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To His Excellency the Governor, and
The Honorable Council.

The Inspectors of the State Prison respectfully
submit their fifth Annual Report, bringing down their
account of the affairs of the Institution to September
30th, 1832.

At the beginning of the year, there were two hun-
dred andfifty six convicts in the Prison. In the course
of it, eighty four have been discharged, on the expira-
tion of the time, for which they were sentenced, and ten
by remission of punishment; and eleven have died. The
whole number received in the same period is seventy
six; so that the number now here is two hundred and
twenty seven.

Of these, nine are patients in the Hospital or other-
wise incapable of labor, and twenty one are engaged in
performing various menial services yielding no direct
emolument to the Institution. The residue, one hun-
dred and ninety seven, are all who are employed in such
a manner, as to produce a pecuniary profit. The In-
stitution being necessarily adapted to the reception of a
larger number of convicts, it is obvious, that this dimi-
nution of the number must be unfavorable to its finances*
In order to balance the accounts of the year, the prison-
ers must earn enough (beside the cost of repairs and
that of their own support, including clothing, food, fuel,
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and medicine,) to pay the salaries of the Officers, and
also the expense of transport,ng convicts from all parts
of the State to the Prison, and of furnishing those dis-
charged, with the clothes and money allowed them by
law. Estimating the amount of these charges to be
fourteen thousand dollars, a low estimate, two hundred
convicts must earn on an average seventy dollars each
per year, beside their own support, in order to defray
them. But the increase of the number of convicts to
three hundred, would not probably add one thousand
dollars to these charges, which would therefore be met
by an average earning of less than fifty dollars each.

The quantity of labor lost by sickness has been much
greater the last year than the preceding. By patients
regularly admitted to residence in the Hospital, eight
hundred and fifty six days have been lost in consequence
of the peculiar disease to be hereafter mentioned, and
twenty one hundred and twenty seven days in consequence
of other diseases. And if we add the time lost by those
who were relieved from labor, as invalids, for a single
day, the whole loss by sickness will appear to be four
thousand three hundred and twenty five days. To coun-
ter-balance these disadvantages, there has been a gen-
eral demand for labor throughout the whole community
during the year. And besides, three years experience
has satisfied those who have dealings with the Prison,
that the discipline now maintained here, renders the
labor of the convicts really more valuable, and induces
them to pay a higher price for it. Accordingly, under
the only new contract made for labor during the past
year, the contractor began with paying thirty five cents,
and now pays fortyfive cents per day, the price in former
years having been only thirty three cents. The men thus
hired are employed in making hats.
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Experience is also constantly suggesting new arrange-
ments for the division and distribution of labor, in this,
as in other well regulated establishments ; so as to ob-
tain more work from the same number of men. As one
instance of this result, it may be mentioned, that twenty
one persons now perform in a perfectly satisfactory man-
ner, those menial services in which more than thirty have
often been employed in former years.

Finding that the summer season, in which the annual
contracts for supplies of food have hitherto been made,
was less favorable for that purpose than the autumn,
the Inspectors advised the Warden to alter the time of
contracting ; and the result for the present year has
been, that the proposals now made are more than thir-
teen per cent less than those received last summer from
the same parties; and in the interval the supplies have
been procured at nearly sixteen per cent less than the
lowest proposal then made.

The accounts lor the year are not yet made up. But
the Inspectors are confident that if due allowance is
made for loss of labor by sickness, and for the extraor-
dinary expenses of the disease recently prevailing in the
Prison, which will be distinguished from others, the re-
sult of those accounts will present another instance of
that, constantly progressive improvement from year to
year, which they have had the satisfaction to witness
ever since their appointment. Whatever may be that
result, it is to be relied on with perfect confidence, be-
ing founded on an actual account of stock, taken at the
end of each year, by a competent person not connected
with the Prison. To facilitate a comparison of the
present with the preceding years, it may be proper to
state, that in the year 1828, when the present system
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was introduced by law, but not yet carried into efficient
operation,

The deficit of the year, was $12,167 07
That of the year 1829, was 7,599 70
That of the year 1830, was 6,897 02
That of the year 1831, was 477 31
The occupations of the Convicts are as follows.

1. Profitably employed.
In connexion with Stone Cutting

Stone Cutters and Tool Grinders, - 80
Team Hands, -----9
Blacksmiths, -----21

no
Cabinet Makers, on. contract, -

- 40
Brush Makers, on contract, - - - 10
Shoe Makers, -

-
- -

- 10
White Smiths, -----9
Tailors, ------8
Hatters, on contract, 5
Coopers, - 3
Carpenters, -

-
- -

- 2
197In all.

2. Without profit.
In Domestic Services.

hi Cooking, Washing, and Baking, - 8
Sawyers and Lumpers, - - 4
Waiters and Messengers, - - 3
Sweepers, -

- - 2
Barbers, -

- - - 2
Attendants in the Hospital. - 2

21In all,
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21
To which add patients in Hospital, . 8

and Imbecile, . .
• 1

In all, . 30
It may be interesting to remark, that of the 76 per-

sons committed to the prison this year, eight are blacks
or mulattoes, six of whom could not write. Of the 68
whites, 46 were born in New England, and 22 were born
elsewhere. Three of the former number, and ten of the
latter, could not write at the time of their admission.
With reference to the prevalence of different crimes
among us, it may be stated, that not more than two
persons have been sent here this year for any one of-
fence, excepting those of stealing and passing counter-
feit money. Those crimes of which there are fewer
convictions than two in a year, in so large a State as
Massachusetts, can hardly be spoken of as prevalent.

In this year, an extraordinary disease made its ap-
pearance among the convicts, of the medical character
of which an account will be given in the Report of the
Physician. Early in the summer, and as soon as it was
known, that the epidemic, which has raged of late years
in Asia and in Europe, had appeared in North America,
the Inspectors advised the Warden to have the upper
story in the west wing of the old Prison, cleared out
and white-washed, anticipating that it might be needed
for an additional Hospital.

At the same time, they desired that this should be
done with as little expense as possible, and without ex-
citing any alarm, no motive being assigned for it, but
that of putting all the apartments in proper order. The
precaution was not superfluous. On the 6th of August,
the Inspectors were informed that a violent disease, the



first symptoms of which resembled those of Cholera, had
broken out, and they immediately repaired to the Prison,
where they found that more than one hundred convicts
had been attacked, many of them severely, since the
preceding day. The Inspectors visited all the patients,
and saw that they had all needful attendance, and the
best accommodations, that circumstances would permit.
The Physician, and several other medical gentlemen,
whose aid was invited by him, were present, exerting
themselves for the relief of the sick with a skill of which
the best evidence is its success.

A request was made by the Physician of the Prison,
that a chemical examination might be had of the rem-
nants of the preceding day’s food, and also of the evacu-
ations of the patients, for the special purpose of ascer-
taining whether they contained any thing poisonous or
deleterious to health. He also requested that an Apoth-
ecary might be appointed to examine and weigh all the
articles in the Dispensary, to compare them with the
quantity purchased and the prescriptions made, and to
report any deficiency of medicines which might prove
deleterious if mixed with food. Both these requests
were complied with. The first examination was en-
trusted to Professor Webster of Harvard University,
who reported that he discovered nothing poisonous in
any of the articles; and the second was conducted by
Mr. Daniel White, a respectable Apothecary, who stat-
ed, that having compared the bills for medicine purchas-
ed, with the quantity on hand, he found the difference
fully accounted for by the prescriptions of the Physi-
cian. The Inspectors considered it their duty to make
further enquiries, in order to ascertain whether the dis-
order had been occasioned by any fault or neglect, and
whether any and what precautions could be taken to
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prevent its recurrence. And as suspicions had been
publicly expressed, that it might have been occasioned
by the use of spurred rye, they caused all the rye, re-
maining in the barrel from which the prisoners had been
supplied on the day before the disease broke out, to be
measured and weighed, and then carefully examined by
a competent person not connected with the Prison, who
was instructed to pick out every particle of spurred rye,
or other foreign substance, and put the same in a sealed
parcel.

This parcel, together with a quantity of the rye, was
sent to Drs. Bigelow, Channing and Ware, with certain
specific questions, in answer to which they state, that
the spurred rye contained in that parcel, was less than
is ordinarily found in the same quantity of good mer-
chantable rye, being less than a grain, by weight, to a
quart; and that it could not have produced any sensible
effect on health. They further declare, after a careful
examination of all the circumstances of the case, that
they know no reason for believing or suspecting that the
disease was occasioned by any deleterious substance of
a cognizable nature taken into the stomach. In corro-
boration of this opinion, it may be stated, that the same
articles of food continued to be used by the prisoners
during their convalescence and afterwards, and this
without producing any bad effect whatever.

The disease continued for some weeks, though with
diminished violence. The whole number of convicts
affected by it, more or less severely, was 196. As long
as it wore an alarming or even a serious aspect, all the
sick were visited by one or more of the Inspectors every
day ; and it gives them pleasure to say, that from first to
last, they found every officer at his post, faithfully, vigi-
lently, and quietly doing his duty. Much is due on this

2 s
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score to the Physician, whose proceedings throughout
were equally distinguished by calmness and energy.
Every thing was conducted with perfect order and re-
gularity. The occurrence was certainly a severe test
of the discipline of the Institution, and the result is a
manifest proof of its excellence.

Of the Warden it is praise enough to say, that under
his administration, the Prison has steadily advanced in
the career of improvement, on which it entered under
that of his predecessor. The labors of the Chaplain,
also, have been distinguished by the same zeal and abili-
ty as heretofore, and attended with the like results.

A monthly record of the behavior of the convicts is
kept, from which it appears, that most of them have
been uniformly obedient, and many of them exemplary
in their conduct. There has been little occasion for
punishment during the year.

Upon the whole, the Inspectors congratulate the Ex-
ecutive and the Commonwealth on the success of a sys-
tem, at once wise, humane and economical, and afford-
ing to the convicts every possible opportunity and in-
ducement for reformation ; and on the possession of an
Institution, which, though it may be liable to some fluc-
tuations, depending mainly on the price of labor in the
vicinity, is yet, on the whole, competent to support it-
self permanently. They have never held out higher
expectations than these in relation to it, and after a
careful observation of its progress for more than four
years, they do not hesitate to say, that these expecta-
tions are now realized.

F. C. GRAY, )
S. LELAND, > Inspectors.
CHARLES WELLS, )

State Prison , Sept. 30th, 1832.
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October 13th, 1832.

Since this Report was prepared, the accounts have
been made up, and it appears from them, that after de-
fraying all expenses, including those occasioned by the
late sickness, there is a balance of profit, for the last
year, amounting to $4,192 32. This balance, however,
includes an advance on the value of the stock on hand,
estimated by the Warden at $100; and also the amount
received this year for work wholly or partially perform-
ed in the last, but which was not credited until received.
The aggregate of ali these allowances may be from
$1,300 to $1,500. The profit of the year is to be main-
ly attributed, however, to the continued demand for
labor, especially in the stone department. Any consid-
erable variation in this respect, would materially affect
the income of the Prison.
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To His Excellency Levi Lincoln , and
the Honorable Council of the Commonwealth.

The Warden of the State Prison has the honor to
make his semi-annual “ Statement of the affairs of the
Prison,” and to report as follows :

The whole number of convicts in confinement
on the 30th September, 1831, was -

- 256
Received during the last six months, 25

281

Discharged during the same period, - 42
Sentences remitted, - - - 8
Died, 7—57

In confinement on the 31st of March, 1832, 224

Larceny, 159 Adultery, 2
Burglary, 16 Murder, sentences
Forgery, 7 commuted, 2
Counterfeiting, 18 Attempt to Rape, 6
Arson, 1 Attempt to Murder, 4
Beastiality, 1 Felonious assault, 5
Robbery, 1 Manslaughter, 2

In confinementfor the following Crimes

224
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Natives of the following States and Countries.

Maine, 11
Massachusetts, 102
Nevv-York, 10
New-Hampshire, 17
Vermont, 6
New-Jersey, 1
Maryland, 5
Pennsylvania, 8
Connecticut, 8
Virginia, 2
South Carolina, 1

Rhode Island, 9
England, 7
Holland, 1
France, 1
Ireland, 19
British Colonies, 9
Scotland, 4
St. Domingo, 1
Brazil, 1
Africa, 1

224

Ages of whom are asfollows, viz:

14 to 25 y’s, 48 35 to 45 y’s, 49 55 to 65 y’s, 7
25 to 35 “101 45 to 55 “ 15 65 to 75 “ 4

224

Terms of whose Sentences are as follows
1 year 20 3 years 29 7 years 14 15 years I
H“73£“28 “ 3 17 “ 1
If “ 2 4 “ 12 10 “ 7 Life, 43
2 “ 45 5 “ 21 12 “ 2
2i “ 8 € “ 6 14 “ 1 224
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Employed as follows:

Cutting Stone, 70
Carpenter, 1
Grinding Pools, 2
Blacksmiths, 18
Cabinet Makers, 38
Brush Makers, 8
Team Hands, 13
Shoe Makers, 13
Tailors, 7
White Smiths, 7
Coopers, 9
Hatters, 5

Cooks, 5
Shop Waiters, 2
Barbers, 2
Waiter in Chapel, 1
Invalids, 2
Maniac, 1
Washers, 3
Waiters in N. Prison, 2
Yard Lumpers, 3
House Waiters, 2
Patients in Hospital, 8
Waiters and Nurses in do. 2

224

Of those received the preceding six months 18 are for
Larceny, 3 for Counterfeiting, 1 for Burglary, 2 for For-
gery, and 1 for attempt to Murder with poison—2s. Of
the 224 Convicts, 39 are confined on second commit-
ments, 24 on third, 3 on fourth, and 3 on fifth commit-
ments. 37 are blacks and rnulattoes, and 1 Indian ; and
101 of the number are, or have been married. The
great decrease of the number of convicts, their orderly
deportment, the augmentation of labor in proportion to

numbers, the obvious and deep interest which many of
them evince in the moral and religious instruction af-
forded them, as well as the salutary resolutions
which appear to impress those discharged ; the favora-
ble accounts we have of those who have been long
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enough in the exercise of freedom, since their discharge,
to show that many of them have resolved with a fixed
and determined purpose, to refrain from evil; and the
success of the financial operations of the prison, present
the Institution under the aspects of consummated suc-
cess and flattering improvement, affording to those who
have labored in its cause, compensation, ample and
gratifying. The laws passed during the last session of
the Legislature, in amendment of those already existing,
and augmenting the salaries of the Chaplain and Super-
intendent of the Stone Department, giving discretionary
power to the Warden to increase the ration of the Con-
victs, in certain cases, and appropriating a sum equal to
the probable cost of the alterations and additions, neces-
sary for a residence for the Warden within convenient
limits, will have a salutary tendency as regards the ulti-
mate objects of the institution, although the consequent
increase of expense may prove in a slight degree unfa-
vorable to its financial results.

There is one class of the Officers of this Prison whose
arduous duties appear to demand an increase of salary.
It is the Watchmen—whose compensation being only
three hundred dollars per annum, and who are prohibit-
ed by law from conducting any other business, and from
deriving any other pay or perquisite, the undersigned
would respectfully recommend, that the salaries of the
Watchmen should therefore be augmented to three hun-
dred and twenty dollars, and is fully sensible that such
augmentation is demanded by justice and good policy.

The undersigned, about to close his services in the
Institution, and feeling a desire for its future success,
has in preparation a Model of the Prison yard, walls,
and suitable buildings and shops, which may be adopted,
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in his opinion, with advantage, whenever it shall be
found necessary to erect an Hospital, to build new shops,
or additional cells. He also has prepared a plan of a
house for the Warden, and which he now has the honor to
present. In anticipation of his early resignation, the
Warden has caused an account of stock to be taken,
with due regard to accuracy and value, and the accounts
of the half year closing on the 31st of March, being made
up, in conformity to law, present a net gain to the Insti-
tution, after deducting every expense for the preceding
six months, of two thousand one hundred and fifty-five
dollars and fifteen cents.

It is not probable that results more favorable will en-
sue from the operations of the ensuing six months, the
decreasing number of the Convicts not warranting such
anticipations ; but should the results prove as advanta-
geous, there will be a net gain to the Institution of more
than four thousand dollars, from the labor of the Con-
victs during the present year. The discipline and gen-
eral police of the Prison, has, during the same time, been
preserved in all their necessary rigid features, and with
but comparatively few instances of coercion or punish-
ment. There will remain enough of arduous duty, how-
ever, for the full occupation of the faculties and industry
of the successor of the present Warden, notwithstanding
the favorable aspects which the Institution now presents,
to sustain the character of the establishment in all its
relations, to maintain the discipline, and to conduct the
general concerns of the Prison to continue success.

In thus closing his last Report on the affairs of this
Institution, the undersigned is by no means insensible to
the many instances of kindness and forbearance which
have been extended to him by the Members of the Leg-



17

islature, and more especially of the many valuable sug-
gestions of friendly and supervising care and notices of
His Excellency the Governor. He would also manifest
his respect and gratitude to the members of the Board of
Inspectors, who have sustained his efforts in all that the
Institution and their duty required ; nor can he close
without bearing testimony to the industry and zeal of the
other Officers of the Prison. Committing the Institu-
tion and those who may have charge over it, to the be-
nignant interposition and care of Him “ in whom we live
and move and have our being,” the undersigned has the
honor to be, with the most profound respect and con-
sideration,

Your Excellency’s and Honors’
Very obedient Servant,

WILLIAM AUSTIN, Warden.
Massachusetts State Prison, }

April 21st, 1832. 5

> s
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To His Excellency Levi Lincoln , and the
Hon. Council of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

The Warden of the State Prison, has the honor to

present the following “Statement of the general affairs
of the Prison,” in compliance with his duty as is re-

quired by law.

The whole number of convicts remaining in Pri-
son, October 1, 1831, 256

Whole number received during the last year, . 76

332

Number discharged during the year on expira-
tion of sentence, 84

Number discharged by remission of sentence, . 10
Died, 11

105

Whole number in confinement 30th September,
1832, inclusive, 227

Ages of those remaining in Prison.
From 15 to 20 years, .... 17

“ 20 to 25 “
.... 46

“ 25 to 30 “
.... 44

“ 30 to 35 “
.... 36

“ 35 to 40 “
.... 28

From 40 to 50 years, .... 40
“ 50 to 60 “

.... 12
“ 60 to 70 «

.... 3
“ 70 to 80 “

.... 1

Making, . 327
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For 5 months 2

“g “ 2

“8 “ 1

“10 “ 1
“ 1 year 18
“ 1 year and 2 months, . . l!

“1““3 “
. . 1

“ 1 “ “6 “
. .

4,

“ 2 years, 37
“ 2 years and 2 months, . . 1

“2““3 “
. . 1

“2““8 “
. . 1

“ 3 “
. . 27

“ 3 “ “2 “
. . l|

“ 3 “ “6 “
, . 2'

“4 “ 16

For 5 years, 23
“ 5 years and 6 months, .

. 2

Kg « 5
“ C “ and 6 months, . . 1
k 7 k 14

“8 5

“10 “ 8

“11 “ and 6 months, . . J

“12 “ X

j “13 “ 1

“14 “ 1

“15 “ 1

“17 “ 1

For Life, 44

Making, 227

Maine, .Ill]
New Hampshire, 22 j
Massachusetts, 100,
Vermont, 5

Rhode island, 8|
Connecticut, 9j
New York, 10!
New Jersey, 1
Pennsylvania, 7

Maryland, 5

Virginia, 2 j
South Carolina, 11

of Colombia, .... 1

West Indies, .3

British Provinces in N. America, 5

England 10

Ireland, 10

[[Scotland, 5

France, 1

Holland X

Africa, 1
jForeigners, 45

''[Americans, 182
Pairing, 227

Slates, Countries, and Islands, of which they are Natives.

Terms of Sentences of those remaining•
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Larceny, - -- -- -- - 143 j
Assault and Larceny, - - - - 2

Passing Counterfeit Money, - - 13

Having in possession instruments
to counterfeit coin, with intent
to use the same, ----- 1

Assault and extorting money, - 1

Murder, sentence commuted, - 3

Robbery, sentence commuted, - 1
Poisoning with intent to Murder, 1
Attempt to Poison, ----- 1

Assault with intent to Rape, - - 71

[Common and notorious Thief, - 14

Burglary, --------17

Forgery, -
-- 7

Felonious Assault, -----4

Manslaughter, ------1
Assault with intent to Murder, - 3

Adultery, - -- -- -- - 4
Bestiality, - -- -- -- 1

Burning Barn, ------2

Receiving Stolen Goods, - - - 1

Making, - -- --
-- - 227

Stone Cutters, ------ 77ij
Carpenters, ------- 2
Team Hands, ------9
Tool Grinders, ------3
Blacksmiths, -------21

Whitesmiths, 9
Shoemakers, ------10
Tailors, 8
Cabinet makers, ----- 40

Brush makers, - -- -- -10

Barbers, - --
-- -- - 2

Coopers, - 3|

[Hatters, - --
-- -- - 5

Cooking, Washing, and Baking, 8
Waiter and Runner, - -

-
- 1

Wardens and Guard-room Wail-
| ers, 8

Sweepers and Waiters in New
Prison, - -- -- -- - 2

Wood Sawyers and Yard Lum-
pers, ------- - 4

Attendants in Hospital, - - - 2
Patients in Hospital, - - - - 8
Imbecile, - -- --

-- - 1

Making, --------227

Crimes of those remaining

Employment
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Of the convicts remaining in Prison, 21 are negroes,
18 mulattoes, and 1 Indian. 47 are confined on 2d

commitment, 21 on 3d commitment ; 5 on 4th, and 3
on sth commitment.

Of the 76 committed within the last year ; 54 were
for the crime of Larceny, 1 for having in possession in-
struments to counterfeit coin with intent to use the
same ; 5 for passing counterfeit money ; 2 for Forgery ;

2 for being common and notorious thieves ; 2 for Bur-
glary ; 1 for Poisoning with intent to Murder ; one for
Assault and Larceny ; 2 for attempt to Rape ; 1 for
Assault and extorting money ; 1 for Burning a Barn ;

2 for Adultery ; 1 for Murder, sentence commuted, and
1 for an attempt to Poison. 32 are natives of Massa-
chusetts ; 10 of New Hampshire ; 3 of Vermont ; 3of
Maine ; 1 of Rhode Island ; 1 of Connecticut ; 1 of
New York ; 2 of Pennsylvania ; 1 Virginia ; 1 District
Columbia; 2 from British Provinces in North America ;

1 from St. Domingo ; 4 from England ; 2 from Scot-
land, and 10 from Ireland.

Within a period of four and a half years, a term
co-equal with the existence of the Law, now in force,
for the “Government and Regulation of the State Pri-
son,” 371 convicts have been discharged by expiration
and 49 by a remission of their sentences ; of the form-
er, 29 have been recommitted to this Prison, 21 of
whom now remain, and of the latter 3 have been re-
committed and are now in confinement. Of 224 that
have been discharged by expiration of sentence since
the Ist day of January, 1830, 12 have been returned,
and 9 remain in confinement ; and of the 28 whose
sentences have been remitted during the same period
of time, 1 only has returned and is still remaining. As
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nothing of an unfavorable character has been heard
from a large portion of those who have been discharged
from this prison, since April, 1828, there is good reason
to hope that they have become convinced that “the
way of the transgressor is hard,” and have therefore,
returned to their families and friends, and are now wor-
thy and industrious members of the community in w'hich
they reside.

On the first of May last, my much esteemed and
highly respected predecessor resigned the Wardenship
of this Institution ; the arduous duties of which, he had
so satisfactorily sustained for more than three years, to
engage in employments more congenial to the better
feelings of our nature, and with prospects of greater
pecuniary emolument.

The discipline established under his administration
has been continued in successful operation, and increas-
ing confidence in its efficacy, is derived from the fact,
that no unfavorable change has been discovered since
the relinquishment of the executive duties of the Pri-
son, by ti;e able and efficient hand that first put it in
operation ; and it is very gratifying to remark, that
punishments have not been increased to secure the
good order, obedience and industry which have prevail-
ed even during the season of unusual sickness, when
restriction in the quantity both of food and drink were
imposed on those in good health, as well as the sick in
all departments of the Prison.

During the past year, ample means for the employ-
ment of all the convicts have been at command, and
present appearances indicate as favorable prospects for
the one upon which we have now entered. The quan-
tity as well as productiveness of labor, will, however,
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in a great measure, be regulated by the state of busi-
ness in the community at large ; and in order to secure
a full share of public patronage, the Prison must neces-

sarily be subjected to some of the vicissitudes and risks
which affect individual interests.

The order of the Supreme Executive Council passed
on the 24th of April last, requiring “such additions and
alterations to be made within the old Warehouse” “as
will render it a convenient building for the residence of
the Warden,” has been so far complied with, as that
contracts have been made for the execution of the
work, which are now in the course of fulfilment; and it is
expected that the building will be completed and ready
for occupation, by the month of January next. While
discharging the multifarious duties appertaining to his
office, the Warden has the pleasure to acknowledge the
kind attentions and friendly council received from the
Hon, Board of Inspectors, the Rev. Chaplain, the Phy-
sician, and from the late Warden ; and he would do in-
justice to the merits of the officers immediately associa-
ted with him in the government and discipline of the
convicts, were he to forbear noticing the faithful atten-
tion which has been given to the various duties devolv-
ing upon them and the promptness with which every
order has been executed, whether for the promotion of
the health and comfort of the unfortunate men placed
under their charge ; or for advancing all the great and
important interests of the Institution.

On referring to the following brief schedule of the fi-
nancial operations of the year, it will appear that the
profits, have exceeded all the expenses of the Prison,
in the sum of $4,192 31 ; but it is proper to remark
that from 800 to $lOOO of the balance is from the
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earnings of the year, ending 50th September, 1831, and
which was not included in the report of that year.—
And for the reason, that it consisted of labor performed
in manufacturing stock, for persons to whom the labor
was not usually charged, until the manufactured articles
were delivered. The balance, has also been increased
by the sale of considerable quantities of stone, which
were partially worked in former years, and have been
remaining on hand. Considering therefore, the extra
expenses, and loss of labor, occasioned by the sickness
in August last, it is presumed that the profits on the la-
bor, performed during the year which has just closed
upon us would have been equal to the balance present-
ed in the account had the usual good health prevailed.

In taking a prospective view of the financial con-
cerns for the present year, it can scarcely be expected
that the results will be quite as favorable as have been
those of the past, particularly, if the number of prison-
ers, should continue to diminish ; the contracts for sup-
plies of rations and the prices of all kinds of fuel are
much increased over those of the last year for the same
articles; the state of the pickits and buildings are
as will render considerable repairs necessary, the ensu-
ing season ; still, there is good reason to anticipate, at
least, an income, something beyond the whole expendi-
tures for the support of the Prison.

All the accounts, of the receipts and disbursements
of the past year, ending 30th September last, with the
proper vouchers will be prepared and lodged in the
Treasurer’s office as is required by law, as soon as con-
venience will admit of so doing.



Dr. Disbursements and Income for one year, ending September 30th, 1831. Cr.

To Cash paid for Provisions, - $5,783 04
“ " “ Clothing, . - - - 2,898 78

“ “ “ Hospital Expenses, - 272 75
“ “ “ Fuel, Repairs, &c. &c., -

- 2,630 53
“ “ “ Officers Salaries, - - - 12,250 00
“ “ “ Prisoners discharged, - - 392 55
“ “ “ Transportation of Convicts, - 408 00
“ “ on Account of peculiar Sickness, - 265 54
Balance being Profits, - -

- - $4,192 32

$29,099 51

By Stone Department for Profits, ... $16,975 11
“ Profits of Labor Department, - 8,940 46
“ Fees of Admittance, ----- 657 Q0
“ Profits of Coopering Department, - 1,659 41
“ Fixtures and Tools, 29 59
“ Sales of Merchandize, - -

- - 598 37
“ Profits and Loss for Interest, - 239 57

$29,099 51
“ Balance, being excess of Income over Expen-

ditures for the year, ----- $4,192 32

tc
O’

All ol which is most respectfully submitted,
By your obedient and very humble servant,

Massachusetts Slate Prison , Oct. 18th, 1832.

CHARLES LINCOLN, Jr.
Warden.
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His Excellency Levi Lincoln ,

Sir

I have the honor to inform your Excellency, that
Proposals have been received and accepted to construct
a Dwelling for the residence of the Warden of this In-
stitution, in most respects agreeable to the plan submit-
ted by my worthy predecessor, and approved of by your
Excellency and the Honorable Council, —for a sum not
exceeding the appropriation. It has been found, how-
ever, on examination, that the plan does not represent
correctly the width of the Store-House ; —which error
was not discovered until after the Architect had drawn
a working plan, accompanied by a Specification, and
upon which the Contract was made. The Store-House
is 32 feet in width,—but was presumed by the plan to
be but 28 feet. The new part is to be 40 feet—and
consequently projects but 4 feet each side of the width
of the Store-House—and if built upon this plan, will
leave an opening for the windows of 18 to 20 inches
only in the clear, after the frames are set. The Con-
tractor proposes to increase the width of the new part
to 44 feel—and which, by so doing, will allow of win-
dows of tbe same dimensions as those in the other parts
of the house—but will increase the expense $lOO to
$125 beyond the appropriation. I have consulted with
the Hon. Judge Lcland and Hon. Charles Wells, and
have their united opinion that it would be preferable to
adopt the proposition of the Contractor, rather than to
be under the necessity of constructing windows of such
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disproportionate dimensions. I have concluded, there-
fore, to suspend the further progress of the work, until
the convenience of your Excellency will afford opportu-
nity to instruct me upon the subject. All the Proposals
for building and making the alterations required (ex-
cepting that which is accepted) exceeded the amount
of the appropriation, from $205 to $275.

I am happy to inform your Excellency that the Insti-
tution continues to be favored with the usual good
health, order and industry.

Most Respectfully,
Your Excellency’s

Ob’t. and Humble Serv’t,
CHARLES LINCOLN, Jr.

Warden M. S. Prison.
State Prison,

Charlestown, July 9, 1832.
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Worcester, July 11, 1832.

Your letter of the 9th was received by me, through
the mail of last evening. It is much to be regretted
that so great an inadvertence should have occurred as

the mistake in the admeasurement of the walls of an
existing Building, by which the plan and estimates for
the new Structure must be affected. Yet as the Con-
tract is already made in conformity with the supposed
dimensions of the old building, it must now be varied in
such manner as to meet this unexpected occasion. The
proportions and convenience of the part to be erected
must not be sacrificed to the error which has been com-
mitted, in estimating the width of the present building—-
but old and new should be made to preserve the same
relative proportions which were intended. Without
making myself further responsible, than for this opinion,
under the existing state of things, I feel no doubt that
you will be fully justified in thus varying the Contract,
provided it may be done within the limitation of expense
which you suggest:—indeed, you hardly have any alter-
native. It would be wholly unpardonable to destroy the
symmetry of the building by a disproportionate arrange-
ment of the parts, and thus, in fact, also defeat the very
plan, which, in reference to its just proportions, was
approved and accepted by the Council. For the excess
of cost, beyond the appropriation, reliance must be had
upon the wisdom and liberality of the Legislature, as,
without further authority, the Executive will be restrict-

Sir :
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ed to the sum mentioned in the Resolve. I distinctly ad-
vise, however, that you should accede to the proposals
of the Contractor, to increase the width of the Building
to the extent, and upon the terms you have suggested,
in the assured confidence, that, under the circumstan-
ces, no other course can be so satisfactorily pursued.
I repeat, that it cannot be justified, to spoil the Build-
ing, by conforming it to an erroneous plan. It were
better even, that it should not be constructed at all,
than to do this.

It is with great satisfaction that I hear of the con-
tinued good health, order and industry which prevail in
the Institution.

You will please to consider yourself at liberty to con-
sult me at all times, when my advice or directions may
be desirable.

With much esteem,
Yours, &c

LEVI LINCOLN
Charles Lincoln, Jr. Esq.,

Warden of the State Prison.
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To His Excellency Levi Lincoln, Governor of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, and the Honorable Coun-
cil :

The subscriber, Chaplain of the Massachusetts State
Prison, asks leave to present the following Report in re-
lation to that department of the Institution more es-

pecially assigned to his charge. In some of his previous
Reports, he has ventured to speak, somewhat in detail,
of the more prominent principles which should form the
basis of every system of Prison Discipline. On the
present occasion, it is his design to be brief, and to con-
fine his remarks principally, to the every day occurren-
ces and transactions of the Institution during the past
year. First of all he would notice the goodness of God,
in the uninterrupted order, industry and tranquillity which
have prevailed in the Prison—and in that quiet and sub-
dued state of feeling, which, in a remarkable degree, has
characterised, with rarely an exception, its unhappy in-
mates. He is confident he can state with truth, that in
no year since his residence at the Prison, has there
been so little to interrupt the peace and quiet of the
place, or so few outbreakings of a revengeful and unsub-
dued spirit. He Hatters himself, that while such results
are, in a great measure, to be ascribed, under Provi-
dence, to the faithful and discreet exercise of authority
on the part of the executive officers of the Institution—-
still, that something may be claimed for the influence of
those means of moral and religious instruction which the
Government of the State has so benevolently and lib-
erally furnished by the Laws which she has enacted.



31

During the year which has just closed, there has not
been, it is thought, so many instances of deep and per-
manent religious feeling as distinguished the year pre-
vious ; and yet there has been no marked diminution of
interest on the part of the prisoners generally, in the
means of instruction furnished them—or of attention to
whatever has been addressed to them whether in public
or private. It is well known to your Excellency and
Honors, that in the month of August last, this Institution
was visited in a very unusual and alarming manner, with
sickness. This visitation was sudden and overwhelming.
During the stillness and quiet of the Sabbath, after the
solemn services of the Sanctuary, this messenger of the
Almighty entered the Prison. So rapid was he in the
accomplishment of his commission, and so strong the
arm which achieved his triumphs, that in less than twen-
ty four hours, more than one hundred of the convicts
were laid prostrate, and many of them, apparently at
the very gate of death. Then it was, that every in-
mate of the Prison, however hardened and atheistical
he may have before appeared, seemed to feel that a
mightier hand than any of mere created power, was in
the midst of them. Not a heart but quailed under the
exhibitions of that power, which, as it were in a mo-
ment, had prostrated, not the weakest merely, but the
strongest and most hardy of their number. Not a soul
but felt that God was there. It was most interesting in
passing through the crowded Hospitals, and the apart-
ments, literally thronged with the helpless victims of
disease, to notice the subdued and awe-struck spirit,
the stillness and quietness every where exhibited. Pre-
viously to this fearful visitation, the Prisoners had had
some notice of the fearful ravages of the Malignant
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Cholera in some parts of the Eastern Continent, and
were aware also, that it had made its appearance on our
own shores. After the public exercises of the Sabbath,
already referred to, the Proclamation of the Chief Magis-
trate of the Commonwealth, designating and recom-
mending the subsequent Thursday to be observed as a
day of public Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer, in refer-
ence to the Pestilence which was desolating some parts
of our Country, and which we had reason to fear, might
speedily visit the State in which we lived, was read in
the Chapel. The Chaplain took this occasion to re-
mark, how suitable he considered such a measure to be,
at a crisis so deeply interesting, and to express his grat-
itude that a day had been set apart, on which the com-
munity might, unitedly, implore the Divine interposition
in their behalf. He exhorted them to study to prepare
their hearts for the proper and acceptable observance
of that day, as no one could tell how soon or suddenly
we might be visited by the desolating scourge, and none
could predict “ What a day might bring forth.” When
therefore, the disease of which we have spoken appear-
ed as it did on this same Sabbath, nothing could be
more natural than the conclusion adopted by all, that
the grand destroyer had actually appeared and was in
the midst of them.

It is not the design of the Chaplain, neither is it his
province to speak of the nature or peculiar characteristics
of this disease. This he leaves to others on whom the
duty more appropriately devolves; but he desires, in this
place and on this occasion, to testify to the truly won-
derful goodness and loving kindness of Him “ ivho kills
and makes alive, ivho wounds and ivho heals, ” that of all
those who were attacked in this sudden and violent man-
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ner, not a single individual was suffered to become the
victim of death. Whatever the disease may have been,
it can hardly be doubted, that had not medical aid been
promptly afforded, and skilfully applied, in all the cases
where the attack was violent, not a few of the number
attacked, must in a very short time, “ have gone the way
of all the earth.”

The constant and unwearied attention of the Physician
of the Prison—as also of those associated with him at
that juncture, by day and by night, and the solicitude
on the part of the Inspectors and Officers of the Prison,
to do every thing in their power for the relief and com-
fort of the sick, excited in the breasts of the prisoners,
feelings of gratitude and of obligation, which in many
cases, the power of language seemed too feeble to ex-
press. Some whose hearts were never before known to
relent, or to possess any thing of generous and humane
feeling, were heard to exclaim, even with tears—“ We
did not believe there remained in the world, so much of
kindness and compassion as now we see manifested to-
wards us.” It can hardly be doubted, but some of these
individuals will carry with them to their graves, salutary
impressions made by (he Dispensation of Providence to
which we have adverted. Truly, while we “ speak of
Judgment' 1' 1 we are permitted also to “ sing of mercy.”

1 he Sabbath School, it is believed, has lost none of its
interest, either with the teachers, or the prisoners who
are the subjects of its instructions. On the minds of
many, its influence is, unquestionably, most salutary.
The Commonwealth and this Institution owe very much
to the kind offices of those, who, from Sabbath to Sab-
bath, volunteer their services, as laborers, in this depart-
ment of Christian benevolence. Ihe average number of

5 s
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convicts who are brought into this school, is about one
hundred and ten. I 1 or a few weeks after the occurrence
of the sickness in the Prison, the School was discon-
tinued ; and instead of one public religious service which
it is customary to commence at 12 o’clock, M., two were
holden ; one at half past ten, A. M., and the other at

half past four, P. M. This course was adopted during
the continuance of the warm season, in order that the
prisoners might have more exercise than ordinary, and
the usual term of confinement in their cells, on that day,
might be shortened, it was judged proper to adopt eve-

ry precaution which might operate to prevent the recur-
rence of the disease.

With the present month the Sabbath School was re-
commenced, and the former practice, in regard to the
public religious exercises of the day, restored. For many
years the number of convicts in this Institution has not
been so much reduced, as during the year which is uowr

past. The average number, the present year, is more
than fifty less than during the last. 1 his is certainly
matter of congratulation—although the pecuniary results
of the Institution have no doubt been very materially af-
fected bv this circumstance. After all, a diminution of
crime, and a progressive improvement in the habits and
morals of the community, are of far higher importance
than any consideration of mere pecuniary profit.

It is now three years since the completion of the new
Prison. As yet sufficient time has hardly elapsed, to test
the results of the new, compared with the old system of
confinement and discipline on those who have left the
Institution. It cannot, however, he doubted for a mo-
ment, what this result must be, if any thing can be known
from the operation of moral causes, and the experience
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of other similar Institutions. A goodlv number of thoseo J

who have left this Prison within three years, are known
to be doing well, and to maintain a fair standing in the
communities in which they reside. Of those who have
been committed for the first time since the occupation of
the new Prison, ninety two have been discharged. Two
only of this number have been recommitted. The re-
sults of some inquiries made of the convicts within a
few weeks past, may not be deemed altogether foreign
to the subject of such a report, and at the same time may
be gratifying to those who feel an interest in these subjects.

The number of convicts of whom these inquiries have
been made, is 220
Of this number could not read when they came to

Prison, 28
Could read only in easy lessons for children, 15
Could not write, 69
Addicted to habits of intemperate drinking, 15G
Ascribe their imprisonment to the influence of in-

temperate drinking, 122
State that their parents were in the habit of giving

them ardent spirits when they were children, 116
Parents, one or both intemperate, 54
Addicted to petty thefts before the ago of 16, 44
Brought up without any regular trade or employment, G3
Left home before the age of 21, with the consent of

parents, 107
Left home before the age of 21, without the consent

of parents, 50
Have now both parents living, 52
Have father only, living, i8
Have mother only, living, 74
Father died before they were 10 years old, 43
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Mother died before they were 10 years old, 20
Father died when they were between 10 and 21

years of age, 51
Mother died when they were between 10 and 21

years of age, 31
Have been married, 103
Now have wives, 82
Now have children, 86
Whole number of children, living, 235
Have brothers or sisters, or both, 207
Whole number of brothers and sisters living, 1038
Have been apprenticed, 87
Left apprenticeship before their time expired, 49
Lived in habitual disregard of the Sabbath before

coming to Prison, 157
Addicted more or less to gambling, 76
Had associated with lewd women, 95
Number of individuals standing in the relation of

father or mother—wife or children—brother or
sister, to the 220 men questioned as above, 1551
This last statement shows in a very striking manner

that the evils of transgression are by no means confined
to the guilty subjects of it, but extend to multitudes who
stand connected with them by the nearest and dearest
ties of kindred and affection. How many hearts often
bleed, in consequence of the follies and vices of a single
individual.

The Chaplain feels that he cannot close his Report,
without expressing the high sense he entertains of the
character and services of the late Warden of this Insti-
tution. Neither can he ever forget the cordial co-opera-
tion he always received from him in the discharge of his
official duties; nor the multiplied acts of personal friend-
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ship and kindness which it was his constant habit to be-
stow. To part with such an officer and such a friend, it
will readily be perceived was no small trial. But he still
lives to be useful in another sphere, and the writer is
consoled, by the fact that a kind Providence was pleased
to give us as his successor, one, who on commencing the
duties of his office was so intimately acquainted with the
Institution, in all its departments, and for several years
had been associafed with his predecessor, who during his
continuance in office, did so much for the benefit of the
Institution and the State.

By the present Warden, every thing which could be
done on his part, to aid the Chaplain in the discharge of
his official duties, and to render the discharge of those
duties pleasant, has been most cheerfully and promptly
performed.

To all the Officers of the Institution, the Subscriber
feels under strong- obligations for the uniform kindnessa O

and respect with which all his wishes and requests have
been met on their part.

To enter upon a minute comparison of the present
state and condition of this Institution, with what it was
a few years since, might appear invidious ; but it is be-
lieved, that without arrogating too much, it may be safely
affirmed that we have much, very much, for which we
ought to be grateful to Him “Who is the Giver of every
good and perfect gift,” on account of what he has been
pleased to do for us.

JARED CURTIS,
Chaplain of the Mass. S. Prison.

Charlestown, Oct. 18th, 1832.
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To His Excellency the Governor, and the Honorable Coun-
cil of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Gentlemen,

The number of patients admitted into the Hospital of
this Institution during the year ending Sept. 50th, 1832,
is 130. The aggregate number of days residence in the
Hospital is 3,074. In addition to this, 471 days labor
have been abated by advice of the Physician for slight
accidents and sickness of short continuance, making the
whole loss of labor chargeable to the Hospital 3,545
days. The Clerk’s account will show the expenses of
the department to be $'272 75. If from this sum we
deduct $215 53, being the value of 3,074 rations, at 7
cents each, which would have been served to the pa-
tients, had they not been in the Hospital, we shall have
$57 53 as the net expense for the current year. Of
this sum, $37 31 have been spent for medicines, and
$2O 22 for the difference in price of Hospital ration and
small articles for the comfort of the sick. The schedule
annexed will show that eleven patients have died during
the year. Of this number, 7 have died of Consumption,
2 of Dropsy, 1 of Typhus Fever, and 1 of Old Age.
During the months of December and January, Influenza
prevailed in the Prison, and on August 6th commenced
an Epidemic Diarrhoea, attended with the greatest suf-
fering, and symptoms so peculiar, that 1 intend, at no
distant time, to make a special Report of the same to
Your Excellency. It gives me pleasure to say, that no
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death has occurred during either of the Epidemics above
alluded to, and that order and regularity have been con-
stantly maintained in the Hospital during the year.

With the greatest respect,
WILLIAM J. WALKER.

Massachusetts State Prison, )

October With, 1832.
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1831
Oct’r 9th, George W. Harvey, 34 years. Consumption. Came in with the disease.

12th,John Snow, 69 “ This man having no disease, died helpless and de-
crepit, as of old age.

13th, John Francis, 15 “ Peritoneal Inflammation and Dropsy. Came in with
the disease.

31st, Isaac Burton, 27 “ Typhus Fever. Was always feeble and blind from
birth.

Nov’r 11th,David Bills, 28 “ Dropsy.
1832. I
Jan’y Sd, James Kidder, 38 “ Consumption.
Feb’y 20th, Joseph Purchase, 32 “ “

April 11th,Prince William Henry, 44 u Organic disease of Lungs, without Cough.
May 2d, William Jackson, 31 “ Consumption.
June 291h, Nicholas McLaney, 25 “ j “

Aug’st 27th, Charles Gardner, 28 “ Epilepsy from childhood, and Consumption. Came
in with these diseases, and was unable to perform

; any useful labor.

Obituary for the Year ending September 30 th, 1832,
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Massachusetts Stale Prison, Monday, 3U nun. oj }

1, A. M. August G. 1832. *>

To His Excellency Levi Lincoln.
Sir, —The unprecedented and extraordinary sick-

ness, which has so suddenly visited a great number of
the inmates of this Institution, has prompted me to send
an Express to your Excellency,—who will bear with him
a Report from the Physician of this Establishment, (who
has recommended the mode of conveyance adopted.)
The first case which made its appearance, was about 3
P. M. yesterday—and being myself on a visit within the
Solitary Prison—l ordered the man to the Hospital, and
sent immediately for the Physician. Other cases rapid-
ly presented themselves, and continue up to within a
half hour past, and received the immediate attention of
Doctor Walker and several Physicians from this town
and the City, who had called in by particular request.
It affords me great pleasure to inform your Excellency,
that every Officer has been prompt, active, and attentive
during the whole of the trying scene, and that every
thing within the Prison is conducted with great order
and regularity. I shall embrace an early opportunity to
advise your Excellency further upon the subject.

Praying that your Excellency will excuse the very
hasty and imperfect manner in which these communica-
tions are prepared, will, with the most profound respect,
subscribe myself your Excellency’s most respectful

Obedient Servant,

CHARLES LINCOLN, Jr.
Warden Mass. S. P

G s
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To His Excellency Led Lincoln.

Si k, —-It becomes my painful duty to report, that with-
in 10 hours past, a large number of Convicts in this In-
stitution have been taken sick with the following symp-
toms, viz. Copious vomiting and purging. The quan-
tity of Stools, in some of the cases, equals two gallons.
There is a coldness of the tongue, breath and surface ;

great pain in the bowels, pulse very feeble, no spasms of
the extremities. There are about 25 now sick, the most
severe of whose cases have been treated by active
means, and appear somewhat relieved. No one shows
appearance of Collapse, nor do I, at this time, think the
disease to be Asiatic Cholera ; nor can I, at this time,
assign any probable cause for the same. We propose
to have analysis of the food eaten yesterday, and of the
matter evacuated by vomiting and stools. Should there
be occasion, I shall again report in a short time.

Most respectfully Your Excellency’s
Obedient Humble Servant,

WILLIAM J. WALKER,
Physician Mass. S. Prison.

Massachusetts Slate Prison , 30 min. to }

1. A. M. Monday, August 6, 1832.
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Boston, August 13, 1832.

To the Hon. Francis C. Gray, Chairman of the Inspec-
tors ofthe Massachusetts State Prison.

Sir,

We, the undersigned, have attended to the State-
ment of the Questions transmitted to us, under date of
August 9th, and respectfully offer the following as our
opinions and answers relating to those subjects.

Accompanying the Letter addressed to us, we received
a parcel, containing about a pound and a half of clean
roasted rye, apparently containing no foreign substance,
except an unimportant quantity of chaff and oats. The
sealed parcel contained spurred rye only, of which there
were eighty two kernels and parts of kernels, weighing
in all fifty-two grains.

Answer to Question 1st.—From an inspection of rye
grain, in different depositories about the city, and from
conversation with intelligent dealers, we are of opinion,
that the amount of spurred rye contained in the sealed
parcels, is less than would ordinarily be found in a bush-
el and three-fourths of good merchantable rvc, being less
than one grain, by weight, in a quart of rye.

Answer to Question 2d.— A quantity of liquid, like that
described in the question, would contain only a decoction
of a minute fractional part of a grain of spurred rye, not
sufficient to produce any perceptible effect on health.
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Answer to Question SJ. —We have never known disa-
greeable effects to be produced by less than five grains of
spurred rye, —and seldom by less than ten. W e have
known twenty grains taken, for experiment, by a healthy
man, with no other effect than slight nausea. We have
known thirty grains to be given to an adult throe times
in two hours, without causing vomiting or diarrhoea. We
have reason to believe, on authorities worthy ol trust,
that larger quantities have been given without injury.
On the other hand, —we have known vomiting to take
place from ten or fifteen grains, in persons who were pre-
disposed to vomit. We have never known diarrhoea to

be caused by this article. Certain epidemic diseases, un-

like that at the Prison, have at former periods been im-
puted to the prevalence ol spurred rye in food ; —but we

think such imputation to have been groundless.
Answer to Question 4//;.—Food corrupted by sponta-

neous fermentation, so far as to become offensive to the
senses, might produce disease, —but not necessarily re-

semblin'! that which we witnessed in the Prison. Cer-
tain articles of animal food, —such as hog’s liver, some

kinds of fish, cheese, Stc.—under circumstances not ac-

curately known, have produced disease more nearly re-

sembling the cases in question. W e are of opinion that
certain medical agents, if taken in excessive doses, might
have produced symptoms in many respects resembling
those which occurred among the Prisoners. Such, for
example, as elaterivm, in doses of five or six grains,—or
croton oil, in a similar quantity, and perhaps other vio-
lent evacuating medicines. Symptoms produced by such
medicines might also have disappeared in nearly the same
time and manner. But we have no reason for believing
that any substances like those which have been named
were present in the food of the Convicts.
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Answer to Question sth.—We know of no reason lor
believing or suspecting, that the disease lately existing in
the State Prison, has been occasioned by any deleterious
substance, of a cognizable nature, taken into the stomach.
Our deductions on this head are drawn from the follow-
ing reasons :—lst. We have caused separate interrogato-
ries to be made to fifty of the Convicts, who were taken
ill on the evening and night of the sth, in regard to the
particular articles of food taken by them on the morning,
noon, and evening, of that day. From this examination
it appears that no one article of food was taken by all the
Convicts, —with the exception of water. For example :

—Some of them had taken no meat,—others had taken
no bread,—others no rice,—and so in regard to each par-
ticular article given out on that day. The water used
by the Prisoners is from the same source as that used by
the Warden and his family, none of whom have experi-
enced disease. 2d. No deleterious or medical substance
has been discovered in or about the food of the Prison,
after diligent scrutiny.* 3d. A considerable number of
the Convicts, who partook of the same food, have re-
mained in health. 4th. Cases of disease similar to those
which first appeared, continued to occur in the Prison
during the remainder of the week, though the most vigi-
lant care has been taken to insure the purity of the food.
sth. Sporadic, or scatteiing cases, greatly resembling
those of the Prison disease, have occurred, during all
the present month, in Boston, and its vicinity. In cer-
tain cases these have occurred in groups, or families un-
der the same rook In some instances, four or five per-
sons in a family have been simultaneously affected with

* A Report of an analysis of the food, &e. made by Dr. Webster, lias
been submitted by that gentleman to the Inspectors.
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pain in the bowels, vomiting, and diarrhoea ; and in one
case, ten individuals, constituting a whole family, were
severely affected in this manner without reason for sus-
pecting any particular articles of food used by them to

have been the cause. A similar affection has been an-
nounced as occurring among a considerable number of

O O

the inmates in the House of Industry at South Boston.
We are therefore of opinion that the source of the late

endemic in the Massachusetts State Prison, must be
sought for in other causes than that of any substance, ca-
pable of detection, received into the stomachs of those
who were its subjects.

We have the honor to be,
Your obedient servants,

JACOB BIGELOW,
WALTER CHANNING,
JOHN WARE.

(Copy)
Attest, O. H. Bryant, Clerk M. S. P.
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Massachusetts State Prison,
August 16, 1832.—M. \

Sir,

I have the honor to enclose a copy of the answers
given by Dr. Bigelow, and others, to the questions sub-
mitted to them by the Chairman of the Board of Inspec-
tors, on the 9th inst.

The Warden requests that I should state, that nothing
of moment has occurred at the Prison since mailing his
letter to your Excellency yesterday.

The number remaining in the Hospital last evening,
sick of the peculiar disease, was 13 ;—the number of in-
valids, and those on light labor, was 17 ;—and there have,
been no attacks this day.

1 have the honor to be
Your Excellency’s most ob’t serv’t,

O. H. BRYANT,
Clerk M. S. Prison.

To His Excellency Levi Lincoln.
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Of an epidemic Diarrhoea, attended with peculiar symp-
toms, which prevailed in Massachusetts Stale Prison, in
the months of August, September and October, 1832,
made to His Excellency Levi Lincoln, Governor of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by

WM. J. WALKER,
Physician of M. S. P.

December 3d, 1832.

The subscribers, having attended the Convicts at
the Massachusetts State Prison during the epidemic
disease which prevailed there in August last, fully agree
in the description given by Dr. Walker, of its symptoms
and character.

JOHN WARE,
J. STEARNS HURD,
JOSHUA B. FLINT.

report
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To His Excellency Levi Lincoln , Governor of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.

Sir,

On the evening of the fifth of August, about sun-
setting, I received a message from the Warden of the
State Prison, stating that many of the Convicts were

suffering severe pain, and requesting my attendance. I
repaired immediately to the Prison, and found that two
men had been removed to the Hospitel during the after-
noon, that others had since sickened, and that the dis-
ease was becoming general among them. My attention
was first drawn to several who had been taken from their
cells, and placed in the gallery, that they might be more
easily assisted. An examination of these cases convinced
me that I had to do with a disease of no ordinary grade
or character.

In answer to my inquiry what made them sick, they
each informed me that they had been well up to that day,
and knew not what had produced their malady. I next
visited some in their cells, and found a remarkable simi-
larity in all;—that although the disease had but recently
commenced, its effects had been truly wonderful and dis-
tressing. The contortions of countenance, writhing of
body under pain, and outcries of suffering issuing from
every part of the Prison, presented a picture of distress,
which, familiar as I have been with scenes of sufferingat
Military Hospitals, I have never seen equalled. The oc-
casion required prompt and decisive measures, —but here

i s
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a difficulty presented itself. Night had arrived,—as
usual the Prison was under the care of the Warden and
Night Watch of officers only, while its other officers were
at their homes, or scattered about the town. The Hos-
pital was in another building, some rods distant,—there
were no Watchmen on the w Talls, and darkness might af-
ford facilities for escape. Under these circumstances, I
advised with the Warden, and, in co-operation with him,
executed the following plan of operations. First —a mes-
senger was sent to summons the whole corps of Officers
to their posts. Second—the Nurse was required to have
all the beds in the Hospital in readiness for the reception
of the sick. Third—a man was sent round the Prison,
with orders to inquire at every cell, and where he found
a man sick, to take from him his water-can, and place a
mark upon the door. Following close upon the heels of
this messenger, 1 visited all the sick in their cells, encour-
aged them to bear their pain with fortitude, assured them
the means of relief were at hand, and sorted out such as
suffered most severely, and placed them together in the
gallery. An officer was now directed to go round among
the cells once in half an hour, and give a pill of opium to
each man, until his suffering should abate. The next
object was to convey the sickest patients to the Hospital ;

—and lam happy to say, such was the state of discipline
among the officers, and such their alacrity on this occa-
sion, that the Warden had no difficulty in conveying the
sick from Prison to Prison, nor in passing every necessa-
ry person or article without delay, and without at all en-
dangering the safe keeping of the Convicts, although the
Night Watch of officers only was present during these
operations. From this time, 1 am confident thirty min-
utes had not elapsed before we were able to send aid.
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courage and confidence to the remotest cells of this ex-
tensive establishment. Having removed the first class
of patients to the Hospital, and prescribed for their cases,
as will be explained by and by, I returned to the New
Prison, examined all the sick in rotation, collected ano-
ther class of patients, and had them conveyed to the Hos-
pital likewise. In this manner our time passed, until
about nine o’clock, when an officer could be spared to
invite the Medical gentlemen of this town and the city of
Boston, to attend and witness the disease. These gen-
tlemen were soon in attendance, and afforded us much
relief by their advice and assistance. Some time after
midnight, I made a report of the state of things to your
Excellency, and early next morning addressed the follow-
ing Note to the Warden and Inspectors of the Prison.

Gentlemen,
I feel it a duty to advise and request that an accurate

chemical analysis be made, by some competent persons
under your authority, of the remnants of food left from
yesterday’s ration, and likewise of the stools of the sick ;

and in a particular manner to inquire, if they contain any
thing poisonous or deleterious to health.

Respectfully Yours, &c.
WILLIAM J. WALKER,

Physician Mass. S. Prison.
Monday morning 7 o' 1clock, )

August 6, 1832. £

P. S. I have further to request, that an able Apothe-
cary may examine and weigh all the articles in the Dis-
pensary,—compare them with the prescriptions made,
with the quantities purchased, and report any deficiency
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of medicines which might prove deleterious, if mixed
with food,—and that his Report be sealed, and not
opened until the Report of the Analyzing Committee.

I was prompted to the above course by the conviction,
that there might be those who would believe this disease
had been produced by culpable negligence, in not secur-
ing healthy food for the Convicts, or by poisonous arti-
cles mixed therewith;—that important legislative or ju-
dicial proceedings might grow out of the case, and that
it would be expected of the Officers of this Institution to
establish the facts as they actually existed, and upon the
most unquestionable authority.

In compliance with this Note and instructions,* soon
after received from your Excellency, the Inspectors
employed Professor Webster, of Harvard College, to
examine the utensils and premises of the Prison, and to
analyze the food used by the Convicts, on the day pre-
ceding the appearance of the disease. They likewise
employed Mr. Daniel White, of the firm of Samuel Kid-
der & Co., a highly respectable Druggist of this town, to
examine the medicines in the Dispensary of the Prison,
and to report any thing wrong in that department.
These gentlemen have performed the duties assigned
them with their accustomed accuracy, as will be seen
by their Reports.f At the same time, John Ware, M.
D., and Joshua B. Flint, M. D., of Boston, and Josiah
S. Hurd, M. D., of this town, were joined with me in
consultation to attend the sick, and develope the true
nature of the disease. To these gentlemen I shall al-
ways feel grateful for their kind attention and judicious
advice on this occasion.

* Vide Appendix, A, f Vide Appendix, B & C.
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Having premised thus much, I shall proceed to record
the phenomena which characterized the disease,—the
treatment adopted, with its success, —its resemblance
and discrepancy with certain diseases familiar to us,—

and finally, to draw such inferences as to its origin and
nature, as facts seem to warrant and require.

During the first 48 hours, there was neither pain in
the head, nor disturbance of the intellectual functions;
but when fever supervened upon the primary affection,
head-ach was among its concomitant symptoms. It
likewise existed as a primary symptom in some of the
cases which commenced subsequent to the 6th of Au-
gust. The air thrown out by expiration was in no case
as warm as usual, and in some cases it was cold. The
lungs could be inflated and emptied of air to the full
extent, without increasing pain. The tone of voice was
similar in all the cases, and such as to indicate severe
suffering. The attitude chosen by the sick was recum-
bent, upon the back,—head thrown backwards,—arms
not folded on the epigastrium,—legs drawn up with the
heels close to the buttocks, so as to enable the patient
to maintain a constant rocking of the body from side to
side. The pain was confined to the abdomen. There
was no permanent contraction of the abdominal muscles,
nor did pressure on them either increase or diminish
suffering. There was no flatulence,—no tenesmus.
During my whole attendance, I did not observe any
spasmodic action of the abdominal muscles, or of the
limbs. In one case, treated by Dr. Hurd, spasmodic
motions were observed ; —and another patient told me,
some days after, that, during his sickness, he could not
prevent his legs from starting and suddenly drawing up.
The countenance was pallid ;—the features contracted,
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find somewhat distorted ;—the skin was cool in all, and
in some cases it was cold ;—it was not sweaty, or unc-
tuous ;—the thirst was insatiable and distressing;—the
tongue was not coated, but was somewhat exanguious,
and inclined to a sub-livid color; —its temperature vari-
ed much and often;—at one time it would be but little
below its natural temperature ;—at another, cool,—and
again cold ;—its greatest degree of coldness equalled
that of the flesh or blood of a cold-blooded animal, or
what we experience when we place our hand on a wall
recently drenched by a summer shower. During the
progress of this disease, the tongue was seldom found
to be coated ;—it was sometimes whitish, but generally
of a cherry red,—not smooth or swollen, but retaining
its usual villous appearance, and differing from a nat-
ural state mostly in color. The taste was not bitter or
nauseous. A disposition to vomit was common to all.
The quantity of matter thrown from the stomach, how-
ever, was small; and, excepting in a few cases, where
food was discharged, consisted of a white tenacious
liquid, unmixed with bile, ascidities, or any thing likely
to provoke vomiting. The evacuations by stool con-
sisted, at first, of healthy natural foeces,—next, a brown-
ish liquid, changing to a pink, being tinged with blood,—
after the disease had continued a certain time. There
were, however, no coagula of blood, bile, or undigested
food to bo found in them. In a few cases, these stools
were succeeded b) others, having the appearance and
consistence of cream. I have since queried with my-
self if this might not have been pure chyle, thrown back
upon the intestines by an inverted action of the chylifer-
ous vessels. The quantity evacuated was great in all
cases,—in some, it was enormous ;—most of them filled
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their night-buckets, which contain more than ten pounds
of water, by weight;—many filled them twice, while
some filled them partly full the third time. We are,
therefore, warranted in saying, that the bodies of many
of the Convicts were lightened twenty pounds within a

few hours;—for it must be remembered, that all liquids
were removed from them as soon as possible after the
outbreaking of the disease. The pulse was exceeding-
ly affected and variable ;—at one time, it would be full,
hard, quick and bounding,—then small, wiry, hard and
creeping;—again, it could with difficulty be felt at the
wrist, or not at all; —when it could be felt, it was uni-
formly hard, and such as to indicate prompt and copi-
ous blood-letting;—and when relief was obtained, it
became preternaturally slow. The remedies employed
at the commencement of this disease, were entire absti-
nence from liquids, frictions of the skin, external warmth,
opium, and blood-letting. By abstinence from liquids,
we were enabled to keep opium on the stomach, as
well as to lessen the disposition to vomit and purge. By
friction and external warmth, we were enabled, in some
measure, to restore the circulation and natural warmth
of the body, and give opportunities for practising more
efficient remedies. By the prompt and liberal use of
opium, many of the milder cases were so far relieved as
to require only diet, rest, and occasional laxatives for
their cure. In other cases, its use relieved pain, dimin-
ished vomiting and purging, promoted warmth, and
proved a valuable auxiliary to other remedies. The
quantity of opium dispensed at a dose was about 3 gr’s,
and at intervals of 30 minutes. The greatest aggregate

~ Oo o

quantity taken by any individual, 1 should think, was
about 20 grains, or equal to 500 drops of laudanum,—
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as, at first, the most severe cases were treated by blood-
letting ;—and as, from time to time, those suffering the
greatest pain were subjected to the same remedy, and
promptly relieved by it, we cannot say there were or
were not some cases which might have wholly resisted
the curative powers of opium. Certain it is, however,
that opium relieved pain, and suspended the symptoms
for a while, in many cases, where, at the end of 24 to
48 hours the disease returned. In practising venesec-
tion, under symptoms as above stated, I anticipated
much difficulty in obtaining a ready and sufficient evac-
uation of blood. There was, however, but one case, in
which frictions and extensive incisions into the veins did
not enable us to obtain the requisite quantity, Had we
been some hours later, after the invasion of the disease,
I fear it would have been otherwise. The case of ex-
ception above alluded to, was treated by my friend, Dr.
Hurd, who represents that he found the man cold and
pulseless, with spasmodic action of the muscles of the
legs, and all the appearance of approaching dissolution.
Under these circumstances, he attempted venesection at
the arm, but without success. He next opened the tem-
poral artery, and obtained blood of a darker color than
is common to arteries;—the blood at first merely trick-
led down the temple; —after 8 or 10 minutes it flowed
more freely, and of a better color ;—in about 30 minutes
a sufficient quantity was obtained, and the man relieved.
That the difficulty of obtaining blood in this case de-
pended upon the state of circulation, and not upon pe-
culiar organization, or insufficient incision in the vessel,
is clearly proved by the facts, that the artery was opened
immediately anterior to the ear,—that towards the close
of the operation the blood became of a vermilion color,
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flowed in a fail stream, —and that several copious sec-

ondary hemorrhages occurred on subsequent days, and
required much care to restrain. When practised at the
commencement of the disease, bleeding was followed by
immediate and perfect relief, —so much so, that men

with skin and tongue cold, and pulse absent or scarcely
perceptible, were entirely relieved by the loss of from 16
to 32 ounces of blood ;—the pain was alleviated, vomit-
ing and diarrhoea removed, and the disease, as it were,
extinguished. Hence it occurred, that those who were
most severely attacked, were not only soonest relieved
from suffering, but speedily restored to health,—while
those whose cases were trusted to opium, and not re-

lieved by it,—or for other reasons not bled at the com-
mencement, passed into a new state of disease, charac-
terized by head-ache, pain and soreness of the epigas-
trium, thirst, dysurea, diarrhoea of a mucous character,
with skin and pulse approaching to what is above relat-
ed,—but alternating with occasional flushes of fever and
febrile development of pulse. For the removal of these
symptoms, we were constrained not only to bleed, but to
repeat the operation at intervals for some weeks, to give
occasional laxatives, blister, and apply moxas, maintain
the most rigid diet, with demulcent drinks,—have re-
course to opiate enemas for the removal of diarrhoea,
and frequently to see our patients thrown back into their
former state by trivial accidents or imprudence.

Ihe whole number of Convicts attacked with this
complaint was 196 ; —of this number 115 sickened with-
in the first 24 hours, and the remaining 81 at various
times after. The last patient severely attacked, was on
the 7th September,—and the last discharged from the
Hospital, cured of this malady, on the 23d October,

O au 8
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having resided in the Hospital 79 days. Thus the
whole number finally recovered, notwithstanding the
severity of the first symptoms, and the protracted suf-
ferings of those whose disease was not wholly arrested
by rigid treatment at the commencement.

Having said thus much of the treatment, we naturally
come to the inquiry—what was the disease, and what
were its causes ? If we compare it with the various dis-
eases of the abdomen, which most nearly resemble it,—
such as inflammation of the peritoneum or viscera of the
abdominal cavity, spasmodic affections, ictenus, colic,
colica pectonum, cholera morbus, dysentery, or with the
effects of corrosive poisons taken into the stomach,—we
shall find, in each of these complaints, striking symptoms
not noticed in this,—while here, the excessive purging,
coldness, and state of the pulse, are symptoms not com-
mon to any disease with which we are familiar in this
part of the globe. In searching for local causes, we
have been equally unsuccessful. The diet of the Con-
victs, always plain and wholesome, has received particu-
lar attention during the present season ;—the use of old
potatoes had been dispensed with, and rice substituted
in its stead. The ventilation of the Prison, which had
proved sufficient in former years, had been much in-
creased,—while the cleanliness of person and habitation,
required and maintained by the authorities of the Prison,
is not surpassed in the comfortable dwellings of our
country. The most careful examinations, made by the
Inspectors, as well as by every Officer of the Institution,
could discover nothing poisonous in or about the diet or
premises of the Prison :—none was found by chemical
analysis,—nor could the complaint have had its origin
in a poisonous principle, sometimes accidentally present
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in food usually healthy,—such as shell-fish, cheese, par-
tridges, &c.—since the same parcels of food were used
on subsequent days, without the recurrence of similar
effects. It is true, that certain articles, the class of acrid
poisons,—such as eleterium, croton oil, and perhaps oth-
ers, in undue doses, might produce excessive purging
with nausea;—yet we have no reason to believe, that
the quantity evacuated could be so great, of such ap-
pearance, or relieved by the same means. The same
observations will hold good as to the various articles of
the materia medica ;—and, for still stronger reasons, arp
they true, as respects the remaining classes of poisons,
usually denominated astringent, narcotic, narcotico-ac-
rid, and sceptic,—since poisons produce their specific
effects on the human body, and no other, as surely as
any other agents ; —and when articles of these classes
are taken into the body, they do not produce vomiting
and purging, but symptoms widely different. Thus we
see that spurred rye, which belongs to the class of nar-
cotico-acrid poisons, could have no agency in producing
this disease, even if it had been found in much greater
quantity than is mentioned in the Report of the Inspec-
tors—52 grains being found in 1| bushels of sound grain.
But since this substance has been frequently, though, as
1 believe, unjustly considered the cause of other epidem-
ic diseases in our country,—and as a belief in this opin-
ion is calculated to do much injury in a community so
largely nourished by this grain, I trust I may be excused
for saying the subject has been fully studied,—that spurr-
ed rye has been found to produce the same effects on
man as other animals ; —and that experiments on inferior
animals prove, that when they are fed upon it for five or
six weeks, death ensues, and is attended with gangren-
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ous spots upon the surface and internal viscera, and mor-
tification of the extremities ;—but to produce this effect,
one third of their food must consist of spurred rye. Ex-
periment likewise teaches, that a very large dose taken
at once, may produce convulsions, other nervous symp-
toms, and death. I will merely add, that I have verified
these experiments, and found a dose of 60 grains neces-
sary to destroy so small an animal as a pigeon ; and that
this dose sometimes fails ; —that a small rat, having eat-
en 95 grains in 13 days, died in convulsions, and that
mortification had commenced at the end of his tail;—
that chickens may eat 30 grains per day, for weeks,
without apparent injury ;—that I have known 30, 40, 60,
and 80 grains taken at a time, by different individuals
of the human family, with only producing slight tempo-
rary inconvenience. From the above it will be readily
granted, that the small quantity of spurs found among
the rye of our country, cannot be considered as danger-
ous to life, or even prejudicial to health. From the above
considerations, 1 feel warranted in inferring, that the late
disease at the Prison was not produced by improper food,
or poisonous articles mixed therewith;—that it was not
a disease common among us, but an epidemic of peculiar
character, originating in some atmospheric or telluric
causes, which wo can neither explain, appreciate, nor
control.
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Worcester, August 6, 1832, >

10 o’clock, A. M.

Sir,

The communications of yourself and Physician of the
State Prison, which I have just received, announcing a
most extraordinary attack of disease in that Institution,
gives me most anxious and distressing apprehensions. I
have full confidence, however, that every means which
human prudence and wisdom can devise, will be prompt-
ly adopted by yourself and the Officers of the Prison, to
mitigate, and if it may be, under Providence, to arrest
this appalling calamity. Whatever of authority to this
end may be in the Executive, you may confidently rely
upon, in justification both of measures of relief or pre-
vention. Let the most skilful Physicians be consulted
and employed, in aid of our own most excellent profes-
sional officer. Discontinue the labor of the Convicts, if
that should be deemed necessary, and cause every ac-
commodation to be made for the Plospital treatment,
that the capacity of the Prison will admit. The Inspec-
tors should be immediately and often consulted ;—and if
it should become necessary, the Executive Committee
shall be promptly convened. Yet I know not that any
interposition to change the situation of the Convicts,
with the disease upon them, or carrying the alarm which
its existence would produce, away with them, would give

APPENDIX (A.)
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the greater security. The Prison, even as a Hospital,
with the medical assistance which can be had there, is
probably the most eligible place in which they could be
secured. But I pray you advise me by every mail, re-
membering that 1 shall regard no trouble or fatigue, to
be in the way of the performance of my official duty.

Doctor Walker will accept my thanks for his commu-
nication, and will favor me with regular reports.

In haste, &c.

To Charles Lincoln, Jr. Esq. >

. Warden. $

L. LINCOLN.
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( B-)

Harvard University, Cambridge, )

August 7, 1832. \

Dear Sir,

In compliance with the request in your letter of yes-
terday, I repaired to the Prison in Charlestown, and ex-
amined the various articles of food remaining from what
had been eaten by the Prisoners on Sifnday. I also ex-
amined the vessels in which the food had been prepared
and distributed. Neither in the food nor in the vessels
could I discover any deleterious article. In the rye used
as a substitute for coffee, however, a portion of diseased
rye, known as spurred rye, was found,—but not in suffi-
cient quantity to have caused the symptoms noticed in
the Prisoners. It not being convenient to institute any
analytical examination of the articles of food at the
Prison, 1 received portions of the rice, bread, and other
articles, from the Warden, together with some of the
matter discharged from the Patients, which I have ex-
amined with the usual chemical methods, in the Labora-
tory of the University. This examination is just com-
pleted, and I have the pleasure to state, that no perni-
cious substance has been detected in any of the articles.

I have the honor to be,
With great respect,

Your Obed’t Servant
J. W. WEBSTER.

To the Hon. Charles Wells, \

Inspector of the State. Prison. )
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( C. )

Charlestown, August 6, 1832.

To the Warden and Inspectors )

of the Mass. State Prison. \

Gentlemen,

I have complied with your request, and have examin-
ed with care the medicines in the Dispensary of the
Prison, —compared the purchases with the quantities on
hand, and am satisfied there is no wantage not reasona-
bly accounted for by the prescriptions, as recorded in
the Books of the Prison.

Very respectfully,
Your Obed’t Servant,

DANIEL WHITE,
Apothecary.


