
House op Representatives, February 12, 1857.

The Joint Special Committee on so much of the Governor’s
Address as relates to Districting the State for Senators and
Representatives, to whom was recommitted the Report on the
Order of January 23d, relating to Justices of the Peace, have
duly considered the same, and respectfully report the same in
a new draft.

For the Committee,

E. NICKERSON.

HOUSE No. 31.
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Resolved, By both Houses, (the same being agreed to by a
majority of Senators, and two-thirds of the members of the
House of Representatives, present and voting thereon) : -

That it is expedient to alter the Constitution of this Com-
monwealth, by adopting the subjoined Articles of Amendment,
and that the same, as thus agreed to, be entered on the Journals
of the two Houses, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and
referred to the General Court next to be chosen, and that the
same be published, to the end that, if agreed to by the General
Court next to be chosen, in the manner provided by the Consti-
tution, it may be submitted to the people for their ratification,
in order that it may become part of the Constitution of this
Commonwealth.

of iHasoacljuoetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Seven

RESOLVE

Providing for an Amendment of the Constitution relative to
Justices of the Peace.
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Articles of Amendment.

1 Trial justices shall be elected by the legal voters of
2 the several towns and cities where, at the time of
3 such election, there is no police court established by
4 law, who shall hold their offices for a term of three
5 years, and have the same jurisdiction, powers and
6 duties, as are now exercised by justices of the peace,
7 or such as may hereafter be established by law.
8 Every city or town, authorized as herein provided,
9 shall elect a trial justice, and may elect one additional

10 for each tAvo thousand inhabitants therein, according
11 to the next preceding decennial census: provided,
12 however, that any trial justice who shall remove from
13 the city or torvn in Avhich he was elected shall thereby
14 \acate his office.
15 Justices of the peace, justices of the peace and
16 quorum, justices of the peace throughout the Com-
-17 monAvealth, and commissioners to qualify civil officers,
18 may be appointed by the governor and council for a
19 term of seven years; and upon the expiration of any
20 commission, the same may be rencAved; and those
21 noAv in office shall continue therein according to the
22 tenure of their respective commissions; provided, that
23 the jurisdiction of the justices named in this article,
24 shall not extend to the hearing or trial of any causes,
25 or the issuing of warrants in criminal cases: provided,
26 however, that justices of the peace, justices of the
27 peace and of the quorum, shall be authorized to finish
28 and complete all proceedings pending before them at
29 the time Avhen their porvers and duties shall cease or
30 be altered as aforesaid.




