
House of Representatives, February 17, 1857.

The Committee on Prisons, to whom was referred the Petition of
James Dana, T. T. Sawyer, and others, citizens of Charles-
town, for relief for the families of the late Solon H. Ten-
ney and Galen C. Walker, Warden and Deputy-Warden of
the State Prison, have considered the same, and

Previous legislatures seem to have established the precedent
that the family of a faithful public officer, who has been stricken
down in the discharge of his duty, shall be suitably provided
for by the State.

In the case of Charles Lincoln, warden of the State Prison
in 1849, who was murdered by a convict, a Resolve of like pur-
port with the one herewith submitted, was adopted with great
unanimity, and more recently, a similar grant was made to the
family of the principal of a normal school, who died while
holding that position.

Assuming, therefore, that the relief asked for in the Petition
of James Dana and others, differs in no respect from the first
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case above quoted, and that the State has heretofore cheerfully
admitted its obligation to aid in the support of those who have
lost their lives in its service, the Committee consider the case
before them as peculiarly appealing to the right feeling and
proper consideration of the legislature.

The particulars of the murder of the warden and deputy-
warden are too fresh in the public mind to need repetition. The
warden left a young wife and an aged mother dependent upon
him, and but a small amount of property. The deputy-warden
left a wife and three children, the oldest less than ten years
of age. Ho had been an officer of the prison since 1849, and
all the evidence indicates that he was faithful and devoted to its
interests, and to the welfare of the prisoners.

Both of these men met their fate while in the discharge of
their duties to the State ; both of them being men whose places
it will be quite difficult to fill; both being goodrepresentatives of
a class of persons, whose number is so limited that it is almost
impossible to find men of the requisite sobriety, courage and
prudence, who are willing to take positions which are so poorly
compensated, and which involves so much danger to life.

Apart from all considerations of sympathy, is it not then the
true policy of the State, in order to avail itself of the best
services of the best men, during life, to provide promptly for
the decent support of those who were dependent on them ?

In the case now under consideration, the Committee are also
of the opinion that the direct cause which led to the 'violent
death of both of these parties, may be traced at once to a defec-
tive system in the management of the Prison, for which the
State, and not these unfortunate victims, should be held respon-
sible. As this will be the subject-matter of another report from
the Committee, it is only alluded to in this connection; but if
the Committee are right in this view of the subject, it creates at
once an obligation on the part of the Commonwealth, by every
principle of equity and justice, to see that the parties now im-
mediately affected by this neglect on the part of the State,
deprived of those who have been their main support, should be
bountifully and liberally considered.

The Committee recommend the passage of the following Re-
solve.

For the Committee,
WENDELL T. DAVIS.
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RESOLVE

In favor of the Families of Solon H. Tenney, late Warden, and
Galen C. Walker, late Deputy-Warden, of the State Prison.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the treasury
of the Commonwealth, to the widow and mother of Solon H.
Tenney, late warden of the State prison, the sum of twenty-five
hundred dollars, to wit:—fifteen hundred dollars to the widow,
and one thousand dollars to the mother; and to the widow of
Galen C. Walker, late deputy-warden of the prison, the further
sum of twenty-five hundred dollars ; and the governor is hereby
authorized to draw his warrant accordingly.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Se>vcn.
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