
House op Representatives, February 13, 1857.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Order of January 21, 1857, relating to an amendment of the
141st chapter of the Revised Statutes, so that payment of all
fines and costs shall be paid to the sheriff of the county alone,
have considered the same, and report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

HENRY VOSE.

110U5E....N0. 32.

Commouramltl) of ilTassarljusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Seven.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. All fines, forfeitures and costs imposed or
2 awarded in criminal prosecutions by the supreme ju-
-3 dicial court, the.court of common pleas, the superior
4 court of the county of Suffolk or the municipal court
5 of the city of Boston, to the use of the Commonwealth
6 or county, shall be certified by the clerk of said courts,
7 under the direction of the court, to the sheriff of the
8 county, who alone is authorized to receive the same,
9 and he shall forthwith, upon the receipt of such fines,

10 forfeitures or costs, pay the same, without deduction,

€ommcuuucaltl) of iilassncljustfts.

AN ACT

Regulating the payment of Fines, Forfeitures and Costs
in Criminal Cases.



1857.] 3

11 to the county treasurer ; and if such sheriff shall neg-
-12 lect to make such ."payment for the space of thirty
13 days, the county treasurer shall sue for and recover of
14 him in an action of contract, the amount of such
15 fines, forfeitures and costs, with interest from the
16 time of receiving the same, at the rate of twelve per
17 cent., and costs of suit; and if such sheriff, having
18 any person in his custody, by virtue of the sentence of
19 the courts, shall voluntarily, or negligently suffer any
20 such person to escape, he shall be deemed to have re-
-21 ceived such fine, forfeiture and costs, at the time of
22 the escape, and shall be held liable to pay over the
23 same, with interest and costs of suit, in like manner
24 as in other cases of neglect provided for in this section.

1 Sect. 2. Payment of fines, forfeitures or costs, to
2 the jailer, or any deputy-sheriff, shall be deemed a legal
3 and valid payment to the sheriff; and it shall be the
4 duty of any jailer or deputy-sheriff receiving such
5 fines, forfeitures.or costs, to pay over the same forth-
-6 with to the sheriff; and any jailer or deputy-sheriff
7 neglecting, for the space of ten days, to pay over to
8 the sheriff any fine, forfeiture or costs so received by
9 him, shall be liable to a penalty of fifty dollars, to be

10 recovered by the county treasurer in an action of tort,
11 for the use of the county.

1 Sect. 3. Every sheriff shall, twice in each year, on
2 the first days of January and July, render to the
3 treasurer of the county an account, upon oath, of all
4 sums which he shall have received during the six
5 months preceding, for fines, forfeitures and costs, and
6 the names of the persons from whom received, and
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7 against whom awarded; and if any sheriff shall neg-
-8 lect, for a period of thirty days, to render such ac-
-9 count, he shall be liable to a penalty of two hundred

10 dollars, to be sued for and recovered of him by the
11 county treasurer in an action of tort, for the use of
12 the county.

1 Sect. 4. So much of the ninth section of the one
2 hundred and forty-first chapter of the Revised Stat-
-3 utes, and of all other acts or parts of acts as are in-
-4 consistent with the provisions of this act, are hereby
5 repealed.


