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EEPOET.

Board of Registratiox ix Veterixary Medicine,
Secretary's Office, Dec. 15, 1910.

To His Excellency Eben S. Draper^ Governor.

Sir :
— In compliance with the requirements of chapter

249 of the Acts of 1903, the Board of Eegistration in Veteri-

nary Medicine submits its annual report for the fiscal year

1910.

]^ineteen persons have applied for registration during the

year, all of whom have been examined. Of this number. 15

were gTaduates of veterinary schools authorized to confer

degrees in veterinary medicine and 4 held no such degree.

Two of the latter have been granted certificates to practice

by the Board of Registration in Medicine.

The number of individual examinations given this year is

23, and the result is given in the following table:—

Examined. Registered. Rejected.

•July examination 18 11

5 1 4

Totals •23 1-2 11

The annexed table shows the schools which the above men
attended and the results of their examinations :

—

Examined. Registered. Rejected.

New York American,
Cornell, .

New York,
Harvard Veterinary,
Harvard Medical,
United States,
Chicago, .

McKillip, .

Grand Rapids,
Ontario,
Correspondence school.
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Since the organization of the Board, Jan. 1, 1904, 419

certificates of registration have been issued.

During the year the Board has held 7 meetings and 2 ex-

aminations.

According to the rules of the Board, all applications for

examination must be made upon blanks furnished for this

purpose by the secretary, and returned to him before the

date of examination, properly executed and accompanied by

the fee of $15. A ticket of admission to an examination,

showing the date and the applicant's number, is issued on

the receipt of this application; tickets are also issued to re-

jected applicants entitled to a re-examination, if applied for

before the date of examination.^

At least two examinations, "exclusively in writing, and

in English," are required by law to be held in a year, and

these usually take place during the second week in July

and J^ovember. The time devoted to an examination is two

days of seven hours each.

According to law each applicant is examined in the fol-

lowing subjects: anatomy, surgery, physiology, animal para-

sites, obstetrics, pathology, bacteriology, diagnosis and prac-

tice, therapeutics and materia medica. There is usually an

average of eight questions in each subject, and the answer to

each question is marked on a scale of to 100. The appli-

cant's general average is then computed, and if it falls below

TO per cent, he is rejected.

In this connection it should be borne in mind that the name

of no applicant is known to any examiner, with the exception

of the secretary. Each examination book bears a number,

upon which the examiner reports his rating.

It may not be amiss to state that graduates of veterinary

schools in good standing generally have no difficulty in

passing the examinations of this Board. On the contrary,

graduates of correspondence schools have, as yet, been un-

successful.

During the year the Board has investigated complaints

against 6 individuals for practicing veterinary medicine ille-

^ According to a recent ruling of the Board, applications for examination must be in the

hands of the secretary at least three days before an examination.



1910.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 72. 7

gaily, and has made 3 prosecutions, of which 2 were suc-

cessful.

In the unsuccessful case the evidence showed that the de-

fendant had done considerable dental work and had received

a'ood fees for the same. The defense maintained that veter-

inary dentistry was not a branch of veterinary medicine. The

judge ruled that it was, but also ruled that although the

government had proved that the defendant had practiced

dentistry on horses, which is a branch of veterinary medicine,

it had failed to show that the defendant had held himself

out as a practitioner of veterinary medicine in any of its

branches, interpreting the law to mean that a person may per-

form acts which are a part of the practice of veterinary

medicine if he does not hold himself out as a practitioner.

It is the opinion of the Board that it is never necessary

for the government to show that a defendant holds himself out

as a practitioner of veterinary medicine or any of its branches

if it is proved that he has actually practiced, for the Supreme

Judicial Court rendered an opinion on the thirteenth day of

December, 1909, in the case of the Commonwealth i'. S^.

Pierre, in which it states :
—

Proof that the defendant acted either as a phj^sieian or surgeon

was sufficient to support the complaint, which charged him with

holding himself out as a physician and surgeon. . . . (Common-

wealth V. Dolan, 121 Mass. 374).

Also, at an earlier date a similar opinion was given by

Chief Justice Shaw of the Supreme Court, part of which

reads as follows :
—

We think it not necessary for one to profess to practice generally,

either as a physician or surgeon, to bring him within the operation

of this statute, but that it extends to any one engaging in practice

in a distinct department of either profession, and that the de-

fendant's practice fonns a considerable department in the practice

of surgery. (Hewett v. Charier, 16 Pickering, 353.)

In other words, although a man may specialize in any

branch of veterinary medicine, we believe he comes under

the provisions of this act.
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Although these opinions refer to the practice of medicine,

we believe that they are also applicable to the practice of

veterinary medicine, under sections 7 and 8, chapter 249,

Acts of 1903, which read as follows :
—

Section 7. It shall be unlawful after the first day of September

in the year nineteen hundred and four for any person to practice

veterinary medicine, or any branch thereof, in this Commonwealth

who does not hold a certificate issued by said board.

Section 8. Any person not registered as provided by this act

who holds himself out as a practitioner of veterinary medicine, or

practices, or attempts to practice veterinary medicine in any of its

branches in this Commonwealth, shall for each offence be deemed

guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall upon conviction thereof be pun-

ished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars or by imprisonment

for a term not exceeding two months; or by both such fine and

imprisonment.

Under these sections the Board has prosecuted a number

of unregistered persons before various municipal courts for

practicing veterinary dentistry. When the defendants in

such cases employ attorneys, the latter usually claim that

veterinary dentistry is not a branch of veterinary medicine,

and it becomes necessary for the Board to show that veteri-

nary dentistry is a branch of veterinary medicine.

To make the position of the Board stronger in this matter,

and to show explicitly that veterinary dentistry is a branch

of veterinary medicine, it is recommended that section 5 of

chapter 249 of the Acts of 1903 be amended by the addition

of the words ^' veterinary dentistry," so that it shall read :
—

Examinations shall be held at least twice annually, and shall be

exclusively in writing, in English. There shall be suitable questions

to test the requisite knowledge of the applicants in the following

subjects: anatomy, surgery, physiology, animal parasites, obstetrics,

pathology, bacteriology, diagnosis and practice, therapeutics, ma-

teria medica and veterinary dentistry.

The receipts of the Board, which according to law have

been paid into the treasury of the Commonwealth, have been

as follows :
—

Form C, fees, at $15, . $255 00

Total, $255 00
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The expenses of the Board have been as follows :
—

Salaries and travelling- expenses of members, . . . . $698 95

Investigating complaints, 104 87

Clerical assistance, 75 00

Printing and postage, 51 08

Miscellaneous, 47 35

Total, $977 25

In the appendix to this report will be found a copy of the

law under which the Board acts.

Respectfully submitted,

LAXGDOIST FROTHII^GHAM, Chairman.

ELMER W. BABSOJST, Secretary.

THOS. E. MALOisTEY.

GEO. P. PE^^OTMAX.
HEISTRY S. LEWIS.





APPENDIX.

LAW RELATING TO THE REGISTRATION OF VETERI-
NARIANS.

Chapter 2-19, Acts of 1903.

Ax Act to provide for establishing a Board of Registration m
Yeterixaey ^Medicine.

[As amended in sections 1 and 4 by chapter 503 of the Acts of 1906, and in sections

8 and 9 by chapter 311 of the Acts of 1907.]

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The governor, with the advice and consent of the

council, shaU appoint five veterinarians, residents of this Common-
wealth and graduates of a school of veterinary medicine recognized

by the American Veterinary Medical Association, who shall consti-

tute a board of registration in veteiinaiy medicine. Their teims of

office shall begin on the fii-st day of January in the year nineteen

hundi-ed and four, and they shall hold office, one for one year, one

for two years, one for three years, one for four years and one for

five years, or until theii' successors are appointed; and the governor

shall appoint annually thereafter, before the fij-st day of December,

beginning with the year nineteen hundred and four, one veteri-

narian, qualified as aforesaid, who shall hold office for five years

from the first day of Januaiy next ensuing. Any member of said

board may be removed from office for cause by the governor, with

the advice and consent of the council. The members of the board

shall each receive a salaiy of fifty dollars a year, and their necessaiy

travelling and contingent expenses actually incurred in attending

meetings of the board. The secretary shall receive an additional

salary of three hundred and fifty dollars a year, and his necessary

travelling and contingent expenses, not exceeding the sum of three

hundred dollai*s, actually incurred in attending to the. necessary Avork

of the board. The said salary and expenses shall be paid out of

the treasurj^ of the Commonwealth.

Section 2. The members of said board shall meet on the second

Tuesday of January- in each year, at such time and place as they
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shall determine, and shall immediately proceed to organize by elect-

ing a chairman and a secretary, who shall hold their respective

offices for the term of one year. Said board shall hold regular

meetings on the first Tuesday of March, July and November of each

year, and such additional meetings at such times and places as they

may deteimine. Said board may make by-laws and rules not incon-

sistent with law necessary to carry out the pro\isions of this act.

Section 3. Said board shall notify all persons practicing veteri-

nary medicine in this Commonwealth, of the provisions of this act

by publishing the same in one or more newspapers in this Com-
monwealth, and every such person who is a graduate of a recognized

school of veterinary medicine, and also every person who has been

a practitioner of veterinary medicine in this Commonwealth for a

period of three years next prior to the passage of this act, shall,

upon the payment of a fee of two dollars, be entitled to registration,

and said board shall issue to him a certificate thereof signed by its

chairman and secretary. Registration under the provisions of this

section shall cease on the first day of September in the year nine-

teen hundred and four. All applications for registration under this

act shall be made upon blanks furnished by the board, and shall

be signed and sworn to by the applicant.

Section 4. Any person not entitled to registration as aforesaid

who is twentj^-'One years of age shall, upon the payment of a fee

of fifteen dollars, be entitled to examination, and if found qualified

by the board shall be registered and shall receive a certificate of

registration as provided in section three. Any person who fails

to pass a satisfactory examination and is therefore refused regis-

tration may be re-examined at any regular meeting of the board

within two years of the time of such refusal, without additional fee,

and thereafter may be examined at any regular meeting upon the

payment of a fee of fifteen dollars for each examination. The fees

received for examination and registration of applicants before the

board shall be paid monthly by the secretary of the board into the

treasury of the Commonwealth. Said board, after a hearing, may
by unanimous vote revoke any certificate issued by it and cancel

the registration of any veterinarian who has been convicted of a

felony or crime in the practice of his profession.

Section 5. Examinations shall be held at least twice annually,

and shall be exclusively in writing, in English. There shall be

suitable questions to test the requisite knowledge of the applicants

in the following subjects : — Anatomy, surgery, physiology, animal

parasites, obstetrics, pathology, bacteriology, diagnosis and practice,

therapeutics and materia medica.

Section 6. It shall be the duty of said board to keep a register

of all practitioners qualified under this act, which shall be open to

public inspection, and to make an annual report to the governor.
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Section 7. It shall be unlawful after the first day of September

in the year nineteen hundred and four for any person to practice

veterinary medicine, or any branch thereof, in this Commonwealth

who does not hold a certificate issued by said board.

Section 8. Any person not registered as provided by this act

who holds himself out as a practitioner of veterinary medicine, or

practices, or attempts to practice veterinary medicine in any of its

branches in this Commonwealth, shall for each offence be deemed

guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall upon conviction thereof be pun-

ished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars or by imprisonment

for a term not exceeding two months, or by both such fine and im-

prisonment.

Section 9. The provisions of this act shall not be construed to

prohibit advice or service, in a case of emergency, by a person not

entitled to practice veterinary medicine under this act, nor to pro-

hibit farmers from rendering services to their neighbors if they do

not hold themselves out as veterinary practitioners under the pro-

visions of this act, and this provisions of section nine of chapter

seventy-six of the Revised Laws relating to the practice of medicine

within the Commonwealth by physicians and surgeons shall, so far

as they may be applicable, apply to the practice of veterinary medi-

cine or any branch thereof by veterinarians.

Section 10. Except as otherwise provided herein this act shall

take effect upon its passage.

Chapter 503, Acts of 1906.

Section 3. Said board shall investigate all complaints of the

violation of the provisions of section eight of said chapter two hun-

dred and forty-nine, and report the same to the proper prosecuting

officers.




