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TRUSTEES' report
To His Excellency the Governor, the General Court and the Commissioner of Mental

Diseases:

We have the honor to submit the twenty-fourth annual report of the trustees

of the Wrentham State School.

The Wrentham State School, the second in the series of three institutions es-

tablished by the Commonwealth for the care and training of the feeble-minded, is

approaching the quarter-century point in its existence. It was created by an act

of Legislature in 1906. Its location on a tract consisting, at the time of farm home-
steads and embracing nearly five hundred acres, about twenty miles from Boston,
its organization, the beginning of construction, and transfer from the Waverley
school of its initial colony, a group of boys, were accomplished during the following

year. From the outset, it has had the fortune of the superintendency of George
L. Wallace, M.D., who had prepared for this service in his association with the

older school, under the superintendency of the pioneering and leading authority

in this field, Dr. Fernald. What the continuity of Dr. Wallace's devotion to the

interests of the school and those of the Commonwealth and indeed of the broader
community which has no bounds, has meant is a topic for no more than appreciative

mention in the /eport of any one ysar. Three of the present Board of seven trustees

were of the original Board, including the chairman, who has held that office con-

tinuously.

For information as to the present constituency of the school and the year's

developments, reference may be made to the report of the superintendent and the

accompanying reports of the departments of the school, which are submitted
herewith, calling particular attention to the discussion of the relations to the broad
concerns of the community in Dr. Wallace's review. He shows the wide range of

the school's responsibility from the custody of the imbecile and idiot, permanent
objects of institutional care, to the training of those with more nearly normal
mentality; and we would call attention particularly to the point he makes, and
the school makes, of the cultural treatment of the children least endowed. An
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outstanding contribution to the advance in treatment of the feeble-minded made
by our state has been the extension of training to those of low grade. The attention

given it and the rewards coming from it are only too modestly stated in the super-

intendent's report. It is one of the features that make the Massachusetts schools

an object of interest to the people dealing with the problems of institutional care

in other states and countries and has a particular claim to the interest and pride

of Massachusetts citizens.

It is gratifying that the Massachusetts schools for the feeble-minded are visited

numerously and increasingly in recent years by official groups from other govern-

ments, American and foreign, in recognition of the achievements here in develop-

ment of methods as well as equipment. The Wrentham school has a constant

succession of such visits, seriously studious and paying tribute to the broadly

humane as well as soundly practical methods of its care and training. A further

service to the understanding of the problems faced by every community as to

feeble-mindedness seems possible to such a school. It is in an intensive study of

the human material within its control.

There seems to be no reason why the school might not well be the seat for the

deep study of mental defectiveness as a community problem. In past reports the

trustees have suggested the possible value of making the school a station for such
study and the superintendent has repeatedly advocated it. If a laboratory could

contribute to the knowledge necessary for a reduction of the burden which mental
defect imposes, as it will hardly be questioned that it would, then the school which
has some hundred of persons under mental handicap within its great household
would seem to be its fit location. There are wide stretches within which knowledge
is scanty or quite lacking and if the institution can add to an understanding of the
origins of feeble-mindedness, it should be put under that further contribution.

Social and environmental factors, racial origins and, in some measure, hereditary

determinations are widely discussed on a slender supply of accurate knowledge.
Obviously they are elements which the State, concerned to reduce a burden, and
society in general, recognizing that feeble-mindedness complicates a wide range of

its problems, are alike brought to face. Enlightenment upon them would seem to

be a contribution the school could most fully supply.

As it becomes more clearly sensed that the State schools are educational rather
than custodial institutions, the need becomes clearer that they should be resorted

to in earlier years of childhood. Wrentham is fortunate in having just now been
made the place of pioneering the specialized treatment of young children. It is

the first of its kind, so far as we are aware, to make the nursery a distinct feature.

The first of a group of buildings for them is about to be occupied and the second is

under construction. The new sort of building is simple in construction but bears
every mark of being dedicated to the very young. It has no stairs. It admits a
flood of light into every room. Its rooms are as cheery as they are light. Every
last feature of decoration suggests the nursery. The play-rooms and their equip-
ment suggest the joy it is intended to have them yield. They are the perfected
product of devotion to the idea of making the most out of the lives, and the most
for the lives, of these appealing objects of care. They stand for the prudence of
the earliest possible grasp upon the mentally handicapped child. They bear
witness to the departure from the notion that the resort to such a school should
await disclosure of the need by some antiv-social act, the fruition of a period of

neglect in training or care.

In the table of admissions to the school during the year it is cheering to note
the youthfulness of the children received. There is an interesting group of eighteen
admitted under five years, out of the total admissions of one hundred and twenty-
nine. The proportion under ten years of age constitutes forty-six per cent and
under fifteen it rises to sixty-five per cent. But the number of adults, beyond
twenty years, balances exactly the number under five, and suggests the tardiness
of discovery which reduces the chances of constructive treatment and adds to the
burden of probably permanent care.

It would be extreme to speak of the school for feeble-minded as a part of the edu-
cational system of the State. In the public mind, to an unfortunate extent, it is

regarded as a correctional institution, a mistaken view which it is to be hoped is
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being diminished. With the development of the special school and special class

for the retarded, somewhat of the special training is being successfuly carried by
the cities and towns. It has to be considered, however, that the State school has
control over its pupils through twenty-four hours as against the fraction of the day
the public school has it and performs a distinctive service" in training of habits
and the regulation of life. In this service it cannot replace the public school in a
vast number of cases but it may be more fully regarded than it has yet been as

supplementing them and serving the same end as to that portion of child population
having a special need. What seems to be clearly desirable is the earliest discovery
of that child within it whose need is only to be met by the more complete control

and guidance.

Any plea for earlier recognition of mental defect and employment of the State
school to deal with it would hardly be popular, when already the demand for

admission is so great as to require the addition of the fourth institution. In any
reckoning of the public's advantage, however, it has the attraction of holding out
the prospect of reducing the burden of permanent care. From the humane stand-

point, it has the merit of serving the disadvantaged life in the fullest measure and
before it has come to the point of outright injury to others and the greater misery
to itself. The logic of all the experience so far gained is that the resort to the State

school is most advantageous, personally, socially and economically, when it is

made in the very early age.

During the year, by appointment of the Governor, the Board has had added to

its membership Miss Katharine D. Hardwick, director of the Simmons College

School of Social Work, who brings to the State a closer association of its dealing

with the feeble-minded and the professional development of social service. We
have been deprived, because of his impaired health, of the actual presence at our
meetings of George W. Gay, M.D., the eminent representative of the medical
profession who has been through many years a devoted friend of the school and
an invaluable counsellor.

The Trustees of the Wrentham State School are again gratified to be the medium
for reporting a year of faithful service by the superintendent, staff, social workers,

and other members of the school's organization and to acknowledge in behalf of

the public the liberality, prudence and progressive policy of the Massachusetts
Department of Mental Diseases.

Albert L. Harwood, Chairman Thomas H. Ratigan
Herbert C. Parsons, Secretary Philip Rubenstein
Mrs. Willard Scott Katharine D. Hardwick
George W. Gay, M.D. Trustees.

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
To the Trustees of the Wrentham State School:

I hereby respectfully submit to you this annual report for the year ending

November 30, 1929. The movement of the population has been as follows:

Male Female Total

1. On books of institution November 30, 1928:

In institution 557 852 1,409

Absent 56 104 160

Total 613 956 1,569

2. Admissions during year:

First Admissions 59 64 123

Readmissions 2 2 4

Transfers (from other institutions for feeble-minded) - 2 2

Total received during year 61 68 129

3. Total on books during year 674 1,024 1,698
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4, Dismissals during year:

Discharges (Not transfers nor deaths) 26 26 52

Transfers (to other institutions for feeble-minded) ....
- 2 2

Deaths (includes deaths away from institution) 16 14 30

Total number of discharges, transfers, and deaths

during year 42 42 84

5. Remaining on books of institution November 30, 1929:

In institution 558 849 1,407

Absent 74 133 207

• Total 632 982 1,614

Of the 129 admissions during the year, the following table gives the ages in 5-year

groups:

Admissions During the Year December 1, 1928 to November 30, 1929

Age Males Females Total

Under 5 years 13 5 18

5 to 9 years 18 14 32

10 to 14 years 17 17 34
15 to 19 years 8 19 27
20 to 24 years 4 8 12

25 to 29 years - 2 2

30 to 34 years - 2 2

35 to 39 ye^ars -11
40 to 44 years 1-1

Totals 61 68 129

The general health of the children during the year has been excellent. There
has been an occasional, sporadic case of scarlet fever but there has been no epidemic
of any kind during the year. Everything that is known to modern science in the
way of preventing sickness and promoting good health is done. All children are

vaccinated against small-pox and typhoid fever, Schick tested and those responding

to the Schick tests are immunized against diphtheria.

They are gfven a thorough physical examination when they enter the school

and any variations from good health are carefully noted and prompt measures
taken to remedy or improve the condition. For instance, all children are examined
by a specialist in nose and throat, for the presence of adenoids and diseased tonsils

and if an operation is indicated for their removal, it is promptly done. Children's

eyes are examined by a competent oculist and glasses are furnished to all children

needing them. Also, wherever indicated, operations are done on the eyes, to rectify

physical defects as far as possible. Their teeth receive prompt and constant at-

tention by the resident dentist.

The children, during the whole of the summer months and a good deal of the
time during the winter months, take their recreation in the open. The children's

buildings are constructed in a manner so as to provided the greatest amount of

sunlight and fresh air. In the winter months the ventilation is so arranged that a

plentiful supply of warm fresh air is constantly passing through the rooms occupied
by the children. The food purchased is of first class quality and this is supple-

mented by a plentiful supply of home grown vegetables and fresh pasteurized milk
and eggs. This makes a diet that is excellent for the maintaining of good health
among the children. A plentiful supply of suitable and attractive clothing is

provided for the children. The selection of proper and attractive clothing goes a
long way in fostering the feeling of well being and self respect among the children.

The educational system is carried on in a manner to promote the three main
kinds of education — academic, hand and social training. These are emphasized
in accordance with the needs of the individual pupils. By means of a thorough,
well-established educational system the children are kept up to a point correspond-
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ing to their abilities in all lines. In other words, there is nothing omitted in our
educational system that will assist in the progress of the pupils.

For the children on mental levels, where it is impossible for them to progress
academically to a point of being able to read and write, hand and sense training
is emphasized. The results obtained in training these low grade children is highly
satisfactory. These children untrained are destructive, untidy and repulsive. In
the destruction of clothing and furniture and in the defacing of buildings, they
present a highly expensive group to care for. With proper education and training,

however, their energies are so directed that they actually become productive in

the useful work they perform. A group of forty untrained children of this type
requires the constant care of at least five employees in order to keep them ordinarily

neat and clean and to prevent them from destroying property. After receiving

the proper training, however, one employee will take a group of forty boys and
direct them in clearing land, digging ditches, building roads and walks, pouring
concrete and spending their time in constructive work. Considered from an eco-

nomic viewpoint alone the training of the lower grades of feeble-minded is well

worth while. Considered in conjunction with the altruistic viewpoint, that of

placing within the grasp of these children something that they can do, makes the
training of these low grade children a highly valuable piece of work.

In the selection of cases for admission to the institution, it is thought by some
that preference should be given to certain classes of the feeble-minded. It is

thought by some that, on account of their active anti-social influence in the com-
munity, the moron class should have preference. It is stated that on account of

the low mental levels of the imbecile and idiot, they are not nearly so great a social

liability as is the more spectacular moron. They are incapable of making contacts

as freely as the moron, therefore, they are not actively such an anti-social problem
but, passively, their influence on society may be just as far reaching as that of the

moron.

Indirectly or passively a feeble-minded child of the low grade type, is likely to

become a serious social problem on account of the undermining influence exerted

on the rest of the family. The father's efficiency as bread winner is often times

lowered on account of the emotional strain under which he is placed. The ad-

ditional time required to care for a feeble-minded child robs the normal children

of the family of the mother's care and at the same time subjects her to a continual

emotional strain under which she frequently breaks. The other children of the

family are likely to become sensitive, shy and seclusive. They will not invite their

friends to their home and, therefore, social contacts made are frequently not under
the protective influence of the home and, consequently, may not be for their best

social interests. The presence of a low grade, feeble-minded child in a family

renders the home an abnormal one and, consequently, its unfavorable influence on
society may be far-reaching.

In order for the institution to perform the greatest service, both for the individual

and for the community, it is essential to carry forward a well-rounded out program
by giving care to all classes of feeble-minded needing care. The educational work
for the feeble-minded should be emphasized. The custodial, as such, should not

be emphasized lest we fail to carry the education to the custodial group. Special

emphasis should be given to the education of the younger children on high mental
levels who suffer from emotional and temperamental disturbances. These children

should be given careful, 24-hour a day supervision and educated thoroughly

academically and in the use of their hands as well as in games and play. By the

means of such care and training, during their tender years, many of these children

should, later, be able to take their place in the community where they should be

capable of earning their living and conducting themselves in such a manner as to

be an asset to society. The work thus indicated for the institutional school is

education and training of the children on low mental levels, training and education

of mentally retarded children on the higher levels who are deficient in social ad-

justment and who are likely to acquire habits which will prevent them from be-

coming socially adjusted in the community. The training and education of

mentally retarded children on the higher levels whose homes cannot provide them
with the proper care and supervision or whose homes are so situated that these
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children cannot avail themselves of the advantages of a special class. It should
provide custodial care for the low grade adults and also custodial care for the high

grade adults who cannot be socially adjusted.

The clearing of land and preparing it for cultivation is going forward to the extent

of increasing the area available for tillage about 10 acres a year. This work of

reclaiming land is being done by boys who are low grade mentally, all of whom have
a mental age below 5 years. These are boys who have been developed under the

system of training at the institution, they having been admitted to the school

when they were young.
Notwithstanding an unusually dry year, the farm crops, with the exception of

potatoes, have been average. The farm products consisting of fresh vegetables,

fruit, milk, eggs and an abundant supply of fresh pork are important factors in a

nutritous and healthful dietary.

During the year much work has been done in improving and beautifying the
grounds, in culling out the poorer trees from the groves, grading around the new
buildings, re-laying old walks where necessary and building new ones to the new
buildings. Two of the old cottages used by married employees have been put in

first class condition by making necessary repairs, papering throughout and painting

both inside and outside. A heating system has been installed in the farmer's

cottage. Cedar Cottage, which was occupied by one of the physicians, was struck

by lightning last spring and badly damaged. It has been rebuilt and put in first

class condition and is now occupied. In Dormitory "K" and the Farm Dormi-
tories, the plumbing has been modernized by removing the old-fashioned flush

boxes and installing flush valves.

The buildings, both inside and outside, have been kept attractive by the liberal

use of paint. The groups of painters are constantly at work. The painting on the

girls' side of the institution is done by a group of girls and on the boys' side, it is

done by a group of boys.

The nursery building is completed and is now being furnished and will be ready
for occupancy the first of the year. The second nursery is under construction. It

is roofed in so it can be carried forward toward completion during the winter months.
For the financial transactions, I refer you to the treasurer's report. For the

detailed activities of the schools, social service, dental and school examining clinic,

I refer you to the reports of the heads of these departments.

We are again indebted to our friends who have through the year contributed to

the children's gift fund and in this way have added so much to the children's

happiness. Among the gifts received have been two beautiful victrolas and also

a great many victrola records. Our children are exceptionally fond of music and
everything of this kind they appreciate highly.

The ministers have been untiring in their attention to our children's needs in

the conducting of the religious services, administering to the sick and in many
friendly, personal ways they have done much to brighten the lives of our children.

To the conscientious employees who have so unsparingly devoted themselves
to our children's best interests, I express my appreciation.

To the Board of Trustees, collectively and individually, for their never failing

interest and valuable advice, I am indeed grateful.

Respectfully submitted,

GEORGE L. WALLACE,
Superintendent.

REPORT OF THE DENTAL DEPARTMENT
To the Superintendent of the Wrentham State School:

I hereby respectfully submit to you this annual report for the year ending
November 30, 1929.

Examinations, 1,247; stomatitis, 25; extractions, permanent, 467; extractions,

deciduous, 188; pulp treatment, permanent, 97; fillings, permanent, 1,292; fillings,

deciduous, 49; prophylactic treatments, 981; silver reduction treatments, 298;
treatment erupting teeth, 42; post-operative treatment, 370; radiographs, 169;
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gold inlays, 6; re-set, 2; general anaesthesia, 8; local anaesthesia, 323; porcelain
crowns, 3; re-set 1; gold crowns, two types, 4; repair, 1; bridges, 1; repair, 4;
vulcanite dentures, 17; repair dentures, 21; ground teeth, 47; total patients,
2,823; new patients, 126; dismissals, 920; fracture process, 6 ; fractured mandible
treatments, 30; Vincents' Infection, treatments, 50; periodontal treatments, 26;
treatment abscess 38; miscellaneous lesions, 126.

The condition of the children's teeth at the present time is good, both as regards
cleanliness and urgent requirements for relief. I do not, however, include here
those children whose mental retardation does not permit them to cooperate enough
to receive the service which waits upon them; I refer to the proper brushing of

their teeth in the dormitory.

About fifty percent of the newly admitted children were found to have received
no dental care previous to coming here; while such a situation is regrettable in

children under the age of eight, in the case of those above this age it is deplorable.

Under proper handling, however, and patient understanding, most of these children
willingly cooperate; whenever possible the patient is made to feel that the attitude

of the dentist toward him is social as well as professional.

Prophylactic treatments, fillings and extractions constitute the buljc of the
operative work. Prophylaxis is the first service given new patients after they have
been examined, before any other work is attempted; this plan is followed also in

the case of noncooperative patients.

Practically all fillings are plastic, amalgam is most commonly used for the pos-
terior teeth and silicate for the anteriors. Occasionally, gold only is the filling

material indicated and this is inserted.

Extractions generally are uncomplicated, and are resorted to in practically all

cases where there is pulp involvement, although attempt to save teeth by means
of treating and filling the root canals is not wholly abandoned; the degree of

tissue involvement and the physical condition of the patient are the main factors

considered here. Post-operative pain and unfavorable sequalae are negligible, but
all patients are given appointment for the morning following the date of extraction,

regardless. Anodynes are very rarely prescribed.

Local anaesthesia is used not only for extraction but also for removal of vital

pulps and the preparation of very sensitive cavities. For noncooperative patients

and in all cases where local anaesthesia cannot be effectively used, either the gas-

oxygen combination or ether is necessary.

Young patients who have not yet exfoliated their deciduous teeth are given

dismissal for not longer than three or four months, this is because the nature of

the fillings is such as to require renewal sooner than otherwise, and reliefs for the

erupting teeth sometimes are necessary. Shorter appointments for these patients

require a proportionately greater number of visits also.

Whenever bedside treatment is necessary, which is not often, consultation with
the physician is generally included in the visit; certain other patients require hos-

pital observation for short periods; such cases include developmental stages of

abscess, premedication, susceptibility to haemorrhage, some Vincents' Infection

and fractures during the early period of treatment.

Prosthetic and crown and bridge restorations constitute a small proportion of

the service to the children here, and I am glad to report that the tendency to need
dentures repaired hjas diminished some during the past year.

Our follow-up system is effective in bringing to the notice of all concerned neg-

ligence on the part of any child, in the care of his teeth. The responsibility in some
cases, however, rests with the employee who has immediate charge of the child

who cannot brush his own teeth.

Several children have availed themselves of the benefit of dental examination

previous to leaving the school and I consider this practice a good one, for the

reason that very few of them are mindful of a dental examination during the first

few months of their absence or do not have easy access to the dentist.

We had an enthusiastic meeting in the Assembly Hall on "Clean Teeth" night

when over nine hundred, boys and girls were given clean teeth awards. After

musical selections, a short talk on the health value of good teeth was given and a

very enjoyable motion picture show closed the evening's exercises.
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Some ideas and suggestions gained during the meeting of the Massachusetts
Dental Society last May have been helpful: educational displays connected with
children's dentistry were quite convincing, and I learned that recent developments
in tooth brush design have justified the selection of the type of brush which we
are now using.

Respectfully submitted,
JOHN A. NASH, D.M.D.

REPORT OF THE SOCIAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT
To the Superintendent of the Wrentham State School:

I hereby respectfully submit to you this annual report for the year ending
November 30, 1929.

If the children on parole in the community during the past year had been taken
care of at tJae school, an additional building would have been necessary. 135 boys
and girls were under the supervision of the social service department November
30, 1929. They have been placed in their own homes or in wage homes through
social service. 135 children would fill to overflowing a dormitory at the School.

Their places are occupied by new admissions in need of the special care and training

here given to mental defectives.

If the economic aspects of the problem are being considered an estimate might
be made of the cost of maintenance of this group of 135 children if they were cared

for at the school. Or a review of the savings accounts of these children might be
interesting. Financial statements are regularly sent to the school by employers
of girls in wage homes. Of the 135 on parole there are 59 girls in wage homes.
The amount of their sa/vings is $12,205.01.

The length of time on parole is shown in the following table. This applies to

the total number, 135.

To 1 yr. 1-2 years 2-4 years 4-6 years Over 6 years Total

Girls 36 18 22 15 11 102

Boys 13 4 14 2 - 33

It will be seen that 64 children have been in the community over 2 ye£ns— an
indication of fairly good adjustment.

The placement and supervision of children in the community has occupied most
of the time of the social workers during the past year.

Number placed during the year— girls 46, boys 13

November 30, 1929 Girls Boys
Number employed in wage homes 59
Number employed, misc. work, boarding 5 10

Number employed, misc. work, living with relatives, aiding

family financially 16 22
Number unemployed, outside of home, aiding family with labor. . 17 1

183 investigations were made in connection with placements, 965 visits to children's

employers, relatives and social agencies in the supervision and placement of the
children.

Training was given to two students from the Simmon's College School of Social

Work over a period of 4 months. The plans for 1929-1930 include the training of two
other students from this school durjng their period for field work. The appoint-
ment was made November 1 of Mrs. Dorothy W. Doe as assistant social worker.

Attendance at the monthly conferences of the Department of Mental Diseases,

the group conferences of the Division of the Feeble-minded, the New England
Conference of Child Welfare and meetings of other social agencies interested in

girls and boys have kept the department acquainted with the developments in

the fields of psychiatric, family and children's social case work. Help and genuine
interest in the continuance and development of this department have been given
at personal conferences with the superintendent of the school and with the Director
of Social Service of the Department of Mental Diseases.

Respectfully submitted,

HAWLEY PIERCE FOSTER,
Head Social Worker.
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REPORT OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL EXAMINER
To the Superintendent of the Wrentham State School.

I hereby respectfully submit to you this annual report for the year ending
November 30, 1929.

The Wrentham Travelling School Clinic during the year ending November 30,
1929 examined 777 children. The work has been carried on in the usual way in

conformity with the system and classification prescribed by the Department of

Mental Diseases. It has progressed pleasantly and without incident except that
the district assigned has been increased by the addition of the city of Cambridge.
Here we made our first survey of retarded pupils, examining practically all those
enrolled in the special classes.

Examinations were made in the following towns a.nd cities: Attleboro, 58;

North Attleborough, 8; Brockton, 119; Chelsea, 106; Franklin, 12; Winthrop, 47;

Cambridge, 204; Dedham, 76; Milford, 20; Quincy, 87; Plymouth, 40.

The diagnosis of these children is as follows: 341 or 45 per cent, were definitely

feeble-minded, — 27 of this group had an intelligence rating below 50; 253 were
classed in the borderline group; 132 ranked as dull while 51 were of average in-

telligence; 26 were referred for re-examination in another year as a definite rating

could not be fairly determined.
The physical condition of 300 or 38.7 per cent, of those examined will require

further consideration by the school or local physician since they had some definite

physical defect. 130 were underweight 7 per cent, or more. 46 were above the
average weight to such an extent that full mental functioning was less keen. 6 were
found afflicted with epilepsy; 7 showed endocrine imbalance; 3 were psycho-
neurotic and 1 had a definite psychosis; 2 showed evidence of tuberculosis; 3 were
Monogolian imbeciles; 1 cretinoid; 2 had a cardiac lesion and 2 showed evidences

of inherited syphilis.

For 203 it was recommended that they remain in the grades; 53 with special

coaching could probably continue in their classes; 259 or 33 per cent, classified for

a special class for elementary work; 182 were assigned to an average special group
where they would be better placed socially; 40 need institutional care. One needed
to advance to a higher grade. One would be trained better in a school for the deaf.

Two were too immature mentally to profit by attendance at school; 10 were advised

to seek employment; 14 had a court record, being delinquent other than truancy.

It may be of interest to note there were 235 children whose parents were both
American born; 102 had one parent American the other of foreign birth; 413 or

53 per cent, were offspring of parents both of foreign birth; 12 were of mixed foreign

parentage. The nativity of the parents of 15 children is unknown, they being either

children of adoption or dependent and living in boarding homes. 21 different

nationalities were represented by those of foreign birth.

Institutional care was recommended only in the cases requiring the most urgent

need of such supervision because of the overcrowded condition of the State Train-

ing Schools. The special classes in the public schools are doing excellent work in

caring for the retarded child but they, too are not numerous enough or as carefully

graded as to adequately teach all those children who would benefit by them.
In looking backward one can, however, see a better understanding of this

problem in the community, and hold an optimistic view into the future for the

care of the handicapped child in the public school and home.

Respectfully submitted,

ALICE M. PATTERSON, M.D.

REPORT OF THE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT
To the Superintendent of the Wrentham State School:

I hereby respectfully submit to you the report of the School Department for the

year ending November 30, 1929.

We have endeavored during the past year to emphasize more than ever the

training of the lower grade children. With this end in view, we have re-organized
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our sense training and lower classes. Many of the older children who have had this

training for several years were placed in other useful occupations and the younger
ones given a more intensive training. Several classes in hand training and house -

hold duties have been formed in the dormitories to augment the work done in the
regular classroom.

The next morning after a child is admitted to the institution, he is brought to

the school to be examined as to his ability and placed in classes. The majority of

the children are unevenly developed as to school ability, — they may be able to

read in a second reader and unable to do the most simple number work. We place

them in class according to their best subject, striving to bring them up to grade in

their poorer subjects by means of games and devices that will urge the child to do
his utmost. We follow no standard system for the teaching of reading but use

an adaption of many. We know that many of our boys and girls will never learn

to read from a book but we try to have them recognize certain phrases and directions

that will be most useful to them in the community, such as stop, danger, exit, go..

fire-escape, etc. Arithmetical training is most elementary — the four processes

are taught in very simple form. By means of the model store these four processes

are put into practical use. The social studies are taught largely by means of

stories and pictures. Project work is done in this connection.

The two physical training departments reach a larg,e number of children from
the heavy, sluggish boys and girls who need much active work to the higher grade
children who receive advanced calisthenics and aesthetic dancing.

In addition to the usual work of the music department, we have organized classes

in voice culture, also a drum and bugle corp for the younger boys.

The other special departments such as domestic science, sloyd and story telling

have been carried on successfully during the year. From the domestic science

training room we have sent} a goodly number of girls out into the community as

mother's helpers. To the young children and to the blind children, the story-

telling has proven a great joy. Classes for the deaf children have continued and,

while the improvement is slow, yet some progress has been noted.

The improvement in diction throughout the school has been most marked due
to the excellent training that has been given regularly by a special teacher in this

subject.

The social life, as usual, has been very active. The regular weekly parties in the
dormitories were well planned and executed, many pleasing programs being pre-

sented. Motion pictures and dances were weekly affairs during the year and greatly

enjoyed by the children. Several excellent programs were brought to the school

by interested friends.

Christmas, long and not too patiently awaited, was a very happy time. Using
the younger children in our cast, we presented a very novel, up-to-date, operetta,

"Santa's Air Line".
On Christmas eve twelve heavily laden trees awaited Santa Claus. The music

on Christmas Sunday, prepared and rendered by the school choir, at the several

services, was truly beautiful and inspiring.

The annual operetta given by the boys and girls, was this year entitled "Pickles".
It was very successful and was presented to several audiences in our own Assembly
Hall and to several in neighboring institutions.

On Fourth of July morning, the circus, an annual affair, was given, in which
over 200 children took part. The usual track and field events were enjoyed during
the afternoon. Community singing and fireworks ended a full and perfect day.
The summer playground work was successfully carried on by two playground

teachers and at the close of the season an entertainment and instructive exhibition

was given.

In conclusion I wish to say that the work carried on through the school year
could not have been accomplished without the hearty co-operation received from
the corp of teachers.

Respectfully submitted,

PEARL H. LITTLEFIELD,
Head Teacher.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

To the Department of Mental Diseases:

I respectfully submit the following rep6rt of the finances of this institution for

the fiscal year ending November 30, 1929.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Cash Account

Receipts
Income:

Board of Patients $1 1,967 . 84
$11,967.84

Personal Services:
Reimbursement from Board of Retirement 168 . 22

Sales

:

Travel, transportation and office expenses 1 79. 79
Food 1,877 . 35
Clothing and materials 167 . 60
Furnishings and household supplies 54.24
Medical and general care 1 . 00
Heat, light and power 8 . 50
Farm:
Cows and calves 342 . 29
Pigs and hogs 30 . 00
Hides 64.50
Wood 136 . 00
Vegetables 117.50
Molasses bbls 10.35

Garage, stable and grounds 3 . 00
P.epairs, ordinary 60 . 1

1

Total sales $2,952.23
Miscellaneous:

Interest on Patient's funds $27.81
Rent 714.70

742.51

Total, income $15,830.80

Maintenance
Balance from previous year, brought forward $8,31 1 . 79
Appropriations, current year $509,400 . 00

Letter June 11, 1929 6,000.00

Total .' $523,711.79
Expenses (as analyzed below) 511,553.54

Balance reverting to Treasury of Commonwealth $12,158.25

Analysis of Expenses
Personal Services $226,916.38
Religious instruction 1,790.00
Travel, transnortation and office expenses 6,368 . 06
Food 90,471.40
Clothing and materials 23,993 . 42
Furnishings and household supplies 25,966. 20
Medical and general care 9,594 . 00
Heat, light and power 40,217.61
Farm.. 42,451.04
Garage, stable and grounds 8,191 . 15

Repairs, ordinary 14,014.84
Repairs and renewals 21,579.44

Total expenses for Maintenance $511,553.54

Special Appropriations
Balance December 1, 1928 $45,^09.88
Appropriations for current year 104,600.00

Total $149,609 . 88
Expended during the year (see statement below) $77,202 . 77
Reverting to Treasury of Commonwealth *7 . 12

77,209.89

Balance November 30, 1929, carried to next year $72,399 . 99
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Object Act or
Resolve

Whole
Amount

Expended
During

Fiscal Year

Total
Expended
to Date

Balance
at End
of Year

Hay Barn 1927-138
Laundry Equipment 1927-138
Cow Barn 1927-138
Resetting Boilers 1928-127
Nursery Building 1928-127
Purchase of Silo 1928-127
Remodeling House 1928-127
Additional Resetting Boilers 1929-146
Hospital Furnishings Contagious. . . . 1929-146
Addition to Dormitory K Building . . . 1929-146
Furnishings for Nursery Building 1929-146
Nursery Building 1929 1929-146
Garage 1929-146
Repair of Officer's Cottage 1929-386
Power Equipment 1929-386

$8,000.00
4,000.00
6,000.00
8,000.00

50,000.00
1,000.00

10,000.00
4,500.00
5,600.00
9,500.00
6,000.00

50,000.00
5,000.00
4,000.00

20,000.00

$61.15
24.01
52.23

368 . 58
41,198.03

39.25
2,153.63
4,163.68
529.20

3,397.72
2,430.88

17,624.12
1.317.50
3,842.79

$7,<;98.41
3,995.67
5,998.80
7,962.39

49,582.42
972.64

9,376.67
4,163.68
529.20

3,397.72
2,430.88

17,624.12
1,317.50
3,842.79

$191,600.00 $77,202.77 $119,192.89

$1.59f
4.33f
1.20f
37.61

417.58
27.36

623

.

33
336.32

5,070.80
6,102.28
3,569.12

32,375.88
3,682.50
157.21

20,000.00

$72,407.11

Balance reverting to Treasury of the Commonwealth during year (mark item with *) $7. 12*

Balance carried to next year $72,399 . 99

Total as above $72,407 . 1

1

Per Capita

During the year the average number of inmates has been 1,383.4685
Total cost for maintenance, $511,553.54
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $7.1108 (52 weeks to year)
Receipt from sales, $2,952.23
Equal to a weekly per capita of $.0409
All other institution receipts, $12,878.57
Equal to a weekly per capita of $.1785
Net weekly per capita, $6.8908

Respectfully submitted,

ELIZABETH OLDHAM,
Treasurer.

VALUATION
November 30, 1929

Real Estate
Land, 590 acres $19,283 . 50
Buildings 1,358,045.83

$1,377,329.33

Personal Property
Travel, transportation and office expenses $250. 00
Food 11,624.58
Clothing and materials 30,803 . 41
Furnishings and household supplies 168,371 . 63
Medical and general care 8,127 . 40
Heat, light and power 12,236.06
Farm 46,228 . 43
Garage, stables and grounds 6,497 . 52
Repairs 12,937.75

$297,076.78

Summary
Real estate $1,377 . 329,33
Personal property 297,076 . 78

$1,674,406.11

STATISTICAL TABLES
As Adopted by the American Association for the Study of the Feeble-
minded, Prescribed by the Massachusetts Department of Mental Diseases

Table 1. General Information

1. Date of opening as an institution for feebleminded, 1910.
2. Type of institution, State.
3. Institution plant:

Value of institution property

:

Land '. $19,283 . 50
Buildings 346,667 . 35
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Betterments 1,011,349.

Real estate, including buildings $1,377,300.73
Personal property

. 297,076 . 78

Total acreage of main institution property, 590 acres.
Total acreage under cultivation during year, 304 J^ acres.

4. Officers and employees:

Superintendents
Assistant superintendents
Other staff physicians 2
Psychologists -

Resident dentists 1

Principal of school -

Teachers of grade subjects
Teachers of special subjects 3

Social workers -

Stewards -

Matrons -

Attendants 12
All others 42

Actually in Service
at End of Year

M. F. T.
1 - 1

$1,674,377.51

Vacancies at End
of Year

M. F. T.

1 - 1

3 5

2 2
- 1

1 1

6 6
8 11
1 1

8 8
116 128
18 60

2

2
2

2

1

20
1

1

20
7

Total officers and employees
Census of patient population at end of year
In institution:

61

M.
Feeble-minded (not epileptic) 459

... 39

... 30
Feeble-minded epileptics

Others (specify) I.Q. . 75 and over

Total 528
Enrolled but absent from institution:

M.
On parole 32
On visit 22
On escape (not paroled) 19

Total . . .

Grand Total

.

73
601

White
F.
742
50
23

815

Whi te
F.
90
25
9

124
939

225

T.
1,201

89
53

1,343

T.
122
47
28

197
1,540

25 33

M.
6. Average daily number of patients actually in institution during year543 . 1013

Table 2. Financial Statement

See Treasurer's Report for data requested under this table.

Table 3. (a). Movement of Feeble-minded* Population

For year beginning October 1, 1928 and ended September 30, 1929
M. I

1. Feebleminded on books of institution at beginning of institution year:
In institution
Away from institution

Colored
M. F. T.
19 25 44

1 2 3
4 2 6

24 29

Colored

53

M. F. T.
1 10 11
1 —

1

2 - 2

4 10 14
28 39 67

F. T
839.1397 1,382 2410

. Total
Admissions during year:

a. First Admissions
b. Readmissions
c. Transfers from other institutions for feebleminded.

Total received during year
3. Total on books during year
4. Discharges during year (not including transfers and deaths)
5. Transfers to other institutions for feebleminded within state
6. Died during year
7. Total discharged, transferred and died during year
8. Feebleminded remaining on books of institution at end of institution

year:
In institution
Away from institution

Total

495 813
54 88

550 901

62 63
3 3
- 3

65 68
615 970
27 27
— 2
16 10
43 39

514 817
58 114

1,309
142

1,451

57.

1,331
172

1,503

*Anv patients with epilepsy who are not feebleminded should be excluded from this table, but included
in Table 3-6.

Table 3 (b). Movement of Total Patient Population

For year beginning October 1, 1928 and ended September 30, 1929
M. F. T.

1, On books of institution at beginning of institution year:
In institution ' 540 852 1,392
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Away from institution

Total
2. Received during year. ...'..

3. Total on books during year.
4. Discharged:

Into community
To all other institutions . .

Died

Total
On books of institution at end of institution year:

In institution
Away from institution

15

71 99 170

611
67

678

951
69

1,020

1,562
136

1,698

33

16

30
2

10

63
2

26

49 42 91

552
77

844
134

1,396
211

Total

.

978 1,607

Table 4. Mental Status of First Admissions and Readmission

Note: Tables 4-13, inclusive, are for year ended September 30, 1929.

Mental Status Total First Admissions Rer.d mission

Idiot
M. F.
17 13
28 20
20 33

T.
30
48
53

M. F. T.
17 13 30

25 19 44
20 31 51

M. F. T.

Imbecile 3 1 4
2 2

Total* 65 66 131 62 63 125 3 3 6

*Total number of first admissions and readmissions, in this and subsequent tables dealing with admissions
should agree with data given in Table 3-a

Table 5. Nativity of First Admission and of Parents of First Admissions

Nativity Patients
Parents of Male

Patients
Farents of Female

Patients

United States
Canada l

Males

60
1

1

Females

59
3
1

Total

119
4
1

1

Both
fathers Mothers Parents

31 35 24
7 9 4
2
1 1 1

1

2 3 1

3 3 3

1 1 1

1

4 3 3
5 4 4

1

1 1 1

1 1 1

2

Both
Fathers Mothers Parents

27 26 18
7 11 6

England 1 1

2 - -
Holland 1

.Ireland 5 5 2

Italy 7 7 7

Norway
Poland 2 2 2

Portugal
4 4 4

Scotland 2

1

Sweden
Turkey in Asia
West Indies 2

Unascertained

3 2 2

3 t 1

Total 63 63 125 62 62 43 63 63 42

includes Newfoundland 2Except Cuba and Porto Rico

Table 6. Citizenship of First Admissions

Citizens by birth
M.
60
2

F.
59
4

T.
119

6

Total 62 63 125



16 P.D. 78

Table 7. Age of First Admissions Classified with Reference to Mental Status

Age Group

Under 10 years. . .

10 to 14 years. . . .

15 to 19 years. . . .

20 to 24 years. . . .

25 to 29 years. . . .

30 to 34 years. . . .

35 to 39 years
40 years and over.

Total

Total

M. F.

33 21
19 16
8 15
2 6

1

- 2

1

- 1

62 63 125

Idiot

M. F. T.

12 9 21
4 2 6
1 1 2

1 1

17 li 30

Imbecile

M. F. T.

17 8 25
6 5 11
1 3 4
1 2 3

1 1

25 19 44

Moron

20 31 51

Table 8. Marital Condition of First Admissions Classified with Reference to

Mental Status

Marital Condition

Single

Total Idiot Imbecile Moron

M. F. T.
62 60 122
- 2 2

1 1

M. F. T.
17 13 30

M. F. T.
25 18 43

1 1

M. F. T.
20 29 49

1 1

1 1

Total 62 63 125 17 13 30 25 19 44 20 31 51

Table 9. Environment of First Admissions Classified with Reference to Mental
Status

Environment
Total Idiot Imbecile Moron

M. F. T.
58 60 118
4 3 7

M. F. T.
15 11 26
2 2 4

M. F. T.
24 19 43

1 - 1

M. F. T.
19 30 49

Rural . ... 1 1 2

Total 62 63 125 17 13 30 25 19 44 20 31 51

Table 10. Economic Condition of Families of First Admissions Classified with

Reference to Mental Status

Economic Condition
Total Idiot Imbecile Moron

M. F. T.
8 22 30

45 34 79
9 7 16

M. F. T.2-2
11 11 22
4 2 6

M. F. T.
2 8 10

22 9 31
1 2 3

M. F. T.
4 14 18

12 14 26 i

4 3 7

Total 62 63 125 17 13 30 25 19 44 20 31 51

Table 11. Discharges Classified with Reference to Mental Status and
Chronological Age

Age Group

Under 10 years. . .

10 to 14 years. . . .

15 to 19 years. . . .

20 to 24 years. . . .

25 to 29 years. . . .

30 to 34 years
35 to 39 years
40 to 44 years
45 years and over

.

Total

!

Total

T.
5
7

17
14
6

2 2

1 1

2 2

27 27 54

Idiot Imbecile Moron

9 11 20 12 16 28

^otal number discharged should agree with item 4 in Table 3-a.
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Table 12. Deaths Classified with Reference to Mental Status and Chronogical Age

Age Group
Total Idiot Imbecile

M. F.
9 3
2 1

2 5

2 1

1

T.
12
3
7

3

1

M.
7

1

2

2

1

F.
3

3

T.
10
1

5

2

1

M. F. T.2-2
1 1 2
- 2 2

20 to 24 years - 1 1

25 to 29 years
30 to 34 years

_ _ _

Total » 16 10 26 13 6 19 3 4 7

iTotal deaths in this and the following table should agree with item 6 in Table 3-a.

Table 13. Causes of Death Classified with Reference to Mental Status

Causes of Death

General Di
Influenza
Tuberculosis of lungs
Other general diseases

Nervous System:
Epilepsy

Respiratory System:
Bronchopneumonis
Lobar pneumonia

Digestive System:
Diarrhea and enteritis

Hernia and intestinal obstruction
Genito-Unrinary System:

Chronic nephritis
Diseases of Bones and Locomotor System:

Malformations

Total.

Total

16 10 26

Idiot

M.

10

Imbecile

M. F. T.

-33
1

1

3 4




