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TRUSTEES' REPORT 
To His Excellency the Governor, the General Court and the Commissioner of Mental 

Diseases: 
The Trustees of the Wrentham State School have the honor to present the 

thirty-second annual report for the year ending November 30, 1937. 
Regular meetings have been held at the school each month during the year except 

in July and August. In addition, two special meetings have been held during the 
year. 

There have been many changes in the personnel, particularly in the medical 
staff,. 1:e~u!l.e of l"e'~~ment !tl'lp' resi'gIf!\ti:;Jl)s, as you will note by the Superinten-
den t' r~f.\oIt:.: :.".,: ~~.. . ;A. 

The Trustees a'nd the S'uperrntendent' have been particularly hard pressed during 
this year for the adml sibIt of patients who were in extreme need of segregation. 
Because of the much ovhqpowded conditions, the Trustees and the Superintendent 
wer~ f.Ar.ce.A t.o. ario,.pt.lJ. geperal p.oli~ of admitting children of school age in prefer
enc'~t~ ad;ults~ ~.Th~ , ~erE: fqiciad W vn~~.P because of the great promise of im
pro'Vement W'liiCii eOrlles ' from wt:>'rl(' with h'abdicapped persons of school age. As 
time goes on we are meeting a demand for the care of a constantly increasing 
number of adults, and unless some provision can be made to relieve our institution 
of many of these older people, the institution will lose its right to the title of a 
school. Many of the adults who have been in the school for years are so well 
trained that under proper supervision in the right environment they could do good 
work. We are, of course, continually trying to place them, but the clearing process 
is slow. The effect of this process which is planned to bring relief to the institution 
would be hampered by the admission of other adults. 
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We are particularly anxious to rJort that the inadequate and overcrowded 
conditions at the school have only intensified the desire of the staff and employees 
to maintain the high standards of care which have always been evident in the 
institution. 

There are now enrolled in the school 2,186 patients, the exact number in residence 
on this date being 2,000, deducting 114 on parole, 75 on visit and 2 on escape, a 
total of 191 absent. The comparable figures of a year ago were total enrollment-
2,151, resident in the school - 1,955, and absent - 196, (127 on parole, 60 on visit 
and 9 on escape), showing an increase of 35 or more enrolled and 45 more resident 
in the school. Last year the overcrowding was estimated at about 8 per cent as 
compared with 10 per cent this year. The full details of the enrollment are shown 
in the Superintendent's report. 

The department of clinical research under Dr. Clemens Benda, its director, is 
working on a report at present which we believe will be extremely beneficial to those 
engaged in the problem of clinical psychiatry. 

The need of a new power plant continues to be the greatest problem facing the 
Board of Trustees at the school. Due to continuous additions to the institution 
in general, the present power plant has been unduly taxed and it would be pre
sumptuous to say what might happen in the event of there being a need to close 
down one of the boilers. For many years the Trustees have urged improvements 
in the plant itself, and they feel obliged to report that unless their recommendations 
are carried out shortly, regarding the power plant particularly, any disaster can 
be construed in the light of neglect. While the Board realizes that there are many 
other pressing needs at the school, nevertheless, a new power plant is, at the 
present time, the foremost necessity. 

There is also a definite need for an infirmary for crippled and delicate female 
patients. 

The new member of the Board, Mr. Franics X . Powers, who was appointed to 
succeed Dr. Abraham Myerson, resigned, attended his first meeting in February. 

At the request of the Governor, the Board of Trustees and the Superintendent 
attended a special meeting at the State House on February 11,. 1937, at 3 p .m. 
The meeting continued in session for several hours and was then adjourned to the 
school where the meeting was reconvened at 7 p.m. The meeting continued until 
11 :30 p.m., with the Board of Trustees acting in the capacity of auditors. At the 
conclusion of the Governor's meeting, and at his suggestion, the Board went into 
executive session for the purpose of adopting the following two resolutions: It was 
duly moved and seconded and voted that Dr. Henry A. Tadgell testified that there 
had been certain sllspicions of immoral acts by the patients within the Wrentham 
State School and that on examination on that date, February 11, 1937, it was defi
nitely established that immoral acts had occurred, and that nine patients had 
gonorrhoea. It was voted that the Superintendent make further investigation and 
submit a report with recommendations to the Trustees and to His Excellency, the 
Governor. The investigation was conducted as ordered and the Superintendent 
made a report with recommendations to the Trustees and to His Excellency, 
Governor Hurley. 

The Superintendent's report covers this year's developments and offers forward
looking suggestions in which we concur and to which we urgently ask attention. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ALBERT J. SARGENT, Chairman. JAMES A. MULHALL 
MARY (DePasquale ) MURRAY, Secretary AILEEN C. MORRISON 
FRANK J. NERNEY FRANCIS X. POWERS 
WARREN J. SWETT Trustees. 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
To the Trustees of the Wrentham State School: 

P.D.78 

I hereby respectfully submit to you this annual report for the year ending 
November 30,1937. The movement of the population has been as follows: 

Male Female Total 
l. On books of institution November 30, 1936: 

In institution 849 1,106 1,955 
Absent 85 111 196 

Total 934 1,217 2,151 
2. Admissions during year: 

First admissions 73 96 169 
Readmissions to Wrentham State School 5 1 6 
Transfers from other institutions for feebleminded 2 3 5 

Total Received during year 80 100 180 
3. Total on books during year 1,014 1,317 2,331 
4. Dsmissals during year: 

Discharges 49 56 105 
Transfers to other institutions for feebleminded 2 4 6 
Deaths in institution 19 15 34 

Total dismissed during year 70 75 145 
5. Remaining on books of institution, November 30, 1937: 

In institution 873 1,127 2,000 
Absent 71 115 186 

--
Total on books 944 1,242 2,186 

The following table gives the ages of admissions during year: 
Admissions during the Year December 1,1936 to November 30, 1937 

Age Groups 
Under 1 year 2 4 6 

1 year 4 1 5 
2 years 9 4 13 
3 years 9 6 15 
4 years 5 3 8 

Under 5 years 29 18 47 

5 years 3 4 7 
6 years 4 4 8 
7 years 4 4 8 
8 years 7 6 13 
9 years 2 5 7 

5 to 9 years 20 23 43 

10 years 6 3 9 
11 years 1 5 6 
12 years 2 4 6 
13 years 4 4 
14 years 4 6 10 

10 to 14 years 17 18 35 
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Male Female -Total 
15 years 3 10 13 
16 years 3 7 10 
17 years 2 8 10 
18 years 5 5 
19 years 9 9 

15 to 19 years 8 39 47 

20 years 1 1 
24 years 1 1 
26 years 1 1 
29 years 3 3 
30 years 1 1 
39 years 1 1 

20 to 39 years 6 2 8 

Total number of admissions 80 100 180 

The demand for the admission of urgent problems in mental deficiency has been 
almost a daily occurrence . There has been an increasing demand for the admission 
of very young idiotic children which has resulted in the serious crowding of our 
hospital and infirmary departments with children of this type. Although the 
expectancy of life for these children is short, many of them live to adult life because 
of the care and protection which is possible in any well organized institution. It 
is probable that a great many of these children would die at a much younger age 
if left at home, but many very tragic situations are averted by removing infants 
and very young children of the idiot grade from their homes. 

The policy of attempting to limit admissions to children and adolescents has 
been continued with the result that only 8 out of the 180 admissions during the 
year were over 19 years of age . Of those under 1 year of age 4 were mongoloids, 
1 microcephalic and 1 hydrocephalic. Of the total admissions 69 were morons or 
borderline, 73 were imbeciles and 33 were idiots. 

This maintains, without attempting to do so, the usual proportion of each group 
in the institution. 

It is interesting to note that of all admissions since the institution started, 
totaling 5,102, nearly one half, totaling 2,323, have been discharged exclusive of 
the 592 deaths. 

CHANGES IN MEDI CA L STAFF 

Dr. Mildred A. Libby, Senior Physician at the school, retired January 1 after 
21 years of continuous service. She had previously spent 14 years as physician 
at the Hospital Cottages for Children at Baldwinville, making a total of 35 years 
spent in the care of mentally defective children. The high standard of service 
which she gave during this period had much to do with the excellent reputation 
which the school developed in the state and in the country. 

Dr. William J. Johnson, Senior Physician, resigned January 29 to accept a 
position in the U. S. Veterans Administration Facility at Coatesville, Pennsylvania . 

Dr. Carrie Chapman entered the service of the school on February 17 and re
signed on April 29 to accept a position as anesthetist at the Massachusetts General 
Hospital. 

Dr. Bessie Brown entered the service as Senior Physician on March 16 by transfer 
and promotion from the Westborough State Hospital, filling the vacancy created 
by the resignation of Dr. Libby. 

Dr. Karl V. Quinn who was formerly Assistant Superintendent at the Belcher
town State School and Assistant to the Commissioner of the Department of Mental 
Diseases, started service as Senior Physician on May 13 to fill the vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Dr. Johnson. 

Dr. Charlotte A. Mitchell entered the service as Senior Physician on November 
29 to take over the school clinic and out-patient work which has been carried on 
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since its beginning by Dr. Alice M. Patterson who is to retire from the service next 
month. Dr. Mitchell had 6 years experience on the staff of the Belchertown State 
School. 

No new accommodations for patients were constructed during the year, and the 
school is urgently in need of a girls' infirmary. This has been requested in the 
reports of previous years and is becoming increasingly important due to the accumu
lation of infirm and crippled female patients in many departments. Better classi
fication, some relief of overcrowding and more convenient care would be possible ii 
provision similar to the boys' infirmary were available. 

The need for a new power plant continues to be urgent for reasons previously set 
forth and it still stands as the number one item on our requests for special appro
priations . An additional generator of 125 kilowatts capacity was obtained this 
year from the Foxborough State Hospital as that institution in remodeling its 
plant, had no further use for this generator. This supplies us with a factor of 
safety in our engine room, but the old boilers now working much over their capacity 
are barely adequate to carry the winter load provided none of them have to be 
shut down for repairs. 

The following is a list of work done during the past year : 
Additional stone crocks were purchased for the stores so that we now have 

ample storage facilities for home-produced pickles. 
A new oil burner with 1,000 gallon oil storage tank was installed at Poplar 

Cottage. 
A chain link fence was erected around the play yard at " K" Building. 
Serving room equipment consisting of sink, dishwasher, dish tables and dish 

cabinet were installed in "E" Building. 
An electric service line, including new poles and wires, was installed from 

the parking space to Maple and Poplar Cottages. 
The toilets on the first floors of " A " and" K" Buildings were enlarged giving 

much needed additional toilet facilities. 
Hydrants were installed near Nursery 4 and Campus House. 
A shed for the use of the man who has charge of the grounds was built be

tween the carpenter and paint shops. This was constructed of concrete blocks 
with wooden roof covered with asbestos shingles . 

A new 42 by 72 washer was installed in the laundry. 
Our consulting orthopedist, Dr. Louis A. O. Goddu, passed away on November 

11, and his successor has not been appointed. 
Two teachers left the service during the year, Miss Ethel R. Hedman to accept 

a position as special class teacher in Cambridge, and Miss Margaret E. McNamee 
to accept a position as teacher of physical education at Re'gis College. Miss 
Katherine Flynn and Miss Marie LeBourdais were appointed to fill the two va
cancies. 

The newly organized department for research has not only been engaged in 
research projects along pathological and biochemical lines, but the facilities of the 
laboratories have been used extenisvely for diagnostic work under the direction of 
the medical staff. The work of this department is, in my opinion, of sufficient 
importance to be worthy of a separate report by the Director which is included. 

The financial report of the Treasurer is, as usual, included as a separate report, 
as are those of the Traveling School Clinic, School, Social Service and Dental 
Departments. 

The Social Service Department has had more difficulty in finding permanent 
places for boys than for girls, and several of the boys were able to get only a few 
months seasonal employment. In spite of unemployment problems, however, 40 
girls and 38 boys were placed in the community either in paying positions or in 
the homes of relatives, and of the 205 boys and girls under supervision during the 
year 27 girls and 17 boys were discharged as well adjusted in care of reliable rela
tives or because of their demonstrated ability to take care of themselves. 

W. P. A. vaudeville performances have given the children much pleasure on 
Saturday afternoons during the winter and spring, and many organizations have 
furnished dancing and musical entertainments during the winter. The Christmas 
Operetta was given twice at the school and was repeated at the Foxborough State 
Hospital. The spring play was given twice at the school for the children and once 
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for visitors. It was repeated at the Medfield State Hospital, Taunton State 
Hospital, Massachusetts Hospital School, and McLean Hospital. 

During the year there was a total of 51 cases of chickenpox, 60 cases of whooping 
cough, 14 cases of measles, 28 cases of scarlet fever, and 3 cases of urethral gon
orrhoea among the young adult patients in 1 house. It is interesting to note that 
out of 29 cases of scarlet fever since the 1st of June, 18 of these were of the Mongo
loid type. All of them recovered with the exception of one Mongoloid boy who 
died at home while on visit. 

Charges were presented at a meeting of the Governor's Council that male 
employees having perverted sexual relations with boys had caused 50 or more 
cases of gonorrhoea. On February 11 a special meeting of the Trustees and the 
Superintendent was held at the office of His Excellency, Governor Hurley in the 
afternoon and was continued in the evening at the school. 

The following two resolutions were adopted: 
"It was duly moved and seconded and voted that Dr. Henry A. Tadgell 

testified that there have been certain suspicions of immoral acts by patients 
within the Wrentham State School; and that on an examination held today 
(February 11, 1937) it was definitely established that immoral acts have 
occurred and that nine patients have had gonorrhea. 

It was voted that the Superintendent make a further investigation and make 
a report, with recommendations, to the Trustees." 

This investigation was made and a report, with recommendations, was presented 
to the Trustees and also to His Excellency, Governor Hurley. 

Through the courtesy of Dr Chadwick,Commissioner of Public Health, members 
of his staff cooperated with our own staff in making a study and found evidences 
of sex perversion among the boys, but no evidence of perverted activity could be 
traced to any employee. At the close of the year there were no cases of gonorrhoea 
in the institution. 

Many clinical demonstrations were given to students of nearby universities by 
the superintendent and other members of the staff and many lectures were given 
by the Superintendent to various organizations in the eastern part of the state. 

The special commission appointed by the Governor appointed several committees 
of superintendents and others to bring in reports on special phases of the Depart
ment's activities. The Superintendent served on a committee with Dr. Morgan 
B. Hodskins, Superintendent of the Monson State Hospital and Dr. Ralph M. 
Chambers, Superintendent of the Taunton State Hospital, and the subject for 
study and report was the relation of the Department of Mental Diseases to the 
Hospital. 

Several visits were made to the school by members of the Connecticut committee 
authorized to construct and direct a new institution for the feebleminded in that 
state. 

The Ways and Means Committee visited the school on November 19, and were 
shown various parts of the institution, particular stress being placed on the over
crowding in most departments and the urgent need of an appropriation for a new 
power plant. 

Many visitors from Europe, Asia, South America as well as many from other 
states in this country came to the school for clinical lectures, and general inspection. 

Religious services have been conducted regularly throughout the year for the 
Catholic, Hebrew and Protestant children. 

No major complaints have been received from relatives, and numerous letters 
of commendation and thanks from the parents have been received and passed on 
to the matrons and department heads who have the immediate care of those 
children. 

The loyalty and dependability of the staff and department heads have been 
uniform and has been of great assistance in maintaining efficiency and high stan
dards of care. 

My appreciation is extended to the Board of Trustees for your continued interest 
in the welfare of the school as shown by the fact that the majority of the members 
have attended every meeting, and for your approval of the superintendent's 
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appointments to the medical staff as well as his policies as outlined in the monthly 
reports. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C. STANLEY RAYMOND, M.D. 

Superintendent. 

REPORT OF THE RESEARCH DEPARTMENT FOR THE STUDY OF 
MENTAL DEFICIENCY 

To the Superintendent of the Wrentham State School: 
I hereby respectfully submit to you the annual report of the Department for 

Research for the year ending November 30,1937. 
During the first part of the year, the research staff was occupied mainly in setting 

up new equipment and organizing a program for pathological and biochemical 
study. A chemical laboratory for routine laboratory examinations; a pathological 
laboratory for tissue study; and a biochemical laboratory have been completely 
equipped. It is expected that in the near future, opportunities will present them
selves for the study of mental deficiency from several angles of approach. 

We have, at the present time, an excellent instrumentarium which includes two 
microtomes; one for paraffin, and one for celloidin and frozen sections; 1 Spencer 
research microscope; one Bausch & Lomb binocular microscope; threemonoculars; 
one Bausch & Lomb chemical microscope; two colorimeters; 1 micro-spectrometer; 
one Bausch & Lomb photo-micrographic outfit; 1 Spencer delineascope; one 
Bausch & Lomb micro-projection outfit. 

Besides the equipment for laboratory studies, facilities are also available for 
careful clinical study of our patients. An examination room has been provided 
for special neurological and metabolism work. A Sanborn metabolism apparatus 
suitable for our present needs is being used. A motion picture camera is available 
for the study of behavior and motor disorders in children, and apparatus has been 
provided for the projection of these films in the class room at the clinical building. 

The excellent Westinghouse X-ray equipment which has been in use for some 
time is also available for research purposes. Adequate room is available both for 
photo-micrography and for projection. Adequate facilities are available for dark 
room routine in both X-ray and photography, and a consultation room has been 
provided for stereoscopic studies and for the reading of X-ray plates. 

The duties of the clinical staff have been divided into two parts (1) routine ex
aminations on request of the medical staff, (2) research study in the field of mental 
deficiency. 

The following routine examinations have been made: 
X-Ray Department: 

Radiographs of injured or ill employees 101 
Routine radiographs of patients 293 

Total radiographs 
Fluoroscopic 
Treatments 

Bacteriology and Biochemistry, Etc. 
Basal metabolic rates 
Urinalyses . 

Blood Studies: 
Blood counts 
Bleeding and clotting times 
Sedimentation rates. 
Reticulocyte counts . 
Blood sugars: macro, 12; micro, 8 
Blood non-protein nitro gens . 
Serum protein . 
Blood carbon dioxide content 
Blood cholesterols 

394 
25 
o 

10 
.1,766 

504 
17 

4 
2 

20 
6 
1 
1 
4 
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Icteric indexes 
Quantitative bilirubin (Van den Bergh) 
Takata-Ara test 
Methemoglobin (Spectroscopic) 
Feces examinations . 
Vomitus examinations 
Sputum examinations 
Pneumotypings (neufeld) 

Spinal Fluid Examinations 
Cell counts 
Globulins 
Total protein 
Sugars 
Chlorides 
Gold sols 
Smears 

Cystic Fluid Exminations 
Specific gravity 
Cell count 
Smear. 

Bacteriological Studies: 
Blood smears for gonococcus organisms 
Blood smears for Vincent's organisms . 
Miscellaneous (throat, eye, joint, abscess, ear, sinus, glands, pleural 

e £fusions etc. ) 

Cultures: 
Chocolate agar plate 
Blood agar plate 
Blood. 

9 

2 
1 
1 
1 

48 
1 

32 
7 

11 
8 
5 
5 
5 
4 
7 
6 

1 
1 
1 
1 

277 
5 

27 

1 
5 
3 

RESEARCH IN THE FIELD OF MENTAL DEFICIENCY 
Neurological examinations and anthropometric measurements have been made 

on 265 patients of whom 125 were Mongoloids and 140 were principally neurological 
problems. 

Three motion picture films have been taken for the purpose of studying unusual 
behavior of patients. Photographs were taken of all new admissions and likewise 
of many other patients in order to study constitutional types and special forms of 
abnormality. Ninety-nine X-rays were made for research purposes. 

Eleven autopsies have been performed, and tissues have been preserved. From 
the nervous system, endocrine and other organs were taken for further study. 

A total of 1,850 microscopic slides have been prepared and some two thirds of 
these were stained by several methods. This includes sections of our own autopsy 
material and also material obtained through the generous cooperation of other 
institutions for a special study of endocrine pathology of Mongoloids. 

The results of these investigations were recorded in three papers. The first 
paper will deal with clinical investigations and will be published under the title 
"A Study in the Growth and Development of Mongoloids." The second paper 
will deal with the thyroid in Mongolism and will be published under the title 
"The Thyroid in Mongoloid Deficiency." The third paper will deal with the pitui
tary studies and will be published under the title of "The Pituitary Body." We 
expect that these three papers will be presented for publication within the coming 
year. 

Studies which are not as yet completed include one case of porencephaly and one 
case of hydrocephaly. 
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BIO-CHEMISTRY 
The major work of our junior chemist has been in the planning and organizing 

of the new bio-chemistry laboratory. As indicated previously on this report, most 
of the equipment is at hand and facilities are available for nearly all of the usual 
laboratory studies. More than 106 re-agents and solutions have been prepared 
by this department. 

A minor bit of research was accomplished early; namely, the determination of 
blood groups in 125 Mongoloid cases. 

In a study of factors influencing the results obtained by the Bloor and Sackett 
methods for chplesterol, 125 determinations were made on whole blood, plasma, 
serum and known amounts of cholesterol. A peculiarity of the color development 
was noted and controlled with the result that values in error often by less than 1.5% 
and rarely by 2 % were obtained for control, recovery and duplicate tests. Minor 
modifications were also made to obviate losses due to transfer, spattering, presence 
of moisture, etc. 

Bio-chemical analyses which might be of help in elucidating the glandular state 
of Mongoloid cases were begun on relatively mature patients and are indicated in 
the following list with a few tests on other types of defectives. 

RESEAR CH DETERMINATIONS 

Blood groupings - Mongoloids 125 Plasma phosphatese: 
Blood groupings - miscellaneous 4 13 Mongoloids 15 
Urinary creatine 4 6 controls 9 
Urinary creatinine 5 Total cholesterol: 
Serum inorgani.c phosphorus: Technical study 125 

10 Mongoloids 14 6 cretins 7 
6 controls 6 24 Mongoloids (16 in dupli-

Serum calcium: cate ) 24 
12 Mongoloids 12 7 controls (3 in duplicate ) . 7 

6 controls 6 

Within the coming year, it is planned to include infant Mongoloids and other 
types of defectives, and perhaps mothers of our Mongoloid patients in a research 
study to make analyses of the blood, such as, iodide, sugar, fatty acids, lipoid 
phosphorous determinations. We shall also perform serological and chemical tests 
on spinal fluids and make analyses on autopsy tissues. 

The research department as a whole have outlined a program for the coming 
year for a continuation of the studies mentioned in this report and expansion in 
several directions. 

A new research in the field of hereditary syphilis is planned, and this will include 
not only careful clinical examination of the patients, but also bio-chemical analyses 
and serological determinations on the spinal fluid. Work will also be done on 
autopsy material suggestive of syphilis but which, at the present time, cannot be 
proved to be syphilis by means now available. 

CLEMENS E. BENDA, M.D., 

Director of Clinical Psychiatry. 

REPORT OF THE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 
To the Superintendent of the Wrentham State School: 

I hereby respectfully submit the annual report of the School Department for the 
year ending November 30, 1937. 

The progress of the school has gone steadily forward during the past year, each 
department contributing its share. Our enrollment has been increasing for the 
past several years and at the present time the lower grades are over-crowded. 
Another kindergarten trained teacher would be appreciated. 

Fully realizing the handicaps of the children with whom we work, we try to 
bring to them such practical training as is best suited to their future needs. Giving 
only a few examples: - in order that they may not be cheated when making 
purchases at the store we have a model store in which they buy, using toy money, 
and sell. Many easy reading books are used in which the sentences are short and 
deal with such common things as the mailman, the milkman, cars and trains. 
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Everything in the lower classes is labeled, thus associating the word chair with the 
object, or door or window as the case may be. The day of the week and month 
of the year are prominently displayed. The lesson periods are short and snappy, 
an active lesson follows a quiet one. Each child is so placed in school that every 
day he may succeed in something. He is not always the laggard at the foot of the 
class. The very important classes in remedial reading have continued their excellent 
work of teaching those boys and girls whose psychological test shows that they 
should be able to read. A goodly number have been given the necessary start to 
bring them up to grade enabling the classroom teachers to carryon. 

The physical education classes have cared for a large number of children needing 
this special training. The housing facilities of these classes are far from adequate, 
one group of classes being held in the basement of the school, a room never intended 
for such a purpose. The proposed addition to the school house to include a gym
nasium is sorely needed. The domestic science classes, music, and speech improve
ment classes all deserve honorable mention. The domestic science classes have 
provided extra delicacies for the ill and delicate children in the Nurseries, Hospital 
and Infirmary. They have also served tea to groups of visitors and employees in 
addition to their regular work. So many of our older boys and girls have been 
placed out on parole or discharged from the institution that our music department 
was obliged to reorganize the band, orchestra and choir classes. Many younger 
children have been taken into the first two named of these classes and, while at 
the present time they are not able to play in public, we hope that before the end 
of the next school year they will at least be able to play for part of a program for 
the children's weekly dance. The choir continues to give pleasure at the religious 
services. New vestments were supplied which greatly improved its appearance. 

The two operettas produced by the school department were very well received. 
At Christmas the little children took part in "Santa's Substitute " , and in the 
spring the older boys and girls were given an opportunity to show their talents in 
"Tulip Time". 

Bi-weekly parties for the children in the several houses have been conducted by 
the teachers as in the past. By means of these parties the girls, or boys, of different 
houses meet for an evening of games and fun eagerly anticipated. 

During the summer vacation period three teachers conducted the playground 
activities. The mornings were devoted to the small children. They were taken 
on walks, had organized games or, if the day proved to be hot, a story was told in 
a shady spot. Tennis, archery, basketball and badminton classes were on the 
program for the afternoon and baseball or croquet each evening. A tournament 
was held at the end of the season to determine the champion of each sport and a 
cup or a banner was awarded. Mr. Frank Nerney, Trustee, very kindly donated 
another cup which he presented to the winner of archery. 

At the end of the school year two teachers, Miss Ethel Hedman and Miss 
Margaret McNamee resigned to accept positions in other schools. Their places 
were filled by Miss Katherine Flynn and Miss Marie LeBourdais. During the 
past year we adopted the system of taking substitute teachers' from the college 
or normal school graduates at present working in other departments of the school. 
It has proved to be a very satisfactory arrangement for all concerned. 

I am greatly indebted to the loyality and co-operation accorded me by the staff 
of teachers for the success of the school department during the past year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PEARL H. LITTLEFIELD, 

Head Teacher. 

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL EXAMINER 
To the Trustees and Superintendent of the Wrentham State School: 

The report of the Wrentham Out-Patient and of the Travelling School Clinics 
is respectfully submitted. 

The work of these clinics has been conducted as in previous years; the Travelling 
School Clinic working four days each week in one of the assigned districts when 
schools are in session. Wednesday of each week is reserved for the examination of 
feebleminded and problem children who are brought to the Out-Patient Clinic for 
examination ana adVice: . 
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This clinic examined during the year beginning December 1, 1936 and ending 

November 30, 1937,288 patients, 154 boys and 134 girls. Of this number, 25 (20 
males - 5 females) were referred by the courts under Chapter 215 of the General 
Court of the year 1931. These persons were all below 17 years of age. The youngest 
in this group was a boy of 9 years. Only 4 of this group could be called definitely 
feeble-minded. The others (21 ) classified as borderline and dull normal while 7 
of them ranged in the normal grouping. All were academically below their psycho
metric ratings in their school accomplishments. They were adjudged delinquent 
mainly because of breaking and entering, stealing automobiles, and lewd conduct. 

In the regular Out-Patient Clinic there is a wide variance in ages. The youngest 
was a 10 day old Mongoloid baby: the oldest was a 43 year old man. The largest 
number seen by age grouping (80) were between 5 and 10 years of age. No psycho
logical test was attempted on the 10 day old child and another was so agitated and 
excitable that cooperation could not be obtained. Of this number, 31 classified as 
idiots, having an intelligence quotient below .20; sixteen classified as normal. 
The others fell into the other groupings with the greatest number diagnosed as 
morons. 

The children who are brought to this clinic show many physical abnormalities: 
54 per cent had a definite defective heredity of the germ plasm type; 20 of those 
examined had symptoms of an endocrine imbalance; 25 were epileptic; 15 were 
children who had Mongoloid characteristics; 12 were microcephalic; 11, hydro
cephalic; 15 were paralyzed; 6 indicated that at some time they had had enceph
altis or some other inflammatory brain damage; in 13 there was evidence of lues; 
3 were blind; 4, deaf; 4 were neurological problems requiring more detailed study; 
12 had symptoms of a psychosis; 23 were social problems. 31 had delinquent traits, 
the 25 court cases not included; and 26 had previous court records. 

Of this group 34 were recommended to be placed in a special class; and 127 
should be cared for in some institution. The advice given to the others was that 
they remain in the community and, if not making a satisfactory adjustment, that 
they report again for further advice . 

During the year 180 children were admitted to the Wrentham State School. 
Of this number 98 had been examined in this clinic. 

To the Wrentham Travelling School Clinic the following cities and towns are 
I assigned and the number examined this year is as follows: 

TRA VELLING SCHOOL CLINIC CHART 

First Exam. Re-Exam. Total Exam. 

M. F. T M. F. T M. F. T. 
--------------

Attleboro 29 9 38 3 1 4 32 10 42 
Brockton 64 35 99 50 25 75 114 60 174 
Cambridge 47 21 68 11 1 12 58 22 80 
Chelsea. 40 18 58 15 7 22 55 25 80 
Dedham 19 8 27 15 1 16 34 9 43 
Framingham 7 3 10 - - - 7 3 10 
Franklin 8 4 12 6 1 7 14 5 19 
Milford. 20 10 30 1 - 1 21 10 31 
No. Attleborough 4 8 12 7 1 8 11 9 20 
Plymouth - 2 2 3 1 4 3 3 6 

Pre-school 15 26 41 - - - 15 26 41 { 16 failed 

Provincetown 21 3 24 8 3 11 29 6 
35 (5PM~d 

Quincy 82 42 124 8 6 14 90 48 138 
Winthrop 11 8 19 4 2 6 15 10 25 

{2 failed, 
Duxbury* - 5 5 - - - - 5 5 3 passed, 

1 Mongoloid 
-

Total 367 202 569 131 49 180 498 251 749 
*Pr,e-s/:ho'o! childre'n tested in 1937 but this town is not a regular assignment. 
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We have examined retarded pupils in the assigned districts with the exception 

of Marlborough. Because of illness of a member of the medical staff and the fact 
that an unusually large number of children had been admitted during the summer 
it was necessary to discontinue for a time the activities of the Travelling Clinic. 
However, with the exception of Marlborough, the urgent requests of the various 
town and cities have been fulfilled. 

Few children are seen by this clinic who are definitely of the institutional type 
or are of normal mentality unless they are personality or behavior problems. Psy
chologically the largest number of these pupils fall in the high moron and border
line cla3sifications. Sixteen per cent were high grade morons . Thirty-six per cent 
were found to be of borderline mentality. Twenty-six per cent were in the dull 
normal grouping. The other 22 % graded in the lower and higher levels. 

Although we see in the Travelling Clinic comparatively few children who are in 
urgent need of the training the State schools give, we hesitate to advise institutional 
placement because of the overcrowded condition of the State training schools. As 
far as possible we recommend that the child be kept in a special class or, if too 
troublesome and disturbing in school, that it remain at home for a time and again 
be tried in school after a year or two. With a little more maturity a better adjust
ment may be made. 

Special class placement was recommended for 264 pupils, - 180 boys and 84 girls. 
Institutional care was advised for 47,30 boys and 17 girls. Other recommendations 
were given for 438 - 288 boys and 150 girls. 

For the most part the children were not medical problems, presenting few real 
abnormalities. Twenty-eight per cent were above average weight; 38 per cent 
were of average physical development; 32 per cent were below what they should 
normally weigh. 

One hundred and fourteen showed enlarged tonsils; 81 had defective vision; 
49 had subnormal hearing; 32 had symptoms of endocrine imbalance; 14 had de
finite heart lesions; in 40 there were residuals of rickets or other nutritional dis
orders; 10 showed psychotic tendencies; 12 were subject to epileptic seizures. 
There were 2 Mongolian children, 1 albino. One boy of six years of age had 
muscular pseudo-hypertrophy; 3 were cretins, 2 of these were sisters in one family. 

Many times we are asked advice for children who have repeated the first grade 
and are not eligible for the second. Often these children are advanced to the 
second grade before they are mature enough mentally for this class. It is felt that 
these pupils should again repeat the first grade, if possible, with another teacher. 
If they cannot complete the first grade they cannot comprehend the higher class 
work. If, at the end of the third year, they are not ready for the second they 
should be placed in a special class. Here their abilities and disabilities can be 
more carefully determined by more individual study than is possible in a large 
class. 

The problem of the non-reader is receiving more interellt and attention than in 
the past and a better understanding of his difficulties is evident. Methods are 
being used to determine the reason underlying his bewilderment in his approach 
to reading. 

The social placement of a retarded pupil is just as important as his academic 
grouping and in some instances more so. To place an active boy or girl of the bor
derline or high moron level with a class in which there are smaller children seems 
a discouraging procedure. Wherever possible we recommend a median special 
class in a junior high school. Here, with an understanding leader, they may be 
given more specific training and a program of study formulated. In these classes 
an effort should be made to encourage an appreciation of the duties of an individual 
in the community and a better understanding of what it means to be a useful 
citizen as well as the satisfaction enjoyed in a completed task. 

There are several such classes already functioning well. In these classes the 
inferiority complex disappears. The pupils are happier and interested. With 
discouragement overcome, a better effort is made and an entirely different attitude 
is evident. It is also to the advantage of the pupils to be taught the rudiments of 
some of the useful occupations. 
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We have had excellent cooperation in all districts. Some of the places who at 
first, in the early years of the clinic, were not entirely cordial are now fin'ding us 
helpful to a clearer understanding of the problems of the retarded pupil. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ALICE M. PATTERSON, M.D. 

REPORT OF THE SOCIAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
To the Superintendent of the Wrentham State School: 

I hereby respectfully submit to you this annual report of the Social Service 
Department for the year ending November 30, 1937. 

In spite of continuing unemployment problems in the community it has been 
possible during the year to place certain boys and girls from the school in outside 
positions for which they seem especially fitted. In general, the girls seem to do 
best in homes as mothers' helpers, the boys as farmers' helpers or as kitchen helpers 
in hotels. During the year 40 girls and 38 boys were placed either in such paying 
positions or in homes of relatives. There were 205 boys and girls under supervsion 
during the year. On November 30, 1937, the social service department was super
vising 81 girls and 33 boys in the community. Several children already in the 
community were discharged during the year, usually because they seemed to have 
proved their ability to care for themselves or were in care of reliable relatives. In 
this group were 27 girls and 17 boys. 

In connection with the work of supervision 1,129 visits were made in the com
munity to patients, employers and other interested individuals. There were 221 
visits made concerning specific matters of employment. There was a total of 108 
social and other investigations, and 89 trips or visits for personal service to patients. 

The placement and supervision of the institutional mental deficient is dependent 
upon many factors other than the intelligence quotient. Consideration should be 
given to the length of stay and varied training of the child in the institution, to 
his personality as well as to the possibility of careful supervision offered by the 
employer in the community. The supervised and regulated life of the institution 
sometimes makes adjustment difficult outside where the employer expects a certain 
amount of independence. One boy at the school had usually worked under close 
supervision near others engaged in mowing the lawn and caring for the grounds. 
When placed upon a farm he was given a simple job hoeing. All went well as 
long as the farmer was hoeing with him. Whenever left alone he inevitably stopped 
work. All the patient attempts of the farmer to find congenial independent tasks 
for the boy failed and he had to return to the school. During the year 13 boys 
placed on farms returned t o the school after a short trial. Some were not able to 
do the varied work of the farm because the specialized training in the school in 
only one or two branches of farming seemed to make it difficult for them to meet 
the demands of the ordinary farm. If institutional training could include milking 
cows, care of horses, hens and pigs, also some gardening, the boy could meet the 
demands of the new situation more successfully. In the case of girls to be placed 
as mother's helpers, it would be helpful for them to receive varied training at the 
school to prepare them for the varied work in their new homes. 

Children who do not adjust well in outside work are frequently returned to the 
school until they may be replaced, providing they have displayed no behavior 
problems while in the community. It is felt many children gain something in 
experience even through relatively short stays in the community and that by re
placement they may eventually be able to adjust well. Replacements were made 
during the year of 8 boys and girls who were returned to the school. Among the 
reasons militating against " a second chance" are poor health, dishonesty, and 
psychotic tendencies. 

Other work of the department was the taking of 258 social histories in the out
patient clinic and 9 in the institution. Among the conferences attended were the 
school medical staff meetings, the Round Table on Psychiatric Social Work, the 
New England Conference on Child Welfare and the Reginal Conference of the 
American Association on Mental Deficiency. 

The co-operation of the medical staff and the psychiatric social worker, Miss 
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Lillian M. Smith, have contributed during the year to the carrying on of the work 
of the Social Service Department. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HA WLEY PIERCE FOSTER, 

Head Social Worker. 

REPORT OF THE DENTAL DEPARTMENT 
To the Superintendent of the Wrentham State School: 

I hereby respectfully submit to you this annual report for the year ending 
November 30, 1937. 

Examinations 2,085: extractions (permanent), 580: extractions (deciduous) 
279: post extraction treatments, 477: X-rays, 391: local anesthetic, 8: fillings 
(permanent), 1,388: fillings (deciduous), 55: prophylaxis, 1,317: miscellaneous, 
367: periodontal treatments, 53: root canal treatments, 90: porcelain crowns, 2; 
vulcanite dentures, 5: repaired dentures, 9; total patients, 2,716: total operations, 
3,702: dismissals, 1,137: new patients, 149; hours, 1,499: laboratory hours, 20>-2. 

With the desire to approach nearer the ideal in the dental care of the children 
here, certain problems are still attendant, as they no doubt are anywhere that 
dental service is rendered. The total eradication of caries, absolute permanency 
of restorations and complete re-establishment of natural function are a few prob
lems that as yet defy solution. Thus dental work remains mostly restorative,
not curative, helpful but still deficient. When striving for good results, the work 
is strenuous, and results do not often reflect the effort expended. This is especially 
so when the cooperation of the patient is lacking. 

On account of quarantine regulations, our appointment schedule- has been 
frequently broken up . Many operations under general anaesthesia have been 
postponed on this account. 

Twenty-five patients were given bedside treatment, and these visits were mostly 
to the Special Hospital and the Infirmary. 

An endeavor is constantly being made to impress upon the children the desir
ability of clean teeth and the response is generally good, as 568 Clean Teeth Certifi
cates testify. Those children capable of brushing their teeth and yet negligent 
are reported to the physician and building matron. By this means the child re
ceives individual recognition, and frequently this not only disposes him to an 
observance of the laws of oral hygiene but also to th'e observance of other school 
regulations; he is stimulated to an attitude of cooperation, and often his general 
morale improves. 

A survey of Mongolian children has been in progress since October, to determine 
their susceptability to caries and periodonclasia as well as to note atypical ana
tomical conditions in the oral cavity. 

A small number of dentures are made, and excepting some procelain crowns, 
practically no crown or bridge work . 

Our record cards and X-ray file are indispensable in following the condition of 
any child's teeth - such as progress of treatment, tooth eruption and development 
of new lesions, The greater part of restorative work and extractions is done for 
recently admitted patients. 

Broken appointments for the year were but 22 and reports for unclean teeth 
were 50. 

There were but 8 cases for general anaesthesia. while the local anaesthesias 
numbered 419. 

While this report could be amplified, I feel that its abridgment does not alto
gether eliminate detail. 

I feel indebted to the other members of the staff for their kind cooperation. 
Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN A. NASH D.M.D. 
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Land, 594.5 acres . . 
Buildingsand Be'tterments 

VALUATION 
November 30,1937 

REAL EsTATE 

PERSONAL PROPERTY 
Travel,transportation and office expenses 
Food. . . . 
Clothing and materials . . . 
Furnishings and household supplies 
Medical and general care . . 
Heat and other plant operation 
Farm .. 
Garage and grounds , 
Repairs 

Real Esta te . 
Personal Property 

SUMMARY 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
To the Department of Mental Diseases: 

P.D 78 

$34,252.00 
1,742,895 . 93 

$1,777,147 . 93 

$250 . 00 
20,2156 .53 
35,989.76 

298,'694. 51 
1,481.48 

11,674. 42 
71,168 . 15 
10,265 .98 
16,733 .36 

$466,514.19 

51,777,147.93 
466,514.19 

$2,243,662 . 12 

I respectfully submit the following report of the finances of this institution for 
the fiscal year ending November 30,1937. 

Board of Patients 
Personal Services 
Sales; 

STATEMENT OF EARNINGS 

Travel, transportation and office expenses 
Food , . . 
Clothing and materials 
Medical and general care . 
Heat and other plant operations 
Garage and grounds 
Repairs ordinary. . . . . . . .. ... 
Farm (Cows and calves, $410; hides, $43.25; heads, 52.50; grain grinder, 

$1.; mol. bbls., 59.80; summer squash, $4.04; carrots, 5226.25; sweet 
corn, $13.88; 2-30 gal. drums), dairy, 50c 

Total Sales 
Miscellaneous 

Interest on ba'nk balances (patients' funds) 
Rents . . . . . . . . . . 
Money belonging to discharged and escaped patients 

Tota) Miscellaneous 

Total Earnings for the year ... . .. . . 
Total Cash receipts reverting and transferred to the State Treasurer 
Accounts Receivable outstanding December I, 1936 . 
Accounts Receivable outstanding November 30, 1937 
Accounts Receivable increased 

MAINTENANCE ApPROPRIATION 
Balance from previous year, brought forward 
Appropriation, current ye,ar 
Additional appropriation . 

Total . 
Expenditures as follows; 

Personal services . 
Food . 
Medical and general care 
Religious instruction 
Farm . . . 
Heat and other plant operation . 
Travel, transportation and office expenses 
Garage and grounds 
Clothing and materials . 
Furnishings and household supplies 
Repairs ordinary. . 
Repairs and renewals . 

Total maintenance expenditures 

Balances of maintenance appropriation, November 30, 1937 
SPECIAL ApPROPRIATIONS 

Balance December I, 1936, brought forward 
Expended during the year (see statement below) 
Reverting to Treasury of Commonwealth . 

Balance November 30,11937, carried to next year 

* 

$12,463.78 
181. 96 

5101 .,52 
348 . 49 

2.25 
2.50 
5.00 
3 . 25 

360 .26 

711.22 

51,534.49 

S8.52 
384.00 

1,336 . 77 

1,729 . 29 

515,909.52 

S i5 
515,674.00 

3. 
238 6'7 

5235 .52 

$651,400 . 00 
$12,986 . 69 

19,600 . 00 
671,000.00 

------
$683,986.69 

5347,546.23 
120,490.50 

9,999 . 23 
1,787 .50 

39,290 . 47 
53,884 . 73 

5,679 . 94 
6,653.10 

27,475 . 08 
24,081.34 
12,843 .88 
11,552.15 

$661,284 . 15 

$22,702.54 

'$13,73..7. ill 
$16,942.32 

1,169 .55 
14,906 .56 

$2,035 . 76 
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Act or Total I Expended 
ApPROPRIATION Resolve Amount during 

Year Chap. Appropriated fiscal year 

X-Ray equipment 1935-249 $4,500.00 -
Reconstruction sewer 'beds 1935-249 21,000.00 3,256.42 
Laundry equipment 1935-249 4,400.00 -
Clinical building furnishings 1936-304 12,650.00 10,480.59 

Totals. $42,550 . 00 $13,737.01 

PER CAPITA 
During tbe year the average number of patients has been, 1,918.37534. 
Total cost of maintenance, $661,284.15. 
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of (52 weeks to year), $6.62904. 
Total receipts for the year, $15,674.00. 
Equal to a weekly per capita of, $.15712. 
Total net cost of Maintenance for year, $645,610 . 15. 
Net weekly per capita, $6.47191. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Total Balance at 
Expended end of 

to date year 

$4,499.75 $.25* 
20,602.54 397.46* 
3,628.16 771.84* 

10,614.24 2,035 . 76 

$39,344 . 69 $3,205.31 

ELIZABETH OLDHAM, 

"Treasurer. 
Financial Statement verified. 
Approved. 

GEO. E. MURPHY, 
Comptroller. 

STATISTICAL TABLES 

As ADOPTED BY THE AMERICAN A SSOCIATION ON MENTAL DEFICIENCY 

PRESCRIBED BY THE MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL DISEASES 

• TABLE 1. General Information 
(Data correct at end of institution year November 30, 1937) 

Date of opening as an institution for mental defectives, 1910. 
Type of institution: State. 
Institution plant: 

Value of institution property: 
Real estate, including buildings $1,777,147.93 
Personal property 466,514 . 19 

Total . 
Owned, 594~ acres. 
Total acreage under cultivation during year, 184~. 

Officers and employees: 

Superintendents . . 
Assistant superintendents 
Other staff physicians 
Psychologists . 
Resident dentists . 
Principal of school . 
Teachers of grade subjects 
Teachers of special subjects 
Social workers. 
Stewards. 
Supervisors 
Matrons. 
Attendants 
All others . 

Actually in Service 
at End of Year 

M. F. T . 
1 1 
1 1 
2 4 6 

2 2 
1 

1 1 
6 6 

5 14 19 
2 2 

1 
3 3 

13 13 
36 199 235 
55 44 99 

Total officers and employees . . . 102 288 390 
Census of Patients Population at end of year September 30, 1937: 
In I nalitulion: WHITE 

M. F. T. 
Mental defectives (not epileptic) 757 990 1,747 
Mental defectives (epileptics) 45 72 117 
Not Mentally Defective 28 25 53 

Total 
Enrolled but AbBent fr~m inBti';'tion: 

830 1,087 1,917 

WHITE 
M. F. T . 

On parole. 41 79 120 
On visit 47 37 84 
On escape' (not par~ledi 1 1 2 

Total 89 117 206 

Grand Total 919 1,204 2,123 

Male 
Average daily number of patients actually in institution during 

year 821. 95890 

$2,243,662.12 

Vacancies at End 
of Year 

M. F. T. 

3 3 
4 4 

8 8 

COLORED 
M . F. T . 

27 28 55 
1 6 7 
1 1 2 

29 35 64 

COLORED 
M. F. T. 

8 5 13 
1 1 2 

9 6 15 

38 41 79 

Female Total 

1,089.76986 1,911 . 72876 



TABLE 2. Movement of Patient Population for the Year Ended September 30, 1937 
(Data in all of the following tables are based on the Statistical Year, October I, 1936 to September 30, 1937) 

Patients on books of institutio.n September 30, 1936 
Admissions during year: 

First admissions 
Readmissions . 

Tot.al admissions. . . . 
Transfers from other institutions for mental defectives 

Total received during year 
Total on books during year . 
Discharged from books during year: 

Capable of self-support . . 
Capable of partial self-support 
Incapable of productive work . 

Total discharged to community . . . 
Transferred to other institutions for mental defectives 
Died during year . . . . . . . 

Total discharged, transferred and died during year. . 
Patients remaining on books of institution at end of year: 

In institution . 
On parole or otherwise absent 

Total 

SUPPLEMENTARY DATA 

Average daily number of patients on books during year 
Actually in institution during year 
On parole. 
On visit . 
On escape. . . . . . ' . . .. . . . 

Number of patients actually remaining i"n institution September 30, 1937: 
State. . 
Reimbursing . . . . .. ... . .. 

M. 

934 

73 
6 

79 
2 

81 
1,015 

12 
8 

16 
36 

2 
20 
58 

859 
98 

957 

Number of patients not mentally defective actually in institution September 30,1937: 
Others .. .. 

Patients placed on parole during year . 
Patients returned from parole during year 

Total 

F. 

1,214 

90 
4 

94 
1 

95 
1,309 

18 
9 

21 
48 

2 
14 
64 

1,122 
123 

1,245 

Regular Court 
Commitment 

T . M. F. T. 

2,148 309 621 930 

163 16 39 55 
10 4 3 7 

173 20 42 62 
3 

176 20 42 62 
2,324 329 663 992 

30 8 16 24 
17 5 8 13 
37 2 9 11 
84 15 33 48 

4 
34 2 4 6 

122 17 37 54 

1,981 269 538 807 
221 43 88 131 

2,202 312 626 938 

M. F. 
931. 20 1,218.49 
821.95 1,089.76 

46.19 83 . 75 
59.15 42.98 
3.89 1.99 

816 1,094 
43 28 

29 26 
39 49 
29 24 

Voluntary, 

M. F. 

625 

57 
2 

59 
2 

61 
686 

593 

51 

51 
1 

52 
645 

4 2 
3 1 

14 11 
21 14 
2 2 

18 10 
41 26 

590 584 
55 35 

645 619 

T. 
2,149 . 69 
1,911.71 

129.94 
102.13 

5.88 

1,910 
71 

55 
88 
53 

T. 

1,218 

108 
2 

110 
3 

113 
1,331 

6 
4 

25 
35 

4 
28 
67 

1,174 
90 

1,264 

Obsen;ation 

M. F. T. 

~ 
00 

'"d 
b 
---1 
00 
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TABLE 3. Clinical Classification of First Admissions, 1937, by Mental Status 

CLINICAL GROUPS 

Familial 
Mongolism. . . 
With developmental cranial 

anomalies. . . . 
With congenital cerebral 

spastic infantile paralyses 
Post-infectional . . 
Post-traumatic - natal . 
With epilepsy - idiopathic 
With endocrine disorder 
With other organic nervous 

disease . 
U ndifferentiated 
Other forms . 

Total 

TOTAL 

M. F. T. 

12 14 26 
10 8 18 

6 4 10 

437 
314 
314 
1 1 
1 2 

3 2 5 
30 52 82 

4 4 

73 90 163 

IDIOT 

M. F. T. 

2 
1 

5 

2 
2 
3 
1 

2 
4 

2 
3 

4 9 

3 
2 
3 
1 

2 
9 13 

22 16 38 

IMBECILE 

M. F. T. 

639 
9 6 15 

2 
1 

1 2 3 
15 15 30 

2 2 

34 30 64 

MORON 

M. F. T . 

4 10 14 

2 2 
1 
1 

11 27 38 
2 2 

17 42 59 

NOT 
MENTALLY 
DEFECTIVE 

M. F. T. 

2 2 

TABLE 4. Clinical Classification of Readmissions, 1937, by Mental Status 

CLINICAL GROUP~ 

Familial 
Mongolism . . 
Post-traumatic - natal 
Undifferentiated 
Other forms 

Total 

TOTAL 

M. F. T. 

1 
1 
4 

1 
1 
2 
5 
1 

6 4 10 

IDIOT 

M. F. T. 

2 

2 3 

IMBECILE 

M. F. T. 

1 
3 

2 
3 
1 

426 

MORON 

M. F. T. 

TABLE 5. Nativity of First Admissions and of Parents of First Admissions, 1937 

PARENTS OF MALE PARENTS OF FEMALE 
PATIENTS PATIENTS PATIENTS 

NATIVITY 

Both Both 
M. F. T. Fathers Mothers Parents Fathers Mothers Parents 

United States I 72 87 159 38 48 35 51 58 44 
Africa - - - - - - 1 - -
Canada; - 1 1 8 3 2 6 12 4 
England 1 1 2 1 1 - 1 1 1 
Finland - - - 1 - - - - -
France - - - - - - 1 - -
Greece - 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 
Ireland: - - - 5 4 3 2 1 1 
Italy - - - 9 7 7 7 6 6 
Norway - - - - 1 - - - -
Poland . - - - - - - 2 2 2 
Portugal - - - 2 1 1 4 2 2 
Russia - - - 2 2 2 1 1 1 
Scotland - - - 1 - - - - -
South American : - - - - 1 - - - -
Sweden . - - - 2 2 2 2 1 -
Other Countries : - - - 2 2 2 1 1 1 
Unknown - - - 1 - - 9 3 2 

Total 73 90 163 73 73 55 90 90 66 

.. 
I(Persons born 10 Hawau, Porto RICO and the Virgin Islands should be recorded as born in the U. S.) 
'lncludes Newfoundland. 

TABLE 6. Citizenship of First Adm,issions, 1987 
M. 

Citizens by birth . 72 
Ci tizens by naturalization 
Aliens . . 
Citizenship unknown 

Total 73 

F. 
87 

2 

90 

T. 
159 

2 
1 
1 

16:< 
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TABLE 7. Age of First Admissions Classified by Mental Status, 1937 

NOT 
AGE GROUP TOTAL IDIOT IMBECILE MORON MENTALLY 

DEFECTIVE 

M. F. T. M. F . T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F . T. 
o to 4 years 29 16 45 14 8 22 14 8 22 1 1 
5 to 9 years 21 21 42 7 6 13 11 7 18 3 8 11 

10 to 14 years 13 16 29 2 2 4 6 10 9 7 16 
15 to 19 years 8 36 44 1 3 9 12 4 26 30 
20 to 24 years 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 
35 to 39 years 1 1 1 1 

T otal 73 90163 22 16 38 34 30 64 17 42 59 

TABLE 8. Marital Condition of First Admissions, 1937, by Mental Status 

MARITAL CONDITION 
Single . 73 90 163 22 16 38 34 30 64 17 42 59 

Total 73 90 163 22 16 38 34 30 64 17 42 59 2 2 

TABLE 9. Population of Place of Residence of First Admissions, 1937, by Mental 
Status 

POPULA TION OF PLACE OF 
RESIDENCE 
0- 2,499 6 2 8 1 3 3 3 1 4 

2,500 to 9,999 10 13 23 3 4 5 5 10 2 7 9 
10,000 to 24,999 12 15 27 4 5 3 5 8 5 9 14 
25,000 to 49,999 2 6 8 2 2 4 4 4 
50,000 to 99,999 13 10 23 5 2 7 5 3 8 3 5 8 

100,000 to 249,999 14 26 40 5 4 9 7 10 17 2 11 13 
500,000 and over 16 17 33 5 7 12 9 5 14 · 2 5 7 
Unknown 1 1 

Total 73 90 163 22 16 38 34 30 64 17 42 59 2 2 

T ABLE 10. Economic Condition of Families of Fi'rst Admissions, 1937, by Mental 
Status 

ECONOMIC CONDITION 
Dependent. 14 31 45 3 1 4 3 7 10 8 21 29 2 2 
Marginal 56 55 111 17 13 30 30 22 52 9 20 29 
Comfortable 3 3 6 2 2 4 1 1 2 
Unknown 1 1 

Total 73 90 163 22 16 38 34 30 64 17 42 59 2 2 

T ABLE 11. Discharges 1937, by Mental Status and Chronological Age at Discharge 

AGE GROUP 
o to 4 years 2 2 1 1 
5 to 9 years 2 4 6 2 4 6 

10 to 14 years 8 3 11 4 2 6 2 2 2 3 
15 to 19 years 5 5 10 2 2 4 3 3 6 
20 to 24 years 8 12 20 2 1 3 6 7 13 3 3 
25 to 29 years 6 8 14 2 2 6 2 8 2 2 
30 to 34 years 4 7 11 2 3 4 4 3 1 4 
35 to 39 years 1 4 5 4 5 
40 to 44 years 3 3 3 3 
45 to 49 years 2 2 

Total 36 48 84 3 4 12 14 26 18 21 39 10 15 



TABLE 12. Length of Time within Institution during this Admission, First and Readmissions, Discharged during 1937, 
by Mental Status and Sex 

FiRST ADMISSIONS READMISSIONS TOTAL ADMISSIONS 

MENTAL STATUS 
Average Net Average Net Average Net 

Number Residence Number Residence Number Residence 

M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. 

Idiot 1 1 2 .04 3.50 1.77 - 2 2 - 6 . 27 6 . 27 1 3 4 .04 5 . 34 4 . 02 
Imbecile: 11 11 22 3.91 5.60 4.76 1 3 4 7.50 .37 2 . 15 12 14 26 4 . 21 4 . 48 4.36 
Moron 13 20 33 10.52 8.09 9.05 5 1 6 7.20 7.50 7 . 25 18 21 39 9 . 60 8 . 06 8.77 
Not Menially 'DeC';"uve 5 9 14 12.60 11. 83 12.10 - 1 1 - 7 . 50 7 .50 5 10 15 12.60 11.40 11.80 

Total 30 41 71 8.09 8.13 8.12 6 7 13 7.25 4.09 5.55 36 48 84 7.95 7.54 7.72 

'ij 
..... 
....; 

-l 
00 

t-:l 
~ 



22 P.D.78 

TABLE 13. Clinical Classification of Discharges, 1937, by Capability of Patient on 
Discharge 

TOTAL 
CLINICAL GROUPS 

CAPABLE 
OF SELF
S UPPORT 

CAPABLE OF I NCAPABLE OF 
PARTIAL SELF PRODUCTrvE 

SUPPORT VVORK 

M. F. T . M F . T . M. F. T. M. F. T . 

Familial 
Mongolism . . . . .. . 
VVith congenital cerebral spastic infantile paraly-

ses . . 
Post-infectional . . 
Post-tra umatic - natal . 
VVith epilepsy - symptomatic 
VVith epilepsy -idiopathic 
VVith endocrine disorder 
Undifferentiated 
Other forms 

Total 

11 16 27 
3 1 4 

3 - 3 
- 1 1 
1 - 1 
1 - 1 
1 1 2 
- 3 3 

16 25 41 
- 1 1 

5 7 12 

7 11 18 

36 48 84 12 18 30 

4 5 9 

4 4 8 

2 
3 

3 

5 

4 6 
1 4 

- 3 
1 1 
- 1 
- 1 
1 2 
3 3 

10 15 
1 1 

8 9 17 16 21 37 

TABLE 14. Deaths, 1937, by Mental Status and Chronological Age at Death 

AGE GROUP 

o to 4 years 
5 to 9 years 

10 to 14 years 
15 to 19 years 
20 to 24 years 
25 to 29 years 
30 to 34 years 
35 to 39 years 

Total 

TOTAL 

M. F. T . 

5 5 10 
1 3 4 
5 5 
459 
3 3 
1 1 
1 1 

1 

20 14 34 

IDIOT 

M. F . T . 

448 
1 1 

3 3 
1 2 3 
2 2 

11 7 18 

IMBECILE 

M. F . T. 

1 2 
1 2 
1 1 
325 

4 11 

MORON 

M. F . T . 

3 4 

NOT 
MENTALLY 
DEFECTIVE 

M. F. T. 



TABbE 15. Clinical Classification of Patients Dying in the Institution, 1937, by Causes of Death 

CAUSES OF DEATH Total 

M. F. 

1 
Infectious and Parasitic Diseases: 

Whooping-cough 
Epidemic cerebrospinal' men"ingitis 
Tuberculosis of the respiratory system 

Rheumatic Diseases, Nutritional Diseases, D'lseases ojthe Endo-
crine Glands and Other General Diseases: 

5 

Diabetes melli tus 
Disease. of the Nervous Sy~tem and of the Oruans o/Special S~nse; 

Other diseases of the spinal cord 
Cerebral hemorrhage, cerebral embolism and thrombosis 
Epilepsy 
Other disease; of the nervous system 
Diseases of the organs of special sense (ear, mastoid and eye) 2 

Diseases of the Circulatory System: 
Endocarditis . 

Diseases of the Respi~ator!l System:' .. 
Bronchopneumonia (including capillary bronchitis) . 1 5 5 
Lobar pneumonia . . 1 1 
Other diseases of the respiratory system (tuberculosis excepted) 1 

Diseases of the Digestive S !Istem: 
Diarrhea and enteritis 

Congenital Malformations: 
Congenital malformation (still-birth not included) 

Ill-Defined Causes of Death: 

Total . 1 20 14 

Mongo- develop- cerehral Post- Post- With With UnditTer-

With 
With Icongenital 

Familial 1 lism I mental spastic !infectional!traumatic-I ePilepsy-I familial I entiated 
cranial infantile natal idiopathic amaurosis 

anomalies paralyses 

T'IM. F. T·IM.F. T·IM.F. T·IM. F. T·IM.F. T· I M . F. T·IM. F. T · IM. F. T'I M . F. T. 

1= - I; - ; 11 11= 1= - - 1- - - 1- - - 1 1 - 1 1 2 3 

2 
1 
1 
1 
2 1 - - - 1- - - 1- - - 1- - - 1- - - 1- - -1- - -1- - -I 2 2 

2 1 = 2 I ~ 10 12 2 1 - 2 -
2 - 1 - - - 1- - - 1 1 - 1 
1 - 1 

34 1--;--:-; 1 2 4 6 13 3 6 1 2 1 3 1 1 2 12 - 2 1 2 - 2 1 1 - 1 1 5 5 10 

:-'=' 
t:1 
--.J 
00 

~ 
C;.:) 
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TABLE 16. Average Length of School Stay during the Present Admission of Cases in 
Residence on September 30, 1937 

AVERAGE LENGTH OF 
NUMBER RESIDENCE IN YEARS 

MENTAL STATUS 

M. F. T. M. F . T . 

Idiot 166 162 328 8.81 10.05 9.42 
Imheciie 389 485 874 9 . 15 11.61 10 . 51 
Moron 275 449 724 7.84 9 . 90 9.12 
Not Mentaily Defective 29 26 55 6.15 10. 99 8.44 

Total 859 1.122 1.981 8 . 56 10.70 9 . 77 

TABLE 17. Clinical Classification of Cases in Residence on September 30, 1937, by 
Mental Status and Sex 

NOT 
TOTAL IDIOT IMBECILE MORON MENTALLY 

CLINICAL GROUPS D EFECTIVE 

M . F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F . T. M. F T . 

Familial 232 362 594 31 17 48 94 149 243 95 187 282 12 9 21 
Mongolism 
With development':l cra-

65 65 130 21 19 40 44 45 89 1 1 

nial anomalies 
With congenital ce;ehr':l 

22 28 50 5 15 20 13 7 20- 4 6 10 

spastic infantile paral-
yses 29 20 49 6 9 15 12 7 19 9 4 13 2 

Post-infectionaJ 19 30 49 4 8 12 6 9 15 9 13 22 
Post-traumatic - natal 15 19 34 10 5 15 4 10 14 1 3 4 
Po.t-traumatic - post-

natal 9 16 4 5 5 4 9 
With epilepsy - sympto-

matic 2 10 1..2 2 3 5 5 5 2 
With epilepsy - idio-

pathic . 9 14 23 3 10 4 5 9 2 2 4 
With endocrine disorder . 9 10 19 1 6 9 15 2 2 
With familial amaurosis. 1 1 2 1 1 1 
With tuberous sclerosis 2 2 
With other organic nerv-

o us di seases 10 3 13 2 2 2 3 5 6 6 
Undifferentiated 418 538 956 77 74 151 192 225 417 135 224 359 14 15 29 
Other forms 19 13 32 2 3 5 10 7 17 7 2 9 1 1 

Total 8591,1221,981 166 162 328 389 485 874 275 449 724 29 26 55 
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