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REPORT OF TRUSTEES
To His Excellency, the Governor, and the General Court:

The trustees of the Wrentham State School have the honor to present their report

for the twenty-sixth year of the school.

The year has been marked by the adjustment of the school's administration to

the loss of the superintendent whose mastery of its development had been from
the beginning the vital centre of its progress. Upon the death of Dr. Wallace in

July, 1930, Raymond A. Kinmonth, M.D., was chosen as the Acting Superintendent

and he has served in that capacity throughout the year.

In October, the trustees, acting under the authority of the statute which places

the choice of the superintendent upon them, chose for the position one whose quali-

fications they regarded as distinctly fitting him for the place. Prior to doing so

there had been earnest search for a successor to Dr. Wallace who would maintain
the high standards he had established. There had also been informal conferences

with the Commissioner, m the first instance by the entire board and in later ones

by certain of its members, in which the depaitment indicated from the outset its

insistence upon its choice based upon a policy of recognizing its own personnel to

the exclusion of all other possibilities. Alternatives were discussed, without effect,

and the issue settled down to a point of difference which has not been resolved during

the year.

The trustees have acted upon the clear direction of the statute. Their insistence

has been upon their responsibility and upon the distinguished fitness of the man
of their choice for the task of maintaining the high standard of service which had
signalized Wrentham as a model institution. The issue was taken up by His

Excellency, Governor Allen, in the last days of his administration in an earnest

effort on his part to reach an adjustment which continued without success up to

the final hours of his term.

The trustees have constantly sought to bring about a conclusion that would
meet what they regard as the need of the school and the interests of the Common-
wealth in its progressive administration. While the issue is over a choice for this

vitally important office it is also and fundamentally one as to the recognition of
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the authority and accountability of boards of trustees. As such we regret to re-

port that the year ends with no choice made and ratified and with the relative

responsibilities of trustees and department an open and vexed issue.

Under conditions of obvious difficulty, with his authority limited to a routine

management, without power to even fill staff vacancies and v/ith the constantly

impending end to his service, Dr. Kinmonth has discharged his responsible duties

with constant faithfulness and marked ability. He has had the unqualified co-

operation and support of the entire official corps of the school. While certain of

the projects begun in the Wallace administration have necessarily been in sus-

pension, it is to the credit of the acting superintendent and his associates that the

interests of the school have suffered the least conceivable harm by the unsettle-

ment of succession in the superintendency. For the record of the year, the acting

superintendent's report, herewith submitted, is an ample statement.

On the Wrentham estate, with its visible evidences of Dr. Wallace's service,

and of the Commonwealth's support of his constantly progressive projects, there

stands one silent reminder of his unfulfilled vision. It is the clinical research build-

ing. It stands, as well, a monument to the advance of thought in the field of the

public's concern as to mental defect. It signalizes, ineffectually to be sure but
with at least a hope of ultimate effect, the unwillingness of an intelligent people

to accept as end-results the unhappy product of conditions not yet understood
and of causes not yet explored. The possible advances in research, for which this

building was provided, is one of the interests the trustees have sought to secure in

the choice of a superintendent. Whatever the outcome as to the personal lead-

ership in the organization there should be no defeat of the Commonwealth's even-

tual leadership in this undertaking. Restriction in outlay may indeed delay the

use of this building and of the human case-resources of the institution to illuminate

the now dark corners of a great problem. Perhaps the immediate dollar must at pre-

sent obscure the eventual savings in terms of public burden of uncounted dollars,

not to mention the other social costs of uncomprehended mental defect. But a

great utility to the public awaits the scientific study to which this building now in

silent eloquence points the way. The research building would fittingly be given the

name of the superintendent who sought its addition to the school's equipment for

real public service but not so long as it stands idle and useless, as he never did.

The turn of a quarter century in the history of the Wrentham State School

might well be occasion for observance. The existing situation, with the shadow
of the loss of the leader resting as a restraint upon celebration and the uncomfort-
able situation as to the succession, is not favorable to more than a passing note.

Three of the present board of seven members were original appointees. They and
their associates, all of whom are as deeply concerned, deeply regret the controversy

which they can foresee is to end in a capitulation involving both the best interests

of the Commonwealth as to the school and the principle of trustees' responsibility

as it stands in our laws, unless there shall be determination by authority not as

between persons officially concerned but as to the quality of the service to be
secured.

Respectfully submitted,

Albert L. Harwood, Chairman Thomas H. Ratigan
Mrs. Willard Scott Philip Rubenstein
Herbert Parsons, Secretary Katherine D. Hardwick

Trustees.

REPORT OF ACTING SUPERINTENDENT
To the Trustees of the Wrentham State School:

I hereby respectfully submit to you this annual report for the year ending
November 30, 1931. The movement of the population has been as follows:

Male Female Total

1. On Books of institution November 30, 1930:

In institution 602 938 1,510

Absent 68 129 197

Total 670 1,037 1,707
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2.

5.

Admissions during year:

First admissions
Readmissions
Transfers from other institutions for feebleminded

Total received during year.
Total on books during year

Dismissals during year:

Discharges (not transfers nor deaths)
Transfers to other institutions for feebleminded
Deaths (includes deaths away from institution

Total dismissed during year .

Remaining on books of institution Nov. 30, 19(

In institution

Absent

61 109

1

170

1

ed — -

61

731
110

1,147

171

1,878

35

10

32

15

18

67

15

28

45 65 110

632
54

973

109
1,605

163

Total 686 1,082 1,768

Of the 171 admissions during the year, the following table gives the ages in

five-year periods:

Admissions during the year, December 1, 1930 to November 30, 1931

Ages
Under 5 years

5 to 9 years

10 to 14 years

15 to 19 years

20 to 24 years

25 to 29 years

30 to 34 years

35 to 39 years

40 to 44 years

45 to 49 years

50 to 54 years

55 to 59 years

Total admissions

ales Females Total

8 10 18

35 41 76
7 23 30

9 21 30
2 7 9
- 4 4
- 1 1

- 1 1
- 1 1

61 110 171

The general physical condition of the pupils, in the main, has been good. There
have not been any epidemics of serious contagious diseases or any serious accidents.

During the winter months there was a mild epidemic of German measles, 82 cases

being reported and during the year there were 47 cases of chickenpox and also

24 cases of tuberculosis reported to the Board of Health. The majority of the

latter did not show any active symptoms but were reported as the result of a

survey made last year by the Department of Public Health. These cases reacted

to the Von Pirquet test and showed tubercular lesions on x-ray examination. Two
girls were admitted with gonorrheal infection and 7 with positive Wassorman
reaction. There were also 9 cases of lobar pneumonia. No sudden deaths occurred

that required the services of a medical examiner and there were not any autopsies.

The total number of deaths during the year was 24 and the death rate, 12.77

per 1,000. Eleven of these deaths were caused by pulmonary tuberculosis. Causes
of death were as follows: Arteriosclerosis, 1; Bronchial asthma, 1; bronchopneu-
monia, 5; endocarditis— chronic rheumatic, 1 ; diarrheal enteritis, 1; pneumonia
— lobar, 2; epilepsy, 1; syphilis— congenital, 1; tuberculosis— pulmonary, 11;

Total, 24.

While some of our farm crops fell a little behind the production of last year,

other crops were more successful. The potato crop was the best we ever had
totaling 6,483 bushels from 25 acres, giving an average of 280 bushels per acre.

There were 172 acres under cultivation, as follows:
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Garden 49, potatoes 25, ensilage corn 22, fruit 20, mangels 3, rye 3, hay 50 of

which 10 were newly seeded this year. There was an abundance of fresh vegetables

from the garden throughout the season and a surplus for canning and winter

storage. Sufficient ensilage corn was harvested to carry the cows through the

winter until the green feed comes in. Small fruits did fairly well but the apple

crop was very poor. The hay crop was unusually good and green feed was avail-

able from the opening of the season until frost.

In addition, 47 tons of cured hay were stored for winter use. The dairy herd

made progress during the year; from natural increase 7 cows and 7 heifers were
added. The health and condition of the herd is good and the trouble from difficult

breeding which we have had in the past, is clearing up. The average production

per cow has increased from 11,609 lbs. for 1930 to 11,982.16 for 1931 or 283.16

lbs. per cow.

The poultry has added another good year to their past record, doing better than
ever before. Three thousand chickens were purchased from which 1,403 pullets

were raised. The average number kept through the year was 921.14. They
laid 165,354 eggs or an average of 168.66 eggs per hen, an average of 7 more eggs

per hen than last year. The new flock raised in 1931 for 1932 production has
started off better than last year so that another good year is in prospect.

During the year 30,151 pounds of dressed pork were sent to the storeroom which
is less than the previous year but this is balanced by having a larger herd on hand
for the new year. Pork production was somewhat cut down by unseasonably cold

weather with consequent loss of pigs during the farrowing season.

Very little new land was cleared last year as the group who usually does this

work was required to complete the construction program commenced last year.

In January, the second of the new nursery group was completed and opened.
The first one had reached its capacity so the girls were moved to the new building

and the boys remained in the first nursery. The first one is again filled to over its

capacity. In a few months we expect to open the third of this group which was
completed during the year.

The Children's Clinical Building which was begun at the close of last year has
been completed and is ready for equipment.
The addition to Dormitory "K" has been opened and is now filled to capacity.

This has been a great help in giving better care to our crippled children.

A new parking space has been constructed in front of the Children's Clinical

Building of ample size and designed to care for a large number of cars.

An addition to the employees' dining-room has been completed and new equip-

ment installed in the Service building which makes for better and more efficient

service in this department.
The system of tunnels has been further extended by 1,550 feet so that now all

buildings with the exception of the farm department are connected with the power
house by tunnel.

The old wooden blacksmith shop has been torn down and a new one of cement
blocks constructed next to the garage. The old wooden buildings in the storage

yard have been removed and a fence built around this area. Construction of the
new concrete piggery has been started and is well advanced.
One of the old dynamos in the power plant has been replaced changing our plant

from a Grade "C" to a Grade "A" plant and a new switchboard has also been
installed.

A new water pipe line has been laid to one of the physician's cottages giving better

fire protection to this home.
The digging of 9 new wells has been started and should give us an ample water

supply for some time to come.

. The laying of new floors of asphalt tile in the basement dining rooms of several

dormitories has been continued. A number of buildings have been newly painted
and equipped with new window shades.

A new and more adequate lighting system has been installed about the grounds
so that the main roads are now well lighted.

A new washer and extractor have been installed in the laundry as well as a
new starch cooker.

The old plumbing in one of the dormitories has been replaced by modern plumbing.
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A new mortiser has been added to the industrial department.
This year we have been able to secure the services of a trained physical director,

who has had general charge of the athletic activities, such as baseball, football,
basketball, wrestling and the boys' gymnasium. The boys' baseball team has had
a particularly satisfactory year, having won a large majority of games played; The
girls have shown considerable interest and enthusiasm for basketball but, unfor-
tunately, we have not any suitable place where this game can be played during
the winter. An outdoor court was used during the fall while the weather permitted.
The usual moving pictures, dances and entertainments have furnished the children
with many enjoyable evenings. We have been fortunate in having several plays
and entertainments given by outside talent. The annual spring play was very
successful and drew a large number of visitors from outside the institution. During
the summer, picnics were held at Nipmuc Park in Mendon for the older children
who did not go home on vacation and were very much enjoyed. Rides and picnics

were also given to the younger and lower grade children at a lake in Sharon.
During the year we lost through death, Mr. Roswell Fairman who had been our

director of music since September 1922. During his service he did a great deal for

the music department and showed an unfailing interest and enthusiasm, not
alone in his own department, but in all of the activities of the school. Although for

more than a year his health had been failing, and he had to give up some of his

other activities, he retained his interest and affection for the school and carried on
until the end. We have been fortunate in being able to secure as his successor,

his assistant, Mr. Robert Gray, who brings to the work the same enthusiasm and
devotion. Mrs. Jennie Gilbert, dietitian, resigned her position in October to

accept another. Mrs. Gilbert gave long and faithful service in several departments
of the institution. Her place has been taken by Miss Marjorie Webster, who comes
to us with two years experience as dietitian at the Medfield State Hospital.

Lectures and clinical demonstrations have been given during the year to the
following groups:

Dr. Cabot's class in sociology of Harvard, Radcliffe class in sociology, Harvard
post-graduate class of public health and class in abnormal psychology from Welles-

ley College.

The school has entertained numerous groups of visitors, many of them from other

states and foreign countries.

In our report of last year our social workers called attention to the need for more
specialized training for girls who are prospective parole cases. I believe this is

very true and of great importance. We are not at present, doing all that should be
done to properly train our girls to enable them to readily adjust themselves in

private homes. The transition from the institution, where things are done on a

large scale, en masse, as it were, to a small home, often proves too much for their

powers of adaptability. At present there is no place in the institution where such

training can be given except in the cottages of the staff where only one girl at a

time can be trained and this is wholly inadequate. Training might be provided

if there was available a group of rooms which could be furnished like the average

wage home in charge of a well-trained housekeeper, where small groups could be

trained in the routine of the usual small household.

Our parole system has felt somewhat the effect of the depression. In some cases

wage homes have been obliged to reduce pay and others have been unable to keep

the girls. It has also become more difficult to secure homes for the girls.

The overcrowding of the school has become a matter of grave concern. Many of

the dormitories have 10 to 14 more children than the estimated capacity, which
has required crowding of beds in the wards to an almost dangerous degree and in

some buildings the dining room and day room space is hardly adequate. When it

is considered there is a waiting list for admission of nearly one thousand and that

this list is rapidly increasing, there seems to be a question as to whether we have

attacked the problem in just the right way. Is segregation alone the answer? It

would scarcely seem so as the building of institutions does not keep pace with the

demand made for institutional care and besides, throws an enormous burden on

the tax payers. In recent years, medical science has made great strides in reducing

many diseases by the application of the old adage "an ounce of prevention is worth
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a pound of cure". May this not be as applicable in mental deficiency as well as

to such diseases as tuberculosis, typhoid fever, etc.? Is not the time ripe to seriously

consider means of preventing the increase of mental deficiency? Among such

methods of prevention we naturally come to the consideration of the advisability

of selective sterilization of the hereditary type of feeblemindedness. It is scarcely

within the scope of this report to present an argument for sterilization but rather

to point out that if we had such a sterilization law in this state, similar to those

of some other states, it would be possible to parole under supervision a much
larger number of patients than we are able to place out at present. Many of our

higher grade patients would not have to remain for so many years in the institu-

tion and their places could be taken by others needing the training which the

institution affords. Thus, a much larger number would be able to receive this

training and return again to the community as useful citizens, as assets instead of

liabilities.

Twenty-four states now have sterilization laws and reports from states using

such a law seem to indicate that most of the fears of those who opposed this pro-

cedure have been exaggerated.

One of the most important features in the training of the mentally deficient is

the teaching of industrial work. This is carried on here in two special industrial

buildings, one for girls and one for boys. The girls are given instruction in sewing,

dressmaking, basketry, rug making, embroidery, millinery, weaving, tool leather

work and other handi-crafts. The boys are instructed in shoe-repairing, furniture,

repairing, broom and brush making and boys who show special aptitude, are

trained in carpentry as assistants in the carpenter shop. There is also a well-

equipped beauty parlor and barber shop connected with the industrial department.
Every department of the institution— that is, power house, carpenter shop,

garage, barn, etc., is made a part of this industrial training. Low grade children

are not forgotten, special classes being arranged for them, and during the summer
an out-of-door training class is conducted, where the younger, low-grade children

are taught the use of shovels, saws, hammers, nails, and how to pick up and pile

wood and stone. This training is carried still further with the crippled children

who have classes in the dormitories in which they live. Many of them, because of

paralysis, mostly of the spastic type, have to go about in wheel chairs, which
makes it impracticable for them to attend the regular industrial classes so the

classes are brought to them. The work these pupils do in basketry, brush making,
toy making, painting, caning, is quite remarkable. The pride they show in their

work makes one appreciate how important it is for these cases to realize that they
are, after all, able to do something useful. One cannot help but admire the spirit

of one boy, who, handicapped both physically and mentally and unable to use

his hands, yet has learned to cane chairs using his toes. Anyone who sees the pleased

expression of this boy's face when visitors admire his work and express surprise

that such finished work can be done in this way, must feel that such training is well

worth while.

For the financial transactions of the institution, I refer you to the treasurer's

report and for the more detailed activities of the social service, school, dental and
out-patient departments, I refer you to reports of the heads of these departments.

I would like to call attention to the assistance and cooperation of the Massachu-
setts General Hospital in caring for and treating cases that call for more radical

care and special treatment than can be given in our hospital and also to the
Pondville Hospital for their help in diagnosis and treatment of special cases.

I would like at this time to express appreciation to the American Legion, the

Dramatic Club of Wrentham, the Legion Band of Attleboro and employees of the

Medfield State Hospital for the fine entertainments given our children during the
school year which added a great deal to their enjoyment. Also, to the clergymen
who have administered to the spiritual needs of our children in conducting the usual

religious services and administering to the sick and to the Board of Trustees for

their helpful advice.

Respectfully submitted,

RAYMOND A. KINMONTH,
Acting Superintendent.
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REPORT OF THE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT
To the Acting Superintendent of the Wrentham State School:

I hereby respectfully submit this annual report of the School Department for

the year ending November 30, 1931.

The work in this department has progressed steadily during the past year. We
have had 714 children in classes divided as foliows-

Boys Girls

Sense training 57 45
Kindergarten 49 33
Grades 107 120
Music* 54 85
Gymnasium* 35 65
Domestic Science* - 64

Exclusive of above classes.

As has been our aim in the past, the greatest effort has been devoted to the
lower grade classes and the results have been most encouraging. We have in our
higher grades this year several boys and girls who received their first training in

these sense training classes. The kindergarten has furnished much needed instruc-

tion to a large group of little folks. The fundamentals of reading constitute the
major part of first and second grade work — we follow no definite reading system
but select the best for our needs from many. Work in these grades is carried on to

a large extent in the form of games. Competition also plays a large part. Each
child is advanced to the next higher class just as soon as he is able to do a fair

amount of work in his own grade.

The physical training departments have served a goodly number of our total

population. Last summer for the first time the girls were taught and played inter-

building basketball. These games will be continued during the winter. Wrestling
has proved a very popular sport among the older boys. Several exhibition matches
have been played and were enjoyed by the entire school.

The music department has continued to serve the school in a useful and enter-

taining way. Classes for the instruction of the different instruments of the

orchestra and band are held daily in addition to general practice. The Choir sings

for religious services on Sunday, being relieved once a month by a Junior Choir.

The Easter and Christmas music was especially beautiful and contributed in a
large measure to the pleasure of these services. During the summer the boys'

band gave several out-of-door concerts.

The domestic science classes have been especially active this year. They have
sent some delicacy to the hospital each day for the ill. They have prepared and
served tea on several occasions when company visited, also a tea for the employees
of the school.

Our social activities have been numerous and varied. Weekly parties are held,

each dormitory taking its turn at entertaining. Usually the children prepare a

program which together with games and dancing constitutes the evening enter-

tainment. At Christmas a pretty childish operetta, " The Toys That Had to Wait ",

was given with a cast of about forty children. "The Belle of Bagdad" was the

operetta presented in the spring. It was a lively, colorful spectacle and received

much favorable comment. At Fourth of July the annual out-of-door circus was
given with a large cast of boys and girls. The Medfield State Hospital very kindly

sent over their annual Christmas play and it was enjoyed by both children and
employees. The Wrentham Dramatic Society very thoughtfully came to our

school whenever it was possible for them to do so and their productions are always
looked forward to by our entire population.

The summer playground work was very successful this year. At the end of

the season an exhibition of games and stunts was held in the athletic field and also

a croquet tournament, F Building winning the cup.

In conclusion I wish to thank the corps of teachers for their faithful cooperative

work throughout the entire school year.

Respectfully submitted,

PEARL H. LITTLEFIELD,
Head Teacher.
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REPORT OF THE DENTAL DEPARTMENT
To the Acting Superintendent of the Wrentham State School:

I hereby respectfully submit to you this annual report for the year ending
November 30, 1931.

Examinations, 1,317; stomatitis, 22; extractions permanent, 447; extractions

deciduous, 246; pulp treatments permanent, 103; pulp treatments deciduous, 9;

fillings permanent, 1,384; fillings deciduous, 135; prophylactic treatments, 975;

silver reduction treatments, 704; erupting tooth treatments, 71; post operative

treatments, 378; radiographs, 211; gold inlays, 1; re-sets, 1; general anesthesia,

16; local anesthesia, 293; porcelain crown, 5; re-sets, 8; porcelain jacket crown
re-set, 1; porcelain inlay, 1; % veneer gold crown, 4; gold crowns removed, 2;

bridges, 3; re-sets, 3; removed, 1; repaired, 3; vulcanite dentures, 14; repaired

dentures, 19; ground teeth, 66; total of patients, 3,196; total of new patients,

159; dismissals, 968; Vincent's infections, 18; periodontal treatments, 20; abscess

treatments, 36; hemorrhage treatments, 1; infrared lamp treatments, 17; mis-

cellaneous treatments, 217; total of operations, 3,300.

During the past four years the ratio of the three main types of service varied

but little; while the number of extractions as well as the number of prophylactic

treatments has remained almost constant, the number of fillings placed in perma-
nent teeth has increased. I conclude from this that during the period mentioned
an increasing number of teeth were saved from extraction. As soon as an increasing

number of prophylactic treatments are evident, with a constantly decreasing

number of fillings and extractions, then we can say we are really "catching up".
At present, however, such a situation is visionary. The following table explains

the ratio:

1928
Extractions 406
Fillings 1,184

Prophylaxis 834
Dismissals 801

The above table also shows that approximately a third of the total patients seen

annually are dismissed.

Out of 159 new patients examined, 126 had not received previous dental care;

26 of the 159 required examination and prophylaxis only.

There were but 23 broken appointments during the year. This is encouraging,

and our system of making the appointments helps greatly in the keeping of them.
The requirement of sending a signed receipt to me when appointment slips are

received at the office obviates the excuse of "lost appointment slip", because
these slips are placed in the mail bags at the office for delivery.

Each patient is seen for examination and prophylaxis about once a year. For
obvious reasons such as pain, leaving on parole and increased susceptibility to

caries, some patients must be seen oftener; and it is imperative that the young
children be examined about every three months because deciduous teeth often

need re-filling, and the progress of resorption and eruption must be followed.

The number of prosthetic and crown and bridge restorations is still low. Such
restorations are made only for those patients known to cooperate especially from
the standpoint of hygiene. No removable restoration is made for patients of low
mental capacity.

The home care (care in the buildings) of the teeth among those patients who can
brush their own teeth is good, but the teeth of those who need the assistance of an
attendant to brush their teeth, is not so good. However, many factors here enter

to influence the result especially among the low grade children.

I find consultation wth the physician helpful in diagnosis many times. Es-

pecially for these patients whose reactions to examination do not produce classical

symptoms. Generally the disturbance is associated with an abnormal condition

elsewhere in the body.

More than a thousand clean teeth awards were given out previous to our annual
Clean Teeth meeting. These meetings are characterized by singing, instrumental

music, motion pictures and a brief complimentary and instructional talk. It is an
occasion for emphasizing the value of oral hygiene and for creating enthusiasm

1929 1930 1931
467 491 447

1,292 1,322 1,384

981 868 975
920 897 968
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among those who are lax in the care of their teeth.

I wish to thank my assistant, Mrs. Leslie Wheeler, for her understanding help.
I am also taking this opportunity to acknowledge the whole hearted cooperation
of the Acting Superintendent; to the remainder of the staff for willingly sharing
my problems I am very grateful.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. NASH, D.M.D.

REPORT OF THE SOCIAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT
To the Acting Superintendent of the Wrentham State School:

I hereby respectfully submit to you the annual report of the Social Service De-
partment for the year ending November 30, 1931.

Three social workers have been engaged in the work of investigations, place-
ments and supervision. A total of 147 investigations have been made. Of these,

48 were investigations of wage homes. A total of 1,261 visits were made to

patients, relatives and others. The number of out-patient social histories taken
at the school was 121. On November 30, 1931, 93 boys and girls were on trial in

the community under supervision of the department.
The major part of the work of the department for several years has been that

of placement of girls in wage homes, or in other positions where they could be-
come self-supporting. The general depressed economic situation during 1931 has
had a definite effect upon this work. Several families employing mothers helpers

have been obliged to discharge those girls in order to meet their own financial

needs. Many of the employers, who come from the professional or semi-professional

group, have been under severe financial strain and have been obliged to practice

economies. Several of our girls in those homes have been obliged to return to the
school because other positions were not available, others have accepted a reduction
in wages as an alternative to discharge. Girls and boys in other occupations have
lost their jobs, especially in factories. One Italian girl lost her position in a factory

and was supported by her family, already overburdened financially. The parents
felt their problem would be solved by marrying off their oldest daughter and making
way for the younger girls.

So we find various problems arising from that of the general depressed economic
situation. Certain definite problems in connection with this situation are having,

and will have, their effect on the placement work and so inevitably upon some phases
of the work in the institution. For an indefinite period there will be fewer positions

available for the child leaving the school. If he is already outside he will have to

come into keen competition with those of greater intelligence and ability who are

forced temporarily to accept types of work for which the mentally deficient are

more peculiarly fitted. Some adjustment may be necessary in the plans for training

the child in the institution prior to placement. Longer and more intensive training

may be desirable in order to better fit the child to meet keen competition in the

community. The social service department might well make a review of the situ-

ation in the community, carefully searching for all the possibilities for employing
the mental defective.

If there is to be a temporary lull in the placement activities of the social workers

there might be an opportunity for developing other phases of social work. The
matter of histories might be considered. In order to help the placed child to aevelop

to the limit of his ability it is necessary to make a careful inquiry into all the per-

sonal and group relationships of his life during (1) the pre-institutional stage,

(2) the institutional period and (3) the post-institutional period while he is still

under supervision. Prior to this consideration of the placed child of course the

adequate, complete social history can be of assistance to the doctors, teachers and
all supervisors of the child in the institution. Up to the present time the school

has depended on the amount of social data sent by social agencies and other appli-

cants for the admission of the child. Many of these histories are excellent. Some
are inadequate for the special needs of the defective child who is to be placed

carefully in the building where he best fits, in the training classes which will best

develop his abilities, and in the school grade which can offer him most in the way
of further education. In order to meet the physical needs of the child the doctor
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should have as complete a knowledge as possible of the child's birth and early

development, of the diseases in infancy and in early childhood, and of the facts

concerning puberty and early adolescence. In order to place him in the right grade
in school it is essential to have a complete school history including the grade
reached, grades repeated, difficult subjects, attendance record, opinion of teachers,

psychometric tests, etc. The child's special abilities and disabilities should be
considered in placing him in a training class and in recreational activities. A
knowledge of his personality traits would be of help in his adjustment in the various

groups in the institution.

Another special problem to which the social worker might give intensive study
at this particular time is that of the return of a child from the community to the
school. Of first importance are the attitudes of the child, the psychiatrist, the

social worker, the teacher, the matron and others toward this return. Such a

term as ''failure" should not be applied until a thorough analysis has been made
of the causes of return. There may be a multiplicity of factors entering into the
situation, — the interplay of the personalities of the girl, and her employer, and
others in the environment, inadequate training in the institution for the special

duties of the job, the lack of cooperation, or intelligence of relatives. A pre-

sentation of the case to the psychiatrists might be fruitful of constructive suggestions

as to further training in the school, or as to the type of home better suited to the

child. Readjustment in the institution after a stay in the community presents

certain problems which might be more easily met if there were a thorough under-
standing of all the reasons for return.

Then, too, there might be a gradual accumulation of data for research purposes
on the many problems of placement of the institutionally trained defective in the
community. The social worker is in a position to gather much data which might
be of use in organized research. In the routine collection of material for the usual

social history she can make a special effort to see that all questions are answered,
or of almost as great importance to the research worker, that each question is

at least asked. If special social problems in the field of mental deficiency were
undertaken for research, careful planning of field work might enable the regular

social worker to gather special data as she goes from place to place in her routine

work. So the possibilities of co-ordination between all phases of the work of the

social service department should be considered. This applies to the routine work
of investigation and placement and supervision together with a development in

the taking of social histories, or study of some special problems of placement and
possibly of certain research problems.

Grateful acknowledgment is made to the guidance of the Acting Superintendent,

to the helpfulness of the Staff, to the supervision of the Director of the Social Work
Department of Mental Diseases, and to the loyal cooperation of the social workers
in the department.

Respectfully submitted,
HAWLEY PIERCE FOSTER,

Head Social Worker.

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL EXAMINER
To the Acting Superintendent of the Wrentham State School:

I hereby respectfully submit to you this annual report for the year ending

November 30, 1931.

During this year the Wrentham Traveling School Clinic has examined 907

pupils in the Public Schools. These children were seen in the following cities and
towns: Attleboro, Brockton, Cambridge, Chelsea, Dedham, Framingham, Franklin,

Marlborough, Milford, North Attleborough, Plymouth, Quincy, and Winthrop.

The town of Wrentham is assigned to this district. There were, however, no
new children retarded enough to require special attention.

Of the 907 children examined, 620 were boys, 287 were girls. 701 were examined
for the first time, of these 15 were deferred to be seen again; 206 were reexamina-

tions, being children referred for reexamination or again seen by request of school

authorities.

The result of the examinations classify as follows: 264 or 29% were definitely

feebleminded; 345 or 39% fell within the border line group; 206 or 22% were of
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dull normal intelligence while 77 or 8.48% were within the normal average limits

of mentality; 15 were not diagnosed as there were conditions preventing a fair

estimate of the child at the time of examination; 481 were recommended for either

a special or an overage group. It seemed best for 384 to remain in the grades in

which placed with one exception. This pupil showed ability above his present class.

Forty-one were recommended for institutional care in a State Training School and
1 deaf child was placed in a State school for normal deaf children.

One hundred and eighty children were above average weight; 427 had the usual
weight for their age and height. For 300, their weight was found to be 7% or
more below the normal for their age. Defective speech was evident in 98 by
delayed, stammering or imperfect articulation. Two children were deaf and without
intelligible sounds. One hundred and fifty-five had enlarged tonsils, the removal
of which would undoubtedly benefit the general health of each child. The teeth
of 260 pupils demand attention. One hundred forty-four showed defective

vision, 59 had impaired hearing, 2 were deaf, and 15 had enlarged cervical glands.

There was a definite heart lesion found in 14 children. Two had a cleft palate,

and 5 rachitic chests. There were evidences of at some time a hydrocephalic
condition in G and 7 had otitis media. There was a question of tuberuclosis in 18,

while in 2 active symptoms of this disease were detected. Two were distinctly

choreic and 2 were seen who had had encephalitis with psychotic reactions re-

sulting and should be placed under institutional supervision — one of these has
already been given this care. A psychosis existed in 2, and 6 were psychoneurotic.

Definite cerebral or cerebro spinal lesions were manifest in 14, while 4 gave a
history of epilepsy. One was a cretin, another cretinoid. Three were much below
normal in height and weight but without symptoms of cretinism. Five were much
overweight to the point of indications of endocrine imbalance, and 2 had enlarged

thyroid. Five were syphilitic, 2 were microcephalic, 2 were mongolian idots, 2

had frequent attacks of asthma, and 1 showed an arthritis.

From a behavior standpoint, 46 had shown definite delinquent tendencies with
court records.

The parents of 498 children, 54.9% were both of foreign birth. 106 or 11.6%, of

those seen, had one parent foreign born. The children of American parentage
numbered 230 or 25%. Thirty-four of the families represented were of mixed
foreign parents, while 39 were of unknown parentage, a definite history of their

family not being obtainable.

We are encouraging those with whom we come in contact to select for examina-
tion those pupils who in the 1st grade have difficulty in grasping 1st primary funda-
mentals and after repeating the 1st grade are not ready at the end of the 2nd year

for the class above. Unless the foundations for future knowledge is understood,

the child is much handicapped in later classes and his progress retarded. Some of

these children are definitely feeble-minded and in need of special class training but
there are others who if attention is given them can be readily helped.

During the year we have been asked to examine a number of problem children

socially maladjusted, not definitely feebleminded or even border line cases, but
classifying in the dull normal grouping. We have not refused to see these cases

even though they were not definitely retarded. For several of them, we were able

to recommend and suggest measures v/e felt sure would be of assistance in stabil-

izing the boy or girl in community relations. We have several times advised parents

to consult habit clinics in order that they, under trained guidance, would better

understand the behavior problems of their child.

We appreciate the helpfulness and interest of the school nurses and their ex-

cellent cooperation in the different centers visited.

Miss Ruth Prouty, Psychologist of the Wrentham State School, and Miss Beatrice

Wolfson, Psychometrist, have as last year given most efficient help in carrying on
the work of the clinic.

Respectfully submitted,
ALICE M. PATTERSON, M.D.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
To the Department of Mental Diseases:

I respectfully submit the following report of the finances of this institution for

the fiscal year ending November 30, 1931.

Cash Account
Receipts

Income
Board of Patients $13,175.55
Personal Services:
Reimbursement from Board of Retirement . 185.35

Sales:
Travel, transportation and office expenses $76.17
Food 1,193.24
Clothing and materials 222.75
Furnishings and household supplies 14.50
Medical and general care 1.50
Heat, light and power 1.80
Farm:
Cows and calves 261.20
Pigs and hogs, fresh pork 51.75
Hides 5.00
Wood 177.50
Vegetables 37.50
Feed molasses barrels 3.70

Garage, stable and grounds 6.50
Repairs, ordinary 46.48

Total sales $2,099.59
Miscellaneous:

Interest on bank balances $28.21
Rent 457.34
Deceased patients' money 4.55
Money belonging to discharged and escaped patients 147.70

637 . 80

Total income $16,098.29

Maintenance
Balance, from previous year, brought forward $11,388.18
Appropriations, current year: 548,000.00

Total $559,388.18
Expenses (as analyzed below) 508,111.06

Balance reverting to Treasury of Commonwealth $51,277.12

Analysis of Expenses
Personal services 251,349.29
Religious instruction 1,777.50
Travel, transportation and office expenses 6,589.06
Food 85,738.30
Clothing and materials 24,697 . 07
Furnishings and household supplies 22,135.35
Medical and general care 9,892 . 44
Heat, light and power 36,104.27
Farm 33,504.87
Garage, stable and grounds ^ . . . 5,427.64
Repairs ordinary 14,087.67
Repairs and renewals 16,807.60

Total expenses for maintenance 508,111.06

Special Appropriations
Balance, December 1, 1930 $124,312.24
Appropriations for current year 381,000.00

Total $505,312.24
Expended during the year (see statement below) $124,585.91
Reverting to Treasury of Commonwealth 63 . 93

124,649.84

Balance, November 30, 1931, carried to next year $380,662.50
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Expended Total Balance
Object Act or Whole during Expended at End

Resolve Amount Fiscal Year to Date

'

of Year

1928-127 $8,000
Resetting boilers 1929-146 4,500 $259.70 $12,478.31 $21.69!
Furnishing contagious hospital . 1929-146 5,600 1,495.32 5,592.79 7.21 !

Addition to Dormitory K . 1929-146 9,500 872.92 9,485.92 14.081
Furnishings for nursery building. 1929-146 6,000 — 5,997.28 2.72 1

Nursery building 1929. 1929-146 50,000 840,23^ 49,989.17 10.831
Garage 1929-146 5,000 66.64 4,995.79 3.2P
Repair of officer's cottage . 1929-386 4,000 36.26 3,995.81 4.191
Power equipment .... 1931-245

1929-386 20,000 3,159.53 3,159.53 16,840.47
Children's clinical building . 1930-115 57,000 55,521.43 55,694.68 1,305.32
Nursery building, 1930. 1930-115 50,000 17,933.57 49,440.62 559.38
Remodeling service building 1930-115 40,000 10,373.47 39,980.29 19.71
Piggery 1930-115 4,000 3,878.92 3,878.92 121.08
Purchase of land .... 1930-115 10,000 — - 10,000.00
Furnishing 1929 nursery building 1930-115 6,000 920.83 5,956.47 43.53
Furnishing service building 1931-245 13,000 10,939.71 10,939.71 2,060.29
Furnishing nursery building 1930 1931-245 6,000 4,986.84 4,986.84 1,013.16
Additional wells .... 1931-245 5,500 .35 .35 5,499.65
Additional sewer beds 1931-268 15,000 - - 15,000.00
Infirmary building 1931-268 150,000 - - 150,000.00
Employees' buildings . 1931-268 112,500 35.35 35 . 35 112,464.65
Furnishings new building 1931-268 20,000 — — 20,000.00
Heating plant equipment 1931-268 35,000 - - 35,000.00
Tunnels .... 1931-268 15,000 13,264.84 13,264.84 1,735.16
Officer's Cottage . 1931-268 9,000 - - 9,000.00

$660,600 $124,585.91 $279,873.67 $380,726.33

iBalance reverting to Treasury of the Commonwealth during year
Balance carried to next year

Total as above
Per Capita

During, the year the average number of inmates has been 1,548.2164.
Total cost of maintenance, $508,111.06
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $6.3113.
Receipt from sales. $2,099.59.
Equal to a weekly per capita of $.02607.
All other institution receipts, $13,998. 70.

Equal to a weekly per capita of $.1738.
Net weekly per capita $6,111.

Respectfully submitted,
ELIZABETH OLDHAM,

$63.93
380,662.40

$380,726.33

Treasurer.

VALUATION
November 30, 1931

Real Estate
Land. 590 acres $31,362.00
Buildings 1,533,562.78

$1,564,924.78

Personal Property
Travel, transportation and office expenses $150.00
Food 17,176.22
Clothing and materials 35,332.99
Furnishings and household supplies 20J.132.23
Medical and general care 7,694.16
Heat, light and power 7,122.47
Farm 49,273.78
Garage, stables and grounds 7,570.76
Repairs 18,135.06

$349,587 67
Summary

Re-alestate $1,564,924.78
Personal property 349,587.67

$1,914,512.45
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STATISTICAL TABLES
As Adopted by the American Psychiatric Association

Prescribed by the Massachusetts Department of Mental Deseases

Table 1. General Information
Date of opening as an institution for feebleminded, year 1910.
Type of institution: State.
Institution plant:

Value of institution property:
Real estate including buildings $1,564,924.78
Personal property 349,587.67

$1,914,512.45Total acreage of main institution property
Total owned 590 acres, rented none.
Total acreage under cultivation during year 304

!

Officers and employees:

Superintendents
Assistant superintendents
Other staff physicians
Psychologists ....
Resident dentists
Principal of school .

Teachers of grade subjects
Teachers of special subjects .

Social workers ....
Stewards .....
Matrons and assistant matrons
Attendants
All others

Actually in Service
at End OF Year

M. F. t.

2 3 5
— 2 2

1 _ 1

- 1 1

_ 7 7

5 13 18
— 3 3
1 - 1

— 25 25
20 123 143
40 24 64

Vacancies at End
of Year

F. T.M

Total officers and employees . . . 69 201 270
Data correct at end of institution year, September 30,

Census of patient population at end of year:
In institution:

Feebleminded (not epileptic) .

Feebleminded epileptics ....
Others (specify) I. Q. over .75

Total
Enrolled but Absent from Institution 1

On parole .

On visit

On escape (not paroled)

1931.

White
M. F. T.
538 837 1,375
43 59 102
23 31 54

604 927

White

1,531

M. F. T.
20 75 96
17 16 33
20 26 46

Colored
M. F. T.
20 25 45
- 3 3

1 1 2

21 29

Colored

50

JM. F. T.
3 6 9
1 1 2

2 2 4

Total

Grand Total

57

661

117 174

1,044 1,705 27 38

M. F. T.
6. Average daily number of patients actually in institution during year. 610,7369 923.1808 1,533.9177

includes 10 males with I. Q. .75 or over.
Includes 10 females with I. Q. .75 or over.

Table 2. Financial Statement

See Treasurer's report for data requested under this table.

Table 3. (a). Movement of Feebleminded Population

For year beginning October 1, 1930 and ending September 30, 1931

1. Feebleminded on books of institution at beginning of institution year:
M.

In institution 550
Away from institution • . . 59

Total 609
2. Admissions during year:

a. First admissions 54
b. Readmissions 6
c. Transfers from other institutions for feebleminded

Total received during year 60
3. Total on books during year 669
4. Discharges during year (not including transfers and deaths) . . . . 27
5. Transfers to other institutions for feebleminded within state
6. Died during year ... 10
7. Total discharged, transferred and died during year (Includes total of items

4. b, 6 37

F. T.
875 1,425
107 166

982 1,591

94 148
3 9

97 157
1,079 1,748

24 51
13 13
11 21

58 95
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Feebleminded remaining on books of institution at end of institution year. 579
In institution 579
Away from institution 53

906
906
115

1,485
1,485
168

Total 632 1,021 1,653
'Owing to the various changes in I. Q. occurring during the course of the year it is impossible

to have Table 3 balance at the end of the year. Some patients classified as Feebleminded at beginning of
statistical year have been given a classification of not Mentally Defective before the end of statistical year.
Conversely, patients not mentally defective who were not included in the totals for this table at the be-
ginning of statistical year will have been given a new I. Q. bringing them within the Feebleminded group
at the end of the institution year.

Table 3 (6). Movement of Total Patient Population
For year beginning October 1, 1930 and ending September 30, 1931

M. T. T.
1. On books of institution at beginning of institution year:

Institution 598
Away from institution 68

Total 666
2. Received during year 65
3. Total on books during year 731
4. Discharged:

a. Into community 33
b. To all other institutions -
c. Died 10

Total 43
5. On books of institution at end of institution year:

In institution 625
Away from institution 63

Total 688 1,082 1,770

Table 4. Mental Status of First Admissions and Readmissions
Note: — Tables 4-13, inclusive, are for the year ending September 30, 1931.

907
127

1,505
195

1,034
106

1,140

1,700
171

1,871

32
15
11

65
15
21

58 101

956
126

1,581
189

Mental Status

Idiot
Imbecile
Moron

Total

Total

M. F. T.
7 11 18

16 27 43
37 59 96

60 97 157

First Admissions

M. F. T.
6 11 18
14 26 40
33 57 90

54 94 148

Readmissions

M.

Table 5. Nativity of First Admissions and of Parents of First Admissions

Parents of Male Parents of Female
Patients Patients Patients

Nativity
Both Both

Males Females Total Fathers Mothers Parents Fathers Mothers Parents

United States . 53 92 145 19 30 14 43 53 34
Austria — — — _ _ _ 1 1 1

Canada « .
- 1 1 3 3 1 11 13 5

England .

- - - 2 3 2 2 - -
Finland — — — 1 2 1 1

India - - - _ _ _ 1

Ireland - - - 1 5 1 4 6 2
Italy .

- - - 5 2 2 10 8 8
Poland — — — _ _ _ 3 3 2

Portugal .
- - - 3 2 2 1

Russia — — — 5 4 4 6 3 3
Scotland .

— 1 1 1 _ _ _

South America. - - - _ _ _ 1

Sweden 1 — 1 2 1 1 2 2 1

Turkey in Asia - - - 1 2 - -
West Indies 2

.

— — — _ _ _ 1 1 1

Other countries — — — _ _ _ 1

Unascertained .

- - - 13 2 2 6

Total. 54 94 148 54 54 29 94 94 59

'Includes Newfoundland. 2Except Cuba and Porto Rico.
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Table 6. Citizenship of First Admissions

Citizens by birth
Citizens by naturalization
Aliens

M.
53

1

F.

92
T.
145

1

2

Total 54 94 148

Table 7. Age of First Admissions Classified with Reference to Mental Status

Ace Group

Under 10 years
10 to 14 years
15 to 19 years
20 to 24 years
25 to 29 years
30 to 34 years
35 to 39 years
40 to 44 years
45 to 49 years
50 to 54 years

Total

Total

M.

54 94 148

Idiot

M. F.

5 8
1 2

1

1

7 11 18

Imbecile

M. T.

8 16 24

14 26 40

Moron

M. F. T.

20 48

1 1

33 57 90

Table 8. Marital Condition of First Admissions Classified with Reference to

Mental Status

Marital Condition
Total Idiot Imbecile Moron

Single
Separated

M. F. T.

54 93 147
1 1

M. F. T.

7 11 18

M. F. T.

14 26 40

M. F. T.

33 56 89
1 1

Total 54 94 148 7 11 18 14 26 40 33 57 90

Table 9. Environment of First Admissions Classified with Reference to Mental
Status

Environment
Total Idiot Imbecile Moron

M. F. T. •

54 89 143

M. F. T.

7 11 18

M. F. T.

14 25 39
1 1

M. F. T.

33 53 86
Rural .

- 5 5 - 4 4

Total 54 94 148 7 11 18 14 26 40 33 57 90

Table 10. Economic Condition of Families of First Admissions Classified with

Reference to Mental Status

Economic Condition

Dependent
Marginal
Comfortable

Total Idiot Imbecile Moron

M. F. T.

21 34 55
30 53 83
3 7 10

M. F.

2 3
5 7

1

T.

5
12
1

M. F. T.

1 5 6
10 18 28
3 3 6

M. F. T.

18 26 44
15 28 43-33

Total 54 94 148 7 11 18 14 26 40 33 57 90
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Table 11. Discharges Classified with Reference to Mental Status and
Chronological Age

Age Group

Under 10 years
10 to 14 years
15 to 19 years
20 to 24 years
25 to 29 years
30 to 34 years
35 to 39 years
40 to 44 years
45 to 49 years

Total Idiot Imbecile Moron

M. F. T.

2 1 3
7 3 10
6 5 11

9 3 12
3 3 6

6 6
2 2

M. F. T.

1 1 2

2 1 3

1 1

1 - 1

M. F. T.

1 - 1

1 - 1

4 4 86-6
1 1 2

1 1

M. F. T.

4 2 6
2 1 3
3 2 5

1 2 3
- 5 5

2 2

1 1 - - - 1 1 - - -

Total 27 24 51 4 3 7 13 7 20 10 14 24

Table 12. Deaths Classified with Reference to Mental Status and Chronological Age

Total Idiot Imbecile Moron
Age Group

M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T.

Under 10 years 3 5 8 1 3 4 1 2 3 1 - 1

10 to 14 years 2 2 4 1 1 2 1 1 2 _ _ _

15 to 19 years 2 - 2 1 1 1 - 1 _ _ _

20 to 24 years 2 3 5 2 2 4 1 1 _ _ _

25 to 29 years
30 to 34 years -

1 1 - - -
1 1 - - -

35 to 39 years
40 to 44 years
45 to 49 years
50 to 54 years
55 to 59 years 1 - 1 1 - 1

Total 10 11 21 5 6 11 3 5 8 2-2

Table 13. Causes of Death Classified with Reference to Mental Status

Causes of Death

General Diseases:
Tuberculosis of lungs
Syphilis (non-nervous forms)

Nervous Diseases:
Diseases of spinal cord
Epilepsy ....

Circulatory System
Arteriosclerosis .

Respiratory System:
Bronchopneumonia .

Lobar pneumonia
Asthma ....

Total

Total

10 11 21

Idiot

M. F. T.

2 4

- 1

6 11

Imbecile

M. F. T.

3 4
1 1

3 5 8

Moron

M. F. T.


