
PETITION.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives ,
in

General Court convened:—

The subscribers, members of the Board of Trustees of Tufts
College, respectfully pray your honorable body to make an ap-
propriation to said college in pursuance of the principle on
which the legislature hath heretofore given aid to other colleges
chartered in this Commonwealth.

In support of this prayer, your petitioners earnestly solicit
investigation of the following facts and considerations; and
therefore respectfully represent:—

1. That said college, situated in the town of Medford, is a
literary institution of high character and aims, seeking the dif-
fusion of classical learning, scientific knowledge, general culture,
good taste, and habits of sober thought, throughout the whole
community—in a word, that it is a college of the first class ; that
it proffers its advantages alike to young men of all classes and
conditions, without reference to party limitations ; that it in no
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case interferes with the prerogatives of conscience, but guaran-
tees true religious freedom to all; and that it allows its mem-
bers, or, ifminors, their parents or guardians for them, to select
their places of public worship on the Sabbath, and requires
regular attendance upon the same.

2. That, though in the middle of the second year only, it
already numbers fifty students, who are under the direction of
a President, three Professors, and a Tutor, the high confidence
reposed in whom has been fully justified by the semi-annual
examinations.

3. That it has been founded with a liberality which indicates
the deep conviction of jts friends that such an institution is
needed; and a former legislature has sanctioned this opinion
by the grant of its charter. There have been given it some
seventy acres of land, valued at about 170,000, and money and
reliable obligations to the amount of more than $lOO,OOO ; mak-
ing a total of $170,000, exclusive of donations for the library,
now consisting of several thousand volumes, for apparatus, for
cabinets, and for defraying the deficit of the annual expenses of
instruction.

4. That notwithstanding this liberality, the needs of the col-
lege are urgent. Its lands cannot be brought into the market
at present without great sacrifice, nor without a previous outlay
of several thousand dollars. Its reserved fund of $30,000, with
the receipts from students, is insufficient at present to meet the
current expenses of the institution. Its debt of about $12,000
must very soon be paid. Its boarding-house accommodations
are too restricted to meet the wants of even its present number
of students; some of them being compelled to seek rooms at
great inconvenience in the village of Medford, and others to
occupy the smaller rooms of the principal college building, de-
signed, and some of them already needed, for other purposes.
The class which may apply for admission at the commencement
of the next college year, is wholly unprovided for. Another
boarding-house adequate to the immediate wants of the institu-
tion, will cost $lO,OOO. Should it please your honorable body,
in answer to the prayer of your petitioners, to appropriate
$50,000, in five annual instalments, the appropriation would
meet these needs, relieve the college of its present embarrass-
ments, provide for a much needed increase of apparatus, cabi-
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nets and library, and make up the deficit of the annual expenses
of instruction.

5. That the success of the efforts now making on behalf of
Tufts College, will awake ambition for more generous culture
throughout the ranks of a large portion of the community.
While it is cordially acknowledged that the other colleges of
the Commonwealth have honorably fulfilled all expectations
that could be reasonably entertained of them, and that they
have exerted a vast influence through the whole community,
and especially through those portions of it which are more inti-
mately related to them, still there is a large body of the people,
who, by various causes, arc kept in some measure aloof from the
older institutions of the kind. It is this body of people who need
to be brought into earnest co-operation in the cause ofeducation,
both by labor and sacrifice in its behalf, and by receiving aid
and encouragement in that labor. This portion of the commu-
nity sympathizes with the institution for which aid is asked.

6. That in granting this prayer, your honorable body will dis-
charge yet more fully one of the most sacred duties devolved
upon the legislators and magistrates of the Commonwealth by
the Constitution itself, namely: The diffusion of wisdom and
knowledge, and the spreading of opportunities and advantages
for education, among the differentorders of the people, requisite
to the preservation of their rights and liberties ; the cherishing
of the interests of literature and the sciences, and all semina-
ries of them; the encouragement of private societies and public
institutions for the promotion of the arts and sciences ; and the
inculcation of the principles of humanity and general benevo-
lence, all social affections and generous sentiments among the
people. [See chapter 5, section 2, at length.]

7. That the Commonwealth, as regards education, bears to
its inhabitants the relation of parent to child; and, possessed
of ample and growing resources, the education of its children
and youth should be regarded by the State as second to no other
obligation; nor should it be deferred for the completion of other
enterprises.

8. That former legislatures have recognized thisresponsibility
by nobly aiding every other kindred institution in the State ;

and these institutions, by their successes in their respective fields
of influence, have amply vindicated the wisdom and sound policy
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of such aid. Amherst College has thus received $25,000 ; Wil-
liams College, $58,000 ; and Harvard, still more liberal sums,
the amount of which cannot now be given. All the older acad-
emies even, have been liberally aided—-the State, previous to
the year of our Lord, 1828, having granted some twenty of
them, more than 11,000 acres of the public lands each; and to
three of their number, more than 23,000 acres each. The
friends of Tufts College have cheerfully borne their share of
the burdens thus imposed upon the citizens of the Common-
wealth, and believe that, in asking a like favor in return, they
do not transcend the demands of simple justice.

With these views, and again inviting the scrutiny of your
honorable body into the character of the institution, and the
facts and considerations herein stated, your petitioners respect-
fully submit their prayer.
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