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TENTH ANNUAL REPORT

OP THE

TRUSTEES OF THE STATE REFORM SCHOOL.

The Trustees of the State Reform School respectfully present
to the Governor and Council their Tenth Annual Report of the
condition of that institution, it being for the year ending No-
vember 30th, 1856.

They would make the customary reference to the accompany-
ing reports of the Superintendent, the Chaplain, the Physician,
and the Treasurer, for statistical tables and other details in their
respective departments. They believe these will be found to be
full and satisfactory on the various topics to which they refer.

The management of the farm has continued in the hands of
the Board of Agriculture during the past year; and, accord-
ingly, from them and not from us a report of their proceedings
and of its condition will be expected.

Notwithstanding the frequent meetings of the Board, which
the circumstances of the institution have made necessary, the
semi-monthly visits of inspection, required by the original Act of
1847, have been duly made, we believe, without a single excep-
tion, during the year. Each Trustee leaves a written report of
his visit with the Superintendent, to be recorded in a book kept
for this special purpose. This inspection is carefully and thor-
oughly made. The school-rooms, the work-shops, the sleeping-
halls, the hospital, the kitchen, the laundry, the cellars, and,,
indeed all parts of the premises are successively visited and
examined, their condition noted in the report, and any im-
provements which may be proposed, or defects which may
require to be remedied, are entered therein. Loss than an
entire day will hardly suffice for this examination, and in some
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instances two days have been appropriated to it. An inspec-
tion of these reports would show how faithfully these duties
have been performed. At our regular quarterly meetings
these reports are read and carefully considered, and any sug-
gestions contained in them, that have not already received the
needful attention from the Superintendent or the Executive
Committee, are promptly attended to. Another year’s experi-
ence has fully confirmed us in/ the salutary tendency of these
written and recorded reports of every official visit.

The Executive Committee, beside the subjects specially com-
mitted to their charge at the quarterly and other meetings, have
the general supervision of the institution whenever the Trustees
are not in session. They are a standing committee'to be con-
sulted by the Superintendent at all times and in all emergencies.
The members of the Board whose residences are not very remote
from the establishment, usually constitute this committee, that
they may be more readily called upon when advice is necessary,
and it will be found, on consulting the record of the Trustees’
visits and other memoranda, that the services of these gentlemen
are often required, and that the frequency of the calls made
upon them is nearly in an inverse ratio to the distance of their
residences. Thus the weekly and sometimes the daily visits of
these members become an almost indispensable necessity to the
right working of this establishment, and much of their time
and attention must be devoted thereto.

The important department of school-instruction has not
been overlooked or neglected. Since our last Report, two
thorough semi-annual examinations have been made, and
though it is scarcely practicable to compare beneficially the per-
formances of any school with those of the same school six
months ago, when probably more than half the members of the
school have been changed during the time, yet at these examina-
tions good evidence of commendable progress wras exhibited.
We cannot perhaps better show this than by giving the entire
report of the examination in November, which was presented
by the committeeand entered on our records, and is as follows :

In accordance with an arrangement made at our last quarterly
meeting, the 19th and 20th of November were devoted to an ex-
amination of the several schools. We commenced in the
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morning of the with the school of Miss Morse, which is
the junior school of the new department. To this we gave an
hour before breakfast, and one after it. Four classes, the whole
school, were heard in reading and spelling. Three of them in
arithmetic and one in geography. In conclusion, the school
was addressed by Messrs. Greene & Fitch, the two members of
the committee in attendance. Number of scholars, 72, of whom
50 had been received by commitment since the last examination,
and 22 only were then present. The appearance of this school
was very fair.

< Mr. Hubbard’s school was examined in the forenoon between
nine and twelve o’clock. Four classes, the whole school, were
examined in reading and spelling, geography and arithmetic,
by the same two gentlemen, both of whom addressed the school.
Number of scholars, 77. Of these, 19 had been received by
commitment, and 42 by promotion since theformer examination,
and only 16 were then present. This school appears to be in
good condition, and making fair improvement. Mr. Hubbard
has tendered his resignation, and his place must be supplied at
an early day.

To Miss Bradfoi’d’s school wo devoted the afternoon from
quarter past one, to quarter past four. Here also the four
classes were examined in reading and spelling, geography and
arithmetic. Number of scholars, 75. Of these 26 were pres-
ent at the former examination, 40 have been received since
by promotion and 9 by commitment. The appearance and
condition of this school were satisfactory. Messrs. Fitch and
Greene severally addressed it at the conclusion.

Mr. Johnson’s was examined from half past five to half past
eight o’clock in the evening. This is the senior school in the east
department. The four classes inreading and spelling were first
examined ; the five classes in arithmetic next, including the whole
school in both cases. Then we heard a class in Greene’s anal-
ysis. Then the whole school, by two divisions, in geography,
with some exercises on the outline maps. This school sustains
the reputation accorded to its teacher at the last examination,
having much improved under his instruction. Present num-
ber, 73, of whom 42 were present at the June examination, 25
have since been received by promotion, and 6 by commitment.
Messrs. Greene and Fitch addressed the school. Lieut. Gov-
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ernor Cushman joined us during this examination. Mr. Sleeper
has been with us most of the day, and the Superintendent for a
considerable part of the time.

We commenced with Miss Paine’s school in the west depart-
ment on the 20th, spending one hour from six to seven o’clock,
before breakfast, and one from eight to nine o’clock after.
Present, Fitch and Cushman—Greene most of the time. There
were four classes in reading and spelling, though one of these
had scarcely advanced far enough to read. Oral arithmetic in
one division including all the more advanced scholars. This
latter exercise was very satisfactory. Number of boys in school,
73. Of these 25 were here at the last examination, and 48
have been since received by commitment. Mr. Pitch addressed
the school.

The third school of this department, Mr. Sullivan’s, was ex-
amined in the forenoon, between nine and twelve o’clock. The
three classes were examined in reading, spelling, writing and
arithmetic, concluding with exercises on the outline maps. The
order and evident progress of this school were very commenda-
ble. Of the 82 members of this school, 63 have been admitted
since last examination,—22 by commitment, and 41 by promo-
tion, and only 19 were present at that examination. It was
then in charge of Mr. Johnson, who soon after gave place to
the present teacher. Beside the committee, Mr. Fayerweather,
Rev. Mr. Gage and Mr. Griggs, of the school committee of
Wcstborough, and others, were present. The school was ad-
dressed by Messrs. Greene and Gage.

The second school, H. Talcott’s, Avas examined between half
past one and half past four o’clock. Present as in the forenoon,
with the addition of C. W. Jenks, of Boston. Three classes,
all the school, were heard in reading, spelling, and geography;
four in arithmetic. This school was formerly very successfully
taught by Mrs. Cushing. The present teacher came into office
since the last examination, and the school appears to be doing
well under his tuition. The number of pupils is 74, only 18 of
whom were present last June ; 42 have been since received by
promotion, and 14 by commitment. Gov. Cushman and Mr.
Griggs addressed the school at the close of the exercises.

The highest school, Mr. Charles Talcott’s, was examined in
the evening, from half past five to nine o’clock. Present, Messrs.
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Cushman and Greene of the committee, and Mr. Griggs. The
whole school was examined in two classes in reading and spell-
ing. There was one class, about half the school, in geography.
Three classes, including the whole school, in arithmetic. One
class of ten boys in physiology, the same as the senior class in
arithmetic. One class in astronomy. Performances mostly very
satisfactory, fully sustaining the previous high reputation of this
school. The present number of scholars is 75, 43 of whom
were in the school at the last examination ; 26 have been re-
ceived since by promotion, and 6 by commitment. A class in
algebra, recently commenced, we did not find time to examine.
Messrs. Greene, Griggs and Cushman severally addressed the
boys at the close.

Statistical tables of the schools were furnished the committee,
prepared by the several teachers; they will accompany this
report.

Thomas A. Greene, Chairman.

Westborough, 11th mo. 21st, 1856.

The committee on the library report, that, with the appro-
priation by legislative Resolve of 1855 of $l5O for this purpose,
and the appropriation of $75 by this Board for 1856, which
was authorized by the same Resolve, they have purchased 821
volumes of books for the library of the Reform School. These
books have been selected mainly for the benefit and use of the
boys. They are generally books of small size, as the average
cost of about twenty-seven and a half cents per volume will
plainly indicate ; some provision, however, for maturer minds
have been made in the selection. A small addition to this
number of books has been made by donations during the year,
as mentioned in the report of the Superintendent; and we
would respectfully renew the solicitation contained in our
report of last year, that some of our fellow-citizens will, from
their abundant stock of material for reading, contribute the
spare portion, to supply the cravings of our six hundred youth-
ful and aspiring spirits with proper and sufficient nutriment.
The income of the Mary Lamb Fund is, by a vote of the Board,
to be applied to the future increase of the library.

2
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The good health which has so generally prevailed among the
boys of this School, and especially during the past year, is
cause of renewed gratitude to the God and Father of us all, for
his abundant mercies. The hospital has been nearly tenantless,
except for slight and temporary ailments, during a large part
of the time, and only two deaths have occurred at the institu-
tion since our last report. The watchful care and attention of
the nurses who have been in charge of this department merit
and receive our commendation.

The Rev. P. Lincoln Gushing resigned the office of Chaplain
in March last, to take effect on the 15th of April following.
After careful consideration and deliberate inquiry, the vacancy
was filled in June, by the appointment of Rev. Win. T. Sleeper,
of Worcester. At the same time the general supervision of the
schools, as an additional duty, was committed to his charge.
Mr. Sleeper accepted the appointment, but was not able to
enter upon its duties till September; so that for more than
four months the services of the station were performed by tem-
porary supplies, no one remaining for more than two or three
weeks at a time. From the Record of our Quarterly Meeting
in September, the following report is extracted, viz.:—

The committee appointed to make arrangements for the
induction to office of Rev. Win. T. Sleeper, as Chaplain, have
attended to that duty, and report that their arrangements
having been completed, the ceremonies took place at the Chapel
of the State Reform School, on Wednesday, the 3d hist., in
presence of six members of the Board of Trustees, and nu-
merous invited friends of the Institution, and the following
exercises were had:

Invocation—By Rev. Mr. Ashley, of Northborough
Singing—By the boys.
Reading the Scriptures—By Rev. Mr. Frost, of Concord.
Prayer—By Rev. Mr. Sheldors, of Westborough.

Singing—By the boys.
Address to the Teachers—By Rev. Mr. Gage, of Westborough
Address to the Boys—By Rev. Mr. James, of Worcester
Concluding Prayer—By Rev. Mr. Walker, of Westborough
Singing—By the boys.

Charge to the Chaplain —By Rev. Mr. AVebstcr, of Hop-
kinton.
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After which Lieut. Gov. Brown, a member of the Board, on
behalf of the Trustees, made a few remarks to the boys in com-
mendation of the late Hon. Theodore Lyman, the founder of
this institution. Then followed the

Benediction—By the Chaplain.
The exercises Avere of an elevated order, and highly satisfac-

tory, and Ave think they Avere calculated to make a good and
asting impression on the inmates.

John A. Fitch, Chairman.

At the Quarterly Meeting of the Board held in this month,
the resignation of Mr. Ayres, the StcAvard, has been received
and accepted. Mr. Ayres has been connected with the School
almost from its first establishment, having filled A'arious ptosi-
tions in its management, to the entire acceptance of the
Trustees.

The resignation of the Superintendent Avas also receiAred, and
accepted at a Special Meeting held in October last. The Board
has been since that time thoughtfully endeavoring to select the
proper person to perform the duties of this responsible station,
but they haA -e not yet succeeded in satisfactorily accomplishing
their purpose. Any further notice of this subject will be more
properly deferred to a future Report.

To meet the expenses of the current year, Ave think the sum
of $44,000 Avill be required; viz.:—-

For provisions and clothing for 600 boys, at $45
each, $27,000 00

For salaries, wages, and support of officers, . . 12,000 00
“ fuel, lights, and current expenses, . . 8,000 00
“ repairs and. incidental expenses, . . . 3,000 00

$50,000 00
Deduct estimated receipts from labor of the boys, 6,000 00

$44,000 00

In regard to the Act of the legislature of 1856, chapter 150,
providing for “ the support of certain inmates of the State
Reform School,” we have consulted able counsel, and have been
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advised that under the law in its present form it would be
inexpedient to attempt to enforce this provision, and we cannot,
therefore, expect any relief for the present from this source.
There have been, also, some unusual expenses, arising out of
the changes in the workshops, consequent on the introduction
of now branches of business, which we hope will prove more
remunerative than some of the old ones. Wo had hoped, also,
that wo should be able to make a lower estimate of the expen-
ditures for current expenses than heretofore; but with the
prevailing high prices of provisions and labor, this appears to
be, for the present, impracticable.

The Reform School has been in operation about eight years.
There have been admitted, during that time, 1,909 boys; and
of these 1,310, after various periods of detention, and such
training as their several cases appeared to require, have been
returned upon the community again. Some of these, we regret
to state, have not been reclaimed by the counsel and instruction
given to them, but have gone back to their former evil courses;
while others, we rejoice in being permitted to say many others,
are preparing for a life of usefulness, and bid fair to become
honorable in their day and generation. One of this number is
now a successful teacher in this institution. When the question
shall be asked of us, where is the fruit of your labors ? we will
point the inquirer to these examples, and ask, in our turn,
where would they have been at this hour, if they had not been
arrested in their career of vice and crime, and turned back
into the paths of rectitude, through the instrumentality of this
heaven-born charity ? Honored, then, be the good old Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, and thrice honored that liberal
benefactor of the Reform School, whom she proudly ranks
among the noblest of her sons.

HARVEY DODGE.
THOS. A. GREENE.
HENRY W. CUSHMAN.
JOHN A. EITCH.
PARLEY HAMMOND.
JOHN A. PAYERWEATHER.
SIMON BROWN.

Westborough, Dec. 10, 1856.
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To His Excellency the Governor, and the Honorable Council of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

The Treasurer of the State Reform School respectfully pre-
sents the Tenth Annual Report.

The Treasurer charges himself, from December 1, 1855, to
November 29, 1856, inclusive, as follows :—-

For amount received from Harvey Dodge, preced-
ing Treasurer, $5O 02

For amount of appropriation received from the
the State Treasury for library books, . . 150 00

For amount received from State Treas-
ury, §43,820 00

For amount received for labor ofboys, 6,017 72
For rent of houses, .... 265 52
For board of farmer, . . . 62 29
For sundries, 1,431 70

51,587 23
§51,787 25

Thoro is due the Institution for the labor of
boys the following sums ;
From Comstock, Cole & Co., two notes, payable as

follows:
February 1, $7Bl 44
APril 715 60
From A. Davis & Co., . . . 279 31

-11,776 35
lie has paid for bills due and unpaid November

30th, 1855, 11,520 17

TEEASUR ER ’ S R EPOR T.
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And credits himself for the following payments:
Library books, $l5O 00
Hospital expenses, .... $146 81
Furniture and bedding, . . . 2,059 85
Fuel and lights, .... 3,238 49
Provisions and groceries, . . . 19,996 46
Clothing, 3,190 76
Transportation, .... 550 07
General improvements and repairs, . 3,252 95
Postage, 45 04
Salaries and wages, ....10,673 86
School books and stationery, . . 628 16
Leather, tools, and materials for shoe

shop, 1,367 21
Trustees’ expenses, .... 547 44
Miscellaneous, 1,546 83

47,243 93

$48,914 10
Cash on hand. ....... 2,873 15

$51,787 25

Tools and Materialsfor the Shoe Shop, include
Leather, 2,283} feet, ......$407 24
Leather, 8,508} pounds, ...... 857 90
Goat Skins, glazed, 24, . . .

. . • 20 00
Tools, 51 24
Pegs, tacks, wax, &c., . . . .

. •
80 83

81,367 21
Improvements and Repairs, include

Labor and materials on general repairs, . . . $1,084 60
Repairing steam boiler, grist mill, and fixtures, . 78 88
Iron provender mill, ...... 100 00
Castings used in setting the same, . . • • 12 75
Cooking range, No. 6, 150 00
Setting up the same, . . . . • • 53 49
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Painting, whitewashing, brushes, &c., . .
. $5BO 47

Glass and glazing, ....... 15 92
Locks, keys, and hinges, .

. . . . . 28 56
Pump, load pipe and repairing, .... 142 32
Carpenters’ tools, . .

. . . . . 16 43
Belting, 9 98
Grading in front of the institution, . . . 103 95
Digging and stoning collar, 136 06
Soap-stone wash-tubs, 20, ..... 214 75
Fitting up the same with steam and water pipes, . 234 67
Fitting drying room with steam pipes, . .

. 195 17
Double jacket steam-kettle, 1, 100 00

$3,252 95

Books , Stationery and Printing , include
School books, 1,725, $322 94
Slates, 12 dozen, ....... 864
Library books, and paper for covering, . . . 15 96
Prize essays, 200, 50 00
Writing books, 1,396, 96 00
Paper, pens, ink, &c., 54 29
Supplements to the Revised Statutes, . . . 500
Map of the town of Westborough, .... 3 00
Evening Traveller, .

• 7 50
New England Farmer, two years, .... 400
Well Spring, 16 copies, one year, .... 400
Youth’s Penny Gazette, 8 copies, one year, . . 100
Blank books and printing, . . . .

. 55 83

$628 16

Furniture and Bedding , include
Ticking, 819 f yards, $93 90
Sheeting, 1998| yards, 161 32
Table linen, 85 yards, 44 53
Crash, 3311- yards, 22 89
Diaper for spreads, 414 yards, . .

. . 69 01
Prints, 484 yards, batting, 400 pounds, . . . 79 01
Straw, for beds, 18,535 pounds, . . . . 94 33
Thread, 51 pounds, 80 79
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Shears, 2 pairs, and needles, $3 60
Carpeting, 188|- yards, 201 84
Mats, 2, 1 33
Pillows and feathers, ...... 8 50
Mattresses, 3 hair and 3 palm-leaf, . . . . 69 55
Bureau, $lB ; bedsteads, 2, $l5 ; sinks, 2, $l2, . 45 00
Chairs, 12, $25.50 ; centre tables, 3, $26, . . 51 50
Desk, for Chaplain’s study, $2O ; lounge, $l5, . 35 00
Pails, 9 dozen, ....... 37 25
Tubs, barrels, and other wooden ware, . . . 17 01
Clothes-lines and pins, ...... 550
Knives and forks, 28 sets, . . . . . 24 10
Spoons, 2-\ gross, 16 00
Crockery, 251 83
Glass and earthen ware, . ... . . . 2 38
Tin, copper and iron ware, . . . . 174 47
Lamps and chimneys, . . . . . . 24 97
Brooms, 892; brushes, 55, . . . . . 88 17
Baskets, 23, $14.58 ; wire cloth, 71|- feet, $17.81, . 32 39
Stoves, funnel and repairing, ..... 319 06
Stools and pedestals, for dining-room, 30, . . 25 30
Clocks, 6, and repairing,. . . . . . 13 50
Thermometers, 12,....... 4 50
Sausage-filler, $3.50; meat-saw, $2, . . . 5 50
Sundries, 5 82

$2,059 85

Clothing includes
Satinets, 2,841|- yards, ......$1,528 13
Denims, 2,355 yards, . . . . . 278 08
Cloth and clothing for apprentices, .... 168 56
Cotton cloth, 4,367 yards, ..... 355 59
Vesting, 186|- yards, 45 07
Silesia, 200 yards, ....... 19 97
Cotton flannel, 676 yards, . . . . . 65 SO
Caps, 6.J- dozen; visors, 3 gross, . .

•

. 30 04
Cambric and jean, 438 yards, 29 86
Thread, 92 pounds, 72 07
Frocking, 35£ yards, 23 62
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Needles, pins, and thimbles, ..... $lB 05
Buttons, 133 gr055,....... 106 39
Suspenders, 13 dozen, . . . . . . 13 00
Socks, 8 dozen; yarn, 297-£ pounds, . . . 264 78
Boots, 53 pairs, ....... 116 40
Cravats, 6 dozen, ....... 9 30
Combs, 49 gross, . . . . . . . 22 92
Shears and scissors, 25 pairs, ..... 9 75
Gloves, 13 pairs, ....... 18 38

$3,190 76

Provisions and Groceries, include

Flour, 844 barrels, N
. . $6,925 13

Rye meal, 229 bushels, . . . . . . 257 06
Indian meal, 1,078 bushels, .....1,061 26
Buckwheat, 10 bags, 30 90
Malt, 825 pounds, 7 00
Crackers, 12 barrels, . . . . . . 51 88
Beef, 45,145 pounds, 3,169 29
Tongues, 256 pounds, . . . . . . 27 67
Pork, 9,868 pounds, 895 93
Ham, 101| pounds, . . . . . . 14 21
Mutton, 848 pounds, . . . . .

. 47 27
Veal, 1,386 pounds, ...... 118 56
Tripe, 370 pounds, 29 34
Fish, 8,818 pounds, ...... 244 31
Poultry, 2421 pounds, 37 35

1,221i bushels, 822 18
Beans, 1311 bushels ; pease, 12 bushels, . . . 325 64
Rice, 37,762 pounds, 1,691 92
Salt, 16 sacks, .

...... 43 10
Sugar, 3,034 pounds, 310 17
Coffee, 437 pounds, 58 51
Tea, 231 pounds, 93 86
Chocolate, 1,359 pounds, 207 00
Molasses, 2,272 gallons, 881 15
Honey, 120 pounds, 13 20
Butter, pounds, 693 98
Cheese, 301£ pounds, 36 88

3
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Vinegar, 280 gallons, $3O 80
Apple sauce, 40 gallons ; cider, 40 gallons, .

. 10 00
Lard, 200 pounds, ....... 29 41
Tapioca, 42 pounds, $7.10 ; dried apple, 81 pounds,

$2.56, 9 66
Eggs, 164 dozen, ....... 37 52
Hops, 102 pounds, 8 77
Apples, 178 bushels, 142 13
Raisins, $34.27 ; nutmegs, $14.25, . . . . 48 52
Soap, 896 pounds, ....... 63 41
Potash, 621 pounds, 44 99
Starch, 119 pounds, and other small groceries, . 34 74
Ice, 20 08
Milk, 8,649 gallons, /......1,130 27
Strawberries, 152 boxes; raspberries, 140 boxes, . 47 90
Cranberries, 3 bushels ; currants, 38 quarts, . . 12 66
Peaches, 22J bushels ; quinces, 4 bushels, . . 48 48
Pears, bushels, and other fruit from the garden, 53 64
Grapes, 3|- bushels; melons, 80, . . . . 25 74
Parsnips, 3 bushels; beets, 29 J bushels, . . . 12 82
Onions, 10J bushels, . . . . . . 7 74
Squashes, 109|- pounds ; sage, 1 bushel, . . . 5 04
Cabbages, 774, ....... 38 11
Cucumbers, 388 ; tomatoes, and other garden vege-

tables, ........33 28

$19,996 46

Fuel and Lights, include
Coal, 327 tons, $2,586 21
Wood, 30J cords, 173 50
Oil, 525 gallons, . . . . . . . 478 78

$3,238 49

Miscellaneous, includes

Expenses in pursuing and returning elopers, . . 77 92
Expenses in returning boys to friends and fitting them

out to sea, ........ 117 18
Travelling expenses on business for the institution, 165 53
Visiting apprentices, 49 61
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Expenses in pursuing and returning apprentices who
have left their places, $7O 22

Conveying Sabbath school teachers to the institution, 168 75
Coffins and expenses of funerals, . . . . 10 50
Large lumber sleigh, . . . . . . 55 85
Repairing chaise, wagon and carts, and sleigh, . 70 35
Whips, and repairing harnesses, . . . . 940
Grain for horses, 270 bitshels, 190 00
Hay, 5 tons, . . . . . . . . 70 00
Horse, 1, 175 00
Blacksmith work, shoeing horses, &c., . . . 57 08
Chains, 2, ....... 3 75
Butchering, 4 55
Interest and discount, . . . . . . 12 96
Wheelbarrows, 6, . . . . . . . 17 10
Shovels, 32, and other garden tools, . . . 33 15
Garden seeds, ; ..... 8 35
Repairing sewing machine, ..... 463
Fowls, 19, ........ 950
Sketch of the institution, ..... 4 09
Buffalo robe, ........ 7 50
Expenses for the amusement of boys on the fourth

of July, and to attend cattle show, . . . 23 43
Instruments for exhibition, and supper for musicians, 14 00
Skates, 2 dozen, ....... 900
Repairing rubber hose, . . . . . . 15 75
Tools for chair-seating shop, . . . . . 50 83
Sundries,

........40 94

$1,546 83

Treasurer of the State Reform School.
Westbobough, November 29, 1856.

We hereby certify that we have examined the accounts of the Treasurer of
the State Reform School for Boys, and find them correctly cast and properly
vouched.

Auditing Committe

Westbobough, December 11, 1856.

J. A. FAYERWEATHER, >

JOHN A. FITCH, |

PARLEY HAMMOND,
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The principal of this fund is the same as it was
November 80, 1855, ......$20,000 00

Income on hand November 30, 1855, . . . 360 00
Jan’y. Dividend on 60 shares Boston and Wor-

cester Railroad, ..... 210 00
July. Dividend on same, ..... 180 00

$750 00

No dividend received on the other stocks during the past year.

Treasurer of the Lyman Fund.

Westbobough, November 29, 1856.

December 27, 1855. Received of Josiah Stedman,
Executor of the estate of Mary Lamb, her gener-
ous donation to the institution, ....$l,OOO 00

August 11. Received interest to date, . . . 37 50

$1,037 50

The fund is loaned to the city of Worcester

Treasurer of the Mary Lamb Fund.

Westbobough, November 29, 1856.

LYMAN FUND.

PARLEY HAMMOND,

MARY LAMB FUND.

PARLEY HAMMOND
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To the Honorable Board of Trustees of the State Reform
School :—

Gentlemen,—Herewith you will find the TenthAnnual Report
of this Institution, containing a brief summary of its progress
during the past year, and in many instances statistics of interest
from its commencement to the present time:—

Showing the number received and discharged, and the general
state of the School for the year ending November 30, 1856.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT.

TABLE 1.

Boys in School December 1, 1855, 581
“ since committed, 292

Apprentices returned by masters, . . ... 20
“ arrested and returned who had left their

masters, .......0
“ returned voluntarily who had left their mas-

ters, .......7
42

Whole number in School during the year, ... 915
Boys discharged or apprenticed, . . .... 307

“ remanded on alternative sentence, .... 3
“ returned to masters, 2
“ escaped, 2
“ died, 2

310

Remaining in School November 30, 1856 599

The three remanded on alternative sentence were under eight
years of ago, and by a vote of the Trustees the continuance of
such in the institution, is considered inconsistent with its pur-
poses and prejudicial to its interests.
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COUNTIES. Past Year. Previously. Total.

Barnstable, 2 6 8
Berkshire, ...... 12 52 64
Bristol, ....... 39 153 192
Dukes, - 2 2
Essex, ....... 55 317 372
Franklin, ....... 3 10 13
Hampden, ...... 33 90 123
Hampshire, 6 18 24
Middlesex, 46 283 329
Nantucket, ...... 2 11 13
Norfolk 32 132 164
Plymouth, 3 19 22
Suffolk 32 359 391
Worcester, 27 165 192

Totals, 292 1,617 1,909

TABLE 3.

Admitted. Discharged. Average NoMONTHS,

December, 1855, ..... 18 25 576
January, 1856, 17 22 572
February, “ 10 16 570.6
March, “ 24 35 572.3
April, “ 25 40 551.7
May, “ 28 22 544.2
June, “ 30 29 503.2
July, “ 48 23 560.1
August, “ 27 32 570
September, “ 34 34 o7'-.4
October, “ 37 20 083.6
November, “ 27 18 j9°- 9

Totals, 334 316 568.8

TABLE 2.

Showing the Commitments from the several Counties the past
year and previously.

Showing- the Admissions, Discharges, and average number for
each month of the year.



HOUSE—No. 2.1857.] 23

Showing the disposal of those discharged the past year and
previously.

DISPOSAL. Past Year. Previously. Total.

Discharged by Board of Trustees, . . 45 291 336
“ on expiration of sentence, . 82 107 139

Remanded on alternative sentence, . 3 69 72
Indentured to Fanners and Gardeners, . 55 218 273

“ Carpenters, ... 8 29 37
“ Bakers, .... 2 5 7
“ Silver Platers, ... - 6 6
“ Cabinet Makers, - 6 6
“ Pianoforte Makers, - 11
“ Mahogany Chair Makers, .

- 2 2
“ Trunkmakers, ... - 3 3
“ Sawmakers, ...

- 1 1
“ Sailmakers, ... 1 2 3
“ Boot and Shoemakers, . 79 232 311
“ Pump and Block Makers, .

- 11
“ Sleiglimakers, ... - 1 1
“ Harness Makers, . . 1 4 5
“ Combmakers, ... 1 3 4
“ Musical Instrument Makers, - 11
“ Tailors, .... 3 10 13
“ Machinists, ... 2 9 11

Ship Carp’trs & Boatbuilders, 1 4 5
“ Engraver, .... - 1 1
“ Merchants, ...

- 3 3
“ Painters, .... 4 10 14
“ Plumbers, .... - 1 1
“ Japanners, .... - 1 1
“ Riggers, .... - 1 1
“ Tanners and Curriers, .5 7 13
“ Stonecutters, ... - 2 2

Wheelwrights, ... 3 3 6
“ Barbers, .... 5 10 15
“ Printers, .... - 4 4

Tin and Sheet Iron Workers - 3 3
“ Coopers 2 5 7

Shoe Tool Makers, - 2 2Masons,
.... 3 10 13

“ Bookbinders, ... - 1 1
“ Butchers, .... - 1 1

Veneer Sawyers, .
.

- 11
“ Clerks, .... 3 4 7

Blacksmiths, ... 2 9 11
Sea Captains, ... 3 7 10
Engineers, .... - 1 1
Wood Turnera, ... 1 1 2

“ Attend Schopl, ... 19 19 38

TABLE 4
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TABLE 4—Continued.

DISPOSAL Past Year. Previously. Total.

Indentured to Boiler Makers, ...
- 2 2

“ Cotton Manufacturers, .2 2 4
“ Moulders, .... 2 1 3
“ Daguerreotype Artists, . - 11
“ Brass Founders, - 2 2
“ Paper Hangers, ... - 1 1
“ Fresco Cleaners, - 11
“ Millers, ....

- 1 1
“ Clergymen, ... - 1 1
“ File Makers, ...

- 1 1
“ Lumber Dealers, . .

- 11
“ Marble Workers, - 1 j 1
“ Calico Printers, ... 1 - 1
“ Cigar Makers, ... 1 - 1
“ Tack Makers, ... 1 - 1
“ Pocketbook Makers, . . 1 - 1
“ Caterer, .... 1 - j 1
“ Farmers and Shoemakers, .15 - 15

228
Discharged by order of Court, ... 2 6 8
Returned to masters, .... 2 10 12
Escaped, 2 9 11
Died, 2 23 25

Totals, 316 1,176 1.492

While it has been our constant endeavor to exercise the great-
est care in indenturing, both as to the qualifications of the
master and the character of the boy ; still, as will be seen by
reference to Table 1, some have so conducted as to render it
necessary for their masters to return them, and others have left
their masters. Nevertheless, though the number of apprentices
yearly increase, the number returned both the past year and
the previous one, have diminished. This we look upon as an
encouraging fact, especially when we consider the early training,
and roving disposition of our hoys. Very much depends upon
the qualifications of the master, and the influences which sur-
round the boy in his new home; still, in some instances, where
these have seemed to be the most favorable, they have broken
away and disappointed our hopes and reasonable expectations.
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4

Showing the length of time the hoys had been in the Institution
who left during the past year, and also during the two

preceding years.

The two pre-
TIML. Fast Year. Total.i ceding Years. !

In School less than one Month, . 4 1 j 5
In School 1 Month, ....

- 10 ! 10
“ 2 Months 3 0 | 12
“ 3 “

.... 3 7 j 10
“ 4 “

.... - 9 9
“ 5 “

.... 3 7 10
“ 6 ....| 4 18 I 17
“ 7 .... 4 G I 10
“ 8 .... 4 12 16
“ 9 “

.... 4 13 ( 17
“ 10 “

.... 8 11 j 19
“ 11 “

.... 10 11 [ 21
“ 12 “

.... 24 GG I 90
“ 13 “

.... 10 20 I 30
“ 14 “

.... 14 18 1 32
“ 15 .... 12 14 1 26'
“ 16 “

.... 10 16 I 26
“ 17 “

.... 11 18 29
“ 18 “ 7 21 28
“ 19 “

.... 10 12 22
“ 20 “

.... 12 25 37
“ 21 7 10 17
“ 22 “

.... 16 16 I 32
“ 23 “

.... 9 18 27
“ 24 “

.... 19 27 46
“ 25 .... 10 13 23
“ 26 “

.... 10 10 i 20
“ 27 “

. 9 10 19
“ 28 8 5 13“29“.. . . 4 4 8
“ 30 “

.... 7 10 17
“ 81

. 1 6 7
“ 32 «... 5 4 9“33«.. . , 5 3 8“ 84 «...

. 5 4 9
“ 35 “ 3 1 4
“ 36 “

.... 8 6 14
“ 37 «

....1 4 3 7
“ 38 «

....
! 4 3 7“39«.. .

, 1 3 4
“ 40 “

.... 1 j .8 | 9
4 5 9

“ 42 .... 1 | 2 3

TABLE 5.
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TABLE s—Continued.

Past Year. Tho two P"s '

Total,
ceding Years.

TIME.

In School 43 Months, .... 1 I 2 3
“ 44 “

....
- 3 [ 3

“ 45 “
....

- 1 1 1
“ 46 “

.... 3 3 | 6
“ 47 “

- 4 | 4
“ 48 . 1 1 2
» 49 “

- 1 1
« 50 «... - 2 2
“ 51 “

.... 4 - 4
« 52 “

- 3 3
« 53 “ 1 - 1
“ 54 “

....

- 1 1
“ 55 «... 1 1
“ 56 “

- 1 1
“ 57 «... 1 - 1
“ 60 “

....
, - 3 3

“ 61 “ 1 - 1
“ 63 “

- 1 1
« 64 “

- 1 1
“ 65 « 1 1 2
“ 69 “

- 3 8
« 67 “ 1 - 1
“ 69 “ 1 - 1
“ 70 “

.
- 1 1

“ 72 “
.... 1 2 3

“ 79 “ 1 - 1
“ 86 “ 1 - 1

Totals, 316 ! 515 831

Average, 23i months.
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Showing by what authority committed.

COMMITTED. Past Year. Previously. Total.

By Court of Common Pleas, . 12 88 100
Boston Municipal Court, ... I 7 143 j 150

“ Police “
. . .

| 22 197 219
Adams “ “ . . . 1 - 1
Blackstone “ “

. . .
- 1 1

Cambridge “ “
. . . 6 8 14

Chicopee “ “ 8 1 9
Chelsea “ “

.
. . 4 2 6

Fall River “ “ 17 45 62
Haverhill “ “

. . . 2 3 j 5
Lawrence “ “ 11 66 77Lowell “ “

. . . 4 70 74
Lynn “ “ 4 33 37
Lee 4 - 4
Milford “ “ 2 2
New Bedford “ “ 8 51 59
Newburyport “ “

. . . 11 50 61
Pittsfield “ “

.
•

. 4 32 38
Roxbury “ “ 14 4 18
Salem “ “ 15 102 117
Springfield “ “ 11 25 36
Taunton “ “

- 15 15
Worcester “ “

. . . j 13 77 90
Justices of the Peace, . . . [ 114 602 716I

Totals, 292 1,617 1,909

TABLE 6.
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TABLE 7.

OFFENCES. Fast Year. Previous . Total.

Larceny, . . . . .
. . 104 548 652

Stubbornness, . . . . . . j 124 695 819
Idle and Disorderly, . 8 71 79
Vagrancy, ...... 19 99 118
Shopbreaking and Stealing, ... I - 27 27
Housebreaking, .....; - 12 12
Burglary, ......

- 9 9
Shopbreaking with intent to steal, . .

- 25 25
Pilfering, - 11 11
Having obscene books and prints for cir-

culation, ...... - 2 2
Common drunkards, .... 4 61 10
Malicious mischief, ..... 8 35 43
Assault, ....... 2 6 | 8
Trespass, 4 7 11
Arson, ....... - 3 3
Runaway, ...... 2 17 19
Robbery from person, ....

- 4 j 4
Quarrelling and profanity, ...

- 1 1
Assault and battery, .... 3 11 14
Forgery, - 4 4
Concealing stolon goods, . - 1 1
Attempt at larceny, ..... - 1
Attempt at robbery, ....

- 1
Barnburning, ...... - 1 1
Breaking and entering with intent to steal, 9 17 26
Burning a building, ..... 1 1 I 2
Attempt to pass counterfeit money, . . - 1
Giving spirits to persons under arrest, . - 1
Attempt to burn a building, ... 2 - 2
Accessory to larceny, .... 1 -

No offence mentioned, .... 1 - 1

Totals, 292 j 1,617 1,909

Showing the Offences of those committed the past year and
previously.
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Showing the length of Sentence the past year and previously.

Tost Year. Previously. Total.SENTENCED.

During minority, ..... 200 1,169 1,369
Until 20 years of age, .... - 5 5

19 “ “
- 1 1

18 “ “
- 9 9

17 “ “
- 5 5

u u
_ 2 2

For one year, ...... 11 86 100
one year and four months, . . 1 1
one year and six months, ... 5 5
twoyeai’s,...... 2-1 96 120
two years and six months, . . 1 3 4
twoyears, nine months, and eight days, 1 1
three “ 16 104 120.
four “...... 14 56 70
four years and six months, . .

- 1 1
five 15 43 58
six “ 3 20 23
seven“...... 2 2 4
eight“...... - 7 7
nine “...... 1 1
ten “ 1 2 3

Totals, 292 | 1,617 I 1,909

TABLE 8.
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TABLE 9.

Past Year. Previously. Total.SENTENCES.

During minority, ..... 4 14 18
For seven years, ..... - 1 1

five years and three months, . . - 1 1
« “

- 4 4
four “

..... 1 10 11
three years and six months, . . - 1 1

U U 3 20 23
two years, nine months, eight days, 1-1
two years and six months, . . 4 2 6
u 2 69 71

one year and six months, . 2 18 20
one year and three months, .

.
- 19 19

“ “ 11 74 85
ten months, ..... - 3 3
nine “..... - 5 o
eight “..... 2 5 7
six « 85 430 515
five “..... 2 13 15
four “..... 6 37 43
three u

..... 36 244 280
two 65 298 363
forty days, ..... - 1 1
one month, ..... 55 255 310
less than one month, ... 13 92 103
unoxpired portion of sentence, . . - 1 1

Totals, 292 1,617 1,909

Shouting' the length of Alternative Sentences the past year and
previously.
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Showing the Nativity of those committed the past year and
previously.

NATIVITY. Past Year. Previously. Total,

Born in Ireland, ..... 51 194 245
New Brunswick, .... 5 39 44
England, 10 30 40
Canada, 6 11 17
Nova Scotia, .... 5 21 26
Scotland, ..... 2 5 7
France, - 1 1
Germany, ..... - 1 1
Italy, - 1 1
West Indies, .... - 2 2
Newfoundland, .... 1 - 1

Foreigners, 80 305 385

Born in Massachusetts, .... 103 1,051 1,214
Maine, ..... 4 62 66
New Hampshire, ... 8 46 54
Vermont, ..... 2 31 33
New York, ..... 19 59 78
Connecticut, .... 8 18 26
Rhode Island, .... 3 22 25
Maryland, ..... - 4 4
New Jersey, .... 1 4 5
Pennsylvania, .... 2 5 7
Virginia, .....

- 6 6
Louisiana, ..... - 1 1
Illinois, .....

- 3 3
District of Columbia, ... 2 - 2

Natives, 212 1,212 1,524

Foreigners, 385
Natives, 1,524

Total, 1,909

Of the 1,524 born in the United States, 1,051 are of Ameri-
can parentage, 389 of Irish, 50 of English, 13 of French, 11 of
Scotch, 7 of German, 1 of Danish, 1 of Spanish, 1 of Swedish.

TABLE 10.
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Showing the age of the hoys when committed.

AGE. I Past Year. Previously. Total.

Six years, 1 3 4
Seven years, ...... 5 10 15
Eight years, ...... 10 45 55
Nine years, 18 80 98
Ten years, 25 157 182
Eleven years, ...... 32 183 215
Twelve years, ...... 32 208 240
Thirteen years, 43 253 296
Fourteen years, ..... 49 278 327
Fifteen years, ....•• 56 315 371
Sixteen years, ...... 21 49 70
Seventeen years and over, ...

- 23 25
Unknown, - 11 H

Totals, 292 1,617 | 1,909

Average age, 13 year

TABLE 12.

Showing the Moral, Domestic, and Social condition of those
committed the past year and previously, so far as can he
gatheredfrom their oivn statement and other reliable sources.

Number committed, ..... 292 1,617 1,909
Who have lost father, .... 77 450 527

“ “ “ mother, .... 37 250 287
“ “ “ both parents, ... 23 144 167

Whose fathers have no regular occupation, 97 557 684
“ “ are intemperate, .

. 74 499 570
“ mothers “ “

.

. 9 20 29
“ parents are both intemperate, . 17 177 IJ4
“ parents’ example is otherwise mor-
ally pernicious, ..... 139 869 1,008

Who have, or have had, one or more mem-
bers of their families in penal or reform-
atory institutions, .... 36 447 483

TABLE 11.

Past Year. Previously. Total.
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Showing- the Habits, Delinquencies, Arrests, SfC., the past year
andpreviously.

Past Year. Previously. Total.

Number committed, 202 1 617 1 909Were mostly idle previous to commitment, 135 1,377
“ untruthful, !62 1,589 1,701Used profane language, .... 140 1 404 4 504“ obscene “

.... 65 l’l9B 1,263Were truants H 8 1,216 1,334babbath-breakers, .... 151 4 189 4 3^Never attended Sabbath School, . . 46 276 329Were irregular or occasional attendants, 198 1 109 1 307Had a companionship more or less intimate
with each other previous to admission, 173 1 289 1 462Had frequented places of questionable
amusement, _ 04 4 02 2 1086Had slept out nights in stables, sheds, boxes,
and similar places, • 76 832 908Had used tobacco, ..... qq 743 §44

“ drank intoxicating liquors, many of
them to excess, 26 484 510triad been previously arrested once, .

. 60 824 384“ twice,
_

. 8 113 121
“ three times, 4 55 50

four “ 1 23 94“ “ “ “ five “

or more,
_ 50 5„

Whole number previously arrested, . . 73 535 03gHad been in prisons, houses of detention,or reformatory schools, .... 31 422 453

o

TABLE 13.
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Number employed by contractors, making shoes, .... 120.8
“ “ in making and repairing shoes, .... 20.5
“ “ “ seating chairs, . 82.9
“ “ “ sewing and knitting, ..... 163.4
“ “ “ farming and gardening, ..... 77.6
“ “ “ the laundry, . 42.3
11 “ “ domestic work, ...... 41.5
“ “ “ baking and cooking, 13.9
“ “ “ care of dining rooms, ..... 12
“ “ “ miscellaneous work, ..... 40,1
“ confined to the hospital, 1.8, employed, 1, . 2.8

568.8

SHOE DEPARTMENT.

This department continues the same as last year.
Two shops are occupied by the contractors, (Messrs. Com-

stock, Cole & Co., of Boston,) who have employed an average
of 120.8 boys through the year, and have made 176,064 pairs
of shoes. One shop is occupied for the making and repairing
shoes for the use of the boys, and in stitching boots and shoes
for neighboring manufacturers, where an average of 20.5 boys
have been employed in closing 3,328 pairs of shoes, in stitching
5,605 pairs of boots, in making 1,161 pairs of shoes, andrepair-
ing 3,452 pairs of boots and shoes.

SEWING AND KNITTING DEPARTMENT.

This department has for the greater part of the year occu-
pied two shops, where an average of 163.4 boys (the smallest)
have been employed in making 1,205 jackets, 1,182 pairs pants,
163 vests, 1,715 shirts, 784 pairs suspenders, 240 pairs mittens,
14 table cloths, 298 palmleaf hats, 184 cravats, 609 sheets, 219
towels, 39 pillow cases, 1,065 pairs stockings, 1,158 caps, 370
flannel wrappers, 100 pillows, 119 comfortables, 10 frocks, 44
bedticks, 182 spreads, 78 holders, 20 curtains, 12 napkins, 68

fine bosom shirts, and 1 wagon cloth. Also in repairing 3,714
jackets, 6,440 pairs pants, 4,062 pairs stockings, 5,838 shirts,

TABLE 14.

Showing the Average Employment , Bfc.
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SB9 aprons, 424 caps, 463 shoots and spreads, and 110 bedticks.
Whole number mads, 9,889. Whole number repaired, 21,440.

LAUNDRY.

The average number in this department has been 42, who
have been employed in the washing and ironing of 173,485
articles.

FARM.

This department still continues under the charge of the
State Board of Agriculture, and while we had hoped that more
boys than heretofore would have enjoyed its benefits, we have
to report a number nearly seventeen per cent, less than last
year.

lIOOLI

No material change has been made in the general organiza-
tion or management of the schools. This department embraces
eight schools, with their subdivisions, four in each department
as morally divided. The more advanced class of each depart-
ment constituting the first school, the next in grade of each
department the second, the next the third, and the lowest
school in each department the fourth school.

Those received during the year have entered each of these
schools, as follows, viz. :

The first, or more advanced schools, . . 37
“ second schools, ..... 40
“ third “ 92
“ fourth “ 165

Total, 834

Those discharged during the year were from each of these
schools, as follows, viz.;—

From the first or more advanced schools, . . 132
“ “ second schools, ..... 77
“ “ third “ 64
“ “ fourth “

..... 43

Total, 316
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The promotions to higher schools were as follows, viz.

Prom the fourth (lowest) to the third, . . 140
“ “ third to the second, . . . 160
“ “ second to the first, .... 104

Present number in each of the school

Number in the first or more advanced schools, 145
“ “ second schools, . . . 148
“ “ third “

... 159
“ “ fourth “

... 147
Total,

....... 599

Of these—

Read books generally with more or less correctness, 488
“ “ in easy lessons, . . . . 72
“ “ “ monosyllables, .... 39

Have studied practical arithmetic, . . . 216
“ “ mental “

... 214'

The text-books used are Greenleaf’s Common School Arith-
metic, Greenleaf’s Mental Arithmetic, and Colburn’s Mental
Arithmetic.

Those in practical arithmetic

Have studied in simple rules, .... 53
“ “ through simple rules, . . 52
“ “ “ reduction, ... 36
“ “ “ compound numbers, . 14
“ “ “ fractions, ... 47
“ “ “ the book, ... 14
“ “ geography, .... 452
“ “ History of United States, . . 9
“ “ physiology, .... 10
“ “ astronomy, .... 32
“ “ algebra, ..... 10

Write on paper, 482
“ “ slates, 117
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HEALTH

The health of the boys through the year has been almost un-
interruptedly good. Very few cases of severe sickness have
occurred, and but two deaths, one of whom died of disease con-
tracted long before his commitment.

As will be perceived by reference to Table 14, (average em-
ployment, Ac.,) the average in the hospital through the year has
been very small. May the same kind Providence, which has so
mercifully watched over and preserved our youthful charge
during the year, be vouchsafed in coming years, and that feeling
of gratitude which is due for so groat a blessing, exercise all
our hearts.

For a more detailed report under this head you are respect
fully referred to the Physician’s Report.

ABBATH SCHOOL.

As heretofore this department has been supplied with teach-
ers, (aside from those of the officers, teachers and assistants
who have acted in this capacity,) by ladies and gentlemen from
the village of Westborough, some of whom for several years
have continued to act in this sphere of Christian benevolence.
We thank them for their efforts in behalf of the erring and mis-
guided boys committed to our charge. May their efforts be
productive of the good for which they arc designed.

For the present moral and religious condition of the institu-
tion, please see the Chaplain’s Report.

We arc happy to record our indebtedness to the Hon. Charles
Sumner for valuable public documents, to Charles Merriam,Esq., of Springfield, for a large number of interesting and
highly instructive volumes of books presented to the boys,—to
those ot the Sabbath school teachers who have regularly dis-tributed religious papers to the members of their class, and tothe Massachusetts Bible Society for furnishing to each boy a
Bible, as he leaves the institution. Also to the proprietors of
the following journals and periodicals, bestowed gratuitously,■which have been regularly received during the year, and which

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS,
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have been a source of much pleasure, and we trust, profit, to us
all, viz.:—“ Youth’s Companion,” “ Child’s Paper,” “ Sunday
School Journal,” “ American Weekly Traveller,” “ Massachu-
setts Spy,” “ National AEgis,” “ Cambridge Chronicle,” “ Salem
Register,” “ Ilingham Journal,” and “Prisoner’s Friend.”
Could those who have thus contributed to our sources of im-
provement but see the eagerness with which their gifts are sought
by our youthful company, we feel sure they would find an im-
mediate reward.

Wo also tender our thanks to the Northborough Brass Band
for the increased interest given to the boys’ exhibition through
their kindness, and to the Shrewsbury Brass Band for their most
acceptable concert given in our chapel.

In conclusion, gentlemen, I thank you for the kindness, sym-
pathy and aid I have received from you in the prosecution of
the arduous duties of my position, as well as in the meeting of
its peculiar and special trials, and also acknowledge my indebt-
edness to many of my associates for their untiring efforts and
constant co-operation in striving to promote the present and eter-
nal well-being of those for whom we labor, as also the general
interests of this noble institution. And now in leaving this
scene of my labors and my prayers, and these youth upon whom
for so long a time I have looked with so much of affection and
hope, I earnestly beseech “ the Lord of the harvest ” to so direct
you, and those who may occupy your position in time to come
in selecting laborers for this field, that fruit may be gathered
here an hundred fold to His glory.

Respectfully submitted,

JAMES M. TALCOTT,
Superintendent.

State Reform School, Westborough,
November 29, 1856.
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To the Trustees of the State Reform School, at Weslborough,
Massachusetts :—

Gentlemen : —Having but recently been called to this field of
labor, what I may have to say will be more general in its char-
acter, and less interesting in its material, than it would be under
different circumstances.

In making a report to you of the moral and religious condi-
tion of the boys in this institution—if I express any opinion at
all in regard to their attainments in these respects—I must
speak relatively. If their moral standing be compared with
that of the best Christian society in the State, the former would,
of course, fall far below the latter. But if they be compared
with boys of the same class—for example—brothers and play-
mates, who are still, many of them, living idly, and some of
them viciously, at their homes, without proper instruction and
withoutparental control, the comparison wouldbe very much in
favor of the boys in the institution. The boys here are learning
habits of industry, order and neatness, while many of their as-
sociates at home are becoming confirmed in habits just the op-
posite. The boys here, with scarcely an exception, are making
commendable progress in education ; and externally, to say the
least, they give a respectful attention to religion. But with
most of their former associates the fact is far different. lam
familiar with the early habits of a large class of the boys com-
mitted to this institution, and I know the kind of influences
that surround them at their homos—if, indeed, homes they
have. They are surrounded by circumstances which almost
make it certain that they will become law-breakers. Many of

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT.
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them are born of dishonest, or intemperate, and otherwise
vicious, parents. From their infancy they have been familiar
with scenes of vice. Their dialect, in a great degree, is made up
of words and phrases which indicate the degraded character
of their early instructors. To their minds there is no halo of
sacredness encircling the name of God, the Bible, the Church,
and the Sabbath. But rather, profanity, infidelity, Sabbath-
breaking, vice and crime, are the legitimate fruits of the seed
which has been sowed and ploughed into their hearts at so

an age. It is to rescue and reform such as these that
reformatory institutions have been established; but it cannot
be expected that these boys shall at first see the advantages of
leading a new life, nor voluntarily behave with all that decorum
in school and chapel which is demanded of them. What they
at first do reluctantly, shall, in many instances, after a few
months, be done cheerfully ; what is done at first only exter-
nally, shall at length become an internal principle, a fixed habit

,

that may be the guide of their remaining life. And although
their orderly conduct in the hours of worship, and their well-
recited lessons in the Sabbath school, may not always be acts
of their own choice, yet these acts shall, more frequently than
might be supposed, have a salutary effect upon the life. The
lessons of truth they learn, though many times forced into their
minds, shall, like the seed-corn forced into the earth between
the roots and rocks of a new, hard soil, in the autumn of life,
yield the ripest fruit.

The usual exercises for the moral and religious improvement
of the hoys have been continued, and, it is hoped, with much
success, during the past year. The Sabbath school lias con-
tinued to receive most valuable and efficient aid from a large
number of self-denying teachers from the village. This is a
great labor of love, and it can only be appreciated by remem-
bering that, through cold and heat, the year in and the year
out, they are expected to be at their posts at nine o’clock
every Sabbath morning, to hear recited the verses of Scripture
the boys have committed to memory during the preceding
week, and then impart to them what instruction they may be
able to give. All the boys are required to commit to memory,
and recite the same portion of God’s word,—usually seven or
eight verses a week,—and this passage of Scripture furnishes
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the theme for my regular morning discourse. Four weeks ago
we commenced the second chapter of Matthew on this
plan ; and the increased interest which the boys have mani-
fested in remarks drawn from and designed to illustrate a
passage of Scripture with which they were familiar, has satis-
fied me that this course is worthy of a longer trial.

Preaching in the chapel twice every Sabbath, and daily
morning and evening prayers with the boys, have been sus-
tained throughout the year, although four or five months
elapsed after the cessation of your former chaplain’s labors
here, before I entered upon the field.

Soon after I commenced my labors here in September, I
found several boys who seemed much concerned for their souls’
welfare. Upon conversation with them I became satisfied that
religious truth had made a deep impression upon their minds.
One dated his religious impressions from a sermon preached
here in the summer by an aged servant of God, whose labors in
this world are nearly done. That I might have an opportunity
to give special instruction to boys of this class, I invited all
those of whom I could gain an evidence of religious seriousness
to come to my study on Saturday evening after prayers. At
the first meeting there were five boys present; there I instituted
what I called a “ class meeting.” This meeting has been
continued with increasing interest to the present time. The
class now numbers sixteen, besides two that have been inden-
tured since the class was formed. Three of this number have
given satisfactory evidence of a change of heart; and others, I
hope, have commenced in earnest to live a Christian life.

Every Friday evening all the members of the family who feel
disposed, meet together and hold a prayer meeting, when words
of encouragement are spoken, and prayers offered to God for
his blessing upon the institution.

Again on Sabbath evening we come together as a Bible class,
to study the verses that are to be our next Sabbath’s lesson.

We have also a monthly meeting of our Sabbath school
teachers in the- village, when we talk over matters pertaining
to the success of the Sabbath school, and the good of the boys.

Notwithstanding all the moral and religious influences that
can be brought to bear upon the boys in the institution, it
appears to mo that the chief hope of reforming them lies not in

e
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their long detention here, hut in securing for them good homes
in the country among farmers and mechanics,—homes of a
highly moral and religious character. I doubt very much
whether boys should bo collected together here in large num-
bers, and kept until they have arrived at a certain point of
excellence. Is it not desirable to give greater attention to
seeking out good places for the boys, and indenturing them to
men who will watch over them for their good ? There are
many boys here now who would do well with country farmers
and mechanics; they would make profitable help for the
master, and find good homes for themselves; thus both parties
would be mutually benefited.

The practice of visiting the boys occasionally at the places
where they are indentured, which has been adopted by this
institution to some extent, it appears to me mayresult in much
good, especially if carried out as it ought to be. While these
visits insure the boys that they are not forgotten,—that their
happiness is looked after by the State,—they also remind the
master that any gross neglect or abuse on his part will be
known and corrected.

In the early part of October I spent a day in visiting our
boys at Marblehead. Of the nineteen boys that I saw there,
twelve were doing well, two were doing rather poorly, and five
were doing badly. The masters of those boys who were not
doing well, with but one or two exceptions, I think, are not
such masters as would exert a religious influence over the
boys. They disregard the Sabbath, and make use of profane
language ; they send their boys to meeting, but stay away
themselves. The education of the boys at Marblehead, both
intellectual and moral, it appeared to me, was much neglected.
Their only chance for education is attending three evening
schools a week, after working hard all day pegging shoes, and
this only during the cold weather. There are, I think, too
many boys from the institution living in the same neighbor-
hood.

There have been only two deaths in the institution during
the past year; these both occurred in March, so near to each
other that the lifeless bodies of both boys were lying in the
hospital at the same time. A circumstance connected with the
death of one of them may be thought worthy of a short notice.
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The boy to whom I refer had been one of the hardest boys to
govern in the institution ; but a few months before his death,
encouraged by his teacher, he had commenced the practice of
secret prayer, with special reference to overcoming his most
prominent faults, his besetting sins. Not many weeks had
elapsed before there was seen in him a decided change of con-
duct ; ho became one of the most industrious and exemplary
boys in the school, and was promoted to the monitorship of the
room. During the few weeks of his sickness he suffered much,
and his mind was frequently in a wandering and dreamy state.
The night before he died he was quiet, and in his right mind.
With great difficulty of utterance he began to sing, and those
near him could understand Ins words ; he was singing a beau-
tiful hymn he had learned of the music teacher, beginning,—

We won’t give up the Bible
God’s holy book of truth.”

He would not give up the effort until he had gone through
the entire hymn, though he often stopped for want of breath.
While the lamp of life was going out, and the voice refused to
utter words, the memory was clear and strong. The moral
lessons he had learned were thus carried with him into that
mysterious world, which, though not far off, is yet beyond our
feeble sight,—into that world where no Bible is needed; for
Jesus, calling the little children unto him with his own sweet
voice, will tell them of heavenly things.

I cannot close this Report without acknowledging the receipt
of ten dollars from Mrs. 11. E. Richardson, of Shrewsbury, to
purchase juvenile papers for the boys; and also ten cents from
a little boy in Shrewsbury, to pay for the Child’s Paper one
year for “ Johnny Ayers,” a little boy in the institution.

The two tables which are usually in the Chaplain’s Report
will be found in the Report of the Superintendent.

Westboeough, Dec. 10, 1856.
W. T. SLEEPER.
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Westborough, December 1, 1856.

To the Trustees of the State Reform School

Gentlemen :—lt will appear from notes designed for medical
reference that the general health of the inmates of this institution
has been sustained in the usual condition since my last annual
report, and no particular disease of prominence has prevailed very
extensively. Typhoid fever has been the disease most frequently
recurring of much importance. Eight were sick with it during
the year, mostly in the early part of last winter. One of this
number died. I report also five cases of inflammation of the
lungs, scattered, unusually, through all the seasons. Also one
of dysentery, one of acute rheumatism, and three of erysipelas.
The above are noted as requiring daily medical attention.
Several of them were severely sick. One case of chorea, or St.
Yitus’s dance, is also reported, attended with complication of
disease, creating a good deal of apprehension for his safety.
This boy Avas but partially restored, and has died since his dis-
charge from the institution.

One has died of chronic inflammation of the bowels, Avith
dropsy of the abdomen. The disease Avas in progress when the
boy was committed here ; and the history of this case in its
primary stage is consequently obscurely ascertained.

One boy lies very sick in the hospital at the present time with
disease of the brain.

Respectfully yours,

11. H. RISING.

PHYSICIAN’S REPORT.
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Names , Residence, Commission and Retirement of the Trustees
of the Slate Reform School, from its commencement to the
present time.

Date of
Commission

Date of
Retirement

Names. Residence.

APPENDIX.

1847. Nahum Fisher, . . j Westborough, . 1849.
1847. John W. Graves, . . | Lowell, . . 1849.
1847. Samuel Williston, . . i Easthampton, . 1853.
1847. Thomas A. Greene, . : New Bedford, . Still in office.
1847. | Otis Adams, . .

. ! Grafton, . . 1851.
1847. j George Denny,* . . j Westborough, . 1851.
1847. ! William T. Andrews, . I Boston, .

. 1851.
1849. , William Livingston* . j Lowell, . . 1851.
1849. j Bussell A. Gibbs, . . | Lanesborough, . 1853.
1851. | George H. Kuhn, . . j Boston, .

. 1855.
1851. jJ. B. French, . . Lowell, . . 1854.
1851. | Daniel 11. Forbes,* . | Westborough, . 1854.
1851. 1 Edward B. Bigelow, . j Grafton, .

.

| 1855.
1853. J. 11. W. Page, . . j New Bedford, . j 1856.
1853. I Harvey Dodge, . . Sutton, .

. Still in office.
1854. j 6. Howland Shaw, .

! Boston, .
. 1856.

1854. I Henry W. Cushman, . | Bernardston, . Still in office.
1855. i Albert 11. Nelson, . ' Woburn, .

. 1855.
1800. John A. Fitch, .

. Hopkinton, . Still in office.
1855. Parley Hammond, . Worcester, . Still in office.
1856. Simon Brown, . . Concord, .

. Still in office.
1856. j John A. Fayerweathor, Westborough,

. Still in office.

Those marked thus (*) are deceased.
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OFFICERS

TRUSTEES.

HARVEY DODGE.
THOMAS A. GREENE.
HENRY W. CUSHMAN.
JOHN A. FITCH.

PARLEY HAMMOND.
JOHN A. FAYERWEATHER.
SIMON BROWN.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
HARVEY DODGE, Chairman.
PARLEY HAMMOND.

SCHOOL COMMITTEE
THOMAS A. GREENE.
HENRY W. CUSHMAN.

'

secretary,

THOMAS A. GREENE.

j JOHN A. FITCH.

• TREASURER.1 PARLEY HAMMOND.

James M. Talcott, Superintendent.
Orville K. Hutchinson, Asst. Supt.
Moses O. Ayres, Steward.
Wm. T. Sleeper, Chaplain.

Henry H. Rising, Physician.
Mrs. J. M. Talcott, Matron.
Mrs. M. K. Stanwood, Asst. Matron.
Mrs. M. O. Ayres, Teacher ofMusic.

teachers.

Charles Talcott.
William Johnson.
Charles H. Hubbard.
Daniel Sullivan.

Henry Talcott.
Desire 11. Bradford.
Eunice E. Morse.
Nancie Paine.

overseers op workshops.

Erastus C. Loud.
Frederick Morrison.
Anthony Dougherty.

Dwight Paige.
I

Albert J. Newell, Baker.
Maria L. Morrison, Overseer

of Dining-rooms.

Malinda Palmer.
Kate E. Cowles.
Olive Hodges.

Eber O. Bailey, Carp'r and Eng’r
Mrs. E. O. Bailey, Nurse.
Mrs. P>. Paige, Laundress.

OVERSEERS OP DOMESTIC DEPARTMENTS.
Henry Cobh. Charles Johnson.

WATCHMEN.

William Paige George W. Hodgkins.

Andrew Morrison, Man of all work.

SIMON BROWN.
JOHN A. FAYERWEATHER.
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS WRITTEN BY MASTERS, AND OTHERS,
OF BOYS WHO HATE BEEN INDENTURED OR DISCHARGED
FROM THE INSTITUTION.

P , December , 1855.
Sir P.’s health has been almost invariably good since he came to live with

me; and I think, considering what his former habits were, he has improved very
much. Our school will commence next Monday, and I intend to have him attend
constantly, as he has done winters since he has been with mo.

W , December, 1855.
Sir I write to you of the lad I took from your school one year ago, and to

make known to you that he has been a very good boy, and tried to comply with
my wishes in all respects. He often speaks of the people at Westborough, and
sends his love to all. He attended school last winter, was obedient, and improved
very fast in all his studies. llespectfully yours, T.

B , December, 1855.
Dear Sir:—lt is ■with pleasure I write these few lines to let you know that H.

is well, and a very good boy. He has improved the past year very much in his
behavior, and his teacher says he is a very good boy in school, and fries to learn,
and I think he will. Yours truly, C.

F , December, 1855,
Dear Sir:—ln compliance with your rules I present my annual letter, inform-

ing you of the health and conduct of my son, who left your institution two years
since. We live about two miles from the village where he has resided since he
left you, having the benefits of a good school one-half the year, and the other half
working on the farm.

His conduct is all I could expect of a son ; and I owT e it to you to say that I
attribute it, in a great measure, to habits acquired and discipline received at your
institution, for which you have my sincere thanks, as also his.

Yours truly, H.

B , December , 1855.
Sir :—M.’s health has been good through the year ; he is now in school, seems

interested in his studies, and is doing well. He has attended public worship and
the Sabbath school regularly, but with apparently little interest. I hope I may
write better things concerning this at some future day. He is doing well at his
trade, and since I wrote you last year is improved in his general character. I feel
we have encouragement to labor for his welfare, trusting in God for his blessing.

Truly yours, &c,, H.

Yours, P.
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Mr. Talcottl write to inform you that T.’s health and behavior are good.
He is now attending school; has visited his parents once during the year.

Yours, A.

N. B ,
January, 1856.

Dear Sir: —Thus far lam very much pleased with J.; he has been very steady,
and I trust he will make a useful member of society.

Yours, with respect, H.

B , January, 1856.
Dear Sir : —A. is well and hearty ; I am sending him to school at —■ this

winter; he is contented, and a very good boy. He receives letters from his mother
often ; she is anxious that he should visit her. What do you think about it ? I
am willing, if you think proper. Very respectfully, &c., W.

Dear Sir:—M. is with me, and in good health; he is now in school, and is a
very good boy, and I trust I shall never have to write otherwise. I want another
boy. M. spoke to me of H ; can I have him ? If not, will you recommend some
other boy ? M. sends his love and best wishes to all, and wishes you (though
late) “ a happy new ymar.” Your obedient servant, P.

B , February, 1856.
Dear Sir : —M., the boy I took from your school three years since, continues to

do well, and I think he will. He has attended school regularly through the
winter; he sends love to all. His mother spent four weeks with us last fall; she
thinks him very much improved. Yours, with respect, C.

D , March, 1856.
Dear Sir : —I suppose you are impatient to hear from P.; I have waited till his

school should close, that I might report his progress, I must say I have been
very much disappointed in him, for he has proved a much better boy than I
expected. His general character has been very good, and I have had no reason
to find fault with him, nor have I heard any complaint of him ; but, on the con-
trary, he is liked by all who know him. He attends church regularly, and learns
his lessons well; at the examination at the close of the day school he had the
credit of being the best scholar in school. His health has been very good, and he
has grown to be a large boy; at his trade he learns quick, and works willing and
cheerful, and bids fair for the future. Yours truly, R.

M , April, 1856.
Dear Sir Agreeably to your rules I write you of J., and inform you that he

enjoys excellent health, and has behaved very well, with the exception of one
indiscretion, for which I took occasion to correct him, and feel confident it will
not be repeated. He is learning his trade thoroughly, and is progressing in it very
well indeed. I think he will compare favorably with boys of his age, in his ac-
quirements and education.

Trusting the good feeling which now exists between us last till the end of
his apprenticeship, I am, Sir, Yours truly, R*

D » December, 1855.

D , January, 1856.
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II , May, 1856.
Dear Sir:—l have the pleasure to inform you that D. is doing well; he likes

his master, and his master likes him. Your humble servant, B.

M , June, 1856.

Sirlt is my duty to inform you how I. is getting along ; he is an extra good
boy, and one that I can trust. He goes to meeting and the Sabbath school every
Sabbath. Yours . c -

S , August, 1856.
Dear Sir The boys are really good ones; O. is a hundred per cent, better

than Me. could be, and as for F., he is a good man everywhere. I have never had
boys who pleased me so well before, since I commenced farming. The boys say, —

“ Tell Mr. T. we enjoy ourselves first-rate, and we hope he will come round and
see us before long.” F. says,—“ Tell him I hope I shall be able, at some time, to
render him some return for what he has done for me.” Adieu, T.

M , September, 1856.
Dear Sir :—D. and R. are good boys, and have been; they are very well, and

smart boys, but D. is extra. Yours, &0., F.

T , October, 1856.
Dear Sir ; —lt is my duty to write you of H. ; he has now been with me over a

year, has been very diligent and steady, and with few exceptions, hardly worth
the mention, has been a very worthy, trusty boy. His health has been very good;
he has visited his mother, says he had a good time. He has attended church
regularly on the Sabbath, and, I think, avoids bad company.

Yours respectfully, E.

B , November, 1856,
Dear Sir :—One year has passed since I wrote you of H.; he has enjoyed good

health; he has improved in his studies, and in his character, and is doing well at
his trade; and I hope, with the blessing of God upon my efforts, I shall still have
reason for encouragement. Yours, &0., P.

F , November , 1856.
My dear Sir ;—As has been my custom, I send you my annual letter of my son.

He is now nearly twenty-one years old, rugged and strong, —a full man in size ;

and, I trust, also in strength and manliness of character. He cherishes, with my-
self, a fond remembrance of his stay at Westborough, as the commencement of a
more worthy life.

I have bought for him a well-stocked and pleasant farm in this vicinity, believ-
ing that a farmer’s life is most conducive to contentment, and peaceful days>
and the developing, as I hope, of his better self, so much advanced by your kind
advice and discipline. May God reward you. Most truly yours, H.

7
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M , December , 1855.
Mr. Tallcott. Dear Sir:—l am almost ashamed to write you, because I have

neglected to so long; but if you will forgive me this time, I will try and do better
in future. I like my home very much, and do not think you could have found
me a better one. Igo to meeting and Sabbath school every Sabbath. My day
school has kept three weeks, and I like it very well, though it is very different
from the Massachusetts school. Give my love to all the officers, and tell them I
should like very much to see them. I see you have a larger family than when I
left. Mr. L. and family send their love to you, and would like to have you come
and see us, if you come to Maine. I expect to visit my mother next spring, and
will come and see you if I can. I thank you for all your kindness and good
counsel, and will try to remember and improve from it. And now, hoping you
will write me a good long letter, I remain, Truly yours, &c., T.

Mr. T.—It gives me pleasure to add to T.’s letter that he has been a member of
our family nearly one year, and has ever conducted himself with propriety and
uprightness, and has greatly endeared himself to us all.

Yours, with respect, (his master,) L.

W. 8., December 29, 1855.
Dear Friendlt is with the greatest pleasure I write you now that I am in

good health, and am enjoying the blessings of heaven. I have long been a wan-
derer from God, but I am determined, at the beginning of the year, (1856,) X will
serve God. There is a great revival in this town, and many are turning to the
Lord. I am most happy to say that my master is one of them, and has united
himself with the church of God, determined to serve him. As he has set the ex-
ample I mean, by the help of God, to follow. Give my love to all the officers and
the boys, and don’t forget to write to me. Good-by, for the present.

I am, &c. &c., O.

B ,
April

,
1856,

Mr. Talcott. Kind Sir :—I write to let you know how lam getting along; I
have a first-rate place, and am doing well; lam very thankful to you for it, and
still more so for your kindness to me. X shall try to pay you by being a very
good boy; you said that was all you asked. I read those books you placed in my
hands as I came away, and I wish all the boys could read the same. Will you
please send me the song “We won’t give up the Bible,” as I should be glad to
have it. My love to all. X shall expect to hear from you. No more this time
from one of your boys. H-

W , May, 1856.
Mr. T. Sir :—I am pleasantly settled here, and will do as well as I can; I

thank you a thousand times for your kindness to me. Tell the officers lam well,
and to please accept my sincere thanks for the benefits I have received.

Truly, B.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS RECEIVED FROM THE BOYS,
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B , June, 1856
Dear Friend;—l was most happy to get your letter, and to hear from the school.

lam well, and doing well; have seen quite a number of the boys ; most of them
are doing well, but lam sorry to say one or two are not. Please let me know
where S. is ; I want to write to him. Give my love to , and all the officers.
I was sorry to hear T. was sick ; I hope he will be better soon. Please write and
let me know all about the school. From your affectionate pupil, W.

N. 8., July, 1856.
Dear Sirl write to let you know lam getting along well. I received your

letter, and am now getting more used to work, and am contented, and think I
shall be. Mr. P. is a good man to me. Ido not get much time to study, but
expect to when Igo to school next winter. Please write to me often, and let me
know how all the family are. Yours, C.

C. 111., October, 1856,
Mr. J. M. T. My dear Friend : —You must excuse me for not writing before;

I have not forgotten you, or your good advice, and I never will. You told me if
I would give up stealing and lying for two years, you would make me acquainted
with a happy boy ; I promised you I would, and I have kept my promise. My
master puts up steam-engines ; he has gone farther West to put up one, and left
me here, with one ofhis men, to put up another. I told him I was going to write
to you before he returned, but he asked me to wait, and he would join me; but
we will write again then. I don’t write very well, but you will excuse me, for if
it had not been for you X should not have known A from li in writing. You
remember you set me the copies when I would get my work done, and if I had
followed your advice in studying I should have been a good scholar now.
I would be most happy to read a letter from you, and hope to soon as X get

home. From your affectionate scholar, 0.

Callao, P , on ship-board, April, 1856.
Kind Sir : —I sit down to write you a few lines, hoping they will find you in as

good health, thoughnot quiteso confined as I am. We are now in Callao, the seaport
of Lima, distance seven miles, connected by railroad, and which I mean to visit
before the ship leaves. Five of the men are on shore to-day; my turn will come
soon. 1 expect the ship will come to New York or Baltimore with her cargo, and
I expect to get back to the States some time in October, and shall take a course
in your latitude to see the old ship of which you are captain, and where I learned
what little I do know, and where I sometimes wish I was again, but it is too late
for that. When I come back to the States I will give an account of the Temple in
Lima. The roof is ofsolid silver, with pillars of the same material. But I must
come to a close. Give my love to all the officers, and accept the best respects of
your former pupil,

N. 8., April 13, 1856.
Mr. B. Dear Sabbath School X'eacher:—l received a letter from you a short

time since, and was very glad to hear from you, and am sorry that I neglected
writing so long. I have been wanting to come and make a visit to the school, but
I have not been able. I feel greatly thankful to you for your kind instructions ;
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they have not been lost by the cares of this world, but through the grace of God
I trust I have been led to the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the
world, to cast myself upon his care, to live a watchful and prayerful life. It is
but a short time since that I was called to pay the last respects to my dear sister A;
her trust was in God, and in her last moments she seemed calm. I did not know
she was so near her end until a few hours before she died, but I felt to trust and
to look to God, who gave and who taketh away, and believe his word, which
promises me that we shall meet again on that great day when he shall raise the
dead and change the living ; where we shall meet to part no more, but dwell for-
ever with the Lord. O ! I hope you will pray for me, that I may stand acquitted
in that day. Tell all your scholars to give their hearts to the Saviour, and learn
of him. I must now close, as it is almost time for me to go to the Sabbath school,
in which I have an interesting class of boys, one of whom has just come from the
institution. He is a good boy. Your scholar respectfully, B.


