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The Joint Committee of Railways and Canals, to
whom were referred the Petitions of Thomas PI. Per-
kins and others, of John Binney and others, of F. B.
Fay and others, of Philip Chase and others, of John K.
Simpson and others, of George Blake and others, of
W. B. Swett and others, of B. C. Clark and others, of
James Pratt and others, of George Ilallet and others,
of Isaiah Breed and others, of David Henshaw and oth-
ers, of William H. Sumner and others, and of William
Pteed and others, praying for authority to construct a
Rail Road from Boston to Salem, and also the Memo-
rial ofBenjamin Goodridge and others in favor of said
petitions ; and also the Memorial of the Directors of the
Salem Turnpike and Chelsea Bridge Corporation, the
Remonstrance of the town of Chelsea, of Carpenter
Staniels and others, of William Pratt and others, of He-
zekiah Chase and others, and of Benjamin ShurtlcfT
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against the prayer of said petitions ; have attended to the
duty assigned them, and ask leave to submit the follow-
ing

REPORT
Knowing that this subject has been before two succes-
sive Legislatures, and that much time has been con-
sumed in its investigation, your Committee feel bound
to present a more detailed report, than, under other
circumstances, would be necessary. Your Committee
granted a long and patient, hearing of eighteen days to
the parties, and examined more than sixty witnesses,
besides a great variety of documents. The parties ap-
peared by council, and presented the whole subject in
all its strength.

Your Committee find that the petition of T. H. Per-
kins prays for a Rail Road from Boston to Salem over
Winnisimmet Ferry, and that four of the other petitions
unite in the same prayer. They also find that the peti-
tion of John Binney prays for a Rail Road from Boston
to Salem over Noddle’s Island, and that three other
petitions pray for the same route. Thus, as far as the
Boston termination is concerned, there are two distinct
routes prayed for; the one over Winnisimmet Ferry,
and the other over Noddle’s Island. The eastern, or
Noddle’s Island route has been surveyed from Boston to
Salem, and proposes to enter that town in the South
Fields, so called, and terminate at the tide water near
Peabody’s wharf. The western, or Winnisimmet route
has been surveyed from Boston to a point near Chelsea
Meeting house, and no further. But it is proposed that
this route be continued in nearly a right line till it unites
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with the other route at Saugus River. It was further inti-

mated that the western route might be located in the
direction of Lynn hotel, and, passing Hall’s Dye House
and Spring Pond, enter Salem, North Fields, by way of
Danvers. Rut of this route there has been no accurate
survey; it has, however, been ascertained that the land
is generally favorable, and that the summit level near
Spring Pond is 30 or 60 feet above tide water, and that
this route is nearly as short as the other.

Both of the proposed routes contemplate entering
Boston at the north end, by means of Steam Ferry
Boats; the eastern terminating near North Battery
Wharf, and the western at the Winnisimmet landing
place. The distance from Boston to Winnisimmet is
about 7600 feet; from Boston to Noddle’s Island, about
2000 feet. The eastern route passes over Noddle’s
Island, and crosses the bay or creek 2500 feet wide to
Belle Isle—thence it passes across the bay 2000 feet
wide to the main land in Chelsea; thence it traverses
the marshes and uplands about 2 1-4 miles to Chelsea
Creek or Pines River, a stream about 1100 feet in
width. From Pines River the route passes along the
marsh to the upland near Breed’s lumber yard, a distance
of nearly 2 miles, crossing in its course Saugus River,
a stream 1300 feet over, and several smaller streams.
From Breed’s lumber yard it passes through WoodEnd,
cuts the farm of Pickering Dodge, Jr., and enters Salem
South Fields. The summit level is near Dodge’s, and
after a cut of 16 or 18 feet will be 35 feet above tide
water. From Breed’s lumber yard to Salem, a distance
of nearly 6 miles, the ground is exceedingly undulating,
requiring heavy cuts and embankments. The greatest
inclination per mile on this route is 17 feet, and the
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whole distance from Battery wharf to the terminus in
Salem is 13 miles, 197 rods. The total expense of this
road, as estimated by the engineer is $295,262 for a
single tract, and $382,380 for a double tract.

Against the Petition of John Binney and others, there
were five distinct Remonstrances. And from the wit-
nesses introduced, it appeared that the proposed route
would cross Green’s Creek, a stream of sufficient mag-
nitude and depth of water to allow the passage of vessels
of one hundred tons ; that this creek is improved to a
considerable extent by lighters, and that a great quan-
tity of stone and gravel is transported annually to Bos-
ton ; that the Rail Road proposes to cross this creek
near its junction with the bay ; and that if a draw is
constructed in the Rail Road, it will greatly injure, and
if there is no draw, it will entirely destroy the naviga-
tion of said creek. It also appeared to the Committee
that in 1816, a mill privilege was granted to certain in-
dividuals in the town of Chelsea, on condition that they
should erect a grist mill, and do all the grinding for the
people in the town ; that a mill with three runs of stones
was erected, and that the business is done to the satis-
faction of the inhabitants ; that in addition to the grist
mill, there has been erected a snuff mill, a chocolate
mill, and a lead pipe factory ; that there is considera-
ble transportation from these mills to Boston, that in
the article of grain alone, there are twenty, and some-
times forty thousand bushels carried annually to and
from Boston ; and that if the Rail Road is constructed
with a solid embankment, it will nearly destroy these
water privileges; and if it is built upon piles, it will in
some degree impede, and if it should cross the channel,
it would destroy their navigation. It also appeared that
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the erection of Breed’s Bridge from Chelsea to Belle
Isle, greatly injured the navigation of the town, and
subjected the inhabitants to the inconvenience and ex-
pense of coming to the city for their fuel, which they
might otherwise obtain at their own wharf; that the
charter of said bridge had nearly expired, when they
expected that their navigation would revive ; but if the
Rail Road should be constructed across the channel,
their navigation which has been lingering for a period,
would soon expire ; and that the Rail Road must either
cross the Mill Creek or Green’s Creek.

There was also a Remonstrance from the town of
Lynn. By the evidence before the Committee, it ap-
peared, that Hezekiah Chase and others were owners
of mills, situated on Saugus River, above the Salem
Turnpike ; that there were five or six coasters employed
on that river; that Chase and others had recently erected
a wharf below the Turnpike for the purpose of avoiding
the inconvenience of the draw ; that they had embark-
ed in the whale fishery, and had already three ships em-
ployed in that business ; that they had erected a large
store near their wharf; that the Rail Road will cross
Saugus River a half a mile below their wharf, and so
entirely destroy their business, unless a draw were con-
structed, and even then it would impede in some de-
gree the navigation of the river.

The Salem Turnpike and Chelsea Bridge Corpora-
tion remonstrated against the construction of the Rail
Road on either route. They showed by their witnesses
and documentary evidence, that Chelsea Bridge was
erected at an expense of $55,469 46, and that in con-
sideration of the injury done to Malden Bridge, one
half of the stock was originally offered to the Malden
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Bridge Corporation ; that the Chelsea Bridge has paid
a good interest, but hall of this goes to Malden Bridge.
It further appeared to the Committee, that the Salem
Turnpike was built at an expense of $182,063 21, and
their annual dividend is less than four per cent; that
the road is kept in the best repair, and that they are
constantly improving the condition of their road, by cut-
ting down the hills and filling up the vallies; that the
road has been graveled almost the whole length, and
that such is the state of the road that no complaint has
been made from any quarter; and that one half of the
whole stock in the Salem Turnpike and Chelsea Bridge
Corporation is now held by females, minors, insane pex-
sons, and charitable institutions. The Remonstrants
contended that the granting of a charter to the peti-
tioners would destroy the property of the Turnpike, and
spread ruin and distress among some of the most wor-
thy and helpless of our citizens. And further, that it
would be a violation of the faith of the government, and
inasmuch as it impairs the obligation of contracts, would
be an infringement of the Federal Constitution.

The Counsel for Thomas 11. Perkins and others,
brought witnesses to prove that the proposed route across
Chelsea marsh, was exposed to the action of the sea,
that in easterly storms the sea frequently broke through
Chelsea Beach ; and that it would be difficult to make
a Rail Road stand upon the Chelsea and Lynn Marshes,
and in the numerous creeks through which the road
over Noddle’s Island, must pass.—And on the other
hand, the counsel for John Binncy and others, contend-
ed that the route through Danvers had not been survey-
ed, and that if it should prove to bo the best location,
they could avail themselves of it as well as others.
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They also brought numerous witnesses to shew that
the Winnisimmet ferry was much more obstructed by
ice than a ferry to Noddle’s Island would be ; that the
ice made in Chelsea Bay, near the Winnisimmet land-
ing, long before it did at Noddle’s Island, and that boats
could run at the latter place, while the former was com-
pletely obstructed by ice. But on the other side it was
maintained that a ferry to Noddle’s Island would be
more exposed to floating ice than one at Winnisimmet,
and that floating ice was more troublesome and dan-
gerous than stationary ice. The petitioners for the
two routes presented themselves as rivals, and maintain-
ed this attitude throughout the whole examination of
the witnesses. But after the evidence was closed, and
the counsel for the remonstrants were heard, the rival
petitioners came forward by their counsel, and gave in-
formation that the parties had united ; and as it would
seem, the waves on Chelsea beech soon lost their vio-
lence, and the ice at Winnisimmet melted as before the
summer’s sun.

This union presented an entire new aspect to the
whole affair, and would, if it had been entered into be-
fore, saved your Committee one week’s hard labor.
The petitioners stated that they withdrew all opposition
from each other, and were mutually contented with a sin-
gle road from Salem to some place near Chelsea Meeting
house—passing from thence to Boston by two routes ;

one over Noddle’s Island, and the other by way of Winni-
simmet. It was further stated that theWinnisimmet Com-
pany would convey all the passengers to and from Bos-
ton by their boats, whether they came over the eastern or
western branch of the road.

Ihe first question that presents itself in coming to a
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result on this subject, is whether there is any constitu-
tional objection against the prayer of the petitioners.
The Federal Constitution expressly prohibits the passage
of any law by the States, which will impair the obliga-
tion of contracts. That the Act establishing Salem
Turnpike and Chelsea Bridge Corporation, is in the na-
ture of a contract, there can be no doubt ; and that
there are terms in this and all similar contracts, other
than those which are expressed, is equally clear to your
Committee. But what were the terms of this contract?
In addition to those which are expressed, we think there
was an implied guaranty on the part of the Government,
that no siviilar mode of communication should be estab-
lished between Boston and Salem, in such a place, and
in such manner as to take the great line of travel, which
the turnpike was designed to accommodate, from that
road. So long as that corporation gives every reasona-
ble facility and accommodation to the public, it is not
competent for the Legislature to establish another turn-
pike by its side, without paying them a reasonable in-
demnity. But this implied guaranty could not have ex-
tended to rail roads—a mode of communication then un-
known. It was no part of the contract that there should
be no rail road established ; and hence there is in the
opinion of your Committee, no constitutional objection
against granting the prayer of the petitioners. Any oth-
er doctrine on this subject, would prove an insurmounta-
ble bar to all improvements, and entail upon posterity the
errors and ignorance of the dark ages.

But although the Legislature have a constitutional
right to authorize the construction of a rail road from

o

Boston to Salem, they ought not to establish such a

road to the ruin of the Salem Turnpike and Chel-
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sea Bridge Corporation, unless the exigency of the case
require it. But do the .public convenience and necessity
require such a change ? So far as the Bridge and Turn-
pike are concerned, no complaint whatever was made to
your Committee. The road is represented as direct and
in good repair; and though some parts of it are rather
hilly, every reasonable exertion is making to remedy the
evil, by excavations and embankments. The mode of
transportation upon the road seems to have attained a
high degree of perfection. More than thirty stages pass
daily between Boston and Salem. It appeared that the
Boston and Salem Stage Company run about half of the
stages, and that they afforded every facility to the pub-

that the Salem people passed over the road much
more frequently than the Boston people, and that the
hours of arrival'and departure for the stages conformed
to the state of the travel ; that the first stages from Sa-
lem arrived in Boston as early as the Boston people
were at their places of business ; that the stages leave
Salem every half hour in the morning, and return in
corresponding half hours in the afternoon; and that
stages leave both places almost every hour in the day ;

that they are about one hour and forty-five minutes on
the road ; that this Company are very accommodating;
that they take the passengers at their own dwellings, in
Salem and Boston, and leave them at any place that they
may elect; that they readily provide private conveyance
at reduced prices; that they will fit out an extra at
any hour when it is desired ; and that when a passenger
arrives after the stage has departed, they will take him
into a chaise and overtake the stage if practicable, and
that without any additional fare ; that this company not
only transports passengers, but by an arrangement made2 s b
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with the Post Office Department, they carry the letters
to and from Boston, and deliver them to the persons to
whom they are addressed ; that the drivers are faith-
ful and trusty, and transact much business for mer-
chants at the Banks, Sic. ; that the stages not only run
upon the Turnpike, but that one runs through Danvers,
and two upon the Forest River Road to Lynn; that the
fare upon the turnpike is $1 00, and on each of the oth-
er roads, $0 75 ; that those who pass over the road
most frequently, are perfectly satisfied with the accom-
modations ; and that greater facilities are not afforded
by any line of stages in the country.

It also appeared in evidence, that there were seven
coasters owned in Salem, and that they made about fif-
teen voyages each to Boston in a year; that the whole
amount of transportation was about 6,000 tons, and the
average price of transportation was 90 cents per ton;
that from one fourth to one third of this amount was ta-
ken from on board vessels in one harbor and delivered
on board vessels in the other; that the coasters took
their merchandize from any wharf in one place, and
delivered it on any wharf in the other; that they generally
went with light cargoes, and sometimes went empty one
way, to get freight the other ; that the distance by water
is about 26 miles, and a passage performed in from 3
to 6 hours ; that their business ceases before the harbor
is frozen up ; and that they could do much more business
if they had it. It also appeared that the coasters were
sometimes wind bound for several days, and that goods
were taken from them and transported by land, but this
happened but very rarely.

It further appeared that the land transportation be-
tween Salem and Boston was about 1,870 tons annually,



11

and that the average price was $3 84 per ton ; that the
teamsters took their loading from all parts of both pla-
ces, and delivered it wherever they were directed ; that
there was one large concern which did a great part of
the business; that one or more of these waggons were
daily on the road ; that the teamsters were responsible
men, and were faithful in the discharge of their duties.
It was also shewn in evidence that there was the gross
amount of 4,000 tons transported between Danvers and
Boston annually, at the average cost of $2 50 per lon.
It also appeared that the annual transportation from
Lynn amounted to about 4,000 tons, and cost $2 50 per
ton. Such, as it appeared to the Committee, is the
amount of annual business, and such the facilities of
communication between the two places.

The Committee feel bound to present all the facts in
the case, that the Legislature may judge of the public
necessity. All the petitions which came before the
Committee were presented to the last Legislature ; and
though these petitions were numerous, only one of them
came from Salem—the town mostly to be benefit-
ted by a rail road, if any public benefit is to result from
such a road between the two places. There was no ev-
idence before us that the Salem people, as such, desired
a rail road. Some of the witnesses said that they
thought a rail road would be beneficial to Salem, while
others said it was not desired. We have already said
that if there was any want of facilities in the transporta-
tion of persons and merchandize, Salem, and not Bos-
ton, was the sufferer ; and yet it appears that Salem
does not complain. And how is it with the city ? does
she desire a rail road to Salem ? The Committee have
no evidence that the citizens ofBoston, as such, take any
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interest in this contemplated enterprize. The manner in
which the petitions came into the hands of the Commit-
tee, shows the degree of interest felt on this subject, and
where the interest lies.

Francis B. Fay, and other enterprising individuals, hav-
ing purchased the Winnisimmet ferry and the farm con-
nected with it, petitioned the Legislature for an Act of
incorporation to hold and improve said ferry and its ap-
purtenances. This petition was presented on the Bth of
January. On the same day the petition of T. H. Per-
kins and others, praying fora rail road over Winnisimmet
ferry, was called from the files of the last Legislature,
and both petitions were referred to the same Committee.
Other enterprising gentlemen, having purchased Noddle’s
Island, and obtained from the city of Boston a license
for a ferry from Boston to the same, petitioned to be in-
corporated to hold and manage their property. Their
petition was presented on the 10th of January, and two
days subsequently the petition of John Binney and oth-
ers, for a rail road to Salem over Noddle’s Island, was
called from the fdes and committed to the Committee on
Railways and Canals. The rest of the petitions remain-
ed quietly on the files, till the 23d of January, when the
petitions of Philip Chase and others, of Isaiah Breed and
others, and of William Reed and others, were called up
and committed to this Committee. The residue of the
petitions, nine in number, slept quietly on the files, till
the 11th of February, when they were called up and
committed. Nor were these last petitions called up at that
late period, because there was any interest felt on the
part of the petitioners. Several of the petitioners were
in the Legislature, and yet they took no interest in call-
ing up their petitions. And when these last petitions
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were called up, it was done by those who took no inter-
est in the subject. The Committee were consulted ;

they were asked whether it would not be best to call up
all the petitions, and with their approbation they were

called up and committed. These facts plainly shew the
interest that is felt in the subject by the petitioners them-
selves. And though the Committee highly appreciate
the enterprise of those gentlemen who are desirous of
bringing the lands at Chelsea and Noddle’s Island into
the market, and thereby enlarging the bounds of the city,
they think that this enterprise ought not to be confound-
ed with the necessity of a rail road to Salem.

Another argument against the prayers of the petition-
ers is drawn from the estimated receipts and expendi-
tures of the contemplated rail road. From the evi-
dence before the Committee, it appeared that the follow-
ing would be the annual amount of travel and transport-
ation, and the cost of conveyance on the rail road, as
stated by the petitioners.

52,000 passengers between Boston and Sa-
lem at 50 cents, $26,000 00

6000 passengers between Boston and Lynn
at 25 cents, 1,500 00

1870 tons of Merchandise between Boston
and Salem at $l,OO 1,870 00

130 tons of Merchandise between Boston
and Salem now transported by water at
tf l * oo 130 00

4000 tons transported between Boston and
Danvers at $l,OO, 4,000 00

Estimate of the Receipts on the Proposed Rail Road.
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4000 tons transported between Boston and
Lynn at 50 cents, 2,000 00

Total annual receipts, $35,500 00

Estimate of the cost of the Proposed Rail
Road as stated by Mr. Barney, for a dou-
ble track over Noddle’s Island, $382,379 30

For Locomotives, Coaches and Cars, as
estimated by Mr. Gardner, 30,000 00

For 2 Ferry Boats, at $lO,OOO each, as es-
timated by Mr. Gardner, 20,000 00

Suitable Landing places, as estimated by
same, 16,000 00

$448,379 30Total expense of the road, &x.,

Estimate of the annual expenditures.

Interest on $448,379, the cost of road and
ferry, 26,902 75

Expense of running 2 boats $2O each per
day, as estimated by F. B. Fay, 14,600 00

2,000 00Repairs of boats,
Expense of running engines, cars, &c., on

the road per year, as estimated by Mr.
Hayward, 12,000 00

Repairs of Road, 13 miles at $l,OO per
rod, 4,160 00

Salaries of officers &c., as estimated by Mr.
Gardner, 5,000 00

$64,662 75Total annual expenditures,
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The above estimate is for the Noddled
Island route 64,662 75

As the Winnisimmet route is estimated
by Mr Wadsworth to cost $64,000 less than
the other route, deduct the interest on that
sum, 3,840 00

And we have the annual expense of the
Winnisimmet route, 60,822 75

From the above estimate it will appear that on the
Noddle’s Island route, the annual expenditures, includ-
ing interest will exceed the receipts by $29,162 75, and
on the Winnisimmet route by $25,322 75. And if a
rail road should be established with two terminations at
the Boston end, as the petitioners now desire, the ex-
penditures would be considerably increased without any
increase of receipts.

The above estimates of expenditures are taken prin-
cipally from the statements of the petitioners themselves.
These estimates can of course be only an approxima-
tion to the true sum. So far as the cost of the road is
concerned, the Committee are of opinion that the esti-
mate is too low. Without impeaching the skill or judg-
ment of the gentlemen who made the survey and esti-
mate, we can say that the sum allowed for lands, sur-
veys, and contingencies, is much less than has been
found necessary on all roads that have been constructed
as far as it has come to their knowledge. We have
taken the estimate for a double track. There arc.various
reasons why a double track will be required on this road
more than on most others. 4he transportation will
consist principally of passengers, and these will wish to
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go at different hours in the day. If the rail road is to
offer greater facilities to the public than they now en-
joy, an engine must run at least once an hour. If there
were no obstructions on the road, the engines might
meet at a given time and place, and so dispense with
a double track. But when we consider that there will
be ferry boats at one end of the road, and several draws
on the route, it would be impossible to foresee what
hindrances may present themselves at any time ; and
hence the meeting of the engines could not be calcu-
lated upon with any certainty. And, besides, we have
taken into the amount of transportation, 14,000 passen-
gers brought into Salem by the eastern stages, and these
stages arrive at different hours ; and as the travelling
varies, the time of their arrival will vary from their stat-
ed hours ; and hence the engines cannot depart at stated
times. In the winter season, the bay will be obstructed
with ice ; and though the boats are able to make their
way through ordinary ice, it was shewn by all the wit-
nesses acquainted with the operation of the boats, that
ice retarded their progress. This again would serve to
render uncertain the hour of departure. These consi-
derations render it necessary, in the estimation of the
Committee, that the road should be constructed with a
double track.

In the above estimate, we have taken only one hun-
dred and thirty tons, of the amount now transported
by water. The Petitioners maintained, that they should
be able to engross all or nearly all the merchandise
which is now carried by water. But when we consider
that the transportation by water is ten cents per ton
lower than they propose to carry it on the rail road;
that one fourth or one third of the whole amount is
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taken from or delivered on board vessels in the two har-
bors, and that many packages and boxes suffer by hand-
ling, it does not seem to us, that the water transporta-
tion will be essentially diminished by a rail road. It
was thought that the establishment of the Liverpool and
Manchester Rail Road would destroy the transportation
on the Canal between those twr o cities, but experience
has shown that, though the transportation on the Rail
Road is one third less than on the Canal, and the time
consumed in the transportation only one tenth as great
as on the Canal, yet the amount of transportation on
the Canal has not been diminished. The fact is, that
heavy articles cannot be conveyed so low on land as by
water; and that many articles are essentially injured by
any land transportation, by loading and unloading.
Neither have w7 e made any estimate of the transporta-
tion of merchandise east or north of Salem. It ap-
peared in evidence that there was a large quantity of
hay brought to the city from Ipswich and the towns in
that vicinity. But it seems to us to be perfectly evident
that this transportation will be continued by private car-
riages, if a rail road should be established. Teams
must be employed to transport the hay to Salem or Dan-
vers, should the road pass by Spring Pond, and when
they have come ten or twelve miles, no reasonable man
can believe that they will unload their hay and send it
to Boston on the Rail Road. It also appeared in evi-
dence, that the hay-teams, transported a great part of
the merchandise to these towns from Boston, and that
they tiansported at a lower ratet han the other waggons ;

this would secure to them this part of the transporta-
tion.

Neither have wo taken into the account the private
3 s
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travel. Every person acquainted with the subject knows
that gentlemen who own horses and carriages, will con-
tinue to own them, and owning them, they will continue
to use them, even if transportation were cheaper on the
Ptail Road. Neither have we taken into the account the
supposed increase of transportation. We do not believe
that a Rail Road from Boston to Salem will greatly en-
hance the amount of transportation. There is but little
back country to Salem. On the one hand is the ocean, and
on the other a country not abounding with inhabitants.
On the west, if you go ten miles from Salem, you come
into a country situated so near the capital that they will
send their produce to the city. If a person is ten miles
from Salem and twenty miles from Boston, he would
find it for his interest to transport his goods to Boston.
He must employ a team to go to Salem or any part
of the Rail Road, and having the goods loaded, they
can be transported to Boston, easier and cheaper, than
they can be unloaded, and conveyed to Boston on a
Rail Road. Besides, those who carry on a land trans-
portation, wish to load both ways, and if they come to
Boston without anv profit, they would make something
on the return load.

Another consideration has weight with your Commit-
tee. If the road is to terminate at Peabody’s wharf, it
would bo difficult to extend the route eastward, should
that be thought desirable in future. And besides, if the
road is to terminate in Salem South Fields, they could
not secure the Danvers travel. And if the road should
enter Salem North Fields, by way of Danvers, they
could not command any part of the transportation now
carried on by water.

Neither have we taken into the account the expense



�

19

of transporting persons and merchandise to and from
the terminations of the Rail Road. If the persons are

to convey themselves and their merchandise to the de-
pots at the end of the Rail Road, the expense to the
individuals will not be diminished ; and if this expense
is to be borne by the Rail Road Corporation, this would
enhance their expenditures, and render the concern still
more unprofitable. The experience of the public on
this subject goes far to settle the principle, that a short
Rail Road or Canal, can never be profitable. We arc
aware that it may be said that most of the rail roads
in England, and several in the United States, are for
short distances. The rail roads in Great Britain are
generally in the neighborhood and for the accommoda-
tion of the collieries. These roads are generally coarse
and clumsy structures, designed for the transportation
of coal. A short rail road may be profitable, if it
connects two great commercial cities or two large marts
of business, or if it is to form a link in some great line
of travel. But neither of these can be said of Boston
and Salem.

The proposed speed on the Rail Road, deserves a
passing notice. The Petitioners founded their estimate
on a speed of twenty miles to the hour. But experi-
ence, as far as experience has been had on this subject,
goes far to show that the transportation of heavy arti-
cles at that rate per mile, is neither wise nor economi-
cal. The injury both to the cars and roads, and the
liability to accident, all admonish us to be content with
a less rapid mode of transportation. Passengers may
be transported at a more rapid rate ; but where coaches
for passengers, and cars for merchandise, arc to be
drawn by the same steamer, we think a speed of twelve
miles per hour, is as great as will be found expo dient
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The engines on this road would not proceed we think,
at a greater rate, and when we take into view the time
that must be spent in transfering the cars from the road
to the boat, and from the boat to the road, and the time
in which the boat is crossing the ferry ; we doubt whether
the saving of time will be more than 25 or 30 minutes
in a passage. And this, generally speaking, is of but
little consequence to the passengers.

The alliance formed by the petitioners, instead of re-
lieving, rather increases the embarrassment of the sub-
ject. In the first place, there is no such thing prayed
for by any of the petitioners as a rail road with a branch
over Noddle’s Island. And it is hardly competent for
the Committee to grant such a request, when it has not
been officially asked for, and when there has been no
order of notice on the subject. Such a request could not
be granted without abandoning the only principle which
could justify the granting of any road. Public conveni-
ence and necessity alone can justify the granting of a
charter; but no person can ever pretend that public ne-
cessity and convenience require a road with a branch
over Noddle’s Island. And should a branch be extended
from Chelsea to Noddle’s Island, how can the passengers
passing over it, be conveyed to the city ? The Judiciary
Committee on the part of the House have reported that
there is no existing ferry between Boston and Noddle’s;
and they gave an intimation which we believe will be
sustained by the Legislature, that the State ought not
to grant a ferry without some consideration. But the
idea was held out that the Winnisimmet boats would
transport the passengers and goods to Boston. But we
apprehend that the Winnisimmet company have no au-
thority to run their boats to the island, and that the Le-
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gislature would not grant a ferry to them any more than
to others.

And how is it with Winnisimmet Ferry itself? Is
that ancient franchise still in being ? The Legislature
have acted with the utmost caution on that subject.
They have endeavored in all their action on the subject,
neither to confirm or impair, revive, recognize or deny,
any ferry right or supposed ferry right between Boston
and Chelsea. And after acting with so much caution on

this subject, we think they would not, without much de-
liberation, establish a ferry even in that place.

But if ferry rights already existed, the Committee con-
sider the connexion of a rail road with tide water a seri-
ous objection. The Winnisimmet route proposes to be
elevated ten feet above high water mark. It appeared
in evidence before the Committee that the rise and fall
of the tide was from ten to fifteen feet. This would pre-
sent a serious obstacle to the safe, cheap and rapid trans-
portation of passengers and merchandize. The peti-
tioners called a skilful engineer to inform us how the cars
and engines, if the engines should cross the river, were
to be taken from the boats to the road and from, the road
to the boats. But after all the information that could be
obtained, the Committee were not satisfied that it would
not prove a delay, and be attended with considerable ex-
pense, if not liability to accident. The fact appears to
be this : there is no rail road in operation connected with
tide water, and all the information that can be obtained
upon this subject, is mere theory which may be exploded
by practice.

There is another reason against granting the prayer of
the petitioners. At the last Legislature, after giving the
parties a long and patient hearing, the Committee repor-
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ted a reference to the present Legislature, and assigned
as a principal reason, that the want ofproper surveys ren-
dered it impossible for the Committee to give a preference
to any particular route. But after this admonition, the
petitioners come before the Government again, under
nearly the same circumstances. They pray for two dis-
tinct routes; many witnesses are called to prove that the
route through Danvers is practicable, and yet of that
route we have been favored with no survey. The Com-
mittee are entirely at a loss, after all they have heard, to
decide which route would be preferable. They are rather
inclined to the Danvers route, but the want of accurate
information calls upon them to suspend their verdict.

The Committee feel called upon to state that the case
under consideration differs materially from other cases
which have come before them or any former Committee
on Railways and Canals. In most cases where a rail
road has been asked for, there has been no opposition.
When the Providence road was prayed for, the Turnpike
did not remonstrate ; they came in as petitioners, and by
a mutual agreement united with other petitioners in
asking for a rail road.

The case of the Lowell road is the only one which bears
any analagy to the one under consideration. When that
road was prayed for, the Middlesex Canal Company re-
monstrated. But that case bears but little resemblance to
this. The passengers between Boston and Lowell, to be
accommodated by the rail road, were transported by sta-
ges, and not by the boats of the Canal Company; much
of the merchandize was conveyed by teams, and not by
the. canal, and the canal was closed _ with ice four or

five months in the year. The Lowell rail road was cal-
culated to accommodate a lino of travel and transporta-
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tion, which would never, to any considerable extent, pass
over the canal. And further, the canal corporation with-
drew their opposition before the Lowell bill was passed.
The bill was reported in 1830, but that Legislature did
not give their sanction to the measure. It was called up
at the next Legislature, but the remonstrants did not ap-
pear ; and though one of the principal owners and offi-
cers of that corporation, and one who had been employed
as counsel for the remonstrants, was in the Legislature,
he made no opposition to the passage of the bill.

There is another consideration which should be taken
into the account. In severe weather the boats would
be ice-bound, and hence the rail road communication
would be obstructed. The evidence before the Commit-
tee was conclusive, that the boats would make their way
through ice of considerable thickness ; but the evidence
was equally clear, that the whole harbor was sometimes
frozen over, and that it would be impossible, under such
circumstances, for the boats to run. It is manifest, also,
that in severe snow storms any rail road, in our climate,
would be obstructed. And how would the public be ac-
commodated, when the stages are driven from the road,
and the turnpike is neglected and out of repair?

From the foregoing, and every other view which the
Committee can take of the subject, they are not satisfied
that public convenience and necessity require the con-
struction of a rail road from Boston to Salem, and con-
sequently they report, unanimously, that the petitioners
have leave to withdraw their petitions.

CHARLES HUDSON, Chairman.

order of the Committee,
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