
Public Document No. 72

EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT

Massachusetts Board of Registration

IN Veterinary Medicine.

For the Year 1911.

BOSTON:
WEIGHT & POTTEE FEINTING CO., STATE PEINTEES,

18 Post Ofpice Square.

1912.





Public Document No. 72

EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Massachusetts 'Board OF .

ijs; lETEEixiR^^^^ Medicine ,

FoK THE Year 1911.

BOSTON:
WEIGHT & POTTER PRINTING CO., STATE PRINTERS,

18 Post Office Square.

1912.

s



»T*T£ HOUSE »0$T0»(

Approved by

The State Board of Publication.



MEMBERS
OF THE

Massachusetts Board of Eegistration in

Veterinary Medicine.

1911.

LAXGDOX FROTHIXGHAM, M.D.V., Chairman, . Boston.

ELMER W. BABSOX, M.D.Y., Secretary, . . Gloucester.

THOMAS E. MALOXEY, V.S., .... Fall River.

GEORGE P. PEXXIMAX, D.V.S., .... Worcester.

LESTER H. HOWARD, D.V.S., .... Boston.





2[he €(jmmonrocoUI) of illassacl)it0ctts.

REPORT.

Board of Registration ix Veterinary Medicine,
Secretary's Office, Dec. 15, 1911.

To His Excellency Eugene X. Foss, Governor.

Sir :
— In compliance with the requirements of chapter

249 of the Acts of 1903, the Board of Registration in Veteri-

nary Medicine submits its annual report for the fiscal year

1911.

In December, 1910, His Excellency Eben S. Draper, Gov-

ernor, appointed Dr. Lester H. Howard of Boston to succeed

Dr. Henry S. Lewis of Chelsea, whose appointment expired

Jan. 1, 1911.

Eight persons have applied for registration during the

year, all of whom have been examined. Also 5 persons have

been re-examined who had been examined previous to this

year.

Of this number 10 were graduates of veterinary schools

authorized to confer degrees in veterinary medicine, and 3

held no such degree. One of the latter had been gTanted a

certificate to practice medicine in this Commonwealth by the

Board of Registration in Medicine.

The number of individuals examined this year is 13, and

the results are given in the following table :
—

Examined. Registered. Rejected.

July examiDation, 9 5 4

November examination, ..... 4 1 3

Totals 13 6
-

The annexed table shows the schools from which the above

men were graduated, and the results of their examina-

tions :
—
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Examined. Registered. Rejected.

New York American, 1 1

University of Pennsylvania, .... 2 2
Ohio State 3 3
Ontario, 4 4
Correspondence school 3 3

Totals 13 6

Since the organization of the Board, Jan. 1, 190-1, 125

certificates of registration have been issued.

During the year the Board has held 6 meetings and 2 ex-

aminations.

According to the rules of the Board, all applications for

examination must be made upon blanks furnished for this

purpose bv the secretary, and returned to him at least three

days before the date of examination, properly executed and

accompanied by the fee of $15. A ticket of admission to an

examination, showing the date and the applicant's number,

is issued on the receipt of this application : tickets are also

issued to rejected applicants entitled to a re-examination, if

applied for three days before the date of examination.

At least two examinations, ^' exclusively in writing, and

in English," are required by law to be held in a year, and

these usually take place during the second week in July and

November. The time devoted to an examination is two day-

of seven hours each.

According to law each applicant is examined in the follow-

ing subjects : anatomy, surgery, physiology, animal parasites,

obstetrics, pathology, bacteriology, diagnosis and practice,

therapeutics, materia medica and veterinary dentistry.

There is usually an average of eight questions in each sub-

ject, and the answer to each question is marked on a scale

of to 100. The applicant's general average is then com-

puted, and if it falls below 70 per cent, he is rejected.

In this connection it should be borne in mind that the

name of no applicant is known to any examiner, with the

exception of the secretary. Each examination book bears a

number, upon which the examiner reports his rating.

Since its organization the Board has held 21 examinations.

The annexed table gives a list of the schools from which
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the college men were graduated, and the results of their ex-

aminations. It also shows the results of the examinations

taken hj non-graduates :
—

Registered as result of

Exam-
ined.

First
Exami-

occoncl
Exami-

Third
Exami-
nation.

mtn
Exami-
nation.

Seventh
Exami-
nation.

_
Re-

jected.

Cornel! 5 5 - - - _ -

Ohio State, 4 4 - - - -

McGill 4 3 1 - - - -

New York American, 7 6 - - - - 1

University of Pennsyl-
vania.

Harvard Veterinary,

15

7

12

6

1

1

-

-

1

-

-

- -

Chicago 9 6 1 - - - 2

United States College, 3 2 - - - - 1

New York Veterinary, 3 3 _ - - - -

Iowa State, 1 1 - - - - -

Royal Veterinarj' College, 1 - 1 - - - -

Laval, .... 1 - -

McKillip, 6 o 1 1

Harvard Medical, .

Columbia,

Grand Rapids, 3 1

National, .... 1 1

Ontario, .... 20 6 2 11

Non-graduates, 22 10 3 9

Correspondence school, . 11 11

Totals, 125 72 12 1 1 1 38

For the purpose of convenience the " correspondence

school " is listed as a school, although it is not chartered and

has no right to issue degTees. It is to be noted that 11 men,

graduates of this school, have been examined, who assumed

that they had received a proper training in veterinary medi-

cine, yet failed by our examination to demonstrate any

knowledge of veterinary science. The result shows the ab-

solute impracticability of teaching veterinary medicine by

correspondence. This school uses the mails extensively to

send out literature describing its efficiency and success, hold-

ing out the promise to credulous persons that by studying
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its courses they will be fuUj prepared to practice veterinary

medicine, and giving them a diploma which represents

them as graduates from a regular school, and from which

the word ^' correspondence is intentionally omitted. It is

to be regi-etted that the United States mail authorities do

not refuse the use of the mails to this and similar schools.

During the year the Board has investigated complaints

against 10 individuals for practicing veterinary medicine

illegally, and has made 4 prosecutions, all of which were

successful. Two of these paid a fine of $50, and the other

2 appealed to the Superior Court.

In our annual report for 1910 we stated that under sec-

tions 7 and 8 of chapter 249 of the Acts of 1903, the

Board has prosecuted a number of unregistered persons be-

fore various municipal courts for practicing veterinary

dentistry. When the defendants in such cases employ at-

torneys, the latter usually claim that veterinary dentistry

is not a branch of veterinary medicine, and it becomes neces-

sary for the Board to show that veterinary dentistry is a

branch of veterinary medicine," and we therefore asked

the Legislature to amend section 5 of chapter 249, Acts of

1903, by the addition of the words '* veterinary dentistry,'*

in order to make the position of the Board stronger in such

cases, and to show that the Legislature intended to treat

veterinary dentistry as a branch of veterinary medicine.

The Legislature of 1911, by chapter 199, accordingly

amended section 5, chapter 249, Acts of 1903, so that it now

reads :
—

Examinations shall be held at least twice annually, and shall be

exclusively in writing, in English. There shaU be suitable questions

to test the requisite knowledge of the apphcants in the following

subjects: anatomy, surgery, physiology, animal parasites, obstetrics,

pathology, bacteriology, diagnosis and practice, therapeutics, materia

medica and veterinary dentistry.

Since the above amendment the Board has prosecuted a

person for filing horses' teeth in the city of Tatmton. This

man, who held himself out as a veterinary dentist, was tried

and convicted by the municipal court at Taunton, and or-

dered to pay a fine of $50, from which he appealed. The



1912.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 72. 9

court, in passing upon this case, ruled that veterinary

dentistry is a branch of veterinary medicine, and cited the

following Superior Court decision, namely: Commonv^ealth

V. Porn, 196 Mass., page 326, " Section 7 of chapter 76

of the Revised Laws mentions obstetrics as one of the sub-

jects of examination for the purpose of testing an appli-

cant's fitness to ' practice medicine.' This goes far towards

showing that obstetrics is a branch of the practice of medi-

cine. ..." The judge considered this to be an analogous

case in that should the words " veterinary dentistry '' be

substituted for the word " obstetrics " it would apply to the

case in hand, and show that the Legislature intended that

persons practicing veterinary dentistry must be registered

veterinarians.

The receipts of the Board, which according to law have

been paid into the treasury of the Commonwealth, have been

as follows :
—

Form C, fees, at $15, $165 00

Total, $165 00

The expenses of the Board have been as follows :
—

Salaries and travelling expenses of members, . . . $696 60

Investigating complaints, 110 12

Stenography and typewriting, 75 75

Printing and postage, 96 64

Miscellaneous, 28 64

Total, $1,007 75

In the appendix to this report will be found a copy of the

law under which the Board acts.

Respectfully submitted,

LAI^GDO^T FROTHIIS^GHAM, Chairman.

ELMER W. BABSOI^", Secretary.

THOS. E. MALOI^EY.
G. P. PENlSriMAI^.

LESTER H. HOWARD.





APPENDIX.

LAW RELATING TO THE REGISTRATION OF VETERI-
NARIANS.

Chapter 249. Acts of 1903.

Ax Act to provide for establishing a Board of Registration in

Veterinary ^Medicine.

[As amended in sections 1 and 4 by chapter 503 of the Acts of 1906, and in sections

S and 9 by chapter 314 of the Acts of 1907 and in section 5 by chapter 199 of the

Acts of 1911.]

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The governor, the advice and consent of the

council, shall appoint five veteiiuarians, residents of this Common-
wealth and gi-aduates of a school of veterinary medicine recognized

by the American Veterinary Medical Association, who shall consti-

tute a board of registi'^ition in veteiinaiy medicine. Their terms of

oflfice shall begin on the fii-st day of January in the year nineteen

hundred and four, and they shall hold office, one for one year, one

for two years, one for three years, one for four years and one for

five years, or until their successoi*s are appointed; and the governor

shall appoint annually thereafter, before the fii^st day of December,

beginning with the year nineteen hundi'ed and four, one veteri-

narian, qualified as aforesaid, who shall hold office for five years

from the first day of January next ensuing. Any member of said

board may be removed from office for cause by the governor, with

the advice and consent of the council. The members of the board

shall each receive a salary of fifty dollars a year, and their necessary

travelling and contingent expenses actually incurred in attending

meetings of the board. The secretary shall receive an additional

salary of three hundred and fifty dollars a year, and his necessar}'

travelling and contingent expenses, not exceeding the sum of three

hundred doUars, actually incurred in attending to the necessary work

of the board. The said salary and expenses shall be paid out of

the treasury of the Commonwealth.

Section 2. The members of said board shall meet on the second

Tuesday of January in each year, at such time and place as they
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shall deteimine, and shall immediately proceed to organize by elect-

ing a chairman and a secretary, who shall hold their respective

offices for the term of one year. Said board shall hold regular

meetings on the first Tuesday of March, July and November of each

year, and such additional meetings at such times and places as they

may determine. Said board may make by-laws and rules not incon-

sistent with law necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.

Section 3. Said board shall notify all persons practicing veteri-

nary medicine in this Commonwealth, of the provisions of this act

by publishing the same in one or more newspapers in this Com-

monwealth, and every such person who is a graduate of a recognized

school of veterinary medicine, and also every person who has been

a practitioner of veterinary medicine in this Commonwealth for a

period of three years next prior to the passage of this act, shall,

upon the payment of a fee of two dollars, be entitled to registration,

and said board shall issue to him a certificate thereof signed by its

chairman and secretary. Registration under the provisions of this

section shall cease on the first day of September in the year nine-

teen hundred and four. All applications for registration under this

act shall be made upon blanks furnished by the board, and shall

be signed and sworn to by the applicant.

Section 4. Any person not entitled to registration as aforesaid

who is twenty-one years of age shall, upon the payment of a fee

of fifteen dollars, be entitled to examination, and if found qualified

by the board shall be registered and shall receive a certificate of

registration as provided in section three. Any person who fails

to pass a satisfactory examination and is therefore refused regis-

tration may be re-examined at any regular meeting of the board

within two years of the time of such refusal, without additional fee,

and thereafter may be examined at any regular meeting upon the

payment of a fee of fifteen dollars for each examination. The fefes

received for examination and registration of applicants before the

board shall be paid monthly by the secretary of the board into the

treasury of the Commonwealth. Said board, after a hearing, may
by unanimous vote revoke any certificate issued by it and cancel

the registration of any veterinarian who has been convicted of a

felony or crime in the practice of his profession.

Section 5. Examinations shall be held at least twice annually,

and shall be exclusively in writing, in English. There shall be

suitable questions to test the requisite knowledge of the applicants

in the following subjects : — Anatomy, surgery, physiology, animal

parasites, obstetrics, pathology, bacteriology, diagnosis and practice,

therapeutics, materia medica and veterinary dentistry.

Section 6. It shall be the duty of said board to keep a register

of all practitioners qualified under this act, which shall be open to

public inspection, and to make an annual report to the governor.
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Section 7. It shall be unlawful after the first day of September

in the year nineteen hundred and four for any person to practice

veterinary medicine, or any branch thereof, in this Commonwealth

who does not hold a certificate issued by said board.

Section 8. Any person not registered as provided by this act

who holds himself out as a practitioner of veterinary medicine, or

practices, or attempts to practice veterinary medicine in any of its

branches in this Commonwealth, shall for each offence be deemed

guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall upon conviction thereof be pun-

ished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars or by imprisonment

for a term not exceeding two months, or by both such fine and im-

prisonment.

Section 9. The provisions of this act shall not be construed to

prohibit advice or service, in a case of emergency, by a person not

entitled to practice veterinary medicine under this act, nor to pro-

hibit farmers from rendering ser^'ices to their neighbors if they do

not hold themselves out as veterinary practitioners under the pro-

visions of this act, and the prorisions of section nine of chapter

seventy-six of the Revised Laws relating to the practice of medicine

within the Commonwealth by physicians and surgeons shall, so far

as they may be applicable, apply to the practice of veterinai-y medi-

cine or any branch thereof by veterinarians.

Section 10. Except as otherwise provided herein this act shall

take effect upon its passage.

Chapter 503, Acts of 1906.

Section 3. Said board shall investigate all complaints of the

violation of the provisions of section eight of said chapter two hun-

dred and forty-nine, and report the same to the proper prosecuting

officers.




