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1. The Buzz: Excellent Teachers Celebrated at State
House

Three Massachusetts Teachers of the Year attended today’s celebration at the State
House. From left to right: Cara Pekarcik (2018), Jamil Siddiqui (2019), and Sydney

Chaffee (2017, also National Teacher of the Year).

Earlier today, state officials recognized 15 outstanding teachers from across the
Commonwealth, including 2019 Massachusetts Teacher of the Year Jamil
Siddiqui from East Bridgewater Junior/Senior High School, Massachusetts
History Teacher of the Year Brinda Tahiliani of New Mission High School in
Boston, and 2017 Milken Family Foundation National Educator for
Massachusetts Daniel Adler of UP Academy Leonard in Lawrence.
The event also recognized:


2019 Teacher of the Year finalists Alexandra Caram, a library and
media specialist at Summer Street School in Lynnfield and Gavin Smith,
a biology teacher at the John D. O’Bryant School of Mathematics and
Science in Boston;



2019 Teacher of the Year semifinalists (Tracy Nadolny Duguay of the
Martin E. Young Elementary School in Randolph, Jessica Lander of
Lowell High School, Andrew Manning of Dorchester Academy in
Boston, and Paul Pitts-Dilley of the John D. O’Bryant School of
Mathematics and Science); and



the finalists for the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and
Science Teaching (Jennifer Fairbanks of Hopkinton High School, Beth
Johnson of Knox Trail Middle School in Spencer, Ellen Latham of the
John D. O'Bryant School of Mathematics and Science in Boston; Aaron
Osowiecki of Boston Latin School, Cara Pekarcik of North Quincy High
School, Mr. Siddiqui, and Kara Yifru of Milton High School).

Fourteen of Mr. Siddiqui’s former students became math teachers themselves,
and one of them, Suzanne Ferrell-Locke, who now teaches at a community

college in Florida, told the audience that Mr. Siddiqui showed how much he
cared for each new group of students each year by building a collage of photos
in his classroom using snapshots of them at sports games, at school events, or
hanging out at school. He took the photos himself. “He was there supporting his
students, event after event,” she said.
Mr. Siddiqi listed passion, motivation, and support as the three things a teacher
needs to bring to the classroom. “Students want to learn,” he said. “Students
want to succeed.”
All of the recognized educators will be automatically accepted into DESE’s
Teacher and Principal Advisory Cabinets. Applications for the cabinets are
open through June 29. Congratulations to all of the honorees!

2. New Resource: Maps of Curriculum Choices
A new page on DESE’s website focuses on two key levers for strengthening
curriculum: instructional materials and professional development. The page
offers two quick reference guides, one designed to help system leaders assess
their curriculum landscapes and the other designed to support alignment to the
Massachusetts curriculum frameworks for English language arts and literacy,
mathematics, and science and technology/engineering.
Also available on the new page are maps of curriculum choices showing which
English language arts and literacy, math, and science and
technology/engineering materials different districts use. The maps do not
include information from every district yet, but a number shared their
information. Districts can use the maps to:



see what curricula neighboring districts use (by going to the large map,
selecting one or more content areas, and clicking on each district),



see which other districts use a particular curriculum (by going to the
large map, clicking on the magnifying glass icon in the red banner of the
map navigation pane, and entering the name of the curriculum), and



see what the most popular curricula are by subject area and where each
is used (by going to the smaller maps and selecting items in the list in
the navigation pane).

3. Get Involved: CURATE Fellowship
We’re partnering with Teach Plus and the Rennie Center to launch a new
initiative called CURATE: CUrriculum RAtings by TEachers. Fellows will meet
in panels during the 2018-19 school year to review evidence on the quality and
alignment of commonly used English language arts/literacy, math, and science
and technology/engineering materials. Applications are due July 30 and require
a signed acknowledgement from the applicant’s principal or other supervisor.
Please consider nominating a teacher or applying for this opportunity yourself.

NOTE: This is the last of Teachers’ Top Three of the 2017-18 school year.
Have a great summer, everyone!
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