Philippine

Insurrection, the Mexican Border service and the war with Germany, and
their wives, widows and dependent mothers, and army nurses, who die

without leaving ample means to defray their funeral expenses, on condition,

however, that the total expense of the burial by whomsoever incurred does

not exceed $160.00.

During the year 1925, 119 claims wei'e approved at an expense to the
Commonwealth of $6,983.78, classified as follows:

—

Civil War:—
Soldiers, 47; increase, 25.

Wives, 2; increase, 1.

Widows, 47; increase, 10.

Mothers, 2; increase, 2.

Total, 98.

Spanish War:

—

Soldiers, 8; increase, 5.

Wives, 0; decrease, 1.

Widows, 1; increase, 1.

Mothers, 1 ; increase, 1.

Total, 10.

Philippine Insurrection:

—

Soldiers, 3 ; increase, 3.

Mothers, 1 ; increase, 1.

Total, 4.

German War:

—

Soldiers, 7; decrease, 5.

Total, 7.

Net increase during 1925, 43.

Average burial cost to State per person, $58.68+ .

The Burial Law was amended by Chapter 155, Acts of 1926, so as to in-

clude dependent fathers of veterans in its provisions. I deem it advisable to

print the act for the guidance of Burial Agents.

[Chap. 155.]

An Act Relative to the Burial of Dependent Fathers of Certain

Veterans.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section nineteen of chapter one hundred and fifteen of the General Laws,
as amended by chapter two hundred and sixty-two of the acts of nineteen

hundred and twenty-four, is hereby further amended by inserting after the

v/ord "dependent" in the eighteenth line the words : — father or,— so as to'

read as follows:

—

Section 19. The mayor of each city and the selectmen of

each town or, in Boston, the soldiers' relief commissioner, shall designate a

burial agent, who shall not be one of the overseers of the poor or be employed
.by them, and who shall, under regulations established by the commissioner,
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cause properly to be interred the body of any honorably discharged soldier or

sailor who served in the army or navy of the United States during the war of

the rebellion, or in the Indian campaigns if he died in receipt of a pension

from the United States, or during the war between the United States and

Spain or the Philippine insurrection after February fourteenth, eighteen hun-

dred and ninety-eight and prior to July fourth, nineteen hundred and two,

or in the Mexican border service of nineteen hundred and sixteen and of nine-

teen hundred and seventeen, or in the world war; provided, that the soldier

or sailor died in such service or after an honorable discharge therefrom or

release from active duty therein; and shall also so inter the body of his wife,

widow or dependent father or mother, and the bodies of army nurses entitled

to state aid under section six, if they die without sufficient means to defray

funeral expenses; but no wife or widow of any soldier or sailor of the civil

,var shall be entitled to the benefits of this section unless she was married

to him prior to June twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and ninety, and no

wife or widow of any soldier of the Indian campaigns unless she was married
to him prior to March fourth, nineteen hundred and seventeen, and unless

she was, if his widow, in receipt of a pension under the act of congress of

March fourth, nineteen hundred and seventeen, and no wife or widow of any
soldier or sailor of the Spanish war, or the Philippine insurrection, unless

she was married to him prior to January first, nineteen hundred and ten;

and no wife or widow of any soldier or sailor of the Mexican border service

or of the world war unless she was married to him prior to his final dis-

charge from such service. If an interment has taken place without the

knowledge of the burial agent, application may be made to him within thirty

days after the date of death, or after final interment if the soldier or sailor

dies in the world war service; and if upon investigation he shall find that the

deceased was within the provisions of this section and the rules of the com-
missioner, he may certify the same as provided in the following section.

Approved March 26, 1926.

Total Payments of State Aid.

The total payments by the Commonwealth for State and
Military Aid and burial of indigent soldiers and sailors, in-

cluding appropriations made by the General Court toward
maintenance and improvements of the Soldiers' Home in

Massachusetts, and on account of special laws, from 1861
to the close of 1925, were $49,738,946 87

State and Military Aid and burial of soldiers and sailors on
account of 1925, paid in 1926 294,823 83

$50,033,770 70

Less refunds on account of payments of previous years . . 1,580 60

$50,032,190 10

Special laws, 1926
Soldiers' Home, 1926 190,000 00

Total November 30, 1926 $50,222,190 10

Bounties and Gratuities.

Total payments of bounties on account of sol-

diers in the Civil War to date . . . $17,872,859 82

Gratuities (Acts 1912, Chap. 702; Acts 1913,

Chapters 105 and 443) 572,000 00

Gratuities (General Acts 1919, Chapters 283
and 342) 18,485,009 20 36,929,869 02

Total November 30, 1926 $87,152,059 12

In the determination of legal settlements of civilians and veterans. Section

5 of Chapter 116, as amended, seemed capable of different interpretations and
conclusions, and to avoid such confusion it was thought best to strike out
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said Section 5 and draft a new section to clarify the settlement law. See
Chapter 292, Acts of 1926.

[Chap. 292.]

An Act Relative to Settlements of Certain Persons.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter one hundred and sixteen of the General Laws, as amended in sec-

tion five by chapter four hundred and seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen
hundred and twenty-two and by chapter thirty-four of the acts of nineteen
hundred and twenty-five, is hereby further amended by striking out said sec-

tion and inserting in place thereof the following:

—

Section 5. Except as
otherwise provided in this section, each settlement existing on August twelfth,

nineteen hundred and eleven, shall continue in force until defeated under this

chapter, but from and after said date failure for five consecutive years by a
person, after reaching twenty-one years of age, to reside in a town where
he had a settlement, shall defeat a settlement acquired under clause First of

section one, or a settlement of a woman acquired under clause Second of said

section one provided the settlement of her husband is defeated. The settle-

ment of a minor acquired under either clause Third or Fourth of section one,

except the settlement of a female minor who has married, shall be defeated
with the settlement of the parents. The time during which a person shall

be an inmate of any almshouse, jail, prison, or other public or state institu-

tion, within the commonwealth or in any manner under its care and direc-

tion, cr that of an officer thereof, or of a soldiers' or sailors' home whether
within or without the commonwealth, shall not be counted in computing the

tim.e either for acquiring or defeating a settlement, except as provided in

section two. The settlement existing on August twelfth, nineteen hundred
and sixteen, or any settlement subsequently acquired, of a person whose service

in or with the army, navy or marine corps of the United States qualifies him
to receive aid or relief under the provisions of chapter one hundred and
fifteen, and the settlement of his wife, widow until she remarries, father or

mother, qualified by his service to receive relief under said chapter one hun-
dred and fifteen, shall not be defeated, except by failure to reside in the com-
monwealth for five consecutive years or by the acquisition of a new settlement.

Approved April 30, 1926.

I also deem it advisable to print Chapter 301, Acts of 1926, aiming to grant
to veterans who enlisted between February 15, 1898, and July 4, 1902, for

service in the Philippine Insurrection, the right to receive State and Military

Aid, whether or not they actually served in the Philippine Islands or waters
adjacent thereto.

[Chap. 301.]

An Act Relative to the Furnishing of State or Military Aid to Those
Who Served in the Spanish War, Philippine Insurrection or the

China Relief Expedition.

Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs:

Section six of chapter one hundred and fifteen of the General Laws, as

amended by sections one and two of chapter two hundred and twenty-two
of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one and by chapter three hun-
dred and fifty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-four, is hereby
further amended by striking out the paragraphs included in lines forty-five

to sixty-two, inclusive, and inserting in place thereof the following new para-
graph:—Invalid pensioners of the United States who served in the army or

navy of the United States to the credit of this commonwealth in the war
with Spain, having been appointed or having enlisted in such service after

February fifteenth, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight and prior to July
fourth, nineteen hundred and two; or who served in the regular army or

navy of the United States during said war or in the army, navy or marine
corps of the United States in the Philippine Insurrection or the China Relief

Expedition, having been appointed or having enlisted in such service between
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said dates while a citizen of this commonwealth, having a residence and
actually residing therein.

{The foregoing was laid before the governor on the twercty-sixth day of
April, 1926, and after five days it had "the force of a law", as prescribed
by the constitution, as it was not returned by him with his objections thereto
within that time.)

SOLDIERS' RELIEF
During the past year we had 226 appeals from aggrieved parties relative

to Soldiers' Relief payments. There is a provision in the Soldiers' Relief
act which obliges the Commissioner of State Aid and Pensions to investigate
such cases and make a decision regarding the merits of the appeal. A sub-
stantial increase is noted in the number of these cases, which necessitated
considerable investigation on the part of our Agents to establish proof of
legal settlement and to convince municipal authorities as to the need of aid
in many of these claims. It was our endeavor to treat these appeals with
fairness to the aggrieved parties and the cities and towns paying relief, and
it would seem that the decisions reached and the treatment recommended
were satisfactory to all concerned.

PERSONNEL
Our Agents have made 7439 home visits to applicants and recipients of aid;

831 visits were made in the various Government hospitals, and pension and
aid papers were executed by our Agents in 152 cases. We found 43 cases
where the soldiers and widows were so disabled as to be unable to call at
this oJftce to have their pension papers properly executed. Our Agents at>
tended to this work, and by helping the claimants to prosecute pension
claims, relieved considerably the financial responsibility of the cities and townsm the matter of support. The Agents and the office force have given the best
of service in the care of veterans and their dependents. I cannot speak too
highly of the excellent work of Col. Frank P. Williams, Chief Surgeon of the
Commonwealth, and his assistants. His examinations of the physical condi-
tion of Military Aid applicants have been a great saving to the State as well
as a help to the veterans who come before him for medical survey. It would
be impossible to treat such claims equitably were it not for the diagnoses of
the cases by Col. Williams.

It is with sincere regret that I have to report the decease on November 25th
last of Belle J. McKeon, Senior Pension Clerk in this Department. Miss
McKeon was very thoroughly informed in the matter of pension laws and the
prosecution of pension claims, and had been employed in this Department
approximately 24 years. She was most courteous and painstaking and ever
watchful of the interests of the veterans and their widows, and at all times
rendered faithful and conscientious service to the Commonwealth.

PENSION DEPARTMENT
The following is a statement in detail of the business of this office for the

year ending December 31, 1926:

—

Classification of Claims filed during the Year.

Soldiers (General Law), Original ....
Soldiers (General Law), Increase ....
Soldiers (Act May 1, 1920), Civil War, Increase .

Soldiers (Act July 3, 1926), Civil War, Increase .

Soldiers (Act March 4, 1917), Indian Wars .

Soldiers (Act June 5, 1920), Spanish War, Original
Soldiers (Act June 5, 1920), Spanish War, Increase
Soldiers (Act May 1, 1926), Spanish War, Original
Soldiers (Act May 1, 1926), Spanish War, Increase
Nurses (Act June 5, 1920), Spanish War
Widows (General Law)
Widows (Act May 1, 1920), Civil War
Widows (Act July 3, 1926), Civil War .

Widows (Act March 4, 1917), Indian Wars .

17

8
266
62

5

199
113
508
204

1

6

131
12
4
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Widows (Act Sept. 1, 1922), Spanish War . . . . . . 24
Widows (Act May 1, 1926), Spanish War 53
Widows (Accrued Pension) 10
Wives (Act March 3, 1899), One-half pension 3

Mothers 5
Helpless children ........... 1

Guardians ............. 15
Reimbursement . . . . . . . . . . . .82
Unendorsed checks 13
New pension certificate 6
Certificate in lieu of discharge ......... 2
Application for change of name 1

Total 1751

Number of claims allowed 918
Number of claims rejected ......... 273

In addition to the above, we are often called upon to execute affidavits for

persons who have filed pension claims through other attorneys, and to advise
as to the method of procedure in order to complete the cases, all of which
does not appear in the above summary, or in our office records. This depart-
ment is maintained primarily for soldiers, sailors and their dependents, having
a residence in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. A. great many inquiries

regarding United States pension laws are received from persons residing in

other States, however, and prompt and careful attention is given every com-
munication. We executed vouchers in cases where payment is made to the

guardian or conservator, and also in cases in which the pension is divided

between the soldier and his wife.

Two important pension laws were passed during the year 1926, as follows :

—

Act May 1, 1926—An Act granting pensions and increase of pensions to

certain soldiers and sailors of the war with Spain, the Philippine Insurrec-

tion or the China relief expedition, to certain maimed soldiers, to certain

widows, minor children, and helpless children of such soldiers and sailors,

and to certain army nurses.

Act July 3, 1926—An Act granting pensions and increase of pensions to

certain soldiers, sailors, and marines of the Civil and Mexican Wars, and
to certain widows of said soldiers, sailors, and marines, and to widows of

the War of 1812, and Army nurses.

The increase of pension under the Act of May 1, 1926, was granted auto-

matically in all cases in which the veteran was drawing a pension under the

Act of June 5, 1920, to commence June 4, 1926, but where his pension was
granted under other acts he is required to make application under the Act
of May 1, 1926, in order to receive the benefits of the new law.

The increase of pension under the Act of July 3, 1926, was granted auto-

matically in all cases where the veteran was in receipt of a pension of less

than $72 per month, to commence August 4, 1926.

The rate of pension to Civil War Army nurses is increased to $50 per

month commencing August 4, 1926.

The rate of pension to widows and remarried widows of the War of 1812

or the war with Mexico is increased to $50 per month commencing August
4, 1926.

This act grants a pension of $50 to any widow or remarried widow of any
person who served in the Army, Navy or Marine Corps of the United States

during the Civil War for 90 days or more and was honorably discharged

from such service, or regardless of the length of service was discharged for

or died of a disability incurred in the service and in the line of duty, such

widow or remarried widow having been the wife of such soldier, sailor, or

marine during the period of his service in said war. Title to the $50 rate as

to those now on the pension roll was determined upon receipt by the Pen-

sion Bureau of a written statement from the vddow or remarried widow that

she was the wife of the soldier, on whose service she is drawing pension,

during the period of his service in the Civil War.



p. D. 68 9
An important decision, favorable to certain Spanish War veterans, was

handed down by the Pension Bureau. In the interpretation of the Act May
1, 1926, it is held by the Honorable Secretary of the Interior that a veteran

of the War with Spain, Philippine Insuri-ection or China Relief Expedition

has title to pension if he had an honorable discharge from one service and
happened to be a deserter from another enlistment. Prior to the enactment
of this law it was held that he must have an honorable discharge from all

services in order to be eligible for a pension under the Act of June 5, 1920.

There has been a change in the law as to the payment of checks of de-

ceased pensioners. Under this new law the issue of a check in payment of a

pension for which the execution and submission of a voucher was not re-

quired shall constitute payment in the event of the death of the pensioner on
or after the last day of the period covered by such check, and it shall not

be canceled but shall become an asset of the estate of the deceased pensioner.

I deem it advisable to print these laws below.

Act May 1, 1926.

An Act Granting pensions and increase of pensions to certain soldiers and
sailors of the war with Spain, the Philippine insurrection, or the China
relief expedition, to certain maimed soldiers, to certain widows, minor chil-

dren, and helpless children of such soldiers and sailors, and for other pur-

poses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That all persons who served
ninety days or more in the military or naval service of the United States dur-

ing the war with Spain, the Philippine insurrection, or the China relief ex-

pedition, and who have been honorably discharged therefrom, or who, having
served less than ninety days, were discharged for disability incurred in the

service in line of duty, and who are now or who may hereafter be suffering

from any mental or physical disability or disabilities of a permanent charac-
ter not the result of their own vicious habits which so incapacitates them for

the performance of manual labor as to render them unable to earn a sup-
port, shall, upon making due proof of the fact, according to such rules and
regulations as the Secretary of the Interior may provide, be placed upon
the list of invalid pensioners of the United States and be entitled to receive

a pension not exceeding $50 a month and not less than $20 a month, propor-
tioned to the degree of inability to earn a support, and in determining such
inability each and every infirmity shall be duly considered and the aggregate
of the disabilities shown shall be rated: Provided, That any such person who
has reached the age of sixty-two years shall, upon making proof of such fact,

be placed upon the pension roll and entitled to receive a pension of $20 a month

;

in case such person has reached the age of sixty-eight years, $30 a month;
in case such person has reached the age of seventy-two years, $40 a month;
and in case such person has reached the age of seventy-five years, $50 a
month : Provided further. That all leaves of absence and furloughs under
General Orders, Numbered 130, August 29, 1898, War Department, shall be
included in determining the period of pensionable service: Provided further,
That the provisions, limitations, and benefits of this section be, and hereby
are, extended to and shall include any woman who served honorably as a
nurse, chief nurse, or superintendent of the Nurse Corps under contract for
ninety days or more between April 21, 1898, and February 2, 1901, inclusive,

and to any such nurse, regardless of length of service, who was released from
service before the expii-ation of ninety days because of disability contracted

by her while in the service in line of duty.

Sec. 2. The widow of any officer or enlisted man who served ninety days
or more in the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps of the United States during the
war with Spain, the Philippine insurrection, or the China relief expedition,

between April 21, 1898, and July 4, 1902, inclusive, service to be computed from
date of enlistment to date of discharge, and that all leaves of absence and
furloughs under General Orders, Numbered 130, August 29, 1898, War De-
partment, shall be included in determining the period of pensionable service,
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and was honorably discharged from such service, or, regardless of the length
of service, was discharged for or died in service of a disability incurred in

the service in line of duty, such widow having married such soldier, sailor,

or marine prior to September 1, 1922, shall, upon due proof of her husband's
death, without proving his death to be the result of his Army or Navy serv-

ice, be placed upon the pension roll at the rate of $30 a month during her
widowhood. And this section shall apply to a former widow of any officer

or enlisted man who rendered service as hereinbefore described and who was
honorably discharged, or died in service due to disability or disease incurred
in the service in line of duty, such widow having remarried either once or

more after the death of the soldier, sailor, or marine, if it be shown that such
subsequent or successive marriage has or have been dissolved, either by the

death of the husband or husbands or by divorce on any ground except adultery
on the part of the wife and any such former widow shall be entitled to and
be paid a pension at the rate of $30 a month, and any widow or former
widow mentioned in this section shall also be paid $6 a month for each child

under sixteen years of age of such officer or enlisted man, and in case there

be no widow or one not entitled to pension under any law granting additional

pension to minor children the minor children under sixteen years of age of

such officer or enlisted man shall be entitled to the pension herein provided
for the widow and in the event of the death or remarriage of the widow or

forfeiture of the widow's title to pension the pension shall continue from the

date of such death, remarriage, or forfeiture to such child or children of such
officer or enlisted man until the age of sixteen years: Provided, That in case

a minor child is insane, idiotic, or otherwise mentally or physically helpless

the pension shall continue during the life of such child, or during the period

of such disability; and this proviso shall apply to all pensions heretofore

granted or hereafter granted under this or any former statute: Provided
further, That when a pension has been granted to an insane, idiotic, or other-

wise helpless child,- or to a child or children under the age of sixteen years,

a widow or former widow shall not be entitled to a pension under this Act
until the pension to such child or children terminates unless such child or

children be a member or members of her family and cared for by her; and
upon the granting of pension to such widow or former widow payment of

pension to such child or children shall cease, and this proviso shall apply to

all claims arising under this or any other law.

Sec. 3. Any soldier, sailor, or marine or nurse now on the pension roll or
who may be hereafter entitled to a pension under the Act of June 5, 1920,

or under tPiat Act as amended by the Act of September 1, 1922, or under
this Act on account of his service during the war with Spain, the Philippine
insurrection, or China relief expedition, who is now or hereafter may become,
on account of age or physical or mental disabilities, helpless or blind, or so
nearly helpless or blind as to need or require the regular aid and attendance
of another person, shall be given a rate of $72 a month, provided such dis-

abilities are not the result of his or her own vicious habits: Arid provided
further, That no one while an inmate of the United States Soldiers' Home
or of any national or State soldiers' home shall be paid more than $50 per
month under this Act.

Sec. 4. That the pension or increase at the rate of pension herein pro-
vided for, as to all persons whose names are now on the pension roll, or who
are now in receipt of a pension under existing law, shall commence at the
rates herein provided on the fourth day of the next month after the approval
of this Act; except where otherwise herein provided; and as to persons
whose names are not now on the pension roll, or who are not now in receipt

of a pension under existing law, but who may be entitled to a pension under
the provisions of this Act, such pensions shall commence from the date of
filing application therefor in the Bureau of Pensions after the approval of

this Act in such form as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior;

and the issue of a check in payment of a pension for which the execution and
submission of a voucher was not required shall constitute payment in the
event of the death of the pensioner on or after the last day of the period
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covered by such check, and it shall not be canceled, but shall become an asset

of the estate of the deceased pensioner.

Sec. 5. Nothing contained in this Act shall be held to affect or diminish

the additional pension to those on the roll designated as "The Army and Navy
Medal of Honor Roll," as provided by the Act of April 27, 1916, but any
pension or increase of pension herein provided for shall be in addition thereto,

and no pension heretofore gi-anted under any Act, public or private, shall

be reduced by anything contained in this Act.

Sec. 6. No claim agent, attorney, or other person shall contract for, de-

mand, receive, or retain a fee for service in preparing, presenting, or prose-

cuting claims for the increase of pension provided for in this Act; and no more
than the sum of $10 shall be allowed for such service in other claims there-

under, which sum shall be payable only on the order of the Commissioner of

Pensions; and any person who shall, directly or indirectly, otherwise contract

for, demand, receive, or retain a fee for service in preparing, presenting, or

prosecuting any claim under this Act, or shall wrongfully withhold from the

pensioner or claimant the whole or any part of the pension allowed or due
to such pensioner or claimant under this Act, shall be deemed guilty of a

misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall, for each and every offense,

be fined not exceeding $500 or be imiprisoned not exceeding one year, or both,

in the discretion of the court.

Sec. 7. That all Acts and parts of Acts in conflict with or inconsistent

with the provisions of this Act are hereby modified and amended only so far

and to the extent as herein specifically provided and stated.

Approved, May 1, 1926.

Act July 3, 1926.

An Act Granting pensions and increase of pensions to certain soldiers,

sailors, and marines of the Civil and Mexican Wars, and to certain widows
of said soldiers, sailors, and marines, and to widows of the War of 1812,

and Army nurses, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That every person who served
ninety days or more in the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps of the United States

during the Civil War, and who has been honorably discharged therefrom, or

who, having so served less than ninety days, was discharged for a disability

incurred in the service and in the line of duty, and every person who served

sixty days or more in the war with Mexico, or on the coasts or frontier

thereof, or en route thereto, during the war with that nation, and was honor-

ably discharged therefrom, and who is now in receipt of or entitled to receive,

under existing law, a pension of less than $72 per month, shall be entitled

to and shall be paid a pension at the rate of $65 per month; that in case

such person is now, or hereafter may become totally helpless or blind shall

be entitled to and shall be paid a pension at the rate of $90 per month.

Sec. 2. T'he widow or remarried widow of any person who served in the

Army, Navy, or Marine Corps of the United States during the Civil War
for ninety days or more and was honorably discharged from such service,

or regardless of the length of service was discharged for or died in sei-vice

of a disability incurred in the service and in the line of duty, such widow
or remarried widow having been the wife of such soldier, sailor, or marine
during the period of his service in said war, she shall be paid $50 a month.

Sec. 3. That the rate of pension for the widow of any person who serv'^ed

in the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps of the United States in the War of 1812,

or for sixty days or more in the war with Mexico, on the coasts or frontier

thereof, or en route thereto, during the war with that nation, and was honor-

ably discharged therefrom, shall be $50 per month.

Sec. 4. All Army nurses of the Civil War whose names are now on the

pension roll, or who are now entitled to pension under any existing law, shall

be entitled to and shall be paid a pension at the rate of $50 per month.

Sec. 5. That the pension or increase in the rate of pension herein provided
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for, as to all persons whose names are now on the pension roll, or who are

now in receipt of a pension under existing law, shall commence at the rates

herein provided on the fourth day of the next month after the approval of this

Act; and as to persons whose names are not now on the pension roll, or who
are not now in receipt of a pension under existing law, but who may be en-

titled to a pension under the provisions of this Act, such pensions shall com-
mence from the date of filing application therefor in the Bureau of Pensions
after the approval of this Act in such form as may be prescribed by the Sec-

retary of the Interior: Provided, That no one while an inmate of the United
States Soldiers' Home, or of any National or State soldiers' home shall be

entitled to, or be paid the increased rates provided in this Act; and the issue

of a check in payment of a pension for which the execution and submission of

a voucher was not required shall constitute payment in the event of the

death of the pensioner on or after the last day of the period covered by
such check, and it shall not be canceled, but shall become an asset of the

estate of the deceased pensioner.

Sec. 6. That no claim agent, attorney, or other person shall contract for,

demand, receive, or retain a fee for services in preparing, presenting, or

prosecuting claims for the increase of pension provided for in this Act; and
no more than the sum of $10 shall be allowed for such services in other claims

thereunder, which sum shall be payable only on the order of the Commis-
sioner of Pensions; and any person who shall directly or indirectly other-

wise contract for, demand, receive, or retain a fee for services in preparing,

presenting, or prosecuting any claim under this Act, or shall wrongfully
withhold from the pensioner or claimant the whole or any part of the pen-

sion allowed or due to such pensioner or claimant under this Act shall be

deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall for each

and every such offense be fined not exceeding $500 or be imprisoned not

exceeding one year, or both, in the discretion of the court.

Sec. 7. That all acts and parts of acts in conflict with or inconsistent with
the provisions of this Act are hereby modified and amended only so far and
to the extent as herein specifically provided and stated: Provided, That the

provisions of this Act shall in no way, manner, or substance modify, limit,

or impair the soldier, sailor, or marine's right and title to the rate of $72
provided in the second section of the Act of May 1, 1920.

Approved, July 3, 1926.

The thanks of this department are due Hon. Winfield Scott, United States

Commissioner of Pensions, Washington, D. C, and to his entire staff for

the courteous attention given our claims, notwithstanding the great volume
of work in the Pension Bureau due to the new pension legislation.


